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EDITORIAL NOTES.

CONGRATULATIONS may be extended to Mr. Allan Wilkie fo:
his courtesy and breadth of vision in acquiescirig in the broad-
cast of two Shakespearean excerpis from next Friday evening’s per-
formance at the Opera House, Wellington. Not only will 2VA
interrupt its ordinary programme for these two items, but station 3YAwill pick up the features and rebroadcast. By this means it is con-
sidered likely that some 80,000 people on that evening will hear the
first broadcast in New Zealand of a stage performance of Shakespear.It will be interesting to have the views of listeners on this event.
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THE British Broadcasting Corporation is now adopting the practice' of issuing a regular annual report. From the copy just to hand
some items of interest and value may be taken. The Corporation
now operates twenty stations, serving a population of 42,000,000. The
licensees number 2,400,000, an increase of 200,000 on the year. The
liours of transmission over the 20 stations totalled 68,000, but approxi-
mately 85 per cent. of the important programmes are relays from 2LO
or other major stations. The staff of the Corporation now totals
nearly 1000, some 400 being on the technical and engineering side, and
the balance in office and administrative capacities. As is but to he
expected the general body of listeners are not slow in airing their views,
and the Corporation received in the twelve months some 60,000 letters
from listeners in reference to programmes alone, while no fewer than
26,000. letters were written to the technical experts pointing out
deficiencies in transmission, etc., which the listener could detect, in
spite of the best efforts of the technical staff to give perfect trans-
mission. It would be interesting for our own Radio Broadcasting
Company to supply similar comparative figures. The New South
Wales Broadcasting Company, in a commentary upon the British
figures, admits that it received in the past twelve months 5000 letter
from listeners dealing with technical matters and 36,000 letters in con-
nection with programmes. Allowing for the difference in the popu:
lations served, therefore, it is very apparent that the Australian is
either very much more prone to express himself, whether satisfied or
dissatisfied, or else that he has more occasion to write than his British

confrere. The former is probably the more correct assumption. A
comparison with the New Zealand figures would be particularly ra
interesting. ’

[N one field the British Broadcasting Company has made note-
worthy advance, and that is in connection with educational work
in schools. Some 4000 schools are now linked up with wireless and
receive regular instruction in various subjects by means of radio.
This matter is being kept in view in New Zealand. Tests as between
the YA stations and the Education Department were carried: out over
a year ago, and a definite measure of success recorded in the various
reports available at that time. Certain difficulties, however, it is
understood, hedge the Department about in recommending a general
adoption of the system. The offer of all facilities has been made by
the Radio Broadcasting Company, and it awaits only official acceptance
and the solution. of the problems presented for the system to be
inaugurated here.

JN the matter of news, two regular bulletins are issued, one ‘at 6.309and the other at 9 pm. This news is gathered mainly from:
official sources and from Reuters. In the main, it is understood,
the British Press, which, of course, goes to great expense in securing
news for itself, is reluctant to pass on to the British Broadcasting
Corporation even summaries of the stories to be. given by it: This
is understandable enough, but is in point of fact a little in contrast
with the more liberal American policy, where the great news agencies
not infrequently supply radio stations with the points of coming news
items. In New Zealand, the Press, while naturally preserving and
guarding its own interests in the matter of news, frequently extends
generosity in news items.
Summed up, the report of the British Broadcasting Corporation's
activities covers a tremendous range of subjects, and indicates the
growing magnitude of a modern broadcasting service if it.is to fully
cater- for all the interests of listeners. More and more features
require to be added in order to maintain and extend the popular use
of radio.
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Prizes Offered for One-act Play
and Poems

E give another reminder of the
two literary competitions now
being conducted by the Radio Broad-
casting Company. One competition
relates to the writing of a one-act
play and the other to the composition
of two poems, one dramatic, the other
humorous,
Full particulars appeared in the
issue of the "Radio Record" of Janu-
ary 18.
The competition for the best orig-
inal one-act radio play was proposed
by the 1YA Musical and Dramatic
Committee, the 2YA Musical and
Dramatic Committee being accredited
with the suggestion that prizes be
given for the best literary efforts in
the direction of poetry. The judges
of the entries in connection with the

one-act play will be a sub-committee
of the 1YA Musical and Dramatic
Committee.
Entries in the radio play competi-
tion, for which the prizes are £5 :5s.,§. and £1 1s., close on February 28.
The time for the closingof entries
in connection with poetry competi-
tions is March 1.
The prizes for this competition willbe:-First prize, £3, second prize, £2,
third price, 10/6 box of Cadbury's
chocolates. All the three prizes* are’
donated by Cadbury’s Limited.
The judges who will officiate. in
connection with the competition
the best original poems, dramatic and’
humorous, will be Mr. Johannes An-
dersen (Turnbull Library), Dr. Guy
Schofield, and Mr. C. A. Marris,
editor of the "N.Z. Referee."

Co-operation with Con
structors Wanted

THE Technical Editor of the "Radio
Record" is desirous of making con-
tact with a certain number of compet-
ent and interested radio constructors,
with a view to occasional co-operation
in the matter of testing apparatus, cir-
cuits, ete. Effort is madeto personally

eonstruct and test all apparatus de-
scribed in the "Radio Record." The
volume of this work occasionally
proves taxing, and it is desired to make
the acquaintance of some who would
be prepared to occasionally co-operate
in the matter of testing trade appara- }
tus supplied, components, ete. and rey~
cord the results. Would those .pre-
pared to co-operate on this basis please
write the Technical Editor, P.O. Box
1032, Wellington, with a view.to ar-
ranging an.appoiatment?. .. ..


