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interests of the public in the use of musical matter shall be preserve

and provision made for, if necessary, the compulsory use of such mat
ter, with adequate payment in return therefor. This is a very impor-
tant principle, and congratulations are due to the capacity of New
Zealand’s representative, which enabled him to strongly represent New
Zealand’s point of view at the Conference, and have this point of view
recognised. Credit should also be given to the Radio Broadcasting
Company, Iimited, for its original resistance of the claims made by the
copyright owners. Its development of the claims of the public to fair

Published Weekly. treatment have wou for the world recognition of a new principle,

SQUGGEST IONS are advanced in the document, which has been pre-
sented already to Parliament, for legislation to deal with the
position in New Zealand. These suggestions set out that the existing
copyright law, conferring absolute right upon the holders of copyright,
needs alteration to meet present-day conditions. It is proposed that
these alterations be along the lines of establishing some system %
compulsory license on the lines of that afforded to gramophone cor="
panies, and that a competent authority be established to deal with the
question of compensation, in default of ready agreement on the pat:
of owners of copyright with those desiring to broadcast the music in
question, These suggestions will be the basis of New Zealand’s legisla-
tion which, it is pointed out, should be uniform with that of Australia.
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Radio Licenses Steadily Mount

COPYRIGHT LAW.

JX another portion of this paper we publish a very full summary of
thee Report and Recommendations made by Mr. S. G. Raymond,
7.C., the representative of New Zealand at the International Copy-

right Conference held in Rome last year. It will be remembered that
Parliament, in ovder to provide time for the decisions of the Coui~
ference to he available for its consideration, passed temporary legisla-
tjon, which will he reviewed during the forthcoming Session of Iar-
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’1‘[{1«: latest fisnrex velating to radio licenses, as supplied by the Post and
Telegrnph Department, are as follow —
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Mr. Raymond's report is a very informative and comprehensive (’:;{g}:{‘&;;m‘}l - 1: ?9_ 2‘3 fi: IS)SES) 4’
one, and will he the foundation upon which Parliament will consider I"n.\_;;m* -3 "5(‘; ot ; 500
the question, In his summary of the proceedings of Conference, Mr. A A = b =3 64 3,152
Raymond points out that the initial eflorts of the Conference to pro- 41807 181 1474 41,06

tect in absolute fashion the rights of authors and creators of artistic
works have heen trenched upon on two separate occasions. The first
was in connection with the development of the gramophone industry,
" when, owing to the unreasonable restrictions imposed upon artistic
and musical works by authors, a system of compulsory license was
instituted. This has had the effect of securing to the public use of
artistic and musical works, Unfortunately radio was not then in
existence, and was not foreseen, consequently when radio developed,
the same system of compulsory licensed use of musical copyright was
not available. In those circumstances, the right to broadcast musical
works has been limited and subject to the yea or nay of the musical-
author. It will be a matter of general agreement that the creator of
any musical work shall be rewarded for his genius, but, having regard
to the interests of the public to share in musical joy, the opinion has
developed that there should be no unreasonable restriction of the right
to use musical matter. If the public were prepared to pay a reason-
able price for the privilege, then it is held there should be means to
secure the general use.of that music. Development of this line of
thought was strongly made at the International Copyright Conference
by the delegates from Australia and New Zealand, and as an outcome
the Conference recognised the right of each individual country to
administer in detail the conditions under which the rights of owner-
ship should be exercised. It is thus the determination of Conference
that, while preserving the copyright of the author, cach individual
nation is at liberty to impose rules and regulations by which the
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Featherweight World's The Study of Fish
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One of the finest talks given .on the
air for some time past was that given
last week from 2YA by Dr. Johannes
urday, January 26, to broadecast Schmidt, of the Daunish scientific ves-
a description of the featherweight  ®¢l. Dana. ~ Dr. Schmidt proved en-
worlds championship contest be.  (Drillingly Interesting in his remarks
tween Fedil la Barba and Billy oy e o Listoners.

. ‘ . have heen received from listeners.
MeAlister. The lecture was rebroadceast by 3Y.-\I

2BIL, will he on the air on Sai-

recoption by crystal-set users in Chr
chureh being absolutely perfect.
Schmidt's address and the quality of’
{he radio transmission received warm
epcominms from the Christehurch
Press,
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job, neatly printed with the titie of
the paper and pierced for ties or laces.
The file will enable vreaders desirous
of preserving copies of the “Radio
Record” to maintain them neatfly and
compactly.
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