
Broadcasting of Sporting Fixtures

Logical Arguments Advanced by Australian Magazine

JN view of the repression of broad
casting of certain of the sporting
fixtures in this country, the following
article, written for "Wireless Weekly"
(Australia), should have great signifi
cance. Evidently a position has
arisen in Australia regarding the broad
casting of cricket somewhat akin to the
position here regarding the racing,
hough the matter is yet in the em
bryo. stage.
In opposing the suggestion this mag
azine has, in our opinion, struck at
the principle involved, that is: that
these authorities have not the moral
right to suppress a public demand.
The march of progress demands wire
less, wireless must satisfy the public,
the public demand sporting. Where,
then, is the justification for the sup
pression of this valuable news?

SOME comment has been caused bythe discussion of a suggestion re
cently made that a cricket association
should restrict or prohibit the broad
casting of sporting fixtures. Readers’
opinions expressed in the daily press
naturally show that the proposal is not
popular. The opinions obviouslywould,in the main, be those of inter
ested broadcast listeners. The subject
‘ is worth examining. The interest
taken in the discussion is at once an
indication .of the popularity of sport

ing items in broadcasting programmes,
and evidence of the manner in which
the new service is invading the domain
of older services. In short, it shows
the advance of the "novel stunt" of
broadcasting, as it was termed but a
very few years ago.

"Broadcasting is a community
service, if, indeed, it is not a public
utility.
"All sections of the community,
young or old, look to it for some in-
formation, instruction, or entertain-
ment. Some there are who. do not
care a rap for sport; some want only
religious services; others want jazz,
and plenty of it; while sections not to
be overlooked rely on »roadeasting for
information, for education and for.
matters of general interest.
"Thus it is that the theatre, the
church, the school, the markets,
bureaus, and the sporting fields find a
new avenue for interesting their par-ticular adherents as well as the gene-ral public.
And none of them can afford to
say, ‘We will not let this be broad-
east;’ they cannot adopt a dog-in-
the-manger attitude.. Similarly the
newspapers, the musical entrepren-
eurs and the sporting promoters will
not be able to stop the broadcasting
of matter which the listeners want.
The march of progress cannot be
stopped.

"Not that broadcasting is likely to
render those institutions of less utilityor attractiveness; it is not likely to
put the newspapers out of business, or
reduce the attendances in church or at
sporting meetings. On the contrary, it
is calculated to be of value in giving
publicity in quarters where it has not
been felt previously. It will be com-
plementary to other methods of pub-licitynot competitive. Already in
Melbourne 3LO has been the means of
interesting many people in sport andother matters, who otherwise would
not have been attracted to the events.And the large volume of correspond-
ence from all parts of the Common-
wealth testifies to the interest taken in
sporting descriptions and results by
listeners.
[New Zealand listeners, too, are in-
debted to the excellent broadeasts ofthe Metropolitan meetings, Theyhave become quite a feature. ]

Generally. the Australian|experienceis that sporting bodies are
sufficiently public-spirited to listen to
public demands, and are always willingto be influenced by ‘sweet reasonable-
ness.’ That being so, there is no fearof retrograde steps being taken."
T is to be trusted that Australian
"sports" ‘will not try to emulatetheir New Zealand confederates, for the
broadcasts of these Australian fixtures
have already become a feature amongNew Zealanders both in the relays andin listening-in direct. : ;

ThewaytobeSure
Leaving YOuI estate tovour heirs is one thing;
having sour wishes carried out is another:
It remains with everyman to say whether his
estate shall be protected
01not. Itall dependsup-
onthechoiceof8 Trustee:
Doyouknowtheuniquehenefits of employing thePublic 'Trustee to control
your estate? A brief and
interesting statement onthis question is embodiedin & new leaflet;
66 9)Five Advantages
which every man and
woman should read.

Copiesmay beobtainedfrom any Oflice or Agentof thePublic Trustee, orfree by post from thePublic Trustee, Welling-ton:

Wireless in the Sahara Desert
A Story of French Enterprise and Endeavour

THE Sahara, known to the averag
person as .a vast desert in the
north of Africa, and the home of the
Foreign Legion, has now come before
us with a new interest. It has claim-
ed its right in the great wireless fra-
ternity. Inhabitants of that vast sea
of sand before the advent of wireless
have had no means of communication
with the outside world except by the
painfully slow camel. Now it has
changed and wireless is doing its best
to alleviate the burden of the desert
dweller.

Early Radio.

‘THE establishment of the first radio
stations in this wilderness date
back to the days of the war. Faced
with a danger of a rebellion which
threatened to disrupt Southern Algiers,
the French Ministry for War ordered
in 1915 the erection of two radio sta-
tions in the Sahara.. Working under
very adverse conditions, the engineers
of the French Army succeeded in com-
pleting the first of these stations in
1916. In the south of Algiers several
stations were erected.
At the end of hostilities all the stz-
tions in Algerian Sahara were convert-
ed into radio telegrraphic stations. Staff-ed by capable operators, these had per-
formed a very useful service .during
the war period. From then on little
teal progress’was registered. During
these years the only move was to erect
a new station and to reorganise two of
the existing ones. Other than that, the
scheme to link that great waste with a
network of stations stood still. This
was due to the difficulty of getting
anyone to remain at the stations. The
existing staff was from the sappers of
the Foreign Legion. These operatorsafter a training extending over several]
months were sent out to staff these out-
posts of France. It has been found
that this term of instruction was not

long enough to turn out experienced
operators for such important posts.To meet this difficulty the military
considered that the sending out of more
experienced operators and the formu-
lating of arrangements for their peri-odic relief would do much to improvethe position. These measures were putinto effect and showed good results.
Travellers pay great tribute to the
service in spite of all its shortcomings,In addition to a traffic, civil and mili-
tary, the stations transmit a consid-
erable number of private messages ad-
dressed to the families of the colonists
or to commercial houses. In this man-
ner the radio network is doing greatwork to assist the colonisation of: the
great Sahara. .

Portable Transmitters.
N accordance with the nature of the
country and the nature of the work
the legion have to perform, the ques-tion of equipping the motor transportwith wireless eyuipment arose. A con-
ference held some 12 months ago deci-
ded that in the interests of the colony
the motor convoys should be providedwith portable transmitters to operate
on shortwave. One of the detachments
already possessed such a transmitter,
and it was proving that equipment of
this nature was indeed beneficial.
Acting on the advice of the Commis-
sion the Governor of the Colony then
set about equipping the various mobile
detachments with wireless.
The business of training the young
suppers;to become efficient radio opera-tors has been seriously considered, and
a large post in Algiers has been turned
into a wireless school. In addition,
four new posts are being equipped withradio-these correspond to the: four
companies of the legion, and are for
the use of the police.
Everything now points to the estab-
lishment of an effective service in these
desert regions, and the opinion of the
French is that these new developments
are to make for greater solidarity, both
within the colony and between it and
Mother France.
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