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I‘i; L. G. PEEEK, the well-known Wel-
lington entertainer, appeared at
lington  enterininer, appeared  at
studio, 3YA, during the Christmas sea-
son. Mr. Peek has appeared several
times before the “mike” ut 2YA, amd
has received complimentary messages
from all over the Dominion. Just re-
cently word wns received that his
“turn” wag plcked up and recognised
Ly an old friend who is now a resident
of Tasmaniz. Many listeners will be
interested to know that this petrformer
iy identlcal with “George,” who ap-
peared very often before the “boys” at
Trentham, as principal comedinn  of
that smart little show the “Purple
Courtiers.” !
HOE Manawatu Radio Club is in a
strong position financially, “and,”
commenfed a speaker at the recent au-
nual meeting, “if the ¢lub were wouwt
up to-morrow it would probably return
members 15s, for their 5s. subscrip-
tion.” Of the five hundred odd mem-
bers, more than half of the members
of the Manawatu Radio Club are resi-
dent in the Palmerston North borough,
but among those who pay subscriptions
are members in Marton, Pahiatua, Eke-
tahuna, Dannevirke, Woodville, Fox-
ton, Shaunon, and, in fact, all the
neighbouring towns and districts, while
the ciub has one paid-up member liviag
in Sydney.
TI'HE demand for quartz crystals for
controiling the frequency of radio
transmitters is supplied mostly from-

Radio Round the World

require many broadeasting stations,
althougl the number of receivers in
use is still discouragingly wsmall. In-
creased public interest promises consid-
erable growth in the future.

SYDXNEY man lately received from
his son in the country a radio re-
ceiver which had been sent to him for
2 present, together with a letter ex-
plaining that not a word could be
leard on the machine, e took the
receiver out of the cabinet and found
a big spider jammed under one of the
valves.- 'The spider wuas dead and the
corpse had set up a short circuit, pre-
venting the set from operating. '1‘_he
spider bad been captured by that in-
teresting imseet called the masou hee.
which has a playful habit of paralys-
ing his vietims and storing them up
as food for the mewly-hatched young
ones. Not long ago station 2BL was
beld up' for half a minute throu;ﬂ} H
moth being electrocited and creating
a “short” at the transmitting station.
The Brisbane station 4QG was once
thrown out of action in a similar fash-
jon. . .
HI devastating hurricane which re-
cently swept over the West In(l_ies
and then flung its force upon Florida
has emphasised once more the import-
ance of amateur radio. With the
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The Baird Television Co. Reply to the B.B.C.

GREA’I‘ interest has been arcused in Great Britain by the reply of
the Baird Television Company to the B.B.C. with reference

to its refusal to broadeast television from its stations.

In the

course of the reply it was stated that “The Bair{l system of televisign
advancement malkes it, in the opinion of many independent authorit-

ies, fit for a publie service . .

. The decision of the B.B.C. is in

eontrast to the considered opinion of many independent engineers,

including those of the Post Office

> There seems an impres-

sion abroad that the Baird company has not been fairly treated.
Under these circumstances developments are anxiously awaited,
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Brazil., The present price is about i2/-
a pound. To be acceptable to the Naval
Research Laboratory, America, they
must be single crystals weighing at
least two pounds, and wust show
growth lines on at least two faces.
They must be free from imperfections
such as ipternul fractures and in-
cisiony of forelgn matter. They must

_ be absolutely clear wheu viewed in
ransinitted -liglit.,

: NEW modern studios have been pro-
vided for the Copenhagen (Den-
mark) station. There are now_  four
studios where formerly there were
only two. It has been found that daif-
ferent types of performances require
different types of studios, and in thig
respect the new studios have been
brought right up to date. To absorb the
sound a special preparation of com-
pressed sugarcane has been utilised,
These quarters comprise twenty-two
rooms, each of which is designed to
give the best hroadcasting effect, hoth

4 from a techmical and an artistic point

of view,

PUBLICITY statement from Rus
win  reports that there are 67
broudeasting stations now in operation
in that country. serving # quarter of

a million listeners. Because of the great A_

area involved, Russia will naturally

“ life enormously,

whole world tumbling about people’s
ears, motor-cars blown over in the

streets, cable and telegraphs uprooted _

and wrecked, there remained only one
simple ecertain means of communica-
tion—and that was wireless. It has
been the same in all these calamities
recently, and before it passes into a
commonplace let us pause for a mo-
ment to give credit to the fuct that the
raodio link has alleviated the loss of
and without it the
catastrophie effect of these great
cyclones would be incredibly greater.

IN a recent bulletin issued by the U.S.

Radio Manufacturers’ Association,
it is stuted that 20 per cent. of the sets
in use in the States have been buill
by what they call over there *“‘custom
set bmilders,” or what we might des-
cribe as skilled amuteurs turning thei
spare time to the muking of sets for
their friends #nd those recomwmended
to them by satisfied users. Many of

the so-called rvadio nuts and cireuit’

hounds of 4 few ¥ s back have found
in their hobby not merely a fascinating

pastime, but a means of embarking in .

business on their own account. and
many of them are enjoying incomes of
10.000 to 15,00 dollurs a year (£2000—
£3000).

LREADY great dissatisfaction is
being manifested in scientifie

cireles regarding present methods of
televising. ¥or some time it las
been realised that before tele-
vision ecan be really successful 2
radically different system wmust be de-
veloped, With this aim in view, ex-
perimenters the world over have been
working steadily. In America there
are among this class of experimenters
two that are engaging public attention
—the scientists of the Bell Laborator-
ies who are investigating a new system
of two-way television, and a young ex-
perimenter in San Francisco who is
busying himself with radiovision with-
out mechanism. ‘This system is diff-
erent, in that the spinning dise, a fea-
ture of modern radio vision, is to be
dispensed with. An apparatus cal-
culated to cost at the most £20'is to be
the means of bringing television to the
homes of thousands of “lookers in.”
However, this is yet future, -

new record in radio reception has
been established by fhe Canad-

ian National Rallways in receiving
English short-wave transmission on a
moving train. The Continental Limit-
ed, moving eastward from Vancouver
to Montreal, had installed on the ob-
servation car “Fort Osborne” a special

short-wave receiver capable of being
used for the short waves and the
general broadeasting bands. ‘While
the Coutinental Limited was in the
station at Vancouver at 830 pm.,
Pacific Time, the operator picked up
2XAD Schenectady. On the journey
towards the east, various short-wave
stations were heard, but that best re-
ceived was 58W, Chelmaford, England,
which came in while the train wus
passing TFavel, 1219 miles west of
Montreal, and situated between. Sioux,
Lookout and Redditt, Ontario. The
operator held the English station for
15 minutes, and then took up a popular
programme. The time of reception
was 4 p.m. Central Time.

FOR months past experiments with
loud speakers have been made in
the Vienna Central Criminal Court,
but so far with little success. Theve
are now four microphones in use in the
largest Court, one before the Judwe,
and the others before the Public
Prosecutor, the defending advocate,
and the accused. Five loud speakers
are placed on the lamp chandeliers and
two in the publie galiery. But like
most Courts of Justice, i.ose of Vienna
have not good acoustics, and the micro-
phones will have to be fortified to make
audition completely successful. = The
prisoner, especially, is difficult to hear,
which is natural, for he may be sup-
posed to be speaking under stress of
emotion, and often reluctantly.
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LOPE, or as it is often

called, Mutual Con-
ductance, indicates just
how good a radic valve is.
The higher the slope the
larger the change in plate
current for a given grid
voltage.

Look at the slopes of
Philips “Miniwatts.” Some
of them you will see are as
high as 24 mA/V. Com-
pare their figures with
corresponding types of
other makers . ....!

PiH | LIPS

S“MINIWATT ** VALVES gon

Adwt. of Philips Lamps (N.2.) Led. (Radio Dept., Eoéa Cibbotts Bldg., Courtenay Ploee, Wellington,
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