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THE ELECTION SERVICE.

WE think it will be agreed on all sides that the broadcasting of the
election results on Wednesday night last took rank as the most
outstanding service yet rendered by radio to the peopie of New
Zealand. Thanks to the co-operation of the Electoral Department,
the Post and Telegraph Department, and the Press of the various
centres, results were made known to the general public by radio with
unrivalled rapidity. The customary crowds congregated round the
various newspaper offices in the main centres, where they were served
not only by the usual result boards, but in some cases by loudspeaker
equipment conveying the radio announcements, or by lantern slides
which derived their information from the same source. In addition

~ to the street crowds, many, many thousands of people elected to stay
in the privacy of their own homes, where they were placed in imme-
diate possession of the results without the inconvenience of street
crowding. In Wellington it was quite a sight, even after midnight,
to see the illuminated windows, revealing the unseen radio audience.

JT was in the backblocks, however, that the greatest appreciation of
the service was experienced. Every radio set in the country
on that night was surrounded, not only by the owner’s household, but
by neighbours from near and far; with the result that information
was available even in the scattered parts which ordinarily would have
taken a week to reach by the old methods of communication. The
importance of the service rendered on the evening was intensified, of
course, by the sensational nature of the- result of the poll. It is
outside our province to comment upon that result, but comment might
be made upon the service rendered by radio in the transmission of
the reception accorded the Prime Minister by the crowd in front of
“The Dominion” newspaper building. This reception emanated from
only a small section of the 20,000 or 25,000 people who fronted the
building—probably not more than 500 of a certain youthful element
participated in the demonstration. While that demonstration inflicted
the immediate disability upon listeners of not completely hearing the
Prime Minister, it did render the service of conveying an indication
of the treatment accorded throughout the campaign to candidates not
of the same class as the demonstrators.

SOME comment has been made at various stages of the campaign
upon the failure to broadcast speeches of the leaders of the rival
parties,  This course was dictated by the regulations under which
the Broadcasting Company operates, and not by any lack of enter-

- prise on the part of the company. The pros and cons of the policy
of broadcasting political speeches are debatable.  Britain makes hut
slight use of radio for political purposes. In the United States, on
the other hand, radio was used extensively in the recent Presidential
campaign.  The Democratic Party spent no less than £25,000 in
purchasing 224 hours’ time over the most extensive radio chains for

- their candidate, Governor Al. Smith. Mr. Hoover’s expenditure in
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this .direction was on a more moderate scale, although his more im-
portant speeches were broadcast.
speech on the radio, President Coolidge wrote an enthusiastic recom-
mendation of his candidature. In Australia radio is also used in
the political arena, as New Zealand listeners who have tuned in to
Australian stations recently have been fully aware. What ‘the
future may hold in regard to New Zealagd’s policy is uncertain, But
we think a respectable body of opinion would welcome an amend-

After listening to his final policy

ment of the regulations to permit the leaders, at any rate, being heard .

over the air. This would provide the service of giving an uninter-

rupted explanation of policy to the whole country.

Programme to Appear in Next Week’s “Radio Record”

N next week’s issue of the “Radio Record” there will appear the
programme which is to be relayed from Wanganui, a distance
of 125 miles by landline, on Friday, December 7. This will be the
longest relay yet attempted by the Broadeasting Company.

The entertainment itself will be one of an exceptionally high
standard. One of the vocalists will be Mr. Hubert Carter, a tenor
who has a great reputation in New Zealand as well as overseas and
~who bhas not previously broadcast in New Zealand. Apart from him,
all the other artists belong to Wanganui. They will be headed by

the Queen Alexandra’s Own Regimental Band, the champion band
of New Zealand. ° : :

A long and diversified programme, every item of which will be a
top-notcher of its class, will be presented, so that the broadcast on
the night of ¥'riday, December 7, will be one of the most outstanding
events in radio in New Zealand.

Running Descrz‘j:té’on of Hutt Meeting

SATURDAY next Station 2YA will broadeast the racing at the meeting of
the Wellington Trotting Club at Huft Park, from 3 p.m. Arrangements
have been made whereby a brief description and the result.of each race will
then be put on the air. A brief resume of races run prior to that hour will
be given before passing over to the Park. '
This will be the first broadcast of its kind since the ban was put into
eperation some considerable time ago, and it is felt that it will be welcomed

by all listeners interested in trotting, especially by those whe eannot, because.

of health or other ties, attend the meeting.

“Musical Treat from
2YA”

Englishman Praises
Orchestra

All Ready?

This weelk sees the big £50 prize
compefition in full swing at the
four stations.
interest, and the resuitf will be
keenly looked forward to. The
competition being to ascertain the
pep larity of radio items, great
interest will be taken in what the
analysis shows. The £50 prize

LISTENER in a Wairarapa town
writes i—

“May I offer my congratulations on
your splendid wireless orchestra. Not
only does the orchestra seem per-
fectly balanced for broadcasting, bul
the selections played are greatly es-
teemed and seem to answer the musical
taste of the majority.

Before coming to the Dominion
three years ago I lived in Bourne-
mouth, where 1 had frequent opportun-
ity of hearing the famous Bourne-
mouth Municipal Orchestra, under the
*onductorship of Sir Dan Godfrey.
Once a week it was broadcast, but over
fhe  cireless ¥ «ongider —nur orchestra
«ven superior.

“I think New %ealand is fortunare
to have such a musical treat provided.
and it is greatly appreciated by many
in this town.”

the New Zealand distributors of
Columbia Products.

New Uncle for 2Y Ay

i

the Rev. E. Weeks,

take up the duty.
air on Thursday evenings.

Queenstown., _ '

It is arousing great

gramophone has beer. donated by

IN consequernce of the resignation of

“Uncle Bru- ..
est” Mr. T. J. Melville will shortly’
He will be on thé
Mr. Mel-
ville is house secretary at the Y.M.C.A.
in Wellington, whither he came from-



