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. The following is from “The Wireless
“World”?: “Is HB8W still experimental?

R. ¥. W. SELLENS (Northland})

writes i—

- Letters Wlnch appear from time to time

in the columns of ‘The Wireless World’
give eloquent testimony to the delight
with  which 58W, the Chelmsford
short-wave station, is heard in distant
corners of the world. But the station
is still experimental, and it is rather
surprising that the B.B.C. is at pres-

ent making no systematic attempt to

collect reports. When 5SW first open-
ed we were told that expert observers
in different parts of the world were to
vender carefully considered reports on
5SW’s signal strength at different times
of the day. On inquiring at Savoy
Hill, I found that this part of the
‘scheme appears to have fallen in abey-
ance. - Are we to take it, them, that
5SW has now passed the experlmental
stage and is now the fully-fledged Em-

pire broadcasting station of Great Bri-

tain?’

In reference to the above, when an-
nouncing from Clielmsford, 5H8W is
still referred to as the short-wave ex-
‘perimental station, etc.

If conditions are favourable on
Armistice Day, reception of the service
‘hroadcast from London through 5HSW
should be received here fan]y well, If,
as is suggested, this service is com-
menced at 10.45 a.m., which is equal to
10.45 p.m. here, signals should Dbe read-
able at first, improving as time goes on.
BSW is much better now during its
_midday (midnight here) session than
“it was two or three months back,

THE duplex telephony tests between
: 2ME, Sydney, and 2XAT, Ame-
riea, have been heard several times
since last writing. Their pre-arranged
schedule has not been strictly adhered
‘to, except as to the days—Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 9 p.m. till 11
p.m. was to be the time, but it is some-
times earlier and often later.

TReception from 2XAF, which is very
good when they close down at 5 p.m.
(midnight there) in the ordinary
course of events, continues for some
time. After a while, signal strength.
weakens, again reaching good volume
about 10 p.m. and increasing as time
‘advances. This condition appears to
prevail in Sydney, as the Australian
station is able to carry on the conver-
sation easier, with a better percentage
of readability later in the evening,

_ 2XAD and 58W still carry on their
early morning duplex telephony tests.
The Chelmsford station is always the
Pest at this time,

- The - short-wave stations of WGY
2XATF and 2XAD are now having 1eg,u~
lar television tests for half an hour

after their ordinary programme for the

evening has concluded.

Round the Worid on Short Wave

Notes of special value to short-wave enthusiasts are contributed

weekly to the “Radio Record” by Mr. F. W. Sellens,
Observations from others are welcomed.

Wellington.

 §tatic has been very bad during the
past week, spoiling reception.

Saturday, October 27.

EDEKA and 2XAD were putting over
the same programme from 2 p.m. when
first tuned in. After a political talk,
the National Broadecast and Concert
Bureau supplied the musical items. At
410 p.n. KDKA -continued from the
Italian room of the William DPenun
Hotel. Signed off at 4.37 p.m. Strength
R2 at 2 pam., increasing to R8 at 4
pm. 3CM, Christehurch, working an-
other amateur, came in at RT very
clear and steady on 32 metres at 2.15
pm. PCJJ commenced their weekly
New Zealand and Australian trans-
mission at 4.3 p.m. with the National
Anthem at R4 with statie about R,
spoiling reception. Strength of sig-
nals increased to about R8 at 6.58 p.m,,
when they closed down after wishing
everyvbody a pleasant week-end.

RFM was heard at good strength

during the evening, but static was
stronger.
Sunday, October 28.

It was after 83 p.n. before KDEKA
was readable. They were broadcasting
dance music from the William Penn
Hotel, At 4 p.m. messages from friends
were read for members of the Byrd
IExpedition. )

2XAF was also
readable volume.

late in reaching
PDance music was

heard from the Crystal Room, De
Witzler Hotel Orchestra. The pro-

gramme was broadeast
WGY, Schenectady, and WHAM,

In closing they announced that spec-
ial television tests would be carried
out each evening for a few weeks.

RIFM was tuned-in  at 9.55 p.mn,
when a violin solo came in very well,
but spoilt by static. The usual talk
session followed. v

Amateurs Leard during the day
were 2BO, 2BT, 2BI, 2TJ, 3C)M, New
Zealand, and TCW, Hobart, Tasmania.

Monday, October 29.

71,0, Nairobi, at 6 a.m. was R4-5. in-
creasing to R8 at 7 a.m., when their
clock was heard striking 10 p.m. Static
as usual was bad.
bourne. Signals were RS, clear and
steady.

3MI1i, Braybrook, Vlctorla, shutmw
at 7 a.m., and went over to 31.0O, Mel-

2ME were “putting over” 2FC’s pro-
gramme early in the evening, and later
carried on duplex telephony tests with
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A Few Bargains at Mack’s
Bremer Tully Counterphase Receivers (in chassis form)

Submariner Short Wave Adapters
Short Wave Coils, 10/100 Metres (Set 4) +¢.vc0eaas

One Wet “ B” Battery, complete with Charger (90 volts)
,34 and 39 Silk-covered Wire, per 1b

For everything or anything in RADIO—
“THE HOUSE OF SERVICE.”

MACK'S RAUID.

76 ancl 77 KENT TERRACE.

£20

£3
£1/5/-
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5/-
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Northland,

»2XAF. Static and morse inte’rference

was bad early in the test.
3AR, Christchurch, was also heard.

- Tuesday, October 30.

At 5.45 a.m. BSW were R7-8, with
Oq.mnophone records, testing with

2XAD. Reception was bad between the
stations, apparently too weak for the
loudspeaker, as 2XAD could not be
heard through 5SW as usual. 2XAD
was R4 direct, TLO, Nairobi, was R6-7
from 6 a.m. till 7 a.m., RSR at BB was
very clear on about 37.5 metres. Short
talks were given in German, commenc-
ing with “Achtung RSR,” ete. In
between talks the metronone being
heard with its tick tock. 58W at 7.30
a.m. were giving what appeared to be a
lesson in French. Volume RT7, rapid
fading. 2XAD at 7.30 a.m., with musi-
cal items were R3-4.

A Victorian amateur was heard early
in the evening at R4, fading badly.

Wednesday, Octoeber 31.

PCJJ was best when first tuned-in at
.30 a.m., at R9. Signals slowly became
weaker till 8 a.m., when they were R5.

71O, Nairobi, came in at R4 at 5.30.
Static and morse at R7 spoilt reception.

RS8R was very loud and steady. Only
German talk heard.

Big Ben was R8 at T a.m. Static and
rapid fading spoilt a talk by Lord Lan-
genburg (?). Volume had decreased
quite a lot by 8 a.nm.

RS8R wag again heard at 7.10 p.m.
at RS, 2MI7 at 10 p.n. were relaying
2FC, later calling 2XAF. As Australia
were not receiving America very well,
some records were put on for ﬁffeen
minutes.

2MI was RO and steady, while 2XAF
Conditions

were R6 and fading badly.
must have improved later, as, accord-
ing to Press reports a successful test

‘was carried out.

Thursday, November 1.
A very rough morning. All morse

stations coming in with plenty of punch

and plenty of static on nearly all wave-
lengths.

7LO, Nairobi, RJ, Wlth morse station
on top at R8.

RSR, plenty of talk w 1th long inter-
vals.

PCLIL, on about 38.5, waq R8 and

very steady. Gramophone records were

heard, with some Dutch talk between
items. :

ANE, 1593, was the only station
free of statie, but fading was bad. R3S
fading to R2.

BSW was RO Wlth Ben Ben. Rapid

fading and static spoilt reception,

At 10.10 p.m., 3GR, Bendigo, Victoria,

was quite good and ste‘xdy at R3, 90

per cent. readable. '
RFM was smother ed by sia‘uc

Friday, November 2,

From 5.30 till 6 a.m., 5SW (RS) and
2XAD (R3-4) were testing. Records
were played with talks between.

The Englishman was 100 per cent.
rem?able, the Amercian about 50 per
cen

PCIT at 5.30 was receiv ed at R9. and
was very steadv. They went off the
air, or faded right out, several times

between 5.30 and 6.30 am. Am ine
¢lined to think they went off the air
as they are not subject to severe fad-
ing, but the rapid variety.

ANE at R4 were steady and clear on
duplex telephony.

TLO was quite ‘audible through f }
static, .

5SW was good strength, with Bzg
Ben( but very unsteady.

‘)XAI‘ were still on their television

test at 5.45 p.m., when reaching home,

and continued t111 6 p.m.

2ME and 2XAF had an interesting |

talk later in the -evening, During a
talk about animals peculiar to Aus-
tralia, Mr. Farmer, of 2MI, said that
they were sending over some kangaroos
to 2XAF, not live ones. Later, Mr.
Hitt, of 2XAF, asked Mr. Farmer to
listen ; he then said he had just struck
a match to light a cigarette. The sound
was distinetly audible. -

At 12 pan., 2XAF was R9 and 2MHE
stronger, both very clear and steady.
Closed down at 12.40 a.m.

At 12.30 a.m. Big Ben came through

at R7, followed by organ musie with-

out any anmnouncement. Static bad

and rapid fading.

New Sed Route

————

NEW sea route from the Canadian
_ West is to be opened in 1930, via
the Hudson Straits to the Atlantic
Ocean. A railway is nearing comple-
tion running north-east from Winnipeg
to Fort Churchill. An aerial survey of
weather conditions and ice traffic is
being made, and during the
Northern summer four pemunent radio .
stations were installed in this district,
which lies directly south of the Aretie
Circle.
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To reduce the cost of grain tran%- '

portation this new sea route has heen
deemed necessary. It is now in its final
stages of completlon Radio has and
will play a big part in its use, and a
large number of Government operators
and the latest equipment for ship-to-
shore communication went to the I1%ar
North last summer.

HREE témpofary stations along the

Hudson Straits were installed in-

1927, when the aerial survey went
north. They kept in constant touch
with Ottawa, sending valuable informa-
tion on the daily surveys made from
the air.

It is significant that each of these
stations, in addition to ifs reguiar
equipment, will be equipped with direc-
tion-finding apparatus.
the Canadian Government’s policy of
equipping its shore stations with the
latest means of guiding mariners. This
apparatus will be similar to that in-
stalled at the various stations on the
Canadian Atlantic and Pacific coasts.

An officer in charge and three oper
ators will be stationed at each ]'n,ri‘.
These will be relieved every year. T
will communicate with ships comin®, A
and going out in the same wWay . ﬂ? 1t

This follows

shore operators in more cnnhsed wittérs

are accustomed to.
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