30

“N[ATER”" (Kelburn) drops me an
, enthusiastic note about the child-
ren's sessions by 2YA, Wellington. She
remarks: “My boys listen with the

greatest interest to the fine manly ad-

vice the radio uncles give the various
children. They weigh his words care-
fully and their commments would glad-
den the hearts of the uncles if they
-eould hear it., I think the children’s
"sessions must be having a wonderful
influence on juvenile listeners—a truly
beneficial influence. Our wireless set
“has brought a new interest into our
home, and the children's sessions are
awaited eagerly each evening.” -

' A MELBOURXE radio writer makes
: the following excellent sugges-
tion :—*“In the country, when the dan-
~ger of interference from a nearby
~station is reduced, larger aerials can
be used. The factor governing the size
of the aerial then becomes the amount
of interference which is caused by
static. It will often be found wise to
erect two aerials in the country. One
should be long and high, and should
be used whenever interference is not
- caused by static, while a much smaller
‘one can be used in  sultry and hot
weather, when static is prevalent.” ’

-THHOSE Wellington listeners who have
7" pleasant recollections of Jack Cannpt
"as the “dame” in visiting pantomimes
~and in comedy roles in musical eome-
~dies, must have enjoyed his vocal
items from 2BI, Sydney, recently. The
festive Jack sang “straight” songs most
~tunefully before the microphone.

' A PHOTOGRAPH is to hand showing
the Don Lee—XKHJ (Los Angeles)
- Symphony Orchestra, which comprises
- 23 performers and the conductor. This
“is one of the largest orchestras in the
cUnited States under exclusive contract
-to an “independent”  radio station.
KHJ is about one or two metres below
“4QG, Brisbane.
THE recent long-distance short-wave
: telephonic, tests between 2ME,

"Sydney, 2XAT, Schenectady, and ANE, . L1C : > v
musician mentioned the inclusicn of a

‘Bandoeng, Java, were heard in Wel-
lington by Mr. 8. W, Tierce, of 8 Shan-
‘non Street. Some of our short-wave
‘amateur listeners are accomplishing
‘very excellent work.
.'»»THE Australian stations lately have
given ug a surfeit of political ad-
dresses, and they are damping inter-
est in some of the trans-Tasman sta-
‘tions. TFortunately, through co-opera-
tion, no two stations in one Australian
¢ity broadcast political speeches on the

WBCN,
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same evening., So if 2F(C, Sydney, is

giving us political “cackle” we can still

get music from 2BL,, Sydney.

EARD a discussion the other day
among half a dozen radio fmusic-
lovers as to the most enjoyable item in
a certain radio programme. The un-
animous verdict went to “O Mimi tu
Piu” (from “La Boheme”) sung by
Beniamino Gigli and Giuseppe De
Luca. There were several fine records
in the programme, vet these six critics
selected the above item.
R. Claude . Grey, of Shannon, has
received confirmation of his recep-
tion of a programme from WIENR—
Chicago, 50,000 -watts, on
August 19, These Chicago stations
are now giving regular weekly features
from midnight Saturday until 3 a.m.
Sunday, which is equal to 6 p.m. till

9 p.m. Sunday, New Zealand time.

R. de Mauny's orchestral con-
cert proved the most artistic ov-
chestral performance yet put across by
2YA, Wellington. Listeners are appre-
ciative of the action of the Broadcast-
ing Company in opening up 2YA on its
silent night, specially to broadcast this
great -musical treat.
R. de Mauny's orchestra certain-
ly displayed delighful musicianly
gkill, and their combination was proof
of the efliciency of the conductor, an:l
good practice. The items were, if any-
thing, above the musical taste of the
majority of the listeners with whom
“Switch” has discussed the subject.
Suggestions were made that the in-
strumental items should have been in-
terspersed with occasional voeal num-
bers by a male and female artist of
standing. The orchestral items might
also have included twe or three comn:-
positions a little less “high-brow.” One
grand opera overture which is of &
popular type.
A LI broadeast listeners will be in-
terested in the movement in Wel-
lington to permanently establish Mr,
de Mauny's Symphony Orchestra.
The proprosal is to give three concerts
a year for subscribers, but probably
popular demand may tempt the organi-
sation to double that number of con-
certs.

- Right Rovally Entertained

is he who—Dbuying with good
judgment—desires the ut-
most in reproduction, long
range, appearance and
economy and finds these in—

KING
NEUFRODYNE

“Wot only in name a king, but, in
actual fact, a ruler of space. -

Ausiralia’s talent command-
,‘ ed in your armchair,

{ Several Models for your Choice.

F.J.W.FEAR & Co.

Wellington.

63 villis Street =

A single contiroel 6-valve

KING set, an epic of sim-

plicity, selectivity, and
-range,

£27 10s. 0d.

With valves.
Money Can Buy No Better.

"MHE heavy winds to which Welling-

ton is subject frequently deprive
listeners of their aerials through their
masts being carried away. A listener
in the Mount Victoria area had his
lead-in end mast snapped during a re-
cent blow, but he did not disappoint
his guests that night; his set operated
off an indoor loop as an alternative to
the outside aerial.

SOME of the Wellington radio traders

have decided to exploif election
night to its utmost. As 2YA, Wel-
lington, is going to do the thing thor-
oughly. and progress results are to be
announced as soon as they come to
hand, broadcast listening should receive
another tremendous boost. Traders
propose to have loud-speakers placed
so that the public can listen to the
announcements from 2YA. It is going

to be a big night for radio.

AN amusing episode occurred dur-
ing the relay by 2YA, Wellington,

of Mr. de Mauny’s orchestral concert.

A lady, whose voice reached the micro-

phone, was heard protesting against

being moved from a seat which appar-

ently was reserved by someone else.

Her remarks provided amusement for
listeners for hundreds of miles around.

T is the fate of all broadcast sta-
tions to go off the air accidentally
through some unforseen circumstance,
and then it is that some listeners com-
mence to tinker with their sets, imagin-

ing that something lias gone wrong in-
side. . A friend suggested that 2YA,

Wellington, should hoist a red light
from one of its masts when a break-
down has occurred, The same sug-
gestion was made af, a meeting of the
Wellington Radio Society, but as the
majority of listeners are not within
view of 2YA a humorist suggested thar
a better’ method would be to fire a
cannon !

THE howling valve pest lhas shown

a slight abatement in some areas
of Wellington, but it is difficalt to ac¢-
count for this improvement. Some
follk attribute it to the decrease of
one and two-valve sets, more valves be-
ing added to the smaller sets so that
listeners get distant stuff without hav-
ing to strain their sets., The champicn
howler, however, was on the air on
Tuesday night, October 30. He got

on to 2BIL, Sydney, immediately 2YA A_

closed down, and he howled there con-
tinnously until 11 p.m. exactly. If
this meets his eye it is hoped he will
take the hint. :

THERE is ah increasing interest by

Wellingtoniansg in the electro-
dynamic londspeaker, which is gen-
erally admitted to be the last word, so
far, in speaker design. Some ingeni-
ous listeners are building their own
electro-dynamics from imported parts.
Those ‘who have heard -a high-class
electro-dynamic (or “moving coil”)
loudspeaker will find a mnew interest
in radio, Naturally, like all loud-

speakers the electro-dynamics vary in

quality.

THOSE who operate the console type

of electro-dynamic loudspeakers
should be extremely cautious in mak-
ing any adjustments wlhen the current
is passing through them.  “Switeh”

Friday, November 9, 1928.

saw a friend receive a shock from 75
volts from the *innards” of omne
these speakers a few days ago. The
shock proved a most unpleasant ex-
perience. Ordinary care would have
precluded such a happening. '

IT frequently happens that after hpav-
ing installed a receiver, a listener
purchases a second one of a different
kind, using the two sets in thg one
house. A second aerial to operate the
second set in a different room is often
erected. In these circumstances there
is frequently a feeling of uncertainty
whether a second license should be
taken out in respect to the second re-
ceiver. The position adopted by the
Commonwealth = Postmaster - General's
Department is that if one family has
installed two different receivers in the
same house the one license will cover
the two. If, however, there are two
separate families occupying a house,
each using a wireless set, each family
must obtain a license. :

THE amalgamation of the concerns

operating the Melbourne broad-
casting stations, 3LLO and 3AR, is regis-
tered as the “Dominion Broadecasting
Pty., 1itd.” - The use of the name
“Dominion” is unfortunate, Leing move
applicable to a New Zealand organ-
isation, whereas “Commonwealth”
would have been perfectly appropriate.

A 2FC (Sydney) correspondent wrote

from Auckland (N.Z.) that he
had perfect reception of a Sydney pro-
gramme the other night, on his erystal
set. The management of 2FC remarks:
“He goes on to give the items heard,
quite correctly, and is evidently con-
vinced that he has something very
wonderful in the way of crystal re-
ceivers.

We do not wish to dampen.

50.
M.

his enthusiasm, but he has evidentlyjri.

never heard of re-radiation. This is a
phenomenon which often accounts for
the seeming miracle of a crystal set be-
ing able to pick up a programme trans-
mitted hundreds of miles away. The
explanation is simple. It means that
somewhere near where the owner of
the crystal set resides is another wire-
less enthusiast who possesses a power-
ful valve set. As occasionally hap-
pens, the crystal set picks up the pro-
gramme from the valve set.” Well,
despite the theory of re-radiation caus-
ing crystal long-distance
“Switch”  knows of incidents which
tend to prove that certain long-distance
feats with crystal sets were not aided
by re-radiation. The extreme isola-
tion of the crystal sets referred to
proves re-radiation was not
where near.”

NEW SOUTH WALES listener l'é—

ports :—*“I am in receipt of con- -

firmation of my reception of two In-
dian stations, TCA and 7TBY. These
stations are on the air at about mid-
night (2 a.m. New Zealand time) and
on favourable nights can be heard at
good strength until about 2 a.m. (4 a.m.
New Zgaland time). On Sunday nights
from about 11.30 p.m. (Syduey and Mel-
bourne time, 1.30 a.m. New Zeapand
time), the Calcutta station broaétasts
a church service, generally Chur;}j( of
England. This is followed for “gbout
two hours by an Indian programme.
The week-night programmes generally
run a little later,
casting Companyladvises that the waveYl
lengths are: Bombay station, 357.1
metres, and Calcutta, 370.4. During:the
last month the call-signs of DLoth sta-
tions were altered., TCA (Calcutta) is
now VUC, and 7BY (Bombay) is now
VYUR.” '

reception, .

“some-

The Indian Broad-, -



