
at over 40,000, slumped to below 30,000
at the renewal period, consequently the
company, aS was shortly afterwards
announced, was compelled to adjust its
intentions to financial actualities. De-

ee were also experienced in procuringsuitable records. The incident proves‘o our mind the undesirability of mak-
ing announcements of "intentions," and
explains in all probability the prefer-
ence of the company to allow actions
to speak for themselves. Everybodywill be glad when 4YA. can be strength-
ened, but, with some knowledge of the
facts, we do not feel called on to ae-
cept the dictation of our correspondent‘to "criticise" the company on this
point. Plans are in prospect, we un-
derstand, and in due course will reach
maturity;meantime, the P. and T. De-
partment is watching listeners’ inter-
ests in regard to the contract. Thelatest license figures are :-Wellington,
16,826 ; Auckland, 14,146: Christchurch.
$325; and Dunedin, 2938.-ld.]

M.C.C. Tour.
BEING deeply interested in the tourof the M.C.C. team in Australia,will you be re-broadcasting the resultsof Tests and other matches played.-Cricket (Hastings).
[Full attention to the M.0.C. team’s
results will be given by 2YA’s special
sports service.-HEd.] .
Radio for Way-Back Farmers.
ORE people on the land, is the
great need of this Dominion, atthe present time. How are we to getthis reform? I maintain, that everyfarmer. say 10 miles or more, from any

large town, should be supplied with aradio set, so that any new settler who
might take up farming, would be able
to keep in touch with the news, the re-
ports of sales, etc., and might enjoy
a good concert every night in the week,
without leaving his farm. I am sure
a receiving set could be supplied to
every new settler at about £25 com-
plete, and this cost to the Government
would be negligible, and would assist,
to get more land occupied.-‘Listening-
in," Rangataua.
Nothing Like Candour.

RE you aware that on the whole,
your afternoon session’s of gram-

aphone items, especially the Sunday
afternoon sessions are rotten. Whyis it that you cannot get better re-
cords? The record you transmit are,
to say the least of it, absolutely awfulin their mournfulness. Cannot youlook out and put on a decent record
now and again? The majority of lis-
teners in this district are of the same
opinion as myself. Hoping for some
decent music in the very near future.-
Fred J. Martin, c/o J. W. Mills & Co.,
Pahiatua. .

Notes for DX Men.
DURING the past few nights I havenoticed stations hetrodyning be-
hind 2BL, 2FC, 2ZF, 1YA, 2YA. I
pyesume they are as follows --KYA,WHXAL, WENR, KNX, WLW. Have
other listeners heard these stations
la tery.

There are two very notable
stations, 2BL,. every evening you canhear dance music with -a heterodynewhistle till 7.30 pm. On October 14.
while 2ZF was on the air, you could‘hear’ WENR very plain in between2ZF musical numbers. This might beof some interest to DX listeners as to
a station below 200 metres. Has anyone heard this one. It is harmonicof 3L0. It was at speaker strengthon October 25. Cheerio-DX, Okato.

"The Pro’s and Con’s-of 2YA’s
Transmission."

SINCE my last letter on the abovesubject, which you kindly gave
space as a special article, I venture to
submit a little more criticism, of a con-
structive nature, I hope, of the trans-
mission. I have kept 2YA under close
observation for a long time now, listen-
ing every evening it is on the air, with-
out exception. Lately 2YA has not
been fading so persistently as previous-
ly, but still mushes badly. My last
remarks on this subject drew the an-
ticipated "bites" from those -in two
cases I have proof-who are inexperi-
enced listeners who have only had sets
for a few months and therefore cannot
be expected to offer anything in the
nature of reliable information on the
subject; the other, an Auckland
listener, apparently replied to boost his
prowess as a constructor and the capa-
bilities of his wonderful English set.
The night that 2YA put over his "fre-
quency" tests was, to my mind, one of
the worst transmissions he has ever put
on the air, or, at any rate, that has
been received from him! He faded,
mushed, and blasted persistently, but,
lo and behold, when he came on the air
again at ten-thirty the same night he
put over half an hour of the most per-fect reception I have ever had fromhim-no fades, no mush, and no blast-
ing! Several listeners to whom I spoke
the following day referred to the vast
difference in the two transmissions.
Why? ,

A few weeks ago another experience:
on each alternate night during the week
he seemed, and was, different. Thefirst he had an objectionable generator
hum, faded badly, but no mush, andwith beautiful full, round tone; thenext and alternate nights throughout
the week there was an entire absence
of hum, slight fading, but bad mushing
and blasting, and the tone was harsh.
This second condition was more like
his general reception here, but since
then, however, he has shown consider-
able improvement in all-round recep-tion.
Another objectionable feature of re-
cent innovation: when the announcer
announces an item he comes in with
great volume and good modulation, but

_
aS soon'as the item starts the volume

_ is only about half of that of the an-
_ nouncer. You raise the volume of theset to bring in the music, ete. atnatural volume, and then when the an-
nouncer comes in again there is a roar
and a blast, and, owing to the enormous
volume, you can hardly discern whatis being said. This is no doubt beingdone intentionally, as one effect of it
has been to practically eliminate all
traces of blasting during an item. Somuch for this time. I also heard thetest transmission from Wanganui aboutthe beginning of the month, and it came
through very well indeed, and there
appears to be no reason why re-broad-
casts of this nature could not be satis-
factorily staged. The "flight" re-broad-cast was a triumph for the company,and they must be congratulated uponit. There only remainsa little clearing:
up of the modulation, and 2YA wouldthen compare with the other YA’s with,perhaps, the exception of 8YA. The"fade" is now not so bad, but the"mush" is still objectionable. Thank-
ing you for your space,-*Napier."
[Some tests of a comprehensivenature were recently carried out by2YA with a view to noting effects, andwe are inclined to think some of our
correspondent’s observations apply tothe period of such tests. Certain

changes in detail have been made as a
result of the experiences recorded.-
Ed.]
Curious Case of Induction.
HE following seems of sufficient in-
terest to bring under your notice.I have a six valve set, the earth of
which is practically at the same spot as
the telephone earth. I am connected
to the public exchange in the township
five and a-half miles distance. The
telephone line is a metallic circuit for
three miles from the post office, the
other two and a-half miles being earth
return, Last night when listening to
2YA the exchange attendant rang me
up to ask if I had the wireless going.
He informed me that he could hear the
music perfectly even though my tele-
phone receiver was on the hook. I may
mention that my aerial crosses the tele-
phone wire at a height about 25 feet
above it, and at an angle of about 45
degrees. I am interested to know if
vou have heard of this before and what
the explanation is‘-Interested (Lake
Wakatipu).
[The cause appears to be audio fre-
quency current inducting into the tele-
phone circuit, owing to the proximity
of the earths, and probably because
filament circuit of the valve set is con-
nected to the earth terminal. If this is
so try disconnecting the earth connec-tion from the filaments. The easiest way
out of the difficulty is to shift the earth
or failing that erect a counterpoise.
Cases are on record in which the carbon
granules in the telephone microphone
have acted as a detector, thus enabling
broadcasting to be heard in a telephonecircuit. This, however, is not the casein this particular instance.-Ed.]

Praise for 4YA.
HE Wellington station seems to
have received the greatest thanksfor the Tasman flight broadcast. I
wish to praise 4YA staff who to my
mind achieved the best results. At
one part of the flight (I think about
8.30 a.m. on the Saturday, morning),4YA gave the latest news from the
*plane received but a few minutes be-
fore. The announcer then said theywould rebroadcast 2YA Wellington andto our amazement 2YA gave the "lat-
est" news which was nearly one and a-half hours old compared with the
Dunedin information. Evidently thestaff at the Dunedin station is one of
the best in New Zealand. Why then
does not the R.B.C.,pay more attention
to its station?. On ‘an average the other
company stations are.on the air each
twelve hours longer per week than
4YA. Why is this so? Is the 30/-obtained from Dunedin worth less than
30/- from any of the other three dis-tricts? I notice other listeners inquir-ing for dinner music. If they wantdinner music or luncheon music letthem tune in Dunedin and they will

get it-from our private stations 4ZB,
4ZL, 42M, 4Z0. Wnough of growling.
We hope the company will take more
care of Dunedin in the future.-Dun-
edin Listener. P.S.-Many thanks for
2YA orchestra. It’s great. ;

[2YA was working on official news
which was given immediately it was
available and summarised at each
hour. Praise of 4YA is appreciated
and needless to say all. will be glad
when it becomes possible for the Otago
listeners to increase their numerical
strength and the station to grow in
importance.-Ed. ]
All for a Penny a Night.HAV only one complaint to make
about broadcasting and the "Re-
cord" and that is that you publish the
foolish letters of unreasonable ama-
teurs who complain about everything
under the sun being wrong with the
Broadcasting Company, and the artists,
times, items, etc. If these disgrunted
people would stop playing round with
toy crystal sets and buy a set capableof at least bringing in the four main
New Zealand stations then, when hear-
ing anything they did not like, what is
easier than switching over to another
station or closing down altogether? I
have only a 4 valve reflex set but have
a choice on good nights of 16 Austra-lian and New Zealand stations for loud
speaker work, and on off nights whenstatic is present can count on‘the threemain Australian and whatever New
Zealand stations are running. If onecan’t get something to suit and pleaseout of such a selection there are stilllots of smaller powered stations to be
picked up on earphones, etc. Thereis evidently no pleasing some people. It
only costs a 1d. per night, for an enter-tainment one might otherwise have to
spend 2/6 to go to a concert to hearSimilar music, etc. I for one am quitesatisfied with every’*ing connectedwith New Zealand broadeasting andwish to express my appreciation ofboth your paper and the 365 splendidconcerts one can attend all for themodest sum of 30/- plus 12/6 ° perannum.-Frank H. Pearce (Bluff).

AMATEURRADIOSOCIETY
OF WELLINGTON:
A NEETING of the Society willbe held on Tuesday, Novemher 13, 1928, at 7.45 p.m., in the
Congregational Church Hall, Cam-bridge Terrace, Wellington
Interesting lecture by Mr. PrestonBilling on the subject of sThe
Frecd-Lisemann All-Electric Sets;"
Every Listener made Welcome:
W.H TAYLOR,
Hon: Secretary,

Dubilier HIGH VOLTAGE
CONDENSERS

TypeLA.A: 350VoltsD.C. 1to8MF:
DubicierMca TypeLAC: 600VoltsD.C:Max: 1 to8`M.FD:
CONDENSER TypeLA.G 1000VoltsD.C:Max:1 to4MF:
CxP04F Ask forPrices.

AcCURATE ANDRELIABLE.
AE_Strange 404 Worcester St:8 CHRISTCHURCH


