
New Radio Features
Notes by Observer

HILE nothing revolutionary has
taken place, nor is likely -to take
place in the immediate future, there
are fresh modifications and develop-
ments creeping into our system.In strolling casually round town
when all radio dealers are demonstrat-
ing, many new and pleasing features
are to be seen. Probably the most mo-
mentous feature is the appearance of
the popularly-priced dynamic cone
speaker, to which reference has already
been made. More than one dealer has
introduced this speaker, and on their
first appearance good-sized crowds con-
gregated round the shop doors. Many
expressed admiration of the beautiful
effect produced by a fully reproduced
base--the music was characterised by
tone and colour.

Browning Drake Unit.A NEW Browning Drake, single drumdial unit, has appeared. It is pre-
pared so that when mounted a mini-
mum of controls (8) will appear on the
panel. The coils are slightly smaller,
but according to accurate tests, are not
appreciably different from the standard
three-inch coils. A new feature has
*been introduced. What is comparableto a tickler to the aerial coil is used to
compensate for the ganged condensers.
By this means the set does not lose one
iota of sensitivity. The coils are wide-
ly spaced. and so spaced as to make
shielding unnecessary.

This new unit makes it a compara-
tively easy matter to add a screen grid
stage. Mr. C, C. Fear (Messrs. Fear
and Co., Wellington), an authority on
the circuit, states that this unit is
easily built in to a circuit and combin-
ed with a s.g. stage of R.F. makes a
receiver which for efficiency and ap-
pearance the home constructor would
find difficult to surpass.
A Shielded Short-waver.

ANOTHER very fine combination ison view. A completely shielded
short-wave set, with coils that can be
changed for broadcast reception, prom-
ises remarkable efficiency. A switch-
ing arrangement makes it possible to
obtain musie at any time through a
gramophone pick-up also embodied. The
set is "fool proof," all wiring being
concealed by a sub-panel. This very
pleasing model, encased in an alumin-
ium cabinet. is finished in dueco. The
designer is Mr. 8S. McCarthy ("Macks"
Radio Company).

One-Stage Amplifier.

THE beginner will find many efficientone-valve amplifiers on the market.
Many of these are: very inexpensive.
One particular dealer has built a com-
plete outfit into a very neat cabinet
and supplies a well-known.make of
speaker, yet very reasonably priced.

Railway Parcels Rates

Continuing its policy of providing
the most attractive service for its cus-
tomers the Railway Department an-
nounces that from October 29 the extra
charge of25 per cent. on parcels for
which the freight is not prepaid will
not be enforced. Pareels consigned

"carriage forward" will be charged the
same rate as prepaid parcels.
The use of freight stamps on prepaid
parcels at present compulsory, will.
from the above date, be optional.It is anticipated that these altera-
tions will be much appreciated by the
business community and will have the
effect of popularising the already at-
tractive railway parcels service.

Auckland Notes
(By ‘ Listener

LASt Wednesday’s "Mystery Night"at 1YA aroused even more interest
than its predecessor, and large num-
bers of listeners, even though they did
not actually compete, showed theni-
selves quite anxious to test their. know~
ledge of music and performers. Such a
night as the one given by 1YA is a fine
demonstration of the educative influ.
ence which broadcasting is having on
the realms of music, Undoubtedly the
general public does not yet realise thefull extent of this influence, but it is
gradually coming to do so.
HE enthusiasm with which the local
musical and dramatic committee is
facing its tasks is displayed in the scope
which it is now affording to local: lite
rary talent. This is being given the
chance to delye into the new field of
the radio play-a field which offers
great scope. Too much publicity can-
not be given to the competition, and it
is to be hoped that Aucklanders will
respond as enthusiastically in the sub-mission of libretto suitable for the air.
Plays with a real New Zealand atmos-
phere would arouse intense interest
among listeners. Let us hope that
Auckland soon has them-plenty of
them.

DURING last week-end local set-own-ers were decidedly "up against it."
Never, to the writer’s knowledge, have
atmospheric conditions been worse. Our
small station, 1ZQ, was almost blanket-
ed by static, it was torture to attemptto tune 2YA, and to hear Australia was
an impossibility. The disturbance dix
appeared as quickly as it came, and onTuesday and Wednesday evenings ideal
conditions returned.

K{\NTHUSIASTS in radio deyelopmentare eager to examine the automatic
"S.0.8." alarms with which — sev-eral steamers visiting the portare now equipped. Ship _oper-ators are invariably courteous to
inquirers, and many an Aucklander has
had a demonstration of the working

of one of the latest piece of radio
wizardry. Many are surprised to
learn that the 8.0.8. signal has been
superseded by another, which the in-
strument handles unfailinggly, and thatour arch enemy, static, even takes a
hand in raising false alarms by exact-
ly duplicating the new-adopted signal.
[HERE is a growing demandthat politics, in homeopathic
doses, should be on the air dur-
ing the current. campaign. Radio
has been an _ outstanding agentin’ the Presidential campaign inAmerica. In Australia it is being used.
extensively by party leaders, andeveryone in Britain anticipates thatnext year’s election will be fought
largely over the air. Country listeners
particularly would welcome brief ra-
dio addresses by representatives of
each party, but, of course, the present
regulation banning controversial mat-
ter stands in the way. The feeling
exists, and it is growing, that the Gov-
ernment might waive the regulation,
in no party spirit, but for the advan-
tage of the large body of electors who
would rather hear the real voice of
the leaders than read their speeches:
in cold print. The suggestion may not
be a feasible one with the brief time
now available, but even if 2YA alone
could be utilised, affairs political could
be broadcast for the benefit of the
whole Dominion.
‘wo factors contributing to the
grow of radio licenses in this dis-trict are the popularity of short-wave
reception and the incorporation of the
latest types of valves in high-efficiency
sets. Local retail firms are finding a
keen demand for screened-grid sets,
and the assembly of these is becoming
quite an important part of radio trade.

A’?an aid to navigation in the frozn North, the Canadian Govern«
ment is installing three powerful sta-
tions in the vicinity of Hudson Bay.
They are to be equipped with direction
finding equipment, so as to render ser-
vice to planes operating within their
range.

RailwayTrips to FranzJosef
WORLDS MOST BEAUTIFUL GLACIER

HE RIGHT HON, La S. AMERY, one of theT world's most distinguished mountaineers, said:
66There is nothing in the World that I know

of to compare with the striking contrast between
the almost tropical verdure of the West Coast bush
and the great Franz Josef descending right through

92it from the world of snow above-
Srecimen ReturnRail and Motor Fares to Franz Josef:
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