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Broadcasting in Japan

Sidelights on Stations Heard in N.Z.

T'O New Zealanders broadeasting con-

ditions in Japan, the home of sta-
tions which are becoming inecreasingly
popular, are of more than passing in-
terest,

For centuries Japan remained dor-
mant, the sleeping monster of the Hast
—the mysterious East. As one by one
intrepid foreigners dared to enter this
unknown, the veil of mystery rose.
Finally foreigners were invited to
mould the activities of the Japanese
citizen; feudalism was replaced by
democracy, modern means of transport
replaced the crude methods of the
primitive man, an army and a navy
modelled on German and English lines
replaced the former disorganised
forces, and now, last but by no means
least in importance, communication
has been brought up to date. With
startling rapidity Japan has aroused
herself from the lethargy which for so
long retarded her progress.

" Broadcasting.

BROADCA‘STING— began regularly in

the middle of 1925, Shortly after
thig, the stations were amalgamated,
~and the. controlling authority received
the title of the “Broadcasting Corpora-
tion of Japan.” It was, in fact, an
amalgamation of the three broadcast:
ing bureaux which were in existence.
To-day there are eight broadeasting
stations in the country—Tokio
(JOAK), Osaka (JOBK), Nagoya
(JOCK), Keigo (JODK), Hiroshima

v~ (JOFK), Kumaroto (JOGK), Sendai

§

| grammes, and enterfainments.
; _news service comprises:the latest re-
¥ ports

(JOHK), Sapporo (JOIK).

The first-named one, and the one
most often heard in this country, has
been incorporated in the Kanto divi-
sion. This station commenced opera-
tions three years ago, after a tempo-
rary location a mile south of its pre-
sent position.

General Organisation.

: Il\ order to keep pace with the rest of
the world, an . organisation, the
Central- Broadcasting Bureau, was, in
1924, floated in Tokio. Since then con-
siderable progress has been made. The
broadeasting .service was inaugurated

prim’ rily for the public service, and

the new system has been strongly sup-
ported by the principal newspapers,
banks, and the leading business houses,
while Government supervision is exer-
cised with regard to programmes and
the financial side of the venture. Eigh-
teen months later the broadcasting
service was reorganised,

JOAK.,

SOME particulars regarding the ac-
tivities of the Tokio station, which,
incidentally, can be heard on a erystal
set at a distance of 75 miles, may be
of interest.
.« Broadly speaking, the transmission
,'i\;l_ls under three general heads, viz.,
news  biilletins,

educational = pro-

The

regarding -recent happenings,
items of general news, gpecial an-
nouncements, and varied information
concerning the stock exchange market
- gonditions and prices of important

s

commeodities, including rice, raw silk,
and cotton.

The educational side has received
careful consideration, and includes
children’s hours, foreign -~ language
courses, French, English, and German,
special literary and artistic pro-
grammes, and popular science and do-
mestic subjects. Japanese classical
literature and the history of foreign
music are also included. Men an-
nouncers are engaged as a rule, but one

. woman officiates during the children’s

and the women’s hours.

Japanese Instruments.

HE other side of broadeasting is
represenfed by excellent concerts.
In the early stages of broadecasting in
Japan. the sound effect of the Japanese
musical instruments was g source of
grave difficulty, These instruments,
such as the “shamisin,” which resem-
bles a banjo, the ‘“hue,” a kind of
bamboo flute, the “tsuzima,” a drum
beaten by the hand, and the “koto,” a
harp with thirteen strings, possess on
the whole a smull volume of tone, for
which reason they must be balanced
very accurately before the microphone.
The unusual effect of one of these in-
struments was demonstrated to listen-
ers-in to 2YA when one was put on
the air during the visit of the Japanese
fleet.

In addition to concerts of Japanese
music, however, Huropean concerts are
a feature of the programme, and the
names of the great masters are-familiar
to listeners. Japanese bands have
reached a high standard, and very
many can look back on the enjoyment
received from the band music¢ recently
broadcast by 2YA. Plays written es-
pecially for broadecasting are highly
appreciated.

Allocation of 'Wime,

APPROXIMATELY seven hours 2
day are devoted to the programmes,
while during the week-end and public
holidays this iIs increased to ten hours.
According to the most recent statistics
the number of licensed listeners within
a radius of 100 miles of Tokio consti-
tute 60 per cent. of the total listeners
through Japan. o
Translated into English, the intro-
ductory announcement is “JOAK,
JOAK, this is Tokio Broadcasting Sta-
tion. Good morning everybody.” The

closing announcement is the same, ex-

cept “evening” instead of “morning,”

ON the night of September 19 listen-

ers in the Mount Victoria area
were startled by someone transmitting
“V’s” (three dots and a dash) on top
of the broadcast wave-length band. The

transmitter was using a valve and was

tuned very broadly, for it could be
heard over a wide sector of the dialg
of receiving sets, He emitted a long
wailing note before he¢ got on to the
“V’s”, This gentleman, who ever he
is, is canvassing for trouble, and if he

can be located at least half a dozen

listeners are determined to report him
to the authorities.

Donors to Kihgsfbrd Smith
Fund.

Dorors io the radio presentation to
the Southern Cross aviators, were as
follows :-—

Mrs. J. Toup-Nicolas, Mariborough.

- Mr, C. H. Ensor, Taihape.

Mrs. Arthur Cook, Christchureh.

‘Mr, H. A, Fairweather, Kaikoursa.

Anonymous, Wellington.

Mr. R. J. Conner, Wellington.

Mrs., M. V. Smith, Taugarakan (via
Stratford).

Mrs. Pattison, Woodville.

Mr. E. L. Rutherford, Culverden.

Mr. H. B. Cooper, Lower Hutt.

Mr. C. Sing, Tatuanui (Thames
Line).

Mr. N. C. Winstanley, Picton.

Mr. D. Murray, Rangatana.

Mrs., J. H. Preston, Goodwood
(Otago).

ton).

Mr. C. H, Page, Kingsland (Auck~
land). , '

Mrg, A, O'Donnell, Hawera.

Anonymous, Christchurch, ,

Miss . Colborne-Veel, Sumner.

Mr. D. L. Rutherford (Culverden).

Anonymous, Auckland. -

Mr. G. S. Owens, Ashburton.

Mr. C. A. Stopford, Te Poi {North
Auckland).,

Mr. A. R. Gardiner, Purau (Lyttel-

Misses A. and R. Hutchingon, Mt.
Albert (Auckland). : :

Anonymous.

A). G. Liddell Lyall Bay (Welling-
ton). - _

THE standard mean time clock at

Greenwich, which gives the world
its time, is kept in a heat insulated
room. to which access can only be ob-
tained by means of entry through a
series of double doors.

Here is the Most Popular Radio
Battery in the World

| ~The Columbia Layerbilt '

VER before has it been possible to util-
ize every cubic inch of battery to pro-
duce power. The new Columbia Layerbilt

Insist upon it.
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“B” Battery has accomplished this.

Made of flat layers of current-producing’
material instead of the usual round cells, not
a cubic inch of space is wasted. You get
‘more battery for your money, far more
energy, greater clarity, volume and distance
from your receiving set. ‘There is not an-

other battery like the ColumbiaLlayerbilt—
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Fuoctory Representatives
. ELLIS & COMPANY ,LTD;
Chancery Chambers, O’Connecli S -
: Auckland :




