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Friday, September 21, 1928.

THE N.Z.- RADIO- RECORD.

@arped Statements made to Justi

'I\‘

another column there is published
the text of a letter addressed by
the secretary of the Racing Conference

to the secretary of the Wellington-

Amateur Radio Society in response to
the protest of that society and the
Hawke’'s” Bay Radio Society against
the banning of race descriptions. - In
this letter certain statements are made
which to our mind do not convey the
exact truth and we think it due to all
concerned to make correcting comment,

There is scarce need to dwell on the
weak suggestion of the secrefary that
back-block settlers and inmates of hos-
pitals will really find it more conveni-
ent and enjoyable to dispense with
broadcast descriptions of races till the
evening when they will be able to re-
ceive all the results in one huge
mouthful! ¥rankly, this is pitiable
and there is no need to do more than
point to the spectacle of the inmates
of Palmerston and Waipukuraun sana-
torinms making earnest petition for
the restoration to them of the hours
of joy given by the broadcast descrip-
tions. If the members of the Race
Conference have any hearts at all, let
them but test their own statement by
going into such a hospital as Welling-
ton (now equipped with radio} and
learn at first-hand how popular their
“pban’ is, The secretary’s suggestion

that it would really be better for them

to wait till evening strikes omne as
heartless sareasm.

Do ithe Police Need Nursing?

THE suggestion is revived that the

ban is dictated by concern for the
alleged inability of the police to cope
with illegal betting. The secretary
writes, “The Commissioner of Police is
reporied to have had representations
made to him,” etc. Does this mean
that the ban has been imposed with-
out even troubling to find out whether
the police do definitely want the as-
sistance of the racing authorities in
carrying out their job? 1Does not the

‘gecretary know definitely where the

police stand in th™ ' matter? It should
be a simple thing to ask the Commis-
sioner precisely what his views are and

RaCmg ' Ban

Challenge to Racing Secretary

whether he considers the police force
is incapable of dealing with offences
against the law without the need of
depriving thousands upon thousands of
innocent homes and the gick and
maimed in hospital of hours of radio
enjoyment? It is this vagueness which
led the public from the start fo recog-
nise as mere ca.mouﬂage the sugges-
tion that the raecing authorities were

in the least concerned with the public

morals. 'That ground was in realify
cxbandoned by the secretary himself
when in former correspondence the
suggestion was advanced that the at-
titude of the authorities might change
if a little cash were to pass for the
privilege of broadcasting! In those
circumstances what weight attaches to
the reasons advanced by the racing au-
thorities?

Right to Suppress Xews?

UT it is in relation to its e¢laim to
control the dissemination of news
after the event that we think the sec-
retary of the Racing Conference has,
conseiously or unconsciously., warped
his presentation of the exact position.
He says: “The Radio Broadcasting
Company .
clubs have neither the right nor the
power to restrict the company in its
broadcast of the particulars of their
meetings. It would be interesting to
know whether your society supp: -
the company in its view that racing
clubs have no right or power o control
particulars of their own enfertain-
ment during the progress thereof.”

THIS version is inaccurate in that it

omits to cite the circumstances.
In first banning broadcast descriptions,
the conference intimated that it re-
commended clubs to aiford the Broad-

. claims that the raciug.

cast Company facilities equal to those
accorded the Press, The facilities ac-
corded the Press include expensive ac-
commodation, telephone facilities for
the prompt despatch of news, and im-
mediate use of thai news, The out-
come of this is that certain newspapers
during the progress of important meet-
ings iIssue special editions and have
race news available on the streets only
a few minutes after the running of 2
race. Further, results are posted out-
side their offices promptly after com-
pletion so that the public that is within
‘ange of fhis service secures prompt-
ness and efficiency.

But while pretending to give broad-

casting facilities' equal to the Press,

the ‘race authorities would not do so.
They imposed as a condition of attend-
ance as their guests, that the telephone
was not to be used for the dispatch
of news to the studio and that no use
was to be made of the news gathered
at the course till the evening session.

It was this limitation of facilities,
and more particularly the lapse of
time, which the Broadcasting Com-
pany regarded as unfair and as “a
atxpulatxon which the conference has
neither the right nor the power to
enforce.”

How Far Will They Go?
Y omitting to explain the cirecum-
stances in which the Broadcasting
Company refused to be bound by the
agging tactics of the Racing Confer-
once, the secretary has been guilty,
consciously or unconsciously, of un-
fairness. He asked the question
whether the society supported the
Broadcasting Company in its attitude.
Tt iz not our place to speak for the
society, but we do know that we speak
for the great majority of our readers

when we say than hsteners, are deﬁn~
itely behind the Broadeasting Company
in its refusal to be bound by the unfair
zag of the racing authorities.

We are quite prepared to turn the
tables on the secretary and ask him
if his conference seriously elaims the
right, in a British community—ac-
customed to freedom and fairness,
of suppressing news and its dis-

semmatlon by one medium while en-

couraging it on the part of a dozen'
agents of another medium?

IF they do, let them say so, that we
may know how far the Racing

Oligarchy presumes to go. Up through .

the centuries the public has fought for
the right to news, hot from the évent.

Immedlately a -race is over, the result

becomes news, even the evenis of the

race are news, and under the law of
the land may be disseminated as such-.

by any medium
party cares to employ.

I'J.‘ is to the eredit of the Broadcwstmg‘ “
Company that it has refused to.

avail itself of the proffered hospltahty

of the racing authorities so long as
apply..

the restrictions mentioned
Working strictly within its legal rights
it has secured . news at the earliest
opportunity and broadcast it for Ilis-
teners. Those who wish to bet on this
news are at very
compared with the actual broadecast; in

that an mterested :

4

little disadvantage-

any event those keenly concerned with -
the resuits from the betting point of -

view secure their news in their own
“‘ay‘

ness and weight of hours to the sick

and afflicted; and to show the public:

how much its entertainment and. good-

All that the ban has doné hdsg
been to deprive the . offensive and un-
offending of enjoyment:; to add weari- -

will count against a few extra shillings .

of forced admission money. |
neither we nor the Broadcasting Com-

While

pany question the right of the Raeing

and Trotting Conferences to run. their -
business as they like, we are at liberty

to question the wisdom of the reasons
advanced for their action; and to re-

sist any effort at oppressive gaggmg'. _'
sought to be nnposed o the pubhc. o

Struck by Lightning.

- “Southern C(Cross”
- Experience.

HE radio outfit on the Southern
(‘voss, with which communication
¢an be obtained with the land while
the machine is in flght, iz a short-wave
receiving and transmitting set, which
ol also operate at 600 metres. There
[1n aerial for each wavelength. These

; aernls consist of trailing wires with a

weight on each to keep them taut.
As is well known now, the radio

operator, Mr, M¢Williams, fared badly

on the flight. 'The Southern Cross en-

countered an electrical storm, and a

flash of lightning put both antenna am-
“After working

the cabin, a torch in one hand, Mr.
MeWilliams was just about to reas-
semble the pieces when the aeraplane
ran into one of the worst bumps ever
experienced, and the loose equipment
was scattered everywhere. The opera-
tor persisted in his job, and eventually
got the set into working order again,
Had it not been for the mishap in
the storm the public would have re-
ceived many more messages from the

- Southern Cross.

DUTY of 40 per cent. is. charged

on radio valves importe‘d into the’

United States, There is an agitation
on foot to reduee thls r;o 30 per cent.

AS a vesult of the erection of thlee

meteorological stations in Groon-

land, two days’ notice will be given to-
‘ghips of storms expected to reach the

Atlantie Ocean.

mght Rovally Entertamed

is he who—buying with good
judgment—desires the ut-

most in reproduction, long

range, appearance  and
economy and finds these in—

KING
NEUTRODYNE

Not only in name a king, but, in
actual fact, a ruler of space.

Australia’s talent command-
“ed in your armchair,

Several Models for your Choice.| T~y
F.J.W.FEAR & Co.| &
Wellington. | W

63 Willis Street

A singie conirol G-valve
KING set, an epic of sim-

plxclty. selectivity, and
rang
£27 lOs. 0d.

With valves.
Money Can Buy No Better.




