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L_LISTENERS-IN heard each machinestart up with a roar and take off
and the. picturesque scene at Sock-burn was graphically and interesting-
ly described. A mighty roar an-' nounced that the Gloster Grebe was
taking to the air and this exception-
ally fast machine under Captain
Findlay entertained the waiting
crowd with a session of sensationai
stunting.
The mist over the plain was quick-ly dispersing and at last out of the
haze in the northern distance came
five aeroplanes, one very much larger
than the rest. They were describedfrom the roof of 3YA by the aidof binoculars, but for some time laterit was impossible for the naked eyeto detect them, and then at first onlythe giant "Southern Cross." The
aeroplanes did not fly over the citybut headed straight for Sockburn.
The "Southern Cross" circled the
aerodrome and the roar of her en-
gines was distinctly heard by all lis-
teners. The great ’plane with its blue
body and silver wings was flying only
a hundred to two hundred feet above
the heads of the crowd. Then said
the announcer:

"She is landing now-she is
forty feet off the ground-the
wheels have touched-she has
jumped a few feet into the air
and down again-a perfect land-
ing only a few feet from the
marked landing circle-the time
is 9.23."

SPEECHES BROADCAST.
HE ‘Southern Cross" had landed i
People from one end of New
Zealand to the other knew it-at 9.28
too. But radio had not finished its
part in the great flight. The speecheswere to follow. Mr. McWilliams
spoke from the aerodrome and Squad.ron-Leader Kingsford Smith and
Flight Lieutenant Ulm spoke fromthe studio of 8YA. Next day follow-
ed the civic welcome and that even-
ing listeners were enabled to over-
hear all-or most-that was said at
a Returned Soldiers’ smoke concert
tendered to the airmen.
The Broadcasting Company’s sta-tions handled the flight with splendid
efficiency, but the company does not
claim all the credit to itself. This
was borne out in an interview whichMr. A. R. Harris, General Manager ofthe Company, had with a Christ-
church "Star" reporter on the day ofthe flight. In the course of that
interview Mr. Harris said that the
company and listeners were deeply
indebted to the Post and Telegraph
Department for its whole-hearted co-

ies The Department hadno trouble to keep the radio
switions posted with the latest re-
ports and it had installed a first-class
land line to the aerodrome, a dis-
tance of seven miles. Mr. Harris also
referred to the great assistance thathe had received from Mr. P. R. Climie
(Secretary of the Canterbury Pro-
gress League), Major T. M. Wilkes
(Director of the Air Services), and
Captain J. L. Findlay (officer com-
manding the aerodrome). .
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The giant 7o1oplane "SOUTHERN
CBOSS_" that Cc)ried the famowcsflyer and his creti" 45 #Ll?safely across th
Pacdfic.
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Wherevertheverybestofradioequipmentis imperative
youwill findBurgessBatterieschosen: Time-triedand
tested: Unequalledfordependable,trouble-freeservice,
goodperformance,andlonglife: Vouchedforbymen
whose very lives depend On the efficiency of their
apparatus
FitYOUR setwithBurgessBatteries: Obtainablefrom Capt.KingsfordSiithallgoodRadioDealers.
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