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SLMOST everybody is inter-
-ested in some form of
sport, . It -has been said
that the youngest - New
g Zealander draws his first
RS prédath in an atmosphere
o _ throbbing with the vitgl-
isjing tonic of cléan and hedlthy sport,
and, certainly, the lure of the open-air
Keeps him kéenly interested in the do-
ings on course, court, and playing field
long years after he has himself ceased
to be an active participator in the
streguous rivalries of the young and
strong. No wonder, then, that sport-
ing broadcasts constitute one of the
most popular of the pumerous serviges
réndered to’ the commupity - by the
Broadcasting Cotipany. - . :

BROADOA;STING, like all new things,

has at the outset been looked upon
with ‘a certain amount of doubt and
suspicién. Seme of those responsible
for the control of .organised sport. have
been apprehépsive as to the effect
which this néw service wotld . have
upon the particylar. sport with which
they are.concerned. They have been
fearful lest the Dbroadcasting of a de-
scription of races or games while they
are actually in progress should pyove
sufficient for followers of the sport to
keep them from attendance, and thus
adversely affect the gate takings.
Hence the difficulties which have from
time to time arisen .when . permission
has been sought to Droadcast certain
race and other sports meetings. Hap-
pily, however, practical experience is
constantly demonstrating the fallacy of
fear on.this- account, and proving con-
clusively that, far from exejcising any
detrimental influence. broadecasting is
widening and intensifying publie jpter-
egt, attracting -new.patrons, winning
back those who have grown indiffeyent,
and consequently building up instead
of breaking down the financial bul-
warks of the clubs, Of this striking
and encouraging faet the Broadcasting
Company has had convincing testi-
mony. In the United States, where
broadcasting hiasg an enormous vogue,
they bave coinéd a. terse, pithy, and
characteristic slogan—*“Broadeasting
‘never bumps—it boostg’—and of the
truth of this claim New Zealand,
théugh, comparatively speaking, new

to the game, has alveady the proof of -

e'xperieﬁce. ’

QPORTING broadcasts make a very
. wide appeal. Sloals of apprecig-
tive letters have been received from all
parts of the Dominion evidencing how

The Rapid and Remarkable Development of Sporting

~ Broadcasts

xwf'idespread is the intérest in e¢ach par-
ticylay event. and, incideptally, how
thoroughly appreciated is the action of
the club, association, or society, which
allows its fixtures to be¢ relayed for the
entertainment of those enthusiasts who
are unable to gtténd, eithér in conge-
quence of distance, illness, of other
go66d and sufficient reasons. ,

The company’s sporting broadcasts
have covered racing, football, boxiug,
cricket, tepnis, athletic sports, imotor-
cyele racipg and gwimming, 4ll of
which havé beén described direct from
the scene of the encouunter.

N findicatién of the rapid develop-

ment of this bpanch of the com-
pany’s sefvice is afforded by the fact
that prior to June, 1927, approximatély
175 transmission hours had peen given
to gport, whilst the grapd total fop the
year ehding Jume, 1928, indicate 574
trapsmission hours. An gnalysis of the
official records discloses that the time
.oceupied per week in sporis broad-
casts exceeded eleven hours.  There
were in all 206 relays conducted dur-
ing this period. The details which fol-
low disclose in interesting form the
magnitude already attained jun this
branch of radic service, while at the
samé time showing how well ~the
Brogdcasting Company caters for its
sporting public. The figures, covering
the peried June, 1927-28, give in the
aggregate for the four statiens the
number of sporting fixtyres broadcast

and the time occupied in transmis-
glon i ' ’
No. Hours.

Racing and trotting . 6+  303%
Rugby foetball ...... TL° 124%
Crichet soeovecccess 29 08
TenRnis coeovessssacs 6 1
BOXINE sesvaceceses 9 9
Athletics ..ceveneess 1 11
Motop Spo¥ts coceeens 1 2
Swimming cececeos = 2
Sacceer ..o D | 85
Rebroadeasts ..cccaa 12 414
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]?RQI\I the above, it wiil be seen that
' raecing and trotting hold the lead
with 303} transmission heurs for all
stationg, Rugby feotball coming next
with 124} transmission hours, and mak-
ing a tofal of 427% heuis for thiexd

three sports. Rugby football leads in

the number of attrac'tions broadcast, 71
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v. 01d Boys played at

- ing velay is conducied.
i compuny's official announcers yve pro-

being recorded as against 64 for racipg
and trottipg. In additjon to these
relays and rebroadcasts thepe have
been regylar sports sessions on Satuz-

.day nights at all four statiops at

which all the more important sports
results have been broadeast, and, when
occasipn required, reviews of the fields
before race meetjngs, and talks on
many sports stibjects. During the past

twelve months a system has been or-

ganised for the prompt supply to 4ll
stationy of the results of the most im-
portant field events, and these, when-
ever possible, are anpounced during the
afternoen session, as well ag during the
evening gessjon.

In order to carry ou thig gervice,
several long relay lines have been rve-
quired, the longest up to the present
béing the lines used on the occasion
£ the Ranfurly Shield matches, wwhich
were relayed from Masterton and
Palmerston North and broadceast from
2YA Wellington, a distance of 90 and
95 miles respectively.

’I‘HE first sporting broadcust in New
Zealand was trapsmitted by SAC.
his initial event, u description. of the
inter-club Rugby fixture—Christchurch
Lancaster Park
on May 29, 1926—was in the nature of.
4 novelty, so far as New Zegland was
concerned, and was dcelgimed 3 great
sue~ = Thuys encouraged, 3AC at-
tempted the more ambitious relay of
the trotting meeting at Addipgton ou

~ June 3, and shortly after followed with'

the hockey fixtyres Indian Army V.
Canterbyry gnd Indiap Army v. New

. Zealand, which were played at Lan-~

caxter Park jn June, 1926. These were
the first internatjongl fixtyres played
on the tour of New Zealand by the
Tndian Army lLockey tegm.

VI‘HE first sporting event broadeyst
A from 8YA by the Radio Broadcast-
Company ‘was the relay of a de-
seript:  of the Grand Natiopal Stee-
plechgse at Ricearton. hig first trans-
mission has become historical in Christ-
church and in the annals of broadeagt-
ing in New Zealund on account of the
diftculties which had to be overcome
before it could be sccomplished. The
relay apparatus had to be\nlza,ced out-

g

side the grounds, and finglly a place

wag found about three furlongs from
the judge’s box. This wasg an old hyy-

 stack, and after the apparatuy had

been arranged on top of it, the ap-
wancer took up hig position, and, de-
apite distance and discomfort, an ex-

" colent broadeast resulted. One diffi-

. 'y on thig occasion was the finding
of a syitable telephone line, 43 Riccar-
ton was not very well supplied with
lines at that time, put this was over-
come by the generous action of Mr. J.
McCombe, the well-known Riccarton
mentoy, who placed his private ‘phene
at SYA's disposal during the timie the
rgces were on.

A year hys made a greyt difference
in the conditions under which o sport-
To-day the

vided with comfortable seats. and every

 epusideration is shown them by oflicials

and patrons alike,
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['EE first event recorded for Welling- .
ton whilst still operating ynder the |
old call sign 2YK was the description

of the All Blacks v. Wellingten Rugby
inatch, prior to their departure in 1926
on their toyr of Australiz. Station
9YK continued relaying sports at in-
tervals until July, 1927, when the high-
powered station in Wellington came

into getion. Juyly 9 to 16, 1927, will .

long bé yemembeyed by the sport-loving
public, being red letter days in the his-
tory of broadecasting in New Zealand.
Three days of racing and two of Asgo-
ciation football! And what made it
more notable was, of coyrse, the nian-
nér in which 2YA burst gpon radio
life of New Zealand. The new statjon
me "o g sensational debut, which, curi-
ously enoygh, was the broadcast of a
sporting event-—the Rapfyrly Shield
wateh, Wairarapa v. Hawke's Bay.
Thjs event adds yet another historieal
miléstone in sporting broadeast, and
must be well yemembered by the many
whe hegrd it. And here let it be ve-
ecorded that in these early efforts, as
well as on all sybseauent occagions, the
Post - gnd  Telegraph
through the courtesy and efficiency of
its officials responsible for the provi-
sjon apd prepayation of the requisite
lineg, ete.,2 has contributed in large
meagure to the guccess gchieved.

SHORZ!,‘LY after ibe opening of 1YA

in Aygust, 1926, the sporting
brogdeasts commenced in Ayckiand,
and gmong other things relays of pox-

‘ing gud wrestling fron the Town Hall

-+ore well received. However, the first
real sport. “boost’” teok plice when the
company featyred the whole of the
A xland Cup carnival at Eller:li¢ and

Bpsom, and during the same week
broadeast the poxing  match
Parker Y. Thyru. ¥ron this

time Auckland has never looked back
in sporting broadeasts. 1t is worthy
of note that in Auckland a Rugby Un-
jon officia] brogdcast a description of a
Yoccer test mateh, which was played
on the Rugby League ground. On this
oocgsion three usually conflicting ele-
ments were united with mutually
pleasing and satisfgctory resylts, M.
Meredith was the parrator of the Can-
adian v. New Zegland Boceer mateh,
which wag played on the Carlaw Park
League: ground, :

WPORTING broadeasts from station
4YA, Dunedin, commeneed when
this station vesumed  operatians in
June, 1926, at the close of the Dynedin
lixhibition. The first broadeasts of a
sporting nature were the foothgll and
hockey rvesults trapsmitted on Satur-

day afternoons, This service has stead-

ily improved.

In addition to the events recorded in
the above resume, the following out-
standing gporting atfractions were
broadcast i — v

Boxing centest, King Edward Bufr-
racks, Chrigtchyrch, between Charlie
Purdy and the Filipino, Jamito, .
~ Rugby.—Ranfurly  Shield mateh,
Canterbury v, Hawke's Bay, 1927,

terbury v. Wellington.

Trotting, .- Duke of York's meeting,
Addipgton.  During the visit of LRI
tha Duke of York, 1907

)
22
Rughy--Representative hxture, Cdl&‘/

Dépagtmenh )

e

Y

!

.
AL



