
[NX addition to the splendid work thatis being done by the Departmentof Agriculture and the Canterbury
Progress League, quite a number of
competent authorities have helped to
eontribute to the farmer's store of use-
ful knowledge. The gentlemen who
have thus faced the microphone in one
or other of the company’s stations in
a spirit of community’ service, include
Mr. J. W. Collins (Secretary of the
Department of Industry and Com
merce), Mr. T. C. Brash (Secretary of
the Dairy Produce Board), Dr. Kid-
son) Government Meteorologist), Mr.
H. H. Edwards, Mr. W. R. Oliver, Mr.
‘B. H. Skeates, Mr. G. Ambler, and Mr.
‘HW. W. Beck. The farmer, let it he
moted, gets all this wealth of valuable
information, in addition to the daily
and nightly entertainment which radio
provides for his household, however
remotely located it may be.

Afternoon Talks.
‘F ADIES who listen in during the
afternoons have been specially
well catered for in the way of lecturesfrom all four stations. These lectures
have naturally related chiefly to do-
mestic affairs. In Dunedin, Miss
Puchegud has delivered a series of lec-
tures on "Interior Decoration." In
Christchurch, under the auspices of
the Home: Eeonomics Association,
many very instructive addresses have
been given by Miss M. Blackmore,
Miss M. J. Shaw, and Miss Sarah Mc-
Kee. Lectures on first aid have been
given at 2YA by Dr. L. A. Line, and
a2 ennine nurse, Miss Christmas, has
given advice regarding the care and
treatment of man’s most faithful ani-
mal. In the realm of the home,
numerous interesting and helpful talks
have been given, covering every detailof the domestic wardrobe, while ex-
perts in modern culinary art have
broadcast much valuable advice on
what to cook, and how to.cook it. Isx-
perts in dancing, too, have helped to
familiarise listeners with the latest
steps, and have given beginners many
useful hints concerning the etiquette
of the ballroom. Thus does radio coma
to the aid of wife, mother, and maid.

Descriptive Broadeasts.

pulIESE are usually broadeast directfrom the scene of action per means
of a relay line linking course, playing
field, or boxing arena with the operat-ing panel in the radio studio. The
announcer, With his microphone, is on
the spot, and it is his job to give a
clear and graphic deseription of what
is going on. It is by no means an easy
task. The man who does it success-
fully must have keen eyes, sharp ears,
a good voice, and a nimble tongue, all
trained to respond instantly to the call
of an alert mind. He must be both
narrator and commentator, and, in the
latter role especially he must display
the wisdom and discretion of a Su-
preme Court Judge, the temperament
of an iceberg,-and the tact of a success-ful politician. -He must know what he
is talking about, that is to say, he
must be possessed of considerable tech-
nical knowledge of his game or sport
he is called upon to deseribe, and he
must see to it that his deseription is
absolutely fair and impartial, and free
from the slightest taint of bias of any
kind. Full information as to what the
Broadeasting Company has accomplish-
ed in this sphere will be found in thesection recording the company’s opera-
tions in the realm of sport.
The news value of descriptive broad-
casting is by no means confined to
‘sport. As every New Zealand listener
is nware, it has been not infrequently
usefully employed in other spheres,
such as the broadcasting of the pro-
ceedings at functions of wide public
interest. To cite just one instance, it
was the means of bringing listeners
throughout the Dominion into immedi-
"te and intimate touch with the solem-
' nities with which Anzue Day was com-
memorated in the four cities, and it
made it possible for the most distant
"digger" farthest north or farthest
-south; or even on the other side of the
Vasman, to hear, if he wished to do so,
the tributes paid to his fallen comrades
by His Majesty's representative and
the King's Minister in Wellington.
Let us reeall but one other case,
that-dreary, dreadful, unforgettable

night at Trentham,
that night. bornein -on: the flood
tide of ~° hopeful
expectancy and
swept out before
the dawning on
the mournful
stream of bit-
ter disxppointment
and fearful appre-
hension. Poor Mon-
crief! Poor Hood!
Was ever news
more dramatically
transmitted than
that to which the
anxious thousands
sat and listened
throughout that
live-long. night?
News in this form,
news straight from
the mint of the
world’s happen-
ings, news throb-
bing with: the vi-
tality of ‘the per-
sonal touch, is rad-
io’'s priceless gift
to the watrld, andit is good ito know
that its import-
ance and value isfully congfprehend-
ed hy the Broad-
casting Gompanyof New Zealand.
Allied with what
may be defined as
the "news pfhase" of broadeast informa-
tion, is the no less important part of
the service which is devoted to

Stunts.
T? is perhaps the 1ost suitable wordto describe what the Broadeasting
Company has done in the way of pre-
senting feature attractions, of a more
or less ‘topical nature. Theseattractions are generally relays or re-
broadcasts of important events, but
have sometimes taken the form of
special events in the studios. One such,
doubtless sfiii fresh in the minds of
listeners, was the Maori Radio Page-
ant. Another, the notable Edison
Night.
These so-@alled "Stunts" have fre-
quently been sporting happenings, The
most striking instance was the Ran-
furly Shield match at Masterton in
July last year, a match which was.historic in Raghby and historie in radio
hbroadeasting.: It was a trial run for
2YA, and it Met with stupendous sue-
cess throughont New Zealand.
Crowds in every town and township
stood aroundloudspeakers and fisten-
ed’ to a.very graphie description of a
great event. ‘No one who heard will
ever forget.
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KX course, opportunities for such a"stunt" aS then presented itself
happen but. rerely, and, once having
happened, subsequent events of a simi-lar nature become commonplace, especi-
uly if the oecasion does not presentihe same interesting features. Thit
is why the Wairarapa mutch broadeastwill always occupy a premicr place in
publie estimation, while the next Ran-
furly Shield .mateh at Palmerston
North, thongh over a longer relay line,
is not so often mentioned. People soon
begin to accept as a matter of course
things which have at first appealed
to them as remarkable, and in nothing
is this more evident than in regard to
rebroadeasting.
There is no longer any novelty con-nected with listening-in ‘to: England,

Grystal-set users in New Zealand have
done so. On one of the first such
vceasions nobody is concerned about
the amount of noise or how imperfect
is the reception, but after experiencing
the abomination of noise in long-dis-
tance receeption the average listener
is content to settle down to enjoying
the New Zealand programmes. Dis-
iance, of course, lends enchantment,
and this is nowhere more evident than
in broadeasting. It is a commentary
on human nature that while New Zea-
lund listeners praise the Australian
‘stations, shonls of letters come from
Australia praising the New Zealand
programmes.

(Pern is no one more alive to theimportance of "stunts" than is the
Radio Broadeasting: Company, and
overseas staiions are . rebroadcast
when something worth while is on theair and the reception is of a quality
which permits of satisfactory rebroad-
casting. These occasions are, how-
ever, of rare occurrence. COrystal-set
users in New Zealand have on‘ occa-
sion heard Big: Ben strike, and voice
and musie transmitted from London,
ihe oeveasion. of the broadeast’ being
of sufficient interest and the satmo-
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Transmitting Plant, 4YA, Dunedin.
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