
The Scope of Broadcast
EntertainmentN order to realise the

quality and efficiency of
the service given by the
Broadcasting Company,it is necessary to carefully review the work
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|

Was’ required to be done before
prigrammes could be satisfactorily
brvadcast,he company received its charter
less than three years ago. Efficient
andup-to-date ‘transmitting stationswere‘erected and opened at Auckland,
Wellington, and Christchurch as soonas‘the necessary machinery could be
imported.. The Auckland and Christ
church.stations have been in operation
two years,.and the Wellington station
one year. ‘The erection and opening
of, these stations was in itself a re
markable achieyement, and it is obvi
ous that prior to the opening of the
st§tions it would have been, worse than
uspless.
to spend either time or money

yexpensive. programmes, which
could

-in the circumstances have been
efficiently.

Ts. reviewing programmes, therefore,"it is essential to remember that all
Seramme development properly dates
n the opening of these modern sta
tigns.. There can be no doubt that the
dg elopment which has heen effectediifthis short period of time reflects the
itest. credit not only on the judg:
mnt of the Broadeasting Company,
-also on the enthusiasm of the
isical ~and: dramatic profession of
Ww: Zealand. Notwithstanding the
Vi ited revenue available, the companyobtained the eo-operation .of all
fat is best in the musical and dra
mrtic art of the Dominjon.
~aguring the process of establishingthe stations covering the period be-
tween the granting of the license and
the: commencement of serious pro-
gramme development, the old Dunedin
station was remodelled, and 4 number
ofprominent people and many inter
esting relays were broadcast. The
mést outstanding of these was the
brondeast of theDhnedin: Exhibition,
diiring:which period a number: of lear-
ing. New Zealand singers"and choirs,
many prominent political and

coni..ercial men, and representativesofothercountries, were heard over the —

air.

goun features
‘of the""pxhibition

proadeast were: Argyle and’ Suth-
‘erland Highlanders’ Band; "Faust,"
presented by the combined Wellington
and. Dunedin Choral’ Societies; "The
Rebel Maid." "The Golden Legend,"
and "Cavelieria Rusticana," -presented
by the Exhibition Choir; recitals by
BKisa Stralia, Harrison Cook, Arthur
Jordan, and Madame Winnie Fraser;¥iplinrecital by ‘Farnsworth Hall
(Sydney), and’ vocal recital by Miss
Monica Drew (contralto), of London:
agldresses by Mr. Sutherland~ Ross
¢:(president of the Dunedin Exhibition),Mr. GO. P. Wainsworth (manager of the
Wxhibition), Captain S. J. Trabam
(British Commissioner) Gaptain W.¥ Smallhorn (Australian. Commis-
sioner), and: Mr. J. Ws Collins .(N.2Z.
Government Commissioner)."During this period also most of
the best ‘picture theatre orchestras and
@sinee orchestris were regularly relay-ed. These included:

Auckland: Majestic, Strand, Rialto
and Prince Edward Theatres, and
Dixieland and Click-Clack Cab-
arets.
Wellington: Paramount Fheatre, Man-
uel Hyman’s Orchestra, and Wil-
birnie Cabaret.
Christchurch: Liberty, Everybody's,
Crystal Palace, and Strand The-
atres, and Marston's, Stillwell’s
Railey’s and Christie's orchestras.
Dunedin: Octagon snd Empire The-
atres, and dance music from the
Savoy. Also relay of Inunedin
Choral Society's concert.

PSOIEDIATELY after the eompletionof the stations the Company
turned its attention to programmes,
and one of its first actions was the
engagement of a Director of Music to
co-ordinate the work of the programme
organisers at the yarious stations, with
a view to most fully utilising all avail-
able musical and dramatic talent in
New Z wland for the brcadeast enter-
tainment.
As a result of this policy the follow-
ing claims can justly be made: Almost
every artist of importance in the Do-
minion has appeared before the micro-
phone; the great majority of these
have been organised for concerted work
and for regular performance.

CCOMPANISTS.-Another of the
first steps was to obtain the ser-
viees of the following thoroughly com-
petent accompinists for the four sta-
jions: Mr. Cyril -‘Towsey (Atickland),
Mr. Gordon Short (Wellington): Miss
Ajleen Warren (Christehurch), snd
"Irs. Ernest Drake (Dunedin), who are
known and respected throughout New
Yealand as artists of the highest stands
ing.
TNSTRUMENTALISTS--Three string
irios were engaged, one each for
Auckland, Wellington and Christ-
church. ‘These trios were composed
of the Jeading musicians in the Do-
minion, the personnel being «as fol-
LOWS t--
Aucklnnd: Miss Ina Bosworth, Miss
Lalla Wemus and Mr. Cyril Tow-
sey,
Wellington: Miss Ava Symons, Mr.
George Ellwood and Mr. Gordon
Short.
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Christchurch: Miss Irene Morris. Miss
Aileen Warren and Mr. Harold
Zeck.
The works performed by these trios
included the leading trio compositions
of Beethoven, Bach, Waydn, Brahms,
Mozart, Schubert, Arénsky, Dvorak,
Raff and Reissiger, and in fact works
of all the foremost composers of trio
musie. The standard of performance

compares with mich of the best whten
ean’ be heard in older countries. It ean
safely be claimed that never before
has such mitisie been available to the
public in this country,

(WING to the fact that in the stageof early development the cost ofan orchestra was not justified, the trio
work unfortunately had to be tised to
excess, Which resulted in certain
amount of criticism, btit a proportion
of this class of musie will always re-
main a desirable feature of any well-
balanced programme, and will undoubt-
ed.y go far to develop musical appre-ciation.
Other instrumental trios include the
Erie Watets’ Trio «nd the Carter Sis- |
ters’ Trio.
A very interesting combination was

~

the string quartet formed in Wel-:
lington by Mr. George Hillwood, and
which consisted of Miss Ava Symons,
Mrs. Meier, Mr. IF. Crowther, and Mr.
feorge HUwood. This combination per-
formed a number of the leading quartet
compositions, and presented this form .

of music in a more extensive and thor-"
ough manner than had previously been:
available to the New Zealand public.
OMMENSURATE with the policy of
progressive development, on May

1, 1928, an orchestra was formed at the
company’s super-power station, 2Y A,’
the members comprising the leading
soloists in Wellington, At the present
time this combination is the largest
and most efficient orchestra permanent-
ly employed in any broadeasting sta-tion in Australasia.
The programmes given by the orches-
tra were carefully selected, and the:
orchestra immediately leapt into popu-
larity. The orechestra’s repertoire is.
unlimited, and it is able to present
every class of musie from symphonies
to the lightest forms. What the future
holds with respect to the further de-
velopment of orchestras in New Zea-
land depends entirely upon the re-
sponse of the public.

(PH following comprise some of theoutstanding orchestral features :-
Symphonies. — "Unfinished -. Sym-
phony’ (Schubert), "Symphony in @
Minor" (Mozart), "Fifth Symphony"
(Beethoven), and "Military Sym-
phony" (Haydn).Suites.-Dance of the Hours" (Pon-chielli), "Le Roi ’SAmuse’ (Delibes),
"Coppelia Ballet" "(Delibes), "Ascanio
Ballet" (Saint-Saens). "Joseph and
Ilis Brethren" (Schmidt). "Nutcracker
Suite’ (Tschaikowsky), "Ballet Music"
(Gounod-Meyerbeer), "Hiawatha Bal-
let Music" ( (Coleridge-Taylor), 2 PeerGynt" (Grieg), "Scenes Pittorésque"’
(Massanet), and. "Egyptienne—Ballet"
(Luigini).
Operatie Arrangements.--"Cavalleria
Rusticana" (Maseagni). "Flying Dutch-
min" (Wagner). "Madame Butterfly’
(Puecini), "Rigoletto" (Verdi). "Bar-
Der of Seville’ (Rossini), "aus
(Gounad), "Jl Troeyatore’ (Vver lif;*nglacei" (Taeoneavallo), "Des Rosen-kavalier" (Strauss), anit Bohemi:unGirl’ (Balfe).
Light Opera -Practically all Gilbertand Sullivan's operas, "The Chocolate
Soldier’ (Strauss), "Rose Maries’

1YA. Instrumental Trio.
Mr. Cyril Towsey (pianist). Miss Ina Bosworth (violinist), and

Miss Molly Wright ('cellist).


