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RACE BROADCASTS BANNED

PHE Trotting and Racing Conferences have together decided
to ban

their meetings from public broadcast on the erounds advanced that
thereby illegal betting is encouraged, and the business community

dis-
tracted by the time taken in listening. Unquestionably the racing
authorities are entitled to manage their own business in their own way.
And the public, although it might not like the decision, would have no
valid ground for objecting if the conferences said that in their judgment
the broadcasting of race meetings kept people away and diverted money+
from the "tote" to other channels, and by doing these things was affect-
ing their financial strength and the security of their investments. But
the conferences have not advanced those reasons-in fact, we do not
believe they apply-and have based their decision upon grounds which:
are debatable and fitly the subject of public comment,

|

‘THE party most concerned is the public. How will the public appreciate
the action of the Racing Conference and the Trotting Conference?It is the public that supports these sports, and it is entitled to express its
view concerning the news service it would like in relation to them. The
allegation is that broadcasting promotes illegal betting; that hotels, clubs,
Dilliard saloons have sets installed, and the receipt of the news proniotes
the-activity of the bookmaker. What are the police doing-if these state-
ments are correct? But are they? All race meetings are not broadcast.
The bookmaker docs business on all (presumably), and has madeit his
business, as a matter of common knowledge, to acquire his information
by other means in respect of all meetings. He did this before the advent
of broadcasting, and the system still obtains. Banning broadcasting will
not ban the bookmaker, It will simply limit the pleasure and curb the
enjoyment of a large body of inoffensive listeners because of a question-
able claim that a public utility is the subject of abuse. Every modern
convenience and utility is the subject of injury as well as good. The
motor-car dispenses death as well as health; chemistry saves life as well
as takes it; all utilities are subject to wise administration and the
_ assessment of merit by balance. Where does the balance lie here? Our
view is-that the wheel of progress cannot be stopped. That the public,if it is entitled to the recreation of racing in an exacting world, is entitled
to the additional service of pleasurable and rapid descriptions thereof. The
reasons advanced by the conferences for their decision are not in our
opinion valid in themselves, and are but a cloak for other reasons. The
decision rests with the public, and we believe the public will not be slowin expressing disapproval and disappointment at the failure of these
responsible conferences to balance out the merits of the case, and allow
the good of the greatest number to have sway.
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Crystal Control
_

EFFECTIVE AT 2YA.

FIRST IN AUSTRALASIA.

QTATION 2YA is now equippedwith Piezo Crystal control, and
is believed to be the first station in
Australasia to be so equipped. Mr.
J. M. Bingham, the company’s en
gineer has been in Wellingtonfo: several days past working
on this equipment. The work
is mow completed, and the
station is now transmitting on the
new system. ‘This is a marker ad
vance and demonstration of the de‘sire of the company to keep the sta:
tion equipment in the forefront of
‘technical efficiency.

:

‘With the. conventional valve oscil
lator there was reason to suspectthat the frequency of the wave would‘be liable to be varied by the impress
ed speech and music as well as_the
amplitude of the wave. For best
operation the wave lerjzth should
not vary-only the power of the
station be varied by the speech or
music. If a station suffers from
frequency as well as amplitude,
modulation, it is- bound to suffer
from a certain amount of lack of
clarity. Under crystal control the
possibility of frequency variation is
reduced to an absolute minimum,
and th ewave put out has only the
amplitude variation which is ‘the ‘ob
jective desired. —

The frequency of 2YA, it may be
stated, is 713.9 kilocycles.
As showing how up-to-date 2YA is
now in comparison with other sta
tions, we append a brief reference to
crystal control from an American
authority which is just to hand by
the American mail.
GPECIAL piezo oscillators, which willhold a station so close to its fre
quency that several such stations can
operate on the same wave length with
out interference, is @ possibility of thie
very near future, according to Dr. J.
H, Dellinger, of the radio laboratory of
the United States Government Bureau
of Standards,
"Radio frequency standardisation, of
hithertofore laboratory character only,
has been of first importance in reduc-
ing radio interference," says Mr. Del-
linger, "The recent International Radio
Conference recognised frequency as the
corner-stone in the radio structure by
devoting its major attention to a fre-
quency allocation to provide for the or-
derly development of all radio services.
"Because of the increasing use of all
ayailable radio channels, particularly
those for broadcasting, and the very
high frequencies, the requirements of
frequency measurements are a hundred
times more rigorous than they were five
years ago. The perfection of standards
and measurements to the necessary ac-
‘curacy requires the most intensivework by the Government and by yari-
ous large organisations to produce stan-
dards and instruments that can be used
to keep radio stations each operating
on its own channel. This development
has been facilitated by a special co-
operative plan organised by the Bureau
of Standards a year ago involving the
Commerce, War and Navy Departments
and several large American electri
and radio companies.
"Piezo oscillators are now available
to hold radio station frequencies ex-
tremely constant. For instruments of
this type equipped with temperature
control, national and international com-
parisons have shown that they are reli-
able to a few parts in 100,000.
"This brings in sight the possibilitiy
of the use of special piezo oscillators
in broadcasting stations which will
hold the frequency so close that
sereral such stations can operate sim-
ultaneously without heterodyne inter-
|
ference on the same frequency."

SPORTING

NEXT WEEK’S FIXTURES
Wednesday, July 25: Otago v. Wai-
rarapa, 4VA.
Saturday, July 28: Rugby-lYA, 2¥A,
8YA and 4YA.
Boxing-Grifliths v. Barber, 4YA.
(Mr. Divers, Announcer).
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Souvenir Number on August 3
i had hoped that the change in our size and shape could have

‘ been effected with the commencement of our second year, and
began planning to this end some months back. The paper required
has to come from Canada, and shipment from the mills is not always
immediately available. We believe supplies will be in hand by a
steamer due this week at Auckland, and the change will be made just
as quick as delivery is secured,
We make this explanation in response to several letters from
listeners who were desirous of getting the first volume of the "Radio
Record" bound. The 52nd issue bore date July 13, but our suggestion
to listeners concerned’would be that they should withhold binding till
the change is actually made. We hope the new size will appear on
July 27, but if not then certainly on August 3. We sincerely regret
-. this delay, which we endeavoured to avoid by moving in the matter of
new paper five months ago, but the delays have been beyond our
control. a
The issue of August 3 will be of a specially comprehensive and
valuable character, running probably to 48 pages or more. It will bea
souvenir number, commemorating the opening of 2YA, and the com-
pletion of its first year of service to listeners.. Opportunity will be
taken to give a particularly comprehensive review of developments in
connection with broadeasting. We can assure readers in advance that
this will be a specially interesting number.SS
What Tones’can your SetReproduce?

Continued from cover.
the fact that it contains practically
no harmonics, particularly when soft
ly blown. The flute is thus seen to
be an instrument of the purest pos
sible quality.
The test transmission will range
from frequencies of 32 io 30,000.
That limit is, of course, beyond the
capacity of any set and of many
human ears. Sets should be capableof receiving at least up to 10,000.
If, on the other hand, sets are cap
able of receiving only up to 5009,
instruments and voices become more
or less colourless and similar in qual

ity, and one instrument can hardly
be told from another.
To help listeners to make a com-
plete record of the result of the test,
so far as their own set is concerned,
the "Radio Record" publishes a
schedule on which are marked the
various frequencies which are to be
broadcast, and listeners are invitedto mark opposite each one the man-
ner in which it is received.
The Broadcasting Company invites
listeners to send in these coupons
so that an analysis of the results of
‘he test can be made.

TABLE OF HARMONICS
The following table of harmonics is referred to on page 1.

"CAPPING" BROADCAST

4YA USES PORTABLE
TRANSMITTER

BROADCAST of the students’
capping celebrations in Dunedin

on Tuesday, July 10, was well carried
out by 4YA, and proved thoroughly en-
joyable. The whole carnival was well
"covered," and listeners-in who have
neyer seen how Dunedin students hon-
our the important occasion were able
to form a good appreciation of all that
Was going on.
The street scenes were described bythe announcer, who visited various
parts of the city in a motor-ear equip-
ped with Mr. J. D. McEwen’s short-
waye transmitting set. This trans-
mission was picked up on Mr. F, Bar-
nett’s short-wave receiver at the Kai-
korai Band Room, relayed to 4¥A and
then broadcast. The transmitter- in
the motor-car was operated on a wave-
length of 80 metres, so that, owing to

the harmonics, it could not be received
at the station.
The crowd which surrounded the
motor-car made transmission difficult,but compensation lay in the fact that
the street noises added colour and at-
mosphere to the broadcast. Whenever
the crowd was silent the broadcast and
re-broadecast were exceptionally clear.At one place where the car stoppedthere was some electrical interference
which prevented any transmission.
As well as the street performances,the doings in the Octagon ‘Theatre
were described, the two’ broadcasts al-
‘ternating. Big Brother Bill was in
charge of the microphone and he gave
a breezy account of all that was hap-
pening, while the students’ speeches,
picked up from the public address
loud-speakers, were relayed and broad-
east.

¥ reversing the condenser Jeads does
not. stop hand-capacity effects it ©
will often be found that one of the
grid leads is placed too near to the
panel face.
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DATE FIXED FOR AUGUST 29

PRIZES FOR READERS. .

JN accordance with the recommenda-tions of the IYA Musial and Dra-
matic Committee, a "Mystery Night"
programme is to be broadcast on Wed-
nesday, August 29, On September 26
there will be another "Mystery Night"
programme,
On the first occasion the names of
the artists will not be announced, but
listeners will be asked to fill in cou-
pons which will be published in the"Radio Record." The "Radio Record"
will offer a prize to the reader return-
ing the most correct coupon most speed-
ily, and the exact terms will be pub-
lished later.
On the second oceasion the names of
the items which are being given will
not be announced, and here again a
prize will be offered for competition
amongst those possessing the necessary. . oo


