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EMPIRE COMMUNICATIONS.

LN view of the statement made to the daily Press that a merger will
be effected between wireless and cable interests in the direction of
improving the efficiency and scope of Empire communications, the
review on our front page by Mr. G. H. Brown, the Australian Post-
master-General, who has been attending the necessary conferences
in London, is of special interest. Rapidity of communication is of
vital importance.in modern commercial life, and of itself has contributed
tremendously to the efficiency and scope of modern business activities.
The rapid strides made by beam transmission in recent years, and
jts cheapness in comparison with the heavy cost of providing sub-
marine cables as channels of communication, made it a dangerous
competitor in the commercial field for the privately-owned and State-
owned cables. It became necessary, therefore, in the interests alike
of the State and of the business world, to consider an amalgamation
to protect, on the one hand, the investments made by the State in
providing for speedy communication, and on the other, to ensure that
the march of progress should not be delayed by the extension of
undue protection to State investments. The problem was a big one,
and demanded the adoption of special methods. It became neces-
sary to effect a weld, as it were, between the two principles of State
ownership and private ownership, this being done by apparently a
satisfactory merger, in which care must necessarily be taken to
protect all interests involved.

"THE important point for the business man. who is dependent upon
rapidity of communication, is that the fullest efficiency shall be

secured. ‘This is being attained. The efficiency that is now pos-
sible in beam transmission between Britain and Australia is hardly
yet realised in New Zealand. The regular traffic has attained
stupendous dimensions, but the effect of it has as yet hardly beenfelt in New Zealand. The development of the merger, however,
may be expected to extend the benefits of beam transmission somie-
what to this country, possibly by cheaper rates, and possibly by quicker
transmission.

[HE ordinary broadcast listener in New Zealand is mainly con-
cerned with the entertainment value of wireless. Important

cas that is, and valuable as it is, it plays but second fiddle to business
interests and the importance of wireless in facilitating international
Press and business communications. The developments that are
taking place in the transmission of pictures, facsimiles of documents,
etc., are very remarkable. The wireless era is apparently just
beginning, and humanity is only commencing to benefit from the
educative value of wireless in its various phases. The scope of
those phases, and their ultimate effect upon world forces through the
‘spread of education, may be glimsped by a series of special articles
culled from "World Radio," which appears on page 2 of this issue.
‘Those articles outline in comprehensive fashion the development in
Canada, India, Malaya, South Africa, and Australia. In the least-
developed portions of the Empire-South Africa, Malaya, and India--it is impossible to foresee just what effect wireless will have over
decades, but the enlightenment that is likely to come to the millionsof India through wireless may have very notable reactions on Empire
economic growth.
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FORTHERADIO Riviera residents are agitating forthe erection of a powerful broad-

easting station at Nice.
'PHERD are four broadcasting sta-
| tions in Toronto, three each in Van-
couver and Montreal, and two stations
an Winnipeg,

What is the Efficiency of
Your Set?

Interesting Test to be made by 2YA
VERY interesting test is to be made by 2X¥A shortly, and the assistance of
all listeners is invited. The test relates to the efficiency of receiving
sets, The date of the test will be announced in next week’s "Radio Record,"
and a coupon will be published for listeners to fill in and return.
That the cause of much poor reception is entirely in listeners’ own hands
is widely known, and it will be a source of satisfaction to listeners to have the
receptive qualities of their sets tested.
The Broadcasting Company, therefore, propose to make test transmissions
in various frequencies, and listeners will be asked to equip themselves with
pencil and paper and record what reception they get at these different fre-
quencies, The quality of the set will be shown by the vibrations received-
and not received. $

HE Director of Music of the Radio Broadcasting Company, Mr. W. J
Bellingham, will be present when the tests are being carried out. The

changes in vibrations will be made during the transmission of a lecture
by Mr. Bellingham on the nature and purpose of the tests. He will announce
when each change in frequency is made.
These tests will take place on two days, and listeners will have an oppor-
tunity of judging for themselves as to whether their loudspeakers are capable
of responding to the vibrations which are necessary in order to obtain a true
tone. The vibration frequencies will range from the lowest fundamental to
the highest harmonic. If the listener hears nothing of any particular fre-
quency, he will realise that his set is incapable of accepting this particular
frequency, and how the musie which is transmitted is being spoiled.
T is realised that bad reception of good music is the reason why there is a
demand for rhythmical musie such as jazz. This demand for jazz does
not indicate that the listener has not the capacity of appreciating beauty of
tone, but that possibly he never hears it from his loudspeaker. If a listener
can only hear rhythm, it is only rhythm he will ask for.
In the next issue of the "Radio Record" the subject will be more fully
discussed, and the necessary information in connection with the tests will bepublished for the benefit of listeners.

TRANS-TASMAN FLIGHT
FULL FACILITIES TO BE

GIVEN

OLLOWING up the information
given last week regarding the New
Zeal: 1 Broadeasting Company’s pre-
peredness to co-operate to the fullest
extent with Captain Kingsford-Smith
in the flight of the Southern Cross
across the Tasman by putting any or
all of its stations on the air fer pur-
poses of guidance, the following letter
has been received from Colonel Brins-
mead, Controller of Civil Aviation in
Australia :-
In answer to the comapny's cable-
gram offering its assistance, the follow-
ing letter has been received from
Colonel Brinsmead, Controller of Civil
Aviation in Australia: "I desire to ac-
knowl-cge with thanks your cable-
gram of June 19 offering all possible
co-operation from any or all of your
four broadeasting stations with a view
to facilitating any Tasman flight that
may be attempted in the near future.
Your very kind offer has been repeatedto.Mr. Ulm, who is now in Sydney,
with a request that he should commu-
nicate with you in the event of it being
possible to undertake the flight to
New Zealand."
The stations in New Zealand owned
by the Broadcasting Company will be
on the air throughout the full course of
the flight, when it takes place. The
Morse messages will be picked up and
translated for the benefit of ordinary
listeners, and on the landing of the
aeroplane, if such takes place at any of
the four main centres, a special de-
scription of the sce. es of landing will
be broadcast. Interest in this flightwill certainly be intense, and listeners
may rest assured that. no effort will
be spared by the company to give the:
pest
possible service in connection with

PERFECT RECEPTION

iTPEUAT Mr. J. H. Owen, president of
' the Wellington Radio Society, is
enjoying himself on his trip abroad,
and is not forgetful of his friends in
New Zealand, is shown by the receipt
of a postcard addressed to Messrs.
Davies and Ball, 2YA, Wellington. This
is dispatched from Montréal, and tells
that Mr. Owen had a good time in
Canada, and is leaving for London
forthwith.
Svidently the Lumour of broadeast-
‘ing has inspired some artists abroad in
;the production of humorous postcards.
The reverse of Mr. Owen’s postcard
bears the inscription "Perfect yecep-
tion,’ and depicts a radio fan ensconc-
ed near a barrel bearing the insignia
XX. On top of the barrel is a two-valve
set, and the listener, seated on a stool
nearby, has a ’phone to his ear and a
tube to the contents of the barrel.
Truly he is enjoying perfect reception!

GENERAL NOBILE'S
MESSAGE

{

His airship wrecked in the icebound
‘regions of the nort.s, General Nobile
‘has been able to keep in contact with
the world by wireless, and since he com-
menced his venture he has used Philips
T. BOL/10 Transmitting Valves. It is
a tribute to the durability of Philips
Valves that they withstood the conecus-
sion to which they must have been sub-
jected when the airship was wrecked,
and the severe test of such extreme
climatie conditions. ‘

| "THE wave-length of 300 metres repre-sents a frequency of one million
per second,
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SPORTING

RANFURLY SHIELD MATCH

FIRST OF THE SEASON.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 18-Ranfurly
Shield match, Canterbury vy. Wai-
rarapa-3YA.
SATURDAY, JULY 21-Rugby at all
Stations. Boxing at 4YA (Mr.
Divers, announcer).

CARROLL v. CASEY ON
JULY 23

Jack Carroll, welterweight cham-
pion of Australia, has been engaged
by the Wellington Boxing Associa-
tion to appear in Wellington
against Harry Casey on July 23.
Carroll is recognised as the most
promising boxer in Australia to-
day. He is a very hard hitter, and
wins most of his fights by the k.o.
He has victories over Al. Bourke
(k.o.), Tommy McInnis, and Lewis,
the American boxer. Tommy
Bourke and his trainer, Pat
O’Connor, who arrived in the
Dominion last week, say the Wel-
lington Association is very fortun-
ate in getting Carroll to come
across.

BOXING TOURNAMENT
Instead of the usual studio concert
arranged for the evening of Tuesday,
July 10, from 2YA, the finals of the
Wellington Amateur Boxing Cham-
pionship will be relayed from the
Town Hall, Descriptions will be
given by Mr. G. P, Aldridge, Secretary
of the N.Z. Boxing Association. This
departure will be welcomed by a large
number of boxing enthusiasts.

2ZM, GISBORNEos
A POPULAR LOCAL EFFORT

TO BROADCAST BIG TIGHT

TPE recent broadcast from the abovestation aroused much interest
among listeners-in, many being aware
that Mr. BP. Stevens, the operator, once
controlled the justly famous 2YM, an
amateur station often logged on the
Pacifie Coast. and heard on several ov-
casions, in remote Alaska. Mr. Stevens
first took out a transmitting license in
1923, and, in common with most oper-
ators of that day, devoted much effort
to establishing records in long-distance
transmission. ‘To-day, however, he is
little concerned with the strength of
bis reception outside New Zealand; in-
deed, his main purpose in again "tak-
ing the air,’ is to stimulate interest
in radio during the "off" period by
providing good radio entertainment in
his immediate district, for it must be
admitted that during the spring and
summer months in Poverty Bay, radio
reception from distant stations is often
more of a purgatory than a pleasure, a
fact which means a serious decline in
the sale of sets and accessories,
The station will be in full werking
order by the middle of August, when
seven points of relay will have been
arranged, including the eoncerts given
by the Gisborne Savage Club, whose or-
chestra, under the baton of Mr. Main-land Foster, has received the greatest
praise from visiting musicians of note.
The relay points are the local Opera
House (the first relay being Miss
Ethne Paltridge’s dance recital on the
26th of this month), the two kinema
houses, and four dance halls,
There will also be occasional studio
eoncerts, for which much local talent
is offering.
Meanwhile, 2ZM has inaugurated a
children’s hour, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
on Sunday evenings only, and many
‘letters and telegrams of a laudatory
nature have poured into the studio asa result. The session is conducted by
Aunt Judy and Uncle Buster, both
well-known in amateur theatricals, andas Aunt Judy is a journalist, a good
deal of original matter is presented,
the bedtime stories in particular add-
ing to the lady’s popularity. It may
be of interest to state here that, as fav
as is known, 24M, when 2YA, was the
first station to broadeast Shakespeare.
The performance was given somemonths before the Shakespearean
night at 2L0, when famous Englishactors and actresses gave extracts from
the more popular plays, Tue Gisborne
performer was the Aunt Judy of the
children’s hour.
At present a detailed description of
the equipment at 2ZM is not available,
but the operator hopes to supply a
technical account of his set, when he
has perfected his plans. He is now
working on 260 metres, using aerial
power of approximately 50 watts,which he proposes to inerease shortly,It is now advised that 2ZM will
broadcast from an indepandent Ameri-
can source a2 complete xgund-by-round
report of the Heeney-Tunney fight.
Heeney’s parents, who reside in Gis-
borne, will also speak from the station
on the occasion of the fight. |-Modestine,


