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Our Short Wave Corner

o

Mr. F, W, Scllens wrifes t—

A letter from the British Broadcast-
ing Corporation (B.B.C.) was received
by the last mail. The times of trans-
wission are given as follows: New
Zealand mean time, 5.30 till 7.30 a.m.;
745 nm. il 10.30 a.ma.; and 11 pam
£l 12 p.m., except Sunday and Mon-
day.
. These times are are previously given,

‘except for an interval of fifteen min-
utes from 7.30 a.m, til 7.456 a.m.

A correspondent asks for the signal
sfrength of statious heard to be given
sometimes. As this may be of interest
‘to others, I will do 0. Derhaps if
would be as well to publish the Brit-
igh “R” system, which has come info

) general use in all counfries. The
meanings of the several “R” signals are

as follow i—

Ri—Taint signals, just audible.

R2—Weak signals. barvely readable.

R3I—Weak signals, but readable,

R4--Irair signals, easily readable.

R5—Moderately strong signals.

R6—Strong signals.

R7--(Gtood strong signals, readahle

through Iofs of interference,

R&--Very strong signals, several feet

from the phones stuff.

RO—Iixtremely strong signals,

Readability or intelligibility is also
important, The strongest signals are
not always the most intelligible; this
may be the fault of moedulation at the
transmitting station, but more likely in
the case of such stations as BSW,
POYY, 2XATY, etc., caused by interfer-
ence or atmospherics. The system I
use in reporting to stations received is
the one I have heard HSW and 2XAW
using during their two-way telephony
tests, that is, the percentage of read-
ability.

While Writing of reports to stations,
I thmk it is “ap to” all listeners to
send in reports to distant stations, It
is the one thing he can do to gisist
-them to improve their trflnsnussmn

A system appreciated is a graph,
showing on the top Greenwich mean
time, and signal strength in the “R”
system down the side. This shows ata
glance the variation of volume from
time fo time, and is both insfructive
and interesting to the sender and
.receiver. My log for the past few days
has been bare of anything of import-
“ance, the “flue” being hard to get rid
of.

As briefly veported last week, the
procecdings  (latter portion)  were
heard of the Dewmocratic convention
through 2XAFR and KDIKA, A news
paper representative gave & summary
of the day’s business, and in his de-
‘geription said the business had been
vory orderly, ete. As & conespondvnt
from Cromwell, who was “on the air”
earHer than me, said there werce a few
fights, and some of the delegates had
to be ejected, and that the uproar was
terrific at times, the speaker must have
been “pulling our legs.”

This was the first time that KDKA,
“on about 26 metres, hag been heard
for a long time. After the convention
finished, they gave the weather report,
and then closed down at 8% past 3 axm,
by a gong. R

Saturday, June 30.

AX AT on 314 metfres, were hearl
-with their usual “Palmolive Hour,”
- elosing at 2.31 pom. R2, KDKA were

also leard about the same strength,
"and signed off at 2.58 p.m., af about
strength RB. PCIT commenced their
ﬂspecinl New Zealand and Australian
programme 2t 3.830 sharp, with the
~National Anthem, Their volume at
_this time was very loud; with two
" mtages of gpdm it was comfortable loud-
speaker st¥engih. The full programme,
whiclt consisted of gramophone items,
" and ealls to towns and individuals, was
" glearly audible on the speaker till I
" closed down for tea at 530 pam. On
returning to the set at ¢.15 p.m., an
~Ausgie was on this wavelength without
any sign of POJJ, so they had either
" faded out or gone off the air before
* their due time~-6.830 p.m. Af 8,30 p.m.
it was the loudest and clearest of any
short-wave sfation received excepting
* 3LO and 2ME, which are next door
" neighbours as radio goes.

Sunday, July 1.

EXAR was heard at good strength
relaying an hotel  orchestrn, The
_erowds at the hotel were very noisy,
- apparently having 2 good time., An
© amateur spoilt the latter, and best part
of this transmigsion by calling “Hullo”
%n ihe ‘same wave-length, Strength.

-V g)-

Monday, July 2.

A1.0 Melbourne, with its weekly test,
was quite good, as usual, but faded
o Iot. IO,

‘ Tuesday, July 3.

OEW was tuned in at about 6 a.m.
at 1., and increased to about R3S at
7.25 a.m., when an orchestra was Weak
but clmr]y hea.rd

Wednesday, July 4.

BSW was heard at hetter strength, |

but was subjected to a lof of interfer-
ence.

The German station tlhiought to be
BSE on about 41 metres, was pufting
out & Iot of talle, Stremgth about R4.

POJY was first heard at 5.50 aima, at
R4 and inereased fo about RT at 7.38
a.m., when they closed down with the
Dutch National Anthem, T'here wag
a slight fade. Xntelligibility abont
90 per cent. During the evening there
were not any S.W. stations heard, but
barmonics of 4YA could be tuned in
almost as easily as those of 2YA: in
fact, reception was better on a hay-
monie than patural wave-length,

Thursday, July 5;

RS wag again heard, but only talk.
R2-8. 5HSW was R1-2 at first, and
improved to about R4 at 7.30 a.m.,
when & lady was giving 2 monologue
which was about 50 per cent. readable.
2BL, on its harmonie, about 44 metres,
was fair speaker strength. Some
good band selections were heard from
RIAL on 70 metres, but static was very
bad, too much so for listening-in.

Triday, July 6.

PCIT was about RS at 5.80 a.m,, in-
creasing to R6 at 7.80 am. Xading
very slight. 5SW was spoilt by morse.
There is a powerful morse station very
near 24 metres, which causes a lof
of frouble when ftrying to listen to
58,

Mr, Sellens in Reply.

I should like to take this opportun-
ity of thanking those of your readers
who have protested against the recent
remarks made by Mr., Olaf ¥, Stout,
both through the “Radic Record” and
direct to myself, Criticism is not ob-
jected to, but surely if it was thought
necessary, it could have been express-
ed in another manner. Notwithstand-
ing Mr. Stout's statement that the
“Short Wave Corner” *“econsists in the
main of uninteresting and bald state-
ments of fact, ete,” I have received
a number of leffers asking me to con-
tinue.

I agree that there is often a lack
of “newsiness,” but one can Hsten
(uite a lot to erdinary programmes
and not hear one item of real news.
Again, when something of importance
is heard, it is_often not fully inteilig-
ible, asg, for instance, a speech heard
recently from a university dihmer
through 58W, when the speaker's
name and the name of {he university
was missed on account of surging,
which is nearly always noticed on
short-wave reception, especially when
signals are weak.

The writer belongs to both classes
of listeners that Mz, Stout refers to.
From 8 till 10 p.m. the dials are not
twiddled, but the full evening’s pro-
gramme, usually 2YA, is enjoyed.

When it comes to short-waves I am
a “dial twiddler” out and out and
enjoy it.  Where the entertainment
comes from does not matter, a local
amateur or the most distant station,
“Chinese, Dutch or Yiddish."”

By the svay, the Duteh ave about
the most progressive people under the
sun as regurds short-wave transmis-
sion, two-way telephony tests having
been overheard between Holland and
Jav some months ago.

As suggested, descriptions of short-
wave stations would be very intevest-
ing, but where isx this information to
come from? *The Radio News”
(G.8.A.) receuntly commented on the
lack of news in this respeet.  This
is where the “dial twiddler” scores.
Stations are heard and located before
any mention of them is seen in the
Press.

In looking through the latest issue
of an Amevican call book (distributed
in Wellington to-day) af least two
short-wave stations bad their wave-
length wrongly given, both having
been heard within the last week or
two and wavedength noted. This
proves that reports in this instance ap-
pearing in the “Short-Wave C(orner”
are more up-to-date.

The otlier suggestions are good, and

| perhaps Mr, Stout will start the ball

rolling with a contribution. ¥'mill de-
seriptions, as , far as possible, have
been published from fime to time of
broadcast items of special interest,
and you will probably remember that
the writer has been lucky enough to
have been able to supfily guite a num-

ber of news itrms at various times,

and hopes to be fortunate enough to
be able to do so again, This iy usual-
{y not g0 much skill, a8 luck in being
ox the job at the right fime—¥, W,
Sellens,

Appreciated i Christchurels.

O\T reading your issue of the 92nd
ingt, 1 was surprised, to gay the

least of it, to gee a scathing criticizm |-

it sestevted

We have Short-Wave Sets |

Short-Wave Coils, Condensers, R.F, Chokes, Resistances, Veraler
Dials, Spring Sockets, Special Condensers, Copper Shields, 222 and
Anything and Fworyithing for a
Fizst Class. Short Wave Set,

Write for particul lars and prices o
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Bougquets or Bricks.

OCGASIONALLY wa notice perform-
ers for the Droadeasting Company
request ligteners per mierophone fo
write them stating whether they enjoy-
ed their contributions or not. Now,
glr, as is patent to anyone who con-
siders the position, this is wrong in
principle, and open to abuse in prac-
tice, It is the Broadeasting Tompany
which " is directly responsible to the
listeners for the broadeast service, and
therefore, if the company is to be in a
position to gange the acceptability of
various ifems, Iisteners should address
all comments to the station divector or
the general manager, Christchurch, and
never to the performers, Most of us
are gatisfed that the company is out to
do its best for the listeners, and if the
comments of the listeners are ta le
diverted to the performers, the com-
pany is going to be robbed of such use-
fal guidance as is available from the
opinions of listeners. It must be re-
membered, too, that the performers are
the paid servants of thie company, and
if the comments of the listeners are to
go to the performers, the position
would be analogous to an lotel pro-
prietor posting up & notice: “All com-
plaints with regard to the cooking
should be addressed to the clhef.” This,
it will be evident, opens the way to
abuse. The performer could brandish
the possibly few bouquets to the pub-
lic gaze (and to the Broadeasting Com-
pany ). and the performer could quietly
drop possibly the more numerous bricks
heaved at him into his waste-paper
basket. You see, this sort of thing
tends to have a sinister effect upon the
programme. The company ¢onld be
deceived by aa unpopular aet obtain-
ing false kudos. I would strongly ad-
vise listeners to ignore thesxe perform-
ers’ requests for personat letters, and,
instead, write direct to the company.
I am sure we are all out for good pro-;
grammes, and anything we can do to|
assist the Broadeasting Compiny
should be our bounden duty, to do it
As to those gentlemen wlo solicit a
persnnal letfer, I think their requests
should be prohibited by the company
for the very obvious and worthy ren-
gons X bave given. Anyhow, I shall
always address my own comments to !
the company or to your very valuable
journal, whether they are bouguets ov
bricks—"Anti-flam,” Waipawa.

A Backblock Apbreciation.

IZ8, we are enjoving tlie wireless,
likes many other people living in

the backblocks, XRadio is a great bless-
ing to us in many ways., Ilaving been
igolated for about 20 years from the
privileges of church and music, thag
we are extremely fond of, rndio is a
great Dboon fto us, We have fhe last
night's concerts to think about durinzy
the day, and looking forward to the
evenings knowing they wiill be just as
good, we finish onr work, gel tea,
build up a big rata five, get comfort-
ably settled in our easy chairs, and
then listen to such glorious music and
singing. It is simply wonderful, Qften
we are glad to say, “Thank God for
radio.” Sumday is our hest time. The
beantiful music and singing, also the
Sunday evening concerts and the heau-
tiful organ music; it brings back to
me such a glow of memory of my younz
days, Tor years, ever since I left
Yorkshire, I have longed to hear a
enl of bells, Radio supplies this excel-

by Mr. Claf E. Stout, of the short.
witve eorner of the “Radio Record.”
I do not know if that gentleman was
“pulling our leg” wlien he wrote that
hut I wonld like to say that the shovt-
wave corner is the best arficle in the
“ecord.” As a short-wave enthusiast,
I appreciate Mr, . W. Sellen’s weekly
repoxts very much aud they arve the
fivst eolumns I read om buying this
publication each week, and I find the
notes very valuable. As an instance
of this, I funed in a station on 41
metres last Thursday norning with
all announcements in & foreign lan-
guage that I .could not recognise. On
referring .to the short-wave corner, I
noticed that 3r. Sellens had heard a

station, RS8R in CGermany, on  the
previows Thursday on approximately
the same wuvedength and at the sume !
time.  In this mamer I am able to ’
identify many stations, thauks to dMr,
Sellens, I am not the only enthusiast |
in Christehirel who appreciates theso'
netes, as I have heard expressions of
appreciation on many oceasions from
other listeners regarding the corne.r.
As a forther proof of their value, I
must say that I keep all the back nume
bers with the number of the page con-
taining the short-wave corner marked
in blue pencil on the front g0 as to
enable me to refer to any of these
notes at any time without the trouble
of hunting through the pages—R. T.
Rtanton ((hristchurch). .

New Shori-Wave Station.
N reading  your letter . in the
“Record” about the short-wave
station, I wish to tall you that I, too,
have picked up this stxanger on shout |
24 metres, One morning I listene |
antit abont 8.25 while the station was
at good sirength and modulaton,  As
Mr. Mcmmma (I{amilton) says, zc
was much Ioader than POTT. .L‘In»;

etatibn i3 joat above WD, 1.

Gardner, . .
i .
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Iently from Randwick, Then there is
the community singing from Geelong
and Ballaral, the ginging by the vari-
ous quartet parties, and the orchestras.
Wellington is good, t{he concertina,
mouth organ, violin, in fact, all are
good. The bike pump and one-string
fiddle eame out very good. We have
had some very good Maori musle late-
Iy from Auckland, We like the con-
tralto and tenor singing best. Those
voices seem to come out far better
with us. Perhaps it i3 the set or local-
ity. Of course, some of the soprano
solos are beautiful, especially some of
them when they don't have to strain
their volces. T.ast Sunday night at
Auckland Baptist tabernacle, a lady
sang, “Abide With Me.” It must have
been a joy to all that heard it. The
Bohemian Trio is good. We do enjoy
Uncle Leo's children’s service on Sun-
day, Auckland is our clearest New
Zealand station here. We can always
get them very clear both day and
night, when they arve on the air. Anzace
Day was very good. It was a credit
to the announcer, who gave such a
clear description of the programme of
the day. In faney we were there in
that great crowd of people. Isn't Miss
Ava Symonds good? We do enjoy that
violin. I often wonder Irow “Danuny
30¥” would sonnd played on that
fiddle, but I expect it would be useless
to ask for “Danny Boy” from such a
thorough-bred instrument. With
us, when & minisier is preaching anld
he raises his voice to drive certain
arguments home, we don’t hear near as
well, but perhaps, again the fault may
be in our tuming. Just now, Ingall's
Hawaliang are playing. It makes a
fellow feel good fo hear such music,
so  low, liguid and clear, e
are delighted with your “Radio Re-
cord.” With it, we can choose from
the programmes, when items are on
that we enjoy most. Your “Listeners’
Guide” I find so instruetive, aml full
of good information on radio. But it
does not explain why OB, Sydney, will
insist on pushing 3YA off the end of
our =aerial, and why, when he came
pushing on 3YA's wave-length on San-
day might, we noticed how audible
Tnele George svwas. The same time

,some one rang 2GIN, and complainerd

Ite econld not hear him. Dut  the
beanty of radio is if a station breaks
down, we can casily switeh to another
one.—George Nicholls, (‘ollingweod,

Sanity First.

WISIT to convey to you my ap-

. preciation of your impartiality in
publishing Mr. Stout's comument.
Though it is true that every movement
for human betterment has its marvtyrs,
a little straight talk may help to keep
thom sane. We ean appreciate the
ool work of Mr. Sellens and yet find
it pitiable and disconcerting to see less
capable  adults ¢hildishly  absorbed,
spending every spare moment at dial
twiddling, and becoming gradually
dead to ail other interests and to nll
the amenities of life,—“Ohserver.”

Morse Lessons.

T WOULD like to endorse “NDB's"
suggestion re Morse code transmis-
sions,  Since the trans-Taecific Hight
I know of four iads in this distriet
who have commencec to learn Morse. I
faney one quarter-hour twice of three
times a week would be sufficient if kept
up, for, say, a couple of months., This
would certainly be 2 novelty for the
company, and would be much appreci-
ated, Also. while making sugzestions,
would it be possible for the 2VA an-

nonneer to begzin his 7 pa. session by

reading the wedther yeport in  the
evening paper. Then if the official

report turns up before 7.45 lhe could
wind up with it. The 9 p.m. report
is rather too Iate for country folk.
Notwithstanding the noisy complaints,
I consider the majority of the public
think the Broadeasting Company is
not doing so badly in ity rather im-
possible tasL of being all things to
all men—D.LB.

Tip About Exponential Horn.

WOULD like to state that Mr, Sel-
lens’ articles are much apprecitfed

by short-wave enthusiasts of this dis-
trict,  Just 1 few words. on 2YA as re-
gards recoption, The station comes in
s with o roar, lacking in other stations,
bt distortion is not very great, in spite
of surrounding hillk  and  mountain
ranges, also BUDD-volr power-lines puss-
ing near the aerinl. However, modula-
tion is often bad, tmt for clavity and
stendiness the Palmerston Norxth ama-
teur station 2ZF beats the lot. Con-
corning the Heeney-Tunney fight, I
feel safe in saying that local listeners
are much excited over the proposed re-
broadeast of same. Bven if statie and
fading i¢ rather fievce, I think that the
average “fan” should not complain,

bearing in view the difficulty of the

feat, Algo, it would be h-mdy to know
the time of the hoped-for transmission,

friendy on that occagion, In discussing
the sxponential horn, as deseribed in

mine remarking on the subject said:
“Jugt fancy having an instrument like
that in one's louse. Why, -
wouldn’t be room for the set” How-
ever, I flnd that the speaker can be
instalied by removing the man-hole cov
‘ering, a8 numerous houses have in the
ceiling, and placing some painted wire
gauze over cavity, then inverting horn
over same in the loft, that the clumsy
appearance of such apparatus is elimin-
ated. The gauze acting as a “blind,"
if coloured the same as the ceiling, ie
likely to pass ag a ventilator, Wighing
the “Ttecord” every success—Arnold
Birss (Dannevirke), )

Artists appreciafed,

J UST a few lines on my apprecia-

tion of the programmes being
“put over,” The orchestra is a
continual source of enjoyment and
guch artists as Walpole, Stark, Two
Boiled Owls, Warwiek, 'Titchener,
Haywood, Miss Stark and Mrs,
Thomas, are a real pleasure to listen
to. But where i Miss Nora Greene
and Billy Hart. This lady bas one of
the richest voices in New. Zealand and
Billy is very, very popular. Miss Nora
Greene went off when in illnesy, and
has not been heard since, except from
one uf the band veeitals, Xow about
another play?  Looking at the pro-
grammes 83 a whole, however, they
are consistently good. Will that list
of licensed receivers be published?
The “Record” is a paper of consider-~
able interest to all radic enthusiasts,
Land a few more read if, just quietly,
Well, I do not wish fo talke up valu-
able space, so X will “close down,”
wishing N.Z.B.C. and your paper the
best of luek—*Grid-Leak.”

A Suggestion
SIE in this week's “Radio Record”

I

Mr, Powell's inquiry re two sta-
tions. The one on 1YA’s setling is

very likely 8UZ, Melbourne, and the
one on 2YA’s, 5CL, Adelaide, as I have
not seen these listed in Mr. Powell's
log.
cess—A. I, Yroland.

The Opening of the War.

I WOULD like to make a suggestion

for what it is worth, T am a
returned soldier living in the Dbaeck
plocks, and X can hardly teil you how
much I enjoyed the band's rendering
of “Namur” from 2YA on TFriday
night.  In my thoughts I went back
to the old army days—X “marched

past” again and aid “Piccadilly” in
Sling. In how many different places

and under how many different circum-
stances have I stepped to that tune?
Night T suggest that the company put
on a Diggers’ cvening on Saturday,
Augugt 4, from 2YA, Wellington. I
would suggest 2 band fo play all the
old regimental marches and the
numerous camp ditties during  the
evening, with perhaps a chorvs of old
camp songs (aml song a-tus perhaps).
I heard ope such evening from 4QG
lust year, and they 2also had some
scenes, such as “a 1914 recruiting
office,” swith rather amusing dialogues
with the examining doctox, ete. Hlop-
ing you may tind it possible to do
something on these lines and with
thanks to the company for the past
services.—Digger.

[A very useful suggestion. On ref-
erence to the director of 2YA, he im-
mediately agreed o arrvange an ap~
propriate concert.—d.]

A Correction,

YRR

I BE by my report on Mr. Pierce’s

earth I was the lucky one, buf
there arve a few misprints stating that
my aeriul is 160ft. high. It iy only
40f£t, 3 also thus (1Y) is 1Y4A, and 1ZD5,
not 1ZU (KO} KGO, and WGY, A
listener (KED, Murchison) had no
succesy, and he reckoned that it wag
no good; it made no difference to his
set. I am afraid he _r; sadly mis-
taken, as a DX listener in Napier opex-
ating a neufrodyne set uses this earth,
and his results are wonderful. It
the eartk is properly installed, the re-
sults are just great. My totallog now
iy forty-six stations, and Y c¢an hear
many more, but on account of statie
can't get the C‘IIIS. Smce last writing,
1 ean log 406G, 2 21, 8ZC, and
2ZF and 4YA in daylight. Asg 1o the
Aussies, I logged 4QG last Sunday
morning at 115 pm, our time on
¢hurch service, and I also heard the
landing of the Southern. Cross direct
from Brisbane on 'phones, Mr. E. J.
Crabb, Napier, is quite right as tfo
helping “Youthful Enthusiast” as to
the stations he can hear, 'They are
all Yanks, I heard a few of them
myself. Ag to station picked up below
KI'ON, it is an Aussie—sounds like
348, but it is BEF, Melbourne, and
another, 0%, Tasmania, on about 210
metres, 50 watts. and another between
SER and 7UZ% 1 heard him several
mornings—a very blurry station;

ns I, like, I preswue, numerous. ofher | seems  foreign, Cheerio~8, Tilig,
hsteuew, would count on entert‘umng Qkato,
i
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