
A Birthday Party
"PONTY’S" CELEBRA-
TIONS

A MODEL HUMOROUS
EVENING

HAT promises to be an outstand-
ing broadeasting evening. and cer-
tainly unique so far as New Zealand
programmes are concerned (and prob-
‘ably Australia), will be the special
broadeast set down for Thursday, Aug-
ust 2, at 8 p.m.
For some time Mr, R, Leslie Jones,
hon. secretary of the Wellington Ama-
teur Radio Society, has expressed a de-
sire that his society should provide afull evening’s programme from 2YA.
Listeners have been persistent through-
eut New Zealand in their request for
programmes of a light variety with
plenty of humour, states Mr, Jones.
The hon. secretary of the Wellington
Society says he feels it is up to the
various listeners’ societies throughout
New Zealand to assist the Broadcast-
ing (‘ompany,, and incidentally listen-
ers, to get the best possible enjoyment
from radio broadcasting; and with
that end in view, Mr. Jones has spe-
cially written and arranged a most
novel and original programme to be
broadeast on August 2,
An actual birthday party will be
broadeast. The gentleman, at whose
house the party is to take place, shall
be known as "Ponty"; and he lives
about three miles from 2YA broadcast
station. ‘Ponty’ decided to celebrate
his 44th birthday; and an arrangement |
has been made with the Broadcasting
Company to broadcast the ceremony-
one which should prove decidedly
original and true to life.
Not that "Ponty" wished to take ad-
vantage of his wife’s absence; but as
*Ponty’s" wife had’planned a trip to
_Auckland just prior to "Pouty’s" birth-
day, the latter decided tc hold a party,
and has invited many of his closest
men friends, "Ponty’’ expressed a de-
sire that if his birthday party was to
be broadcast, the station director at
2YA should allow the whole ceremony
to be broadcast, and not break-in with
any other items; and that Mr. Jones
should have the "freedom of the air’
that evening. The party will be true
to life in every respect, and there will
not be a dull moment during the cere-
mony.In order that listeners may appre-
ciate to the full this special broad-
cast, they are asked to imagine they
are guests at "Ponty’s" residence at-
tending the birthday party. As the
party will be a lengthy one, invited
guests have been asked to arrive at
"Ponty’s" residence not later than 7.50
p.m. on August 2, as the function will
commence sharp after the clock has
struck 8 p.m. (Copyright)
Amongst the guests invite to
*Ponty’s" party and from whom it is
expected many interesting items will
be heard are:-
Count Zermelt, whom "Ponty" met
in Paris in 1915.
"Ike," wealthy investor, and specu-
lator in real estate.
Sir Roland Inchcliffe, rich banker
from New York.
Jim, member of a touring show and
leader of the orchestra.
Ivory Tickle, the human piane,
Bill, the radio engineer.
Snowy, a friend of Bill's.
"Truschen," an old salt of the sea,
the comic man on board the ship "Good
Hope."
Mr. Haslam, Teacher of Singing.
*"Nosey Parker," Cadger of Cigarettes.

[Synopsis.]
The party takes place at "Ponty’s"
home, the occasion being "Ponty’s"
44th birthday.
"Ponty’s" wife went to Auckland by
the express the day before. "Ponty's"
birthday, and in his wife’s absence
"Ponty" rang his pals to celebrate his
birthday. .

"Ponty’s" wife, unaware that her
home was to be the scene of an up-
roarious party, was enjoying herself in
Auckland.
"Ponty’s" employer wired "Ponty,"
wishing him "many happy returns of

_
the day," and told him not to hurry
back to work, but to take a week’s holi-
day.
Strange to say, the telegram was
sent from Auckland, a fact that made
"Ponty" wonder. wae

"Tizzie," the maid at "Ponty’s" home,
was trusted by "Ponty’s" wife, but be-
ing in love with "Nosey Parker," took
the opportunity in her mistress’s ab-
sence of permitting her lover to enter
"Ponty’s" house during the party, with-
out permission. The rest can be imag-
ined. .

During the birthday ceremony therewill not he any breas nor any dil mo-
ments, as the microphone will be left
switched on to "Ponty’s" drawingroom
right through.
The party will be full of humour,sul will run with lightning speed; and
the whole party will be in keeping with
the times, namely, plenty of bright
music, catchy patter, latest "stunts,"
and such as should please the most fas-
tidious listener,
The hon. secretary of the Wellington
Amatenr Radie Society (Mr, R, Lesiic
Jones) requests listeners to write him
care box 503, G.P.O., Wellington, letting‘him know the broudeust is received
aml whether this form of entertain-
ment is appreeiated or not.
A considerable amount of time and
frvuble bas been necessary in arrang-|

*

ing . is function, and it is hoped that
listeners Will show their appreciation in
the efforts of the Wellington Society in
listening-in for certain on August 2,
and, further, that reports be forwarded
to the hon. seeretary

promptly
after the

broadest

Visiting Artists
ATTITUDE TO BROAD-
‘CASTING

STATEMENT BY MOISIE-
WITSCHoe

BARRED BY CONTRACT,

|
Should world artists visiting

| New Zealand be engaged to broad-
| east from New Zealand stations in
| order to help raise the musical
standard of the people of the Do-miniou?
HIS question has been raised by a
Christchurch paper as the result
of a visit by Moisiewitsch to that city,In a published interview, Mr. Moisie-
wiitsch said he was quite prepared to
broadeast, and he spoke of the desir-
‘ability of the Broadcasting Company
taking advantage of the visit of over:
seas artists for the purpose of educat-
ing the New Zeuland public to ahigher
appreciation of the best music.
Without being aware of the facts,
and without having a due appreciation
of broadcasting conditions in New Zea-
land, the Christchurch paper in a lead-
ing article on the subject, headed "How
to Help Music," said that now that Mr.
Moisiey *..:ch had expressed his willing-
ness to broadeast, the next move should
come from the Broadcasting Company.It was suggested in the article, just as
Mr. Moisiewitsch suggested, that the
Groadeasting Company never made any
effort to secure the services of these
visiting overseas artists,
Fee of One Hundred Guineas.

ATMOST without exception visitingworld artists have been approached
te broadcast, and almost without es-
ception they have expressed their sym-
pathy, but vegretfully shaken their
heads. .They could not broadcast. The
terms of their contract prevented them.
Station directors and programme ot-
ganisers have therefore grown wearsof interviewing touring artists.
Zin. Moiseiwitsch was one who was not
waited on until his interview appearedin print, and his sentiments towards
broadeasting were published, Then, in:
view of the newspaper comment calling|
uvon the Broadeasting Company to rise
to the occasion, a representative of the
Broadeasting Corapuny waited upon
Mr, Moisiewitxch.
Mr. Moisiewitsch professed his will-
ingness to broadeast, but of course
would only do so for a fee whieh he
knew, he said, would be more than
the Broadeasting Company would pe
prepared te pay. Would he broadcast
for forty guineas? *o¢ was asked. feo
shovk his head emphatically, Would
he consider one hundred guineus?At the mention of thut figure Mr.
Moisiewitsch said it was « matter for
his manager to decide, The managerwas point-blank «and decisive. He
would not discuss the’question at all.
Tt was useless to do so. The terms ofMr, Moisiewitsch’s contract prevented
him from broadcasting.
|

No Chance of Broadcasting.

a R. MOISIEWITSCH must have
|

known that fact when he was
talking to the newspaper men and cri-
ticising the broadcasting system of New
Zealand, which, he said, did not take
advantage of the visit of artists suchas he.‘In its earlier days, broadcasting was
‘maligned by prominent musicians on
‘the other side of the world, who de-
clared that it meant "death to good
music," and that broadcast music was
only a caricature of real music. For
what Mr. Moisiewitsch has said and
thus helped to kill that idea, broadcast-ing in New Zealand is indebted to him,
‘put in discussing the: subject for pub-
licity purposes, he is not called uponto go further and to criticise the New
Zealand service for its alleged failureto engage visiting artists. As men-
tioned, nearly every artist who lands
‘in New Zealand is approached, but al-
most without exception their contracts
specifically pr.vent them from broad-
easting.

|
Appreciation of Classics,
HE Broadeasting Company would
naturally like all great musicians

2 proadcast, more for the sake of fur-
| ther raising the status of broadcasting
in the musie world than of attempting
to please listeners, The number who
would be appreciative would not be
great enough to justify the company
paying the fee which would be required
by the artists. The Broadcasting Com-
pany has already endured muck critic-
ism because its artists, the trios, for in-
©’ ace, played music that was too
good, so that the expense of securing
the appearance of Mr. Moisiewitsch on
& programme would not be warranted.
Ano’ +r view to take of the matter,
and a very practical one, is that gramo-
phone records, including some of Mr.
Moisiewitseh’s playing, can now be. so
perfectly electrically reproduced and
broateast that it is well nigh impos-
sible to tell which is the artist and
+
°° his the record, This, however, by
the way, Mr. Moisiewitsch’s remurks in
~ our of broadeasting have helped the
broadcasting service in the eyes of mu-
sicians jusc a8 much as if he hinself
had pl °4 befor. the microphone,

League Meeting
AUCKLAND LISTENERS

A SMALL ATTENDANCE.

The annual mecting of the Auckland|
Jisteners’ League was held on June
25, Mr. A. ©. Jacob presiding over anattendance of about 50,
The annual report stated the mem-
bership had been 1540. The year had
been an active one. In the course of
the year the committee drafted a
scheme of co-operation by means of
compact Dominion and district commit-
tees, representing the Post and Tele-
graph Department, the company, and
the listeners. The financial statement
showed a eredit balance of £25,
The following cdicers were elected :-
President, Mr. A. ©, Jacob; vice-presi-
dent, Mr. A, A, Hintz; hon. treasurer,
Mr, FE. LT. Drayton; hon, secretary, Mr..
G. MeB. Salt; committee, Messrs, G..
Jones, C. Brandon, H. Tiarks, G. W.-
Bell, C. Mahony, H, B. Arthur, and H..
W. Tidman.
The following letter from the Secre-
tary of thePost and Telegraph Depart-
ment, Mr. G. McNamara, in reply to an
invitation to attend the meeting, was
read; "There is nothing that I wish to
place before members of your league at
present. Apparentiy, ffom the frequent
reports in the Press of New Zealand.
the service given by the Broadcasting
Company is satisfactory to listeners,
and the steady improvement that has
taken place during the past 12 monthswill no doubt be maintained if circum-
stances permit.
"Your league will, however, no doubt
renlise that the drop in the number of
listeners who have paid their fees is
disturbing, particularly in view of the
fact that there hus been such a marked
improvement in the service. It is some-
what diffe? te appreciate why the
falling-off should haye taken place, or’ yealise’ what factors govern the ac-
tion of listeners. Stability of income
must be of grave importance to a broad-
casting company, and the very satis-
factory position as at March 31 last
would have assured a continuance of
the very good service then being given.I have been closely watching the gra-
dual increase in the number of licenses
since April 1, but up to date the finan-
cial position is such as to give the
company considerable thought. If your
league is aware of any factor which
may be responsible, even in part, fort. falling-off of interest, it would be
rendering a service to broadcasting if

it discussed the point at the annualf
meeting."
Mr. A, A. Hintz moved: "That in the;
opinion of this meeting the Auckland}p-vgrammes are not commensuratewith the financial support given to the
company by listeners in the Auckland
Province." He said he listened regu-larly to the Wellington programmes,
which were better and also more cap-
ably presented than the Auckland ones.
Auckland had always been the com-
pany’s mainstay, and should have bet-ter entertainment,
Mr. H. B, Arthur said good musicalitems were repeatedly spoiled through
wrong placing of the microphone.
| Mr. Tidman complained that the
‘programmes had got into the hands of
a coterie of artists, who divided the
wW.ok among them, with monotonous re-
sults. Te agreed about the transmis-
sion.
The motion was carried,|

It was also decided to instruct the
committee to request the Government
to publish the Broadcasting Company’s
balance-sheet, and to set up an advisory
poard, A further motion was carried,
authorising the committee to request
Mr. McNamara to visit Auckland, in
order to hear the opinions of listeners
at a public meeting called for the pur-
pose; woot ie

,
:

Another report states the attendance
of iInembers was 38, «although excellent. 2 publicity to the meeting was given
over the air from station IYA bv the
Broadcasting Company. The treasurer's
report disclosed that 72 members were
financial for the current year. A com-
mittee of six was requireu, but five
only could be secured. A feature of
the meeting .s the arrival of a Mr,
Purtell (secretary of a number of La-
i ar unions in Auckland). In a speech
1 made what political capital he could
out of broadeasting, and had a lot to
Ss.» about "our rotten Government."
He declaimed that the Government
should take over the Broadcasting Com-
pauy--that the Government should fix
the price of receiving sets-that the
Government should fix the price of
spare parts-and that the Government
should establish local control, He said2. meeting was too small to move the
motions he had in mind, and: he would
reserye them until a larger meeting.
He also suggested that each member of
the league should pay one shilling per
month, and then they would be‘ ableto have a permanent staff and do some-
thing, especially as this year was elec-
tion year.

SINCE two people cannot both speak.at once over the transatlantic tele.
phone system, the Rugby station and
the Rocky Point station, New York,
are able to use the same wave-length
for this service.

THE CHURCH AND
WIRELESS

ARCHBISHOP JULIUS
SPEAKS

"WHAT is the church for if it is not
to broadcast the Gospel of Christ,If people are too lazy to. come to

church surely we would be doing theright thing in taking the church to the
people."
Thus spoke Archbishop Julius at theChristchurch Cathedral one Sundaymorning recently, when he extolled the
virtues of wireless broadcasting of ser-
vices. The Archbishop also prophesied
that only a short time would pass be-fore services from most churches weré@
put on the air,
"To-day, while this small company is
gathered here and the well and strongare out fishing, there are many sick’
and suffering in Christchurch who
would be happy to have the word and
comfort of the Church carried te
them."
He chose as his text the eighteenth
verse’ of the tenth chapter of St. Paul’sEpistle of the Romans: "But T say,have they not heard? Yes, verily, their
sound went into all the earth, and theirwords tinto the ends of the world.""I want you to think for a moment
how that word went slowly forth fromman to inan," said the Arshbishop,"and now I have heard how that wordis ‘to be broadeast from this church, asis done in many other churches,
Broadeasting is at present in its in-
fancy; but it will be a great educatinginfluence in the world of to-morrow-
one of the greatest man has ever
known."
"The broadeasting of religious ser-
vices is an innovation," said the Arch«
bishop, "and the Church, with its con-seryative outlook, always shrinks from
new ideas. And yet why should we
not broadcast? I greet the changesthat are coming, and though I maynot be with you to see the results, I
am sure that wireless will be one of
the greatest influences in the world,
"Of all the institutions in ‘the
world the Church should-be the first
to say, ‘Yes, we will broadcast, Why,that is our work. .Certainly,we will
broadcast.’ I often think of the time
when this 11 o’clock fetish. will be
abolished; when we will all gatherat an earlier hour to partake of the
Sacrament.
‘Tt is what we ought to be doing
now,’ continued Archbishop Julius,
speaking with vigour. "We ought to
be taking the Sacrament out to the
sick and the poor; to those who are
unable to kneel alongside us in hon-
our of our Maker. Why do we not
do it? Because we are afraid. A, 3wad
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