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Our Mail Bag '

Stations Near 2YA,

HAVE been an interested reader of
“The Record” since its fivst pub-
Heation, and look forward to it each
week, especially the “Mail Bag.,” ILast

‘syeek I read of “Youthiful Enthusiast’s”

Inquiry of a station en 1¥YA’s setting,
also another on 2YA's setting., This
week I read an answer to these inquir-
ies, both stations being American. I
also have heard two stations near 1¥A
and 2YA's sefting, but they could not
be these stationg, as I have only a vari-
ahle condensor crystal set and two-
stage amplifier. I am nof sure on which

“nights X received these two stations, but

it was in the first week in June; both
were received about 7.50 pam., but I
did not put them in my book of recep-
tions. I would be very pleased if any-

" body could give me an iden of these

stations. I would also like to know
who has the best list of stations, also
the number of stations received on a
erystal-set and two-stage amplifier, My
list i3 N.Z.: 1YA, 2YA4A, 3YA, 8ZC, and
4¥A. Australia: 3L0, 34R, 2FC, 2BL,
2GB, and 4QG—I11 stations, The first
time I heard “Aussie” was on AMarch
19, when I heard a man announcing
that “Hustling Hinkler” was to speak
from that station (3LO 3Melbourne).
Hoping some reader will be able to help
me as to the identity of the two sta-
tions I have mentioned.—I%. W. Powell,
Christchureh.

Station Near KFON.

COULD any lsteners please inform
; ine as to the identity of a station
I picked a station up
at 2 o’clock a.m. Sunday morning play-
ing Wurlitzer organ, also piano, but
could not get name owing to siatic.
‘Wellington programmes are €opHug
through good. TFine orchestra. The
station “Yonthful Enthusiast” heard on
236 metres was probably EKFON, and
the other station om 95 was probably
Hobart on 535 metres.—B, Wenloek,

“Waitati.

[KFON is listed as 242 metres, and
¥obart as 516. There are several Cali-
fornian stations just below EKFON-—
EKFPR on 232 and EELW on 229, The
Radio Listeners’ Guide (2s. 9d, post
free), or from dealérs at 25, 6d, has
a comprehensive list of oversea sta-
tions~—Iad.}

.Campaign Against Howlers., .

T is satisfactory to note. that t]ge
radio inspector for Welln;gton is
taking nctive steps to investigate the

different complaints regarding interfer-

ence, »

“Howling valves' and other forms of
interference have at times made recep-
tion extremely bad.

Prrobably the Lyall Bay area is suf-
fering most from *howlers,” and it be-
hoves every set owmer at Lyall Bay-
XKilbirnie district to investigate the
matter for himself, and ascertain at
once if his set ig in order.

There are times fhen the noise is

positively deafening, and now that the
inspector’s -van is “on the read” it
“yyould be as well if listeners took this|
“hint and left no stone unturned to

malke sure their receiver does not howl;
and if owners of one and two-valve sets,
also owners of sets that were supposed
{0 be neutralised, would take a hint,
they would not take any risk of severe

financial punistment from the Court’

through -breaking the regulaiions, but

would see to it that their sets are not

used if capable of causing interference,

“until overhauled.
- A receiver may have been guaranteed

perfectly. neutralised, but may bave
become denentiralised through various
causes; and, again, the owner of 2 one
or two-valve set should not expect te

e able to bring in distant stations’
without causing interference. Like mo-

tox-cars, receivers have their limita-
tions; just as a car has its lmitations
on ‘“top gear.”

Then, again, several  “home
made” sets are causing trouble
from  “howling valves’; there is

no doubt that Lyall Bay suffers
terribly from *howling valves,” and
each and every set owner should in-
vestigate the matter immediately, as I
uanderstand the radio Inspector will, if
offenders are caught, treat such a

breach of regulations as very serious. |

One and two-valve sets, also home-
made sets, built up by novices, should
not be used for distant stations; the
most that they can be expected to J(Io
under reagonable conditions is to hring
in the local station. Nisteners owe it

to themselves to {ry to eradicate this

growing evil as quickly as pessible.—R.

T.eslic Jones,

Quality in Transmission,

AS the owner of the first transmit-

ting station in New Zealand some
eight or nine years ago, when radio in
this country was quite in its infancy—I
station
owned by the International Electrie Co.
of Wellington, transmitting from Court-

" enay Place—I have had many a growl

on the deficiencies of eur super-power
station 2¥A. Reception in Palmerston
North from this station has been ex-
ceptionally poor—in fact, ag a ragdio

~dealer I have avoided demonstrating

on 2Y A beeause of the poor modualation
of that station, Station 2Y4& has,
doubtlessly, been hearing good reports
ahout station 2ZF, Palmerston Noxth-
Manawatn Radio Clud, an amateur sta-
tion. operating heve—and ag you no
deubt know,; this station aims at clarity
—hoth of music and speeeh, 'This sta-

_tion is getting known all over New Zea-

lnnd, and Agstralia, too, as the only

. New Zealand station -that sends out

undistorted mugic,

N

This, however, is working around the
point that I intend reaching.

that ¥ hrave felt like giving since 2YA's

inception., It is with regard to two con-|.
certs broadeast on Friday, June 22,§
-and Saturday, June 23.

These two
transmissions were absolutely splendid

—splendid in all respects and quite the

best put over by 2YA siuce ils opening
last July. Alas, on the following nights
the station was up te its old frickg
again and station 2YA was “mushy.”
Regarding the programmes sent out:
The quality of these is indeed high,
a.d the 2YA orehestra a fine combina-
tion, but what is the use of good pro-
grammes with a station that causes one
to wonder whether murder is being
committed in the studio &s the per-
formers sometimes seem to be in dan-

gor of ehoking—not only our perform-j

ers, buf, whisper it gently, even our
worthy announcer? Well, AMr. Editor,
I have had my say and feel much bet-
ter. Y've said nothing very important,
s0 I feel that I ought to apologise forr
taking up some portion of your valu-
able time.—George R. Forrest, Forrest-
Crosley Radio Co. Ltd.

“Megohm Appreciated.

I HAVE been a reader of your paped

for some time—almost from its
first appearance, and the contents have
always been a source of great inferest.
The reading by me of the letters
placed under the heading of “Our
Mail Bag” has made me desirious of
adding a little contribution. In my

| opinion, no words could -be found to

sufliciently praize the articles under
the heading of “Mainly about Con-
struction,” by “Megohm.” Whatever
sounrce these articles come fromy, I
do mnot know, but if from an indi-
vidual, he can be deseribed omly as
an inexhaustible reservoir of radic
Lknowledge, stinting nothing ito impart

 some of it to Lis less expert fellows.

I Zave constricted some apparatus ae-
cording 1o his specifications, and know
of many others whko kave done like-
wise with other various radic cirveuits
and equipment, described in his :w-J
ticles, and if plans and specifications
are reasonably adhered to, the results
to say the least, have left nothing to
be desired. I have not seen much
direet commendation of *“Megohm”
and bis articles, but I am certain that
I am voicing the gratitude of very
numercus constructors, when I ex-
press my profound thanks, and pray
that we may never open the “Radio
Regord” to find the old familiar bead-
ir - is no more. Wishing prosperity
to your paper and everything con-
nected with radio, success (except
squealers) —X am, Constructor.

A Gramephone Night.

I‘IAY I suggest a novel programme
which has been discussed aad
thought out by our “listeners’ circle”
in this suburb? Most people have a
gramophone, and can boast of one or
two special records, which they are
proud of. Now, if there were 2 com-
petition for the best gramophone re-
cord put on the air, on a special even-
ing -set aside for this competition >
gramophone records only, these people
could bring their “special favourita”
and let others hear their gelection.
The public could then vote (per
conpor in R.R., where a perforated
half-sheet for voting coupons wonld ba
a good idea), and determine the most
popular record. ’
Now, if there were a prize of haif 1
dozen records for the most votey, and
quarter of a dozen records for secongd,
prize, this, and the satisfaction of let-
ting others htear their favourite, would
be enough inducement; and the only
cost to the R.B.C. for an evening's en
tertainment of high-class artists and
orchestras. "The voting coupons would
make interesting reading, and wouil
give a good guide fo the class of ve-
cords needed for the afternoon ses-]
sions, admitted to be the best pro-
gramme, but missed by the most of us.|
Phirty records (one side only), couli:
be played in two hours, and if there
were many more than was 1needed,

| they could be held over, and it could

be made a fortnightly evening,

Migh class music and upursery|
thymes made into guartets may he
very nice, but when heard every night,
becorae wearisome, Of all the re-
cords put on in the'aftermoon, I have
not heard a2 “Billy Williamg,” and X
should imagine that laugh would *‘go
over” gooed. Xt would be a betier pro-
pogition for listenerg if the records
were bought, than have the same old.
fox-trots that are put on and tried
to be made popular. Xave you ever
thought of this? Why is 2YA like the
Wellington Hotels just bhefore ths
Great War?—Because they have never
been guilly of staying open a minute

Cafter 10 o'clock, whereas Aneckland xald

Christehurch are not particular fo 20

minutes overtime—Seatoun Listeners.}

Some Sugrestions..

MAY I add ny word of praise o
* your most interesting weekly,
the “Radio Record.” It is both a joy
and an instruetion fo read if, and I,
for one, would not be without it, When
reading the mail bag section, I natice
that a number of listeners condemn

the programmes put on the air by

the B.C.C. ‘Thig, in my opinfon, Is
very unjust, as I have listened to
programmes jn Australin, which are

t not even up to the standard of our

New Zealand programmes, The con- |

certs in 2YA on - Sfunday nighis are|

4n absolute treat, and worth gis, g

This is).
to give you a word of praise—the first}

# Children’s

AT 1YA.

TUESDAY, JULY 10.—Mostly tiny
: tots asgisting Uncle George to-
night. Miss Blamives is bring-
ing her younger pupils, ané what
excitement among them ]
WEDNESDAY.~—Uncle Tom in a
happy mood, so don’t miss any
of Wednesday’s bedtime hour.
Cousing will give songs and reci-

tations.
THURSDAY—Peter Pan has the
ever popular Bayfield Cholr

with him, in choruses and songs.
There will also be stories, con-

FRIDAY—Nod in charge with stor-
ies and  Dbirthday greetings,
There will also be cousins sing-
ing and 7reciting, and Caplain
James will take us inte foreign
lands. .

SATURDAY~Cheers ! The Farm-
er’s Boy iy visiting Cinderella
and bringing with him The Milk
Maid. They will entertain the
radio family with humour and
ROTE. Letters and
greetings. .

SUNDAY~Children's Song Service
condueted by Uncle Leo, assist~
ed by cousins from Beresford
street Sunday School.

AT 2YA.

MONDAY, JULY 9-~Aunt Gwen and
Uncle Jeff will be there with
stories, greectings and puzzles,
and the cousins from the Thorn-
dont Normal School, Std. 8, with
their songs and choruses will
cheer the heart of each little
man and maid.

TUESDAY—Big Brother Jack will
give his birthday greetings and
then along will come Uncle
Stewart just in time to say: “Al)
abeoard the radio irain,” and on
the train, to cheer us as we go,
will be Mrs. Menard's clever
little pupils,

undrums and birthday greetings. |

birthday,

THURSDAY—A jolly little heur fo-

greet you;—Cousin Zena will
sing; and the drum and trum-
pet band from Petone will give |
you such a cheery hour, you wiil
want it all over again. .

FPRIDAY—Uncle Ernest to-rnight, |
childven, with his happy greet-
ings.and trip into far countries.
that we all enjoy so much, and !
the dear little cousins from the
Kelburn Norma} School will sing |

« their songs and chorus.

SATURDAY—Uncle Toby and Aunt.
Gwen will sing, tell stories, and-
talk about birthday parties.
Cousin Lynette will recite, and.
the -pupils of Miss Mavis Tolan.
willl please yvou with pianoforta:
solos.

SUNDAY—The Children’s Service:
will be conducied by Uncle
Ernest ascisted by Girl Guides.

AT 3YA.

MONDAY-—-JULY 9.—Here is “Seat- .
terjoy” with a host of surprises,
and a box of iricks—and she
scatters joy wherever she goes,
and whenever she tells her de-
Heghtful stories. So listen in,
you little ones, ané become her
friends, and you are sure to be
happy. She will fell you all.
zorts of hints how tv keep warm
these winter days. The Munro
trio will be here, too, to-night, |

happy hour.

WEDNESDAY-—Uncle Peter and]
‘Mother Hubbard—with droll
stories and sweet little zongs,
and the boys of My, Chennells
school choir are singing for ws, |

 THURSDAY—Chuckle and Aunt Pat

wave & welcome to you to-night,
with a laugh and somg. Miss
Naare Hooper’s pupils tretting
merrily along to 3YA {hizs even-:
ing——s0 get the earphones and
loudspeakers ready. ]

S50 you see we are in fov & very |-

 Sessions for Next Week

! FRIDAY—Big Brother and “7The
night, childrveni—Aunt Gwen to

Captain® in charge, and pupily
from the Wharenui School with
songs and music for all,

SATURDAY—Uncle Sam and Auxd
- May--whal more do you wani
now, to-night, but these two deax
people .at the micraphone with
songs, stories, fun anc jokes 7
SUNDAY--Children’. Song Service
which Unele David will con-
duct, and the hymuns are to be
sung by scholars from 8% Al
kans Bapiist Chureh Sunday

School.

AT 4YA,

TUBRSDAY, JULY 10—The &Gird
Guides will give 8 programme of -
songs and stories from 4YA, teo-
night, And Brother Bill wiil
take the family round the Tower
of London., Did anybody tell
you that there are no longer any
castles used in England 7 Well,
they are wrong; this is a castle
stilh used like the brave old
castles.of long ago, And thers
ave some most faseinating stor.
ies of things that have happened
there during past hundreds of
years, - You listen and heaw
Some riddles, many birthdays,
lots of letters, and the wonder~
*ul radio postie with his fat hag
of good things.

FRIDAY-—The Albany Street Boys®
Brass Band back again ? Well,
they just had to come again be-
cause they did so well last time,
There’s a little chap, knee-highe
to-a-grasshopper who plays &«
great Dbrass instrument that
makes notes as deep as a coal
miney indeed, they are all litile
chaps from a primary school,
tat, my, how splendidly they
play together with bandmastew
Hanna beating time. And—but

. ‘what’s the good of telling when
vou can tune in
Aunt Shiela and Big Brother

Bill take the family anothed
irip. Riddles, bags fuil of lete

ters, birthdays galorve, and ths
radic postie flitting everywhere,

year on their own., X alvo vead of
a number of crities complaining of
the peor transmizsion of the Xew
Zealund statigns, My advice to the
most of them would he to look to
their sets Instead of compleining of
distortion, ete. of the stations.

util I got one to suit my tastes, In
regard to DX hunting (an interesting
hobby), I have picked up 28 stations
in all with my present set, a five-valve
| {hree-dial confrol set. The log is as
follows: 9 New Zealand, 11 Austral
iany, 3 Japanese, § American stations,
and, of course, amn not finished yet. I
would, if I may, suggest to the B.CEC.
that they put en as many banjo,
mandolin, and other solos as possible,
as I 8nd they come through best of
all.  Also that they {ry to ¢ontinue
their programmes from the ehildren’s

without 2 break. This, I think, wonld

give the announcer moye time fo get
through the information session. As

it iy now, he has ofien io go over

1 somie items very briefly and too quick-

Iy to give the listener a c¢haxce to
understand them. Yours in sywmpathy,
—Satisfied Indeed.”

The Station Orchestra.
THERE are two questions which ad
the presenf time are paramount

to 2YA. First are the programmes
by the orchestra, sach as were pro-
mised; second, is the orchestra giving

thereof?
In comnection with the first it wwas

understood that classical music was]

not to predomiunate, but rather light
wag also a promise of dinner musie,

half an hour earlier.
grammes for the week ending June 30,
the orchestra plays 94 minufes of

and 30 minutes of request, As fully
one-third of the 1request items ave
classical, we have practically two-
thirds classical against one-third light
opera and dance musie. In addition
to this, we get the Symons-Elwood
Trio, anxd a great number of other
¢lassienl and semi-classical ifems, I
think that the mojority of the listeners
enjoy the best music well played, but
there is no doubt that a surfeit of

Jazz, and X think that the majority of
the listeners-in would like to see the
[ positions reversed, say, one-third
clagsical and two-thirdg light opera
and dance and jazz items.

In connection with the seeond ques-
{ion, I have no idea what the ovches-
tra is cosfing the company, but wonld
point out that for the week ending
June 30 it is only on the air for 164
minufes, or roughly 2% hours. The
orchestra i3 undoubtedly a firsi-class
one, and ithe artists must be paid a
reasonoble salaxy, but when it iy econ-
sidered that the picture orchestras play
as long as this every night in the week,
it does mot appear that the company
is getting suficient gervice from the
orchestra commetisurate to the cost
thereof, Dinmer mmsic for 50 minutes,
and algo a greater smount of dance
and jazz items wounld no doubt help to
bring up tlhe average of the <lass of
music that appealy to the popular taste.

It might Dbe interesting to compare
the ‘oreliestra’s performances  with
that of the SLO Synce-Symphonigis

Far
my part, I have ftried various sets

session till closing down at 10 o'clock |

in the minds of most of the listeners.

service commensurate 1o the cost

opera and jazz and dance music, There;
Fwith the ¢hildren’s session commencing |
Taking the pro-

classical, 40 minutes of light opera,|

classical is just as bad as a soxfeit of |

who were on the air on the average of ]

casions and playing well over 200
itemrs., Now Victoria (3LO) has al-
ways had and still has wore listeners-
in than the whole of the rest of Aung-
tralia, and broadcasts programmes in
which comedy items and lght musie!
predominate,  This shows that al-
though the average listemer ecan enjoy
classical music well rendered, if the
license figures are to be mainiained
and increased it ean only be done by
retaining the listeners’ interest with
programmes containing a majorify of|
gtomedy. jazz, Mght opera and novelty
items.

te show that this is so) a comparison
of any week's evening programme

catering for the publie taste.
The fignres for the licenses in Aus-
._tralia may be of interesti——

2

Vietoria  ....e0v0.. 18G481
New South Wales .. 475,869
Queensland veoree 24020
South Australin ..., 19,402
West Ausiralia ,... 3,780
TReManis,  coocares 2,838
Tetal for rest of
Augtralia ...... £126,859
P.Se—I would like to see aother
listeners’ views expressed in  the.
“Reecord,” ’
Yours, ete,
“WANGANULY

Battle of Giants.
COULD»there be a poesible chance of

for New Zealand boxing fans on short-

wave and rebroadcast for lsterers?!

All New Zealand people have got their{
thoughts on our champion, . 'Tom
Heeney, who is climbing the Iladder
fast. 2YA made a very good re-
broadcast of the landing of the South-:

they should not have much difficulty

600 minutes per week, 38 different ¢e-F

k IIf SELO is taken as g eritevion I
of popular taste {(and the figures gol
¢ o & land on Friday evening, between Hay

2YA picking up the great ifight{

ern Crosy, and if conditions are goody.

in rebroadcasting the great fight, sxzd
many listeners will back me up in thig
‘letter  hoping that 2YA will attempd
something in the matter—S, Eilig;
Okato.

{We think our ecorreéspondent may
rest assured -that everything possible
will be done 1o satisfy the desires of
ligteners on this point, here has res
cently been installed at Mt Victorig
a shori-wave receiving set for the ree
ception of overseas transmissions. 1§
'is hoped this will prove useful on ko
fortheoming occagion.—7d.1

Auckland’s Fight Appreciated.

MUST congratulate the anmoxnced
‘at the fight broadeast from Awcis

and Oasey, for the mo.. excellent rane

shows that 2YA is undoubtedly not fning: descriptions hie gave of the fAght,

Y listen to most of the Bydney fights;

'and have alge heard most of those

broadeast in New Zealan’. but the
‘above is the first I have heard broads
cagt from 1YA. Last night’s announcey
was easily the best I have heard on thq
air in New Zealand, and I would like
to see the Broadeasting Company, iff

{they are broadecasiing any impertant

fights from Wellington, obtain his gex
vices as snnouncer, I think the sporte
ing hroadeasts are appreciated by thg

 aanjority of listeners and there will
1he no objection raised provided we do

not receive too much of them. Pergon-

1 ally, T could easily stand a fight onecd

a week, but the other people may nod

“Bike 1% as often as this. However, with
| the four statlions in New Zealand
- sheuid be possible to broadeast a sport»

ing item at least once a fortnight froxg
each station, ag part of the evening jr0e
gramme,~*T.JH.,"” Wangapui.
o —_

TRAVEL IN COMFORT BY
CAR )
FHLLINGTON — PALMERSTON

NTW PLYMOUTH.
Dse Our Booking Offices in Advance.

51 Willis Street, WELLINGTON,

-
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Camera Calalogue Free

| OF AlL KODAK DEALERS |

w—and that means it o &n
jntensely practical picture-maker,
. dependable in every way.

Even in the hands of béginntrs:
pictures come out clear and
sharp, :

Anybody tan make good pictures
with a Brownie—right from the
start. &

- No. 0 Pictuyes 2% x {§ine. .. 10/6
No.2 ,  3%x2¥ins .. 15/
lﬂc. 2A ” 42‘ X Z%ina. an 20/‘

and hear §,
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