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Friday, June 8, 1928.

: Our Shortv" W'ave Corner

© paa. at 6.30 am. through H8W.

ME® ¥. W. SELLENS (Northland)
writesi— - : S

Saturday, May 26.

Big Ben wasg heard striking §
This
wag followed, without any announce-
went, by 4 man and woman singing,
Volume was very weak at 7.25 am,
when I cloged down., An orchestral
item was coming through at fair ’phone
strength,

POIT was first tuned in at 1245
pam.  All announcements in the early
part of the programne were made in
a foreign language, Spanish probably,

ayg Mexico City was ealled severall}

times, and. once in English. My,
Ranger, or Granger, manager, ——-

L Hleetrical Company, Mexico City, was
© asked for a veport of reception,

Re-
ports were also agked for from other
listeners in North America. At 210
p.m, the “Wembley Tatteo” was heard
at good speaker volume, ‘

2XAD on 2196 metres wag first
heard at 1250 p.m., when they were
fair ’phone strength, but very un-
steady. Later ou volume increased to
fair speaker and was more steady.
Olive Palmer, radio's most populayr so-
prano, sang, and it was announced that
2 photograph of this lady eould be had

- by writing for one fo the Radio Editor,

Palmolive Co., Chicage, I1l.  On clos-
ing it was announced that & gong
would be struck at exactly one minute
and ten seconds past 11 o'clock. east-
ern daylight-saving time. After a
slight pause the gong was heard, This
is a new idea.

2F(C, through 2ME-on 28.5 metres,
were heard during the evening, Vol-
ume was good speaker, but several
times they went off the air for a mo-
ment or two, and just before 11 p.m.
2ME announced that {liey were closing
down, apparently on aceount of hreak-
down, as volume decreased very rapid-
ly before the ammouncement.

From RIFM, 70 metres, a lady was
heard talking as well as the usual male
speaker,

Sunday, May 27.

2XATF, 314 metres, at 2 pm. was
very weak, buf was soon stroug enough
for the speaker, A, programme of
dance and voecal music was being re-
Jayed from the Crystal Room, De
Witzler Hotel, Albany, New York. Ap-
plause at the end of each item could
be clearly heard, 'They signed off at
3.33 p.am, New Zealand time.

2BO was heard calling “CQ" Gur-
ing the afternoon.

310, through 3MT, carried out their
second daylight test from 6.15 p.m. tiil
7 p.m.

Several choruses from “Carmen”
were heard, a poem by Robert W. Ser-
vice, the Canadian Xipling, “Barbed
Wire YField” was read, ete. Volume
from fair, increasing to good speaker.

Monday, May 28.

3L0O from 6 a.m. were again testing,
but were not up to their usual stan-
daxd, much weaker and mushy.

At from about 6.10 am., on 43

" metres a stranger was heard trans-

nmitting orchestral items, without any
announcement in between. Strength
was fairly good, bui unsteady.

2BO again calling “CQ.”

2ME were transmitting the regular
evening programme of 2FC on 285
metres, Strength was good speaker.
As an experiment I tried them on the
broadeast wave and found that with
the same number of valves more
volume could be obtained than on the
short-wave. Modulation was goad on
both wave-lengths.

Tuesday, May 29.

Between 6 a.m. and 7 aam. not a sign
of any station could be heard.
Bed-time stories from 2FC on 285

2 lady spoke,

metres at good volume were heard, but
suddenly went off at 7.256 pam. -

RIFM were louder iban they have
been for a long time, Talk was all
that was leard from theni,

Wednesday, May 30.

PCIF was not awdible till about 6,15
a.n., when they were very weak., Vol-
ume was much better at 7 am, but
“sarging” was bad, Noi any announce-
ments were heard till 7.30 a.m., when
Several more iems
were heard without any announce-
ment, which is unusual for PCIT.

S8W also was very weak at 6.30

aan, - When closing down at 7.45 a.an,

they were much better.

During the evening 2BH wag fest-
ing on the 80 metres band, 2RO put
on some enjovable records.

Thorsday, May 31.

Was up very early for a while to fry
my lack with JB (South Africa) but,
ax expected, could not get anything.

2315, on 280 metres, were testing
from 6.30 pm, tHl 7.3 pmo. Joord
speaker at times, but faded very badly.

Friday, June 1.

PCJF was very weak at 5.30 a.m,
and not much better at 6,30 a.., but
improved rapidly after this time.

O8I was poor at 7 am., but an or-
chestral item at 7.25 a.m. was coming
through fairly good.

2ME from 630 pm. till 7.30 pan
were testing, Gramophoune records
were used at first and later the bed-
time session from 2FC transmitted. Re-
ports were solicited from places out-
wide Australia,

RFAM was loud, but sratic very Inul.

4XNW {Queensland), on ahout 33
metres, was testing.

A volee was heard on about 305
metres, but too weak to get the call,

A New Russian,

N
O xinn station was heard, being log-
ged at 12.830 am. on approximately 40
metres, When first beard it was
transmitting musie, then eame “Hullo,
Hullo.,” Radio Laboratory Universiiy
of ——, U.8.8.R. You will now lhear
more music and piano item.”  There
was another announcement re radio
call letters which was hard to under-
stand, but sounded like RADZ2.  This
was followed by a violin solo. Thelr
programme continued on till .
with announcements
items. In one part of transmission

2

reference was made to musical pro-;

gramme, and that the st would he
carried out on Wednesday and Thurs-
days at the same time. which would
mean Thurgday and Friday mornings,
12.30 till 2 a.m, New Zealand time,

Modulation was very poor at times,
but strength was equal to the Russian
S5.W. station RFM received nightly in
New Zealand, Most of the announce-
ments were made in broken Xnglish,
which at times was quite good. As
stated, poor modulation made it very
difficult to understand. He closed down
with station announcement asking for
reports, telegram or letter, and finished
up with “Good-night, ladies and gentle-
men.”  Trusting that some other SW
fans will hear this station and report.
—A, P, Morrison (Brooklyn).

English Nightingale Heard in N.Z.

TT may iuterest short-wave enthusi-

asts {0 know -that 58W, Chelms-
ford, England, is now fair lowl-
speaker strengih until he closes down
each morning at 10.30 a.m. This
morning while lstening to him at 10
aan. he announced, if possible, be-
tween then and midnight they would

If yoﬁ haven’t a Good Radio—Half

the World

1s Passing you by!
KING 5-VALVE NEUTRODYNE SETS, complete with

Spealier, Batteries, Aerial Wire, ete ., I'rom £36/10/-,
BROWNING-DRAKE SETS, made to order. Ampliflers,

Crystal Sets, Speakers, in large variety.

SEND FOR CATALOGUE.
F. J. W, FEAR AND CO,,
63 WILLIS STREET. WELLINGTON. N.Z.

SHORT
WAVE
SETS — Complete.

ORDER YOURS NOW.

On the complete shortwave s:ets we are now building, we GUARANTER
RESTLTSH,

LONDON — HOLLAND ~— AMERICA.

The Best 'Workmanship and the Highest Class Parts goes in before our
Name goes on.

ALL GOODS MONEY BACK GUARANTEED.,
If your own set needs repairing, don’t hesitate to bring it along, or ring us,

THE HOUSE OF SERVICE.

RADIO CO.L'®

76-77 KENT-TERRACE . ™

Thursday, May 31, another Rus- |

}
matle between!

broadeast the song of a nightingale
from the woods, and at 10,28 a.m. until
10.30 p.m. the nightingale’s song was
heard clearly and distinetly, _
PCIT was on the air until 8.30 a.m.”
still good volume when he
down. A lady wag doing most of the
announcing. - Iu conclusion, allow me
to express keen appreciation of the
articles contributed hy “Megohm.—
.M., Wellington, :

Short-Wave Notes From the South.

ONDITIONS still remain good with
perhaps one day's bad reception
on which statie crashes made sigoals
almost inaudible. DSV, Chelmsford
ig constant in volume, most of their
items about 8 to 830 or later con-
stitute some relays apparently from
theatres ; musical items and speech are
received with good modulation. The
two New York stations have gone off
with'me this last week. They, Liow-
ever, were better yesterday. One has
not the time to spend always through
the day when their transmission is at
its best. Occasionally morse will
mush KDKA badly. When thig cleavs,
however, they ‘come through well
,:iL() on 32 metres in their regulax
{ Monday morning test last weelk were
i simply perfect, eusily held and stayed
i stable without a semblance of surge.
;This week on their second daylight
Ctest ou Sunday afternoon, while ter-
i vifieally Toud, the tirst half-hour they
rhad a constant surging wave which
1died out later. On Monday morning
they were much better, later in the
iday I lost volume in reception in gen-
eral, and nfnally it faded out, After
| varied mental journeys through the
' efvenit, one came to the conclusion
cthat the trouble was outside the set,
5 which eventually proved to be corvect.
: For convenience sake I bave a snap
; connection to nerial made up of two
tlarge brass carpet domes, and al-
jthough on ¢lose inspection everything
cappeared right, on test it proved not
i to be so, the lacquer which these fit-
Pments are covered with apparently
"had an insulating effect.  After this
. was put right T jumped back into the
old volume. It is really astonishing
what little trivial things will prevent
a set funciioning. To-day (Wednes-
day) KEngland was coming over eX-
ceptionally loud and speech delight-
fully articulated.

Do you know of any reception in
this country of a successful nature
from South Afriea? If so, it would
be interesting to try for them during
the All Blacks’ visit to the Cape—~—
R. M. Parker (Xnvercargill).

[Except for the case of South Af-
rican reception recently reported in
“Our Mail Bag,” we believe only Mr.
Bell has received South Africa on
morse only, Special difficulties of
( time and direction of wave-travel
seem to limit New Zealand reception
of African stations. Also see Mr.
Morrison’s letter elscwhere~EQ.}

3LO'S SHORT-WAVE TESTS

DAYLIGHT RANGE DIFFICULTY.

Regarding the short-wave broadeast
tests by 31O, Melbourne, it is pointed
out that normally, short-wave signals
sent over comparatively short dis-
tances arc subject to marked absorp-
tion, and, as a result, they are always
much weaker close to a fransmitting
station, than is a signal traunsmitted
on a longer wuave-length. This fact,
added to difficnlties sometimes experi-
enced in picking up short-wave sig-
nals, hay prevented their extensive
use for Ioeal Dbroadeasting. It has
been found, however, that the carry-
ing properties of short wave-lengths
differ very much from those of longer
ones, and that in eertain circum-
stances the daylight range of a short-
wave signal greatly exceeds that of
a long-wave one,

Normally the daylight range of 3LO
on 371 mefres does not exceed about
200 miles, and in some cases it is a
areat deal less. Xxperiments huve in-
dicated that the daylight range of the
30-metre transmitter should he 1500
niles or 2000 miles. Thiy would mean
that where the lomg-wave transmitter
could not serve all the Victorian lis-
teners effectively in the daytime, the
short-wave set eould cover the whole
of Australia. .

8o far the daylight short-wave tegts,
by 3L0O, Melbourne, have failed to give
consistent  satisfactory  lowndspeakor
volume in Wellington at about 1700
miles distance.

E3

STANDARD TIME

ISTENERS often find it difficult to
distinguish between Standard and
Loeal time, Tor the sake of conveni-
ence in connection with railways, tele-
grams, ete, most countries keep stan-
dard time of some particular meridian,
which often differs considerably from
mean local time, The Standard time
of Queensland, New Sonth Wales,

an imaginary place on the 150th meri-
dian, 'Thig is 10 hours east of Green-
wich, the standa®d taken in Great Brit-
ain, 'The mean time of Sydney is five
minutes ahead of standard time, while
the mean fime at Melbourne is five
minutes behind standard time. The
standard time for South Australia is
half an hour later than New South
TWales, while that of West Australia
is an hour later than the MRastern
States, The standard time of New
Zealand is one and 2 half hours ahead
of Queensland, N.S.W. Vietoria, and
Tasmania, ‘Thervefore 8 p.m, in Syd-
ney , for instance, i3 cquivalent to 9,30 |
pm. in New Zealund

Vietoria, and Tasmania is the mean of ||

" AUCKLAND DIRECTORY

c¢losed ¢

f"WIlaff: to Buy and Where

ATWATER-KENT RADIO ..
|ALTONA & HAMMARLUND-

ROBERTS SETS.
AMPLION LOUDSPEAKERS .

BREMER-TULLY RADIO ....

BURGESS RADIO BATTERIES,
CE-CO VALVES ..........

FADA RADIO ............
FEDERAL, MOHAWK, GLOBE

GAROD, CROSLEY, RADIO
AND ACCESSORIES ... ..

GILFILLAN AND KELLOGG .
GREBE RADIO ............
MARCONI ECONOMY VALVES
MULLARD VALVES ......

RADIOLA RECEIVERS
RADIOTRON VALVES
RELIANCE BATTERIES

N.Z. Made,

PHILIPS VALVES AND
' APPARATUS

o s e

fo_s » 5,

Frank Wiseman, Ltd,
170-172 Queen Street.

Johns,v Ltd.
Chancery. Street,
All Radio Dealers.

Superadio, Lid.,
147 Queen Street,

All Radio Dealers.
All Radio Dealers.

Radio Supplies,
251 Symonds Street.

Federal Radio House,

8 Darby Street. :

The Hector Jones Electrical Co
King and Queen Streets, Hastings,

Harrington’s, Ltd.,
138-140 Queen Street,

Howie’s,
Dilworthh Building., Custom St. 1.
All Radio Dealers.

All Radio Dea}ers.

Farmers’ Trading Co., Ltd.,
ITubgon Street,

All Radio Dealers.

Reliance Battery Mfg. Co., Ltd.,
96 Albert Street.

All Good Radio Dealers,

POWER TRANSMISSION

BY RADIO BEAMS,

Great inferest and much misunder-
standing has been caused by the an-
nouncement by the Westinghouse
Manufacturing and Blectrical Com-
pany of America that itg research en-
gineers are engaged on the problem of
transmitting energy in commercial
quantities by wireless, and that a con-
giderable measure of success is expect-
ed shortly.

The method being investigated by
the Westinghouse Company differs con-
siderably from ordinary wireless com-
munication methods. It involves the
use of a wireless beam of about the
character as that from a small but
powerful gearchlight. If such a beam
were produced by a transmitter using
about as much power as 2YA, Welling-
ton, it is estimated that the air in the
path of the beam would undergoe a
surprising electrical change, and from
being one of the most perfect ingsnlating
media known would become a condue-
tor of current of the same order asg a
stout copper cable. In this condition
the beam could be used as a transmis-
sion line, and two or more beams pro-
duced parallel with each other would
be capable of replacing an ordinary
mefallic circuit for the transmission of
direct or alternating currents of com-
mercial pressures and frequency.

Limited Commercial Value.

Assuming that grave technical @ifli-
culties to the actual production of the
beams are overcome, as they probably
will be, the value of the gystem for
commercial purposes would be sirictly
limited. The wireless beams would
employ very short waves, which are
subject to rapid weakening as they
leave the transmitier. These beams

could not be used for more than a few .

miles, because, even assuming that
there were no obstructions such as
trees or buildings in their way, the
cnrvatures of the earth wouldl be suffi-
ciont, to prevent their wse over longer
distances, In view of the cost of pro-

ducing the beams, they are not likely
to be used in preference to metallic
copd_uctors for such sort-distance trans-
mission, except, possibly, in cases
where gome insnrmountabie difficulty
prevents the use of metallie line.

IN SPOKANE YVALLEY

TASTENERS-IN YOR WEST,

_The demand of listeners for a diver-

sity of programmes is illustrated in
a survey of the radio situation in
Spokone, Wash., which has been sub-
mitted to Harold A. Lafount, member
of the United States Federal Radio
Commuission from the Far West.

Questionaires were sent to repre-
sentative citizens in four sections of
the citv and in the Spokane valley.
The survey was conducted independ-
ently of any broadeasting station and
i3 believed to be representative of the
radio situation in cities of the West,
Lafount said.

Fighty per cent, of the persons an-
swering the questionnaires in the en-
tire city said they owned radio sets,
In the Spokane valley, 75 per cent.
said thev had radios. The percent-
age of those owning valve sets was
65.4, while 34.6 per cent. have crystal
sets.

A census of adults in homes who lis-
tened to the radio showed 52 per cent.
of the homes had two adult listeners;
28 per cent three listeners; 11 per
cent, four listeners; 5§ per cent. five
listeners; 3 per cent. one listemer, and
1 per cent. six listners.  Forty per
cent. of the boties had two  child
listeners; 34 per cent. had one listener;
19 per cent. three listeners; 5 per
cent, four listeners, and 2 per cent,
five listeners.

The Radio Depot

166 Mamnchegter St., Cliristehurch.

E. G. SHIPLEY.
RADIO SPECIALIST.
’Phono 4790,
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Arrange for a demonstration TO-DAY

Call and hear the latest
model SONORA. Un-
equalled for quality eof
tone. Buy a SONORA and
you will really enjoy
Radio!

58 Willis Street,
¢ WELLINGTON.

N o

F.J.PINNYLt

Phone 45—-865

JUST ARRIVED — A NEW SHIPMENT OF
THE FAMOUS NO. 51

2-VALVE CROSLEY

Australian Stations Guaranteed on 'Phone Strength, complete with Valves,
Batteries, Loundspeaker and ’Phones,

£9 10 0

CALL FOR A DEMONSTRATION,

6. G. MACQUARRIE L.

CROSLEY SALES AND SERVICE.
‘98 WILLIS STREET

OUR NEW PRICH LIST IS AVAILABLE FOR THE ASKING.

WELLINGTON.

S=S—




