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Great Reception

138 STATIONS ON TWO
" VALVES

- —

GOOD WORK IN BROOKLYN

SOUTH AFRICA HIARD.

MR. A, . MORRISON, DBrooklyn,
writes: This last week or two 1
have read with interest lists of sta-
tions logged by different radio listen-
ers throughout New Zealand, and
thin)k my little list might be of infer-
gst. .
" Ar. Bilis asks who iy the five-valve
X champion of New Zepland, Some
time agoe lists and lists of stations log-
ged were published in your paper of
fadio fanswith 5, 6,7, 8 valve receivers
and some good lists too; one list ia
particalar from Shannon,

Ay outfit is only three valves, and 1
get plenty of fun ovt of it without go-
ing up to 5 or 6 valves, and X might
gay the third valve is never used, -
lesk the loudspeaker is handy, so take
motice, fans, only two valves are used.
Now to tell the tale (nothing but the
fruthy, and no imagination atfached
£o it, not wanting to be eltssed a Wal-
ter Rodman Pierce (the American DX
chewyg.y.  Without boasting, 1 bave
gircled the globe with this receiver—-
Kew Zealand, Australia, Japan, Amer-
fea, (fanada, Manila, India, Irance.
Germany, Russia, Java, Eogland, Ar-
genting, Iolland,  Belgium, South
‘Afriea have all been lieard. It i+ an
old American type of cireuit, with one
or two alterations X huve made my-
gelf. The earth used is 1t common gir-
den one. Locality counts nothing, for
the receiver has been worked in the
city and different parts of Wellington.
My list of stations to date is:—

- New Zealand.—1YA, 2YA, 3Y4, 474,

87O, 2YK, 2¥YDB, 1728, 1ZQ, 241, 2YM.
dAL, 478, 2AQ.
CAustralin, —21(¢, 2ZBYL., 3L0, SALR,

4QG, 725, 5CL, 3UZ, 3DD, GWI, 2BIE,

2G5, 2KY, 211D, 2UL, T7BN, 2UW,
8MA. SDN, 3BY.

©Japan.—JOCK, JOAR. JOBK.
JUBL.

¢ America —XIXY, KFAL, KT,
EKty, KON, EGW, KJIR, KO\,
Xro, K86, WAGH, WBBM,

WL
WEAP, WGY, WLS. :
» Cannda——CFew,
Manita—KZRM.
India —7BY.
« Argen{ina,—RUDR,
: Short Warve.
ngland.—58W, 2NM.
. Yloland—~—PC3.
Belgium.—Radio DBelghgue, 4A.C,
CGermany.—ARPK, RS,
America.~—2XAYF, 2XAD, XKDKA,
ZXAL, 4XG, 2X(G, 93X, 8XATL, 1XAE,
WELW.
S Java—ANIL
. Russin —~RFM,
- Anstralia.—3LC, 6WE, §AG, 2ME,
2BI1.. :

The list above totals 81, and includ-
ing 57 New Zealand and Australian
amateurs I have received, makes my
grand fotal 138 stations, using enly
two valves.

.My best reception, I should say, on
the broadcast band is logging WBBM,
Chicago, WEAYF, New York, WQY,
New York, CIFCF, Canada, 7BY, Dom-
bay. The Bombay stution was logged
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Radio’s Influence
BUILDS NEWSPAPER

CIRCULATIONS
TREMENDOUS SPREAD OF
' POPULAR KNOWLEDGE

NE of the most interesting articles
we have encountered for some time
is a careful analysis in a trade news-
paper journal, “Editor and Publisher,”
of the causes which have operated to
influence a tremendous expansion in
newspaper circulations for the last
séven years in the United States, For-
tunately facilities for accurate statig-
fics are readily available, thanky fo
the efforts of the D’ress, supplemented
by a Tederal requirement that authen-
tie cireulation figures shall be publigh-
ed regularly. This analysis iy extra-
ordinarily interesting, and attributes
to radio a vifal part in the expansion
of cireulation that has faken place,
During the six years' period 192127
the circulations of morning papers in
the TUnited States increased from 10,-
144,260 copies per day to 14,143,829,
vening paper  cirenlations increasecd
from AS2TH4R0 to 23,820,033, sSunday
civeunlations increased from 19,041,313
to 25,409,087 :
These gains show that morning pap-
ers increased 39.4 per cent, evening
papers 30.3 per cent., and Sunday pap-
ers 33.2 per eent, The tendency
throughout has been for the cheaper
papers to disappear and the price of
the 2-cent papers to grow to 3 cents.
flils keeping pace wtih o much improv-
ed serviee given by the papers them-
selves In news and informatfion.
IIIS increase in newspiaper eireula-

tion bas far exceeded the normal
rate of growth of the population, and

last Janunary wlen I stayed up to hear
an carly morning test for the short-
wave station SHW,

The wonder station. KITON, (alifor-
nia, is heard quite distinelly by me,
nsing  deteetor alone, To test his
strength through Welington 2YA (I
do not use i wave trap) last Sunday
night, I could distinetly hear the jazz
items and announcements made. Two
items announced were *One Hummer's
Night" and “Smiling” The only time

I have heard anything from South
Afrien was  on the sw.,, when I
heard o carvier wave, when, and
after  writing  for some  time,

heard it announced 2AM or 2), South
Afriea, and the station closed down.
This last month I have stayed up
ate some nights, thinking the Johan-
nesburg ».w. station JIB might be log-
ged. T have tried all his wave-lengths,
but no resmlts, so I suppose we will
have fo wait for cable news for All
Biack results. It ig only just lately I
have troubled to send reporfs to some
of these distance stutions I have re-
ceived to verify reports, and my rei-
son for deing =0 is to convince people
who doubt DX reception on &0 smail
an outfit. DBui. still I have had wit-
nesses at some of my American recep-
tions on the 1B, band., I do not con-
sider it iy necessary to have a five or
six valve receiver for DX. It just re-
quires plenty of patience and care in
operation, and not interfere with your

neighbours’ reception.
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T0 “RADIO RECORD,”
P.0. Box 1032, Wellington.
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ADDRESS

LISTENERS’ GUIDE

1928-29

NOW AVAILABLE

PHIS useful compendium is invaluable to listeners and pros-

It covers the fullest possible range of

informatiori—lists of statioms, operation of sets, servicing of

sets, glossary of terms, comstructional section, short wave
. section, etc., ete.

160 pages packed with_ valuable
matter, and numerous illustra-
tions.

Or
o= Clip this Coupon ===

Please post me oue copy of “N.7Z. Radio Listemers’ Guide, 1028.23,"
for which I enclose herewith postal note for 2,9 (3/6, and 3d. postage).
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in searching for the causes of this ex-
‘pansion, credit is given to radio in re-
spect of 45 per cent. of the Increase—
the otlhier 55 per cent: of the gain being

torial iflugtration and ofher mechani-
cal and technical imrovements in the
 Presy ifself, This tribute of the lead-
ing trade journal of the Press to the
value of radio as a feature of
newspaper progperity is  striking
—so sfriking, indeed, as to make the
guotation of thelr reasony worth
while,

“The article says: “Coincident  and
running concurrently with this increase
in circulation for the period i9H21-27
has been the introduction and develop-
ment of radio broadeasting. The uni-
versatility of its audition plus the in-
gtanianeous - distribution of ity pro-
grammes introdneced a factor of liter-
acy or stimulation of mental interest
whose power and extent can not be
tabulated. Owing to the brief time
brondeasting has been in existence the
ratio of its value can only be approxi-
mated and this only through weighing
the Iknown factors and asgigning the
balance of the percentage of increase
to broadeasting,

“There can be ne question but thut
the programmes have increased both in
extent and character, The first pro-
grammes were confined to entertain-
ment in which jazz predominated.
These have Deen subordinated, Lo~
day the most popular programmes are
symphony concerts, classical aund semi-
¢lassieal music, talks on historical,
educational, raligioux, and instructive
topicy, outlines of national and inter-
national politics, and lectures on do-
mestic economics.

“As the mechanics of broadeasting
are based on audition it does not seem
unreasonable to assume that fhis stim-
ulated interest or increased degree of
literncy seeks the printed word to
satisfy the mental desire which has
been aroused, As the guickest, most
general and cheapest reading vehicle,
the newspaper follows with the fivst
and greatest renction resulting in an
increase in newspaper cirveulation.
“There are nndoubtedly other contri-
buting factors such as compulsory edu-
cation in certnin States, especially
where there is a large element of for-
eign-born population. Alse, the reduc-
tion in the working lours and in-
crease in speed of transportation makes
available more time for reading.

“As noted above, there have been
very definite inerease in magazine and
pericdieal circulations, also in the sale
of books and the character of books,
“Arbitrarily assessing the broadeast-
ing factor, it would seem to justify the
statement that thix new factor is one
of fthe most important elements af-
fecting newspapers and newspaper cir-
culations which has been developed in
the past century,

“If the theory outlined above is true
it is obvious that newspupers have &
very definite community of intevest
with radio brondeasting rather than.a
somewhat general antagonism  which
seems fo exist on part of many pub-
lishers,

“The theory has been discussed with
a number of publishers in various sec-
tions of the country, some of whom
operate broadeasting stations, with the
request that they supply any data or
information whieh will serve as an ex-
planation for the circulation increase,
Tie majority of opinions so far ex-
pressed ascribe a large portion of the
circulation increases to the radio broad-
casting.”

SI?PPLEMEN’J.’ING the foregoing, it
is pointed out that the heaviest
inerease in newspaper circalations has
fuken place in those States whicld are
hest served by radie stations, Some
newspapers fhemselves maintain broad-
casting stations--the “Chicago Daily
News,'" for instance, ¥or the past two
or three years this paper has given in
its Saturday issue a special page to
some country or special educational fea-
ture, and on the same evening a talk
on the subject from ifs broadcasting
station. This double-barrelled - effort
bas proved extremely popular, and has
influenced a definite inerease in cireu-
Iation. e
The facts here given have a special
interest to New Zealand, as it is cer-
tain the course of development here
will follow the factors thaf have in.
fluenced development abroad. There
has been a fendency, we think, in New
Zealand Jjournalisan to reguml broad-
casting as a prospertive enemy—this
was the first trend im  the TUhnited
States, but, us outlined above, fuller
experience has shown that broadeast-
ing has been the bes{ friend imagin-
able {0 the newspaper world, and has
definitely contributed to its expunsion
and prosperity, Appreciation of this
poing will e an advantage i the Do-

minion, :

AN()THER aspeet of interest iy the

contention made in this analysis
that the first tenilency to utilise broad-
casting in an orgy of jazz has passed,
ant that the demand of the public is
now for symplhony concerts,’ classical
musie, talks on historical, educational,
religious, and jonstroctive topics, oui-
lines of national and internationai poli-
ties, und lectures on domestie eco-
nomies, ‘

1T proper contrsl of “A” battery
current plays n big part in the
quadity of tone. If for instunce, the
“A” hattery current is allowed to fail
bhelow the required strength for heat-
ing the fllament of the valves, shrill
music or speech i3 sure to be the result,
It will be often found that the em-
ployment of the “C" battery in the grid
circuit of the valve provides a means
of improving the tonal quality of some
types of receiverr, but this largely de-
pends upon the nature of the clrenit
in use.

attributed to the development of pic-|

SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE

“What Broadcasting|

~ Means to Me”

RESTORED

———

CONFESSIONS BY ORDINARY
LISTENERS

A COMPETITION was recently leld

in Britain for the best short es-
say on “What Broadeasting Has
Meant to Me.” Many thousands of
entriey were veceived, and the work
of judging the three winners was a
difficalt one.

EXTRACTS from the two first prize
winners are worth quoting :—The
winner of the first prize writes: “I
live in a dull, drab colliery village,
as far removed from real country as
from real city life—a bus ride from
third-rate entertainments and a con-
siderable train journey from any edu-
cational, musical or social advantages
of o first-class order. In such an at-
niesphere life hecomes rusty and apa-
thetie. Tufo this monotony comes the
introduction of a mood wireless set :u.ul
my little world is transformed. Music,
grave, gay, sparkling or hm_mtmg.
floats through the house, excluding all
environments and all dull thoughts.
. This winning essay pictures
vividly the deadening sameness of life
in o grimy North Country village and
the blessed outleft which broadeasting
means to those whe iust face if,
month after month,

“RAORE than all,” goes on the writer,
- “broadeasting has renewed and
increased my admiration for my na-
tive England, its religion, its morals,
its high standards . . it makes me
feel that each of ns Iy af least a tiny
link in the Hving history of a mighty
raece, wide-flung to the extremifies of
the earth, It has turned a telescope
upon ‘self,” througl which X might
eain a right prospective. Wepk by
week we hear appeals for individuals,
institutions, suffering in every shape
and form, and I am brought to realise
that I am not a well-knowit person in
a small eommunity only-—but an atom
in o mighty system, with llllghf?' re-
sponsibilities.” The winner of the
second prize is a bedridden im{mte of
a poor-law infirmary, who, in nineteen
vears, hag only been talken four times
outsidfe its walls, “How often have
I wished to die during those years of
solitude tith pain, suffering and death
around me . . . I am quite con-
tent now to live another nineteen
yeurs under the same conditions as I
do now, so loug as I have my sef,
whivh is very precious to me.” 'j:‘he
third winner Lolds that “Broadeasiing
Das restored to me the lost spirit of
adventure and self-entertainment .

proadened my outicok on life
my mind has recovered 2 good deal of
its former elasticity.”
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1YA MUSIC COMMITTEE.

SUGGESTIONS MADE.

I second meeting of the 1YA
Musical and Dramatic Committee
was leld aft the Auckland studio of
the Radio Broadeasting Company on
Triday, the 1st of June, 1928, at 8 pam.
The meeting was presided over by Mr.
Karl Atkingon and was well attended.
A letter was read from the General
Mangger of the Broadeasting Company,
outlining the Clompany’s views on the
proposed competitions and mystery
night,

Considerable discussion ensued on
the question of running a conqpetxtnon,
and it was decided to limit this in the
first instance to vocalists only, an eli-
minating test to be conducted at the
studio, and only those selected by the
judge to be broadeast. A sub-commit-
tee consisting of Dr. Kenneth Plelhps
and Mr, Karl Atkinson was appointed
to arrange details. .

The committee’s suggestion that a
half-hour’s gramophone review be held
once & fortnight had been adopted l_},v
the Company, and these recitals will
be infroduced in the mear future.

Turther distussion enswed on  the
guestion of the Mystery Night which
was originally proposed at the last
meeting, and it was decided to recom-
mend to the Company to rox two even-
ings of this mature, the fivst evening
the jtem to be announced and the
listeners to guess the name of the
arfist rendering the item, and the
second evening the artist’s nime to be
announced and the lsfeners to guess
the name of the ifem rendered.

A series of programune suggestions
brought forward by Dr, XK. Phillips
were (iscussed in detail, and it was de-
cided to recommend to the (‘ompany
that one programme per month be coL-
piled on a definite scheme of musieal
composition. Thix was followed by
the adoption of a motion by Dy, I
Phillips that & classieal night should
Le devoted to the broadeast of Bnglish
composers in chronological order.

It was further proposed and carried,
that the Cowpany should be asked to
include on one Sunday per month, an
especially selected programme of elec-
trieal recordings of the world's great-
est artlsts, the programme to follow
the usual ehurch service, and the pro-
gramme to-be selected suifable to Sun-
day eveuing,

The Company's Director of Music,
My, .W.. J.. Bellingham, atiended .the
meeting and outlined the  Company’s
viewpoints on various matters, and it
was deecided to meef again on Friday,
the 6tk of July, at 8 p.m.

Friday, June 8, 1928,

Notes from
Auckland -
(By Listener.) '

ILLUSTRATIONS and particularg of

Wellington's  “radio ecar” have
aroused mmuch loeal interest, and . .all
who suffer in Auckland and suburbs
@rom the varied types of preventible
interference with reception are anxious
fo hear of the results of an excellent

parinient. A gimilar travelling equip-
ment could render useful service lere,
Dut if must be admitted that the inter-
ference question is far less acute than

the local station closed down. One
hears an occasional howler nowadays,
but the pandemonium of the past is
gone, and gone for ever, one hopes.
$Still, there is much “man-made static™”
which might be obviated. The war-
ships in port ave very considerate dun-
ing broadeasting lhours, but occasion-
ally the éxigencies of the serviee de-
mand that they should inferrupt.
Vacuum eleaners and violet ray ap-
parafus are frequently operated at
night in some distriets, and leaks on
power lHnes cause f isturbance af
times, This is immediately remedied
if reported, for the power board offi-
eialy, most of them keen listeners them-
welves, are ever ready to aftend to
complaints of interference with recep-
tion.

(‘OR the first thne in Auckland, if

not in New Zealand, the aid of
broadeasting has been sought, and has
been iustantly given, in the tracking
down of two escaped prizopers from
Mi. Eden gaol. On Tuesday evening
last deseriptions of the two escapees
were sent out from 1IYA, and though
no connection with this announcement
is traceable, one of the two was cap-
tured next day. The utilisation of the
station showrs yet another avenue in
which our radio service can serve the
communify, and the fact that the wlhole
countryside can almost immediately be
supplied with the deseription of a
eriminal should in itself be a deterrent
of any future attempts at escape.

THE Auckland Listeners’ League is

to hold its annutal meeting on the
25th instant, Yormed just over a year
ago, to replace the moribund Amateur
Radio Society, the league quickly se-
cured a membership of over a thou-
sand, due largely to the fact that ity
membership fee was only 2 modest
shilling. Unlike other societies, it does
not hold regular monthly meetings for

nical lectures which atfraet enthusiasts
in other cenires. At the forthecoming

questions as the Dominion Radio Ad-

large.

BACK. again at the 1YA microphone

is Mr. Culford Bell, whose clarity
in announcing is commented upon by
the farthest DX listeners who pick up
the Auckland broadeasts,

cert by the Municipal Band and
assisting artists provided a most enjoy-
able programme. Band music is ag
popular in Auckland as are the render-
ings of the orchestra in Wellington,
and though the acoustic properties of
our Town Hall are not all that they
might be, the relay was perfect, Ii
i3 noticeable that vocalists sound even
better when relayed from the hall than
when heard from the studio. Quife a
number of listeners comment upon this
fact, which is technically unaccounif-
able, for the acoustics at the cosy con-
cert chamber at 1YA are all that could
be desired, and as far as broadcasting
itself is concerned, singers would much
prefer to face the microphone there
than to appear in the Town MHall be-
fore one that collects all the ineidental
noises among a big audience,

HE Lyric Four is recognised by all
competent judges as the finest
vocal quarvtet in the Dominion, and
it is more than that. It is a whole
entertainment in itself, for each mem-
ber is a talenfted countributor to its
programmes, and humour is never
wanting when Mr. Alan McElwain is
about. Censequently fhe Saturday
night hour of this quartet at 1YA is
always one of our best features of the
week., ILast Saturday wag no excep-
tion, though the Lyrics had a leavy
evening, An hour before the. microe
phone, an appearance at a loeal the«
Afre, and then a performance hefore
His Excellency, who was the guest of
the Savage (lub, is a big bill to fill
in onz night, ‘

THERE i3 very general commenda-

tion mmong those who have secured
copies of the “Record’s” publication,
the “New Feanland Radio Listenérs’
Handbook.” The wide range of useful
information supplied, and the excellent
tables of broadeasting stations with
their wave lengths and hours of trans-
mission are just what the average
listener requires. The book should he
assured of a ready sale among Aucks
land fans. :

.
——

LAN enterprising New York newspap-

er, “The Tvening Telegram,” lag
announced that ity radio department ig
investigating the possibilities of trans-
mission on a wave-length of only three-
quarters of o metre, ‘
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step on the part of the P, and I, De--

it wasg twelve months ago, when the
‘night was made hideous as soon as

its members, nor does it arrange tech- .

annual meeting it is expected that such

visory Board and the allegedly high
prices of radio apparatus will loom

T,AST Wednesday’s Town Hall con-.
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