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TorFreningof(Till in day and Iate._
Address 2YA/0, Iadio Rccord,P.O Box1032,Wellington,Iwould like tohear
playedby2XA4Orchestra:

Signed

NOTEXRaquestcoupons shouldreach US threeclcatrdaysbeforedlateof
request, togivetime,ifnccessary,forprowisionofmusic in orchestral
score. Only itemswhich areprcpared for orchestralworkshould be
nominated. Seleetion is made in accordancewithmajority wishes,butcareful recordwillbekeptofallnominations,and theeffvrtmadetocomply soonCror later inthecomjilationof programmes:

9'Repeat Coupon
Address : 2EA/O,RadioRecord,Po. Box1032,Wellington,
1 desire tonominatc thefollowing itemsfor "repeats"nertweck6
Mouday (Classic)
Tuesday (Operatic)
Triday (Topular)
Saturday (Vaudeville)

Signed

Fotesmayberccordedfor0ne O1'foral1ofthenightsmentioned.This
selection is mnade atxid-dayfor theeveningaflected, Votingpapers re-
ceivable tillnoon. DistantlistenersmaYsendforward theirMonday'&a(
Tuesday'gFotes ifdcsircd, in order to he in time,andfollow laterwith
Friday'8 audSaturday"Swishes; 'The coupon is inserted forconvenience;andmajybesupplemented inwriting;

Enthusiastic Praise for 2YA Orchestra
General Appreciation of Players and Selections

PPRECIATIVE comment has been evoked on all sides by the first week’s performances of the 2YA orchestra, andit is already plain that the engagement of such a talented group of performers will be not only an outstanding event
in broadcasting but an event of first-class importance in influencing musical taste throughout the country. It is a
definite policy that the orchestra shall cater for the popular taste, and the steps being taken through our columns to
secure public judgment will afford a very reliable index to that taste, provided adequate use is made of the opportunity,
as we believe will be the case. The initial concert from 2YA was re-broadcast by 3YA very successfully. This is likely
to ke done frequently so that 2YA’s orchestra will mean almost as much to the other centres as to Wellington itself.

HE 2YA orchestra sprang
into popular favour with
its initial concert of
Tuesday, May 1. Opin-
ions heard on all sides

indicate that expectations were ex-
ceeded by the very finished per-
formances given by all performersof the popularly selected music cal-
culated to make an appeal to every
possible taste. The evening’s per-
formance served to demonstrate con-
clusively that with an orchestra of
this calibre the whole gamut of or-
chestral composition was available,
thus assuring a variety not other-
wise possible.
The initial number of the orches-
tra was "Poet and Peasant.’? This
is always a popular number and was
undoubtedly brilliantly played. The
mastery of instruments and precis-
ion of attack on the part of the or-
chestra left nothing to be desired.
Mr. Geo. Ellwood’s solo was the
outstanding feature of this particular
number.
The spirit of "The Answer" was
sympathetically given. As music-
lovers know "The Request" and "The
Answer" interpret the query and
answer of a blind organist as to the
reason for his affliction. In "The
Answer" there is conveyed a heaven-
ly inspiration which soothes the
wounded spirit and converts despair-
ing ravings into content and happi-
ness. The sympathy so necessary to
this work was ably attained. In
‘Romanza Andaluza’ opportunity
was afforded Miss Ava Symons to
display her brilliance and artistry.
The final number of this bracket was
the ever popular Toreador song play-
ed as a trombone solo by Mr. S. J.
Forrest.
A musicianly interpretation of
"Peer Gynt" proved very satisfying
to classically-minded listeners. In
the setting of "At Evening’? Mr. H.
Berry distinguished himself by the
fine tone of his cornet solo and "La
Paloma," which followed, delighted
many. It may prove to be the popu-
lar choice for the repeat number.
Devotees of the fox trot were de-
lighted by the versatility displayed
by the orchestra in turning to fox
trot numbers and waltzes. The
final number, "Slavonic Rhapsody,"
was characterised by the brilliant
work of Mr. A. H. F. Wright with
the clarionet. In this he displayed
brilliant technique and finished tone.
And so ended the opening concert
with the reputation of the combina-
tion definitely made.
CHRISTCHURCH crystal set users
have heard the new orchestra.
To say that it has been enjoyedis to

express the sentiments of listeners
very mildly. By the process of re-
broadcasting through 3YA, the or-
chestra means almost as much to the
crystal set users of Christchurch as
to the crystal set users of Wellington.
Though Tuesday is 3YA’s silent day,
the station went on the air and re-
broadeast the Wellington concert
for the special benefit of Christs-
church crystal set users, an action on
the part of the Broadcasting Com-
pany which was widely appreciated.
Many congratulatory messages
have been received. One correspon-
dent who is well-known to the cor-
respondence branch at the head-
quarters of the Broadcasting Com-
pany for his candour in criticising or
praising the Company as he thinks
the occasion warrants, sums up the
advent of the orchestra in these
words:
Wonderful orchestra at 2YA.
Expected something "extra
special," and it was a triumph
to all concerritd. The R.B.C.
forges ahead steadily. Con-
grat’s.
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MUSIC LOVERS' APPRECIA
TION

HE formation of the 2YA studio
orchestra marks a distinct step
forward in broadcasting in New
Zealand. The Broadcasting Com-
pany has done the thing very hand-
somely, and the combination of ten
such talented performers comes as a
welcome surprise. Listeners to Wel-
lington’s giant station are now able
to hear what, to music-lovers, is one
of the most enjoyable forms of en-
tertainment. The scope of the or-
chestra is almost unlimited, embrac-
ing, as it does, opera, cantata, sonata,
symphony, overture (ancient and
modern), suite, fantasia, rhapsody,
symphonic poem, march, all forms of
dance music, song-setting, etc.
The 2YA

_
studio orchestra has

immediately scored a decided "hit,"
and has already proved itself perfect|
in combination and _ balance, and
completely artistic in interpretation,
in each form of musical expression
so far put on the air. Each player,
however, is recognised as a "top-
notcher" in Wellington musical
circles, and all that was required for
complete success was combination
which, as experienced musicians, was
easily acquired in a few preliminary
practices together before their in-
augural broadcast. Tribute may
well be paid to Mr. Bellingham, not
only for the wisdom which guided his
selection of the members of the or-
chestra, but also for the diversity of
the class of music already performed,
for it must be remembered that the
thousands of listeners to 2YA, Wel-
lington, are widely varied in their
tastes. Concessions have been dis-
creetly made to each section so that
each evening there will be orchestral
numbers that will please everyone
in turn. This is a requisite in
broadcasting.
Of the lighter music there is an
infinite variety to choose from, and
new compositions are coming out
all the time. Among the heavier
compositions which are calculated to
please not only the "high brows" but
also a large section of listeners who
lay claim to no special musical cul-
ture, are the "overtures" and other
works of the great masters,
Here are a few items I would sug-
gest as suitable for a wide circle of
listeners: Overtures to ‘‘Rienzi,"
"The Flying Dutchman," and ‘‘Die
Walkure" (Wagner). Prelude to
"Lohengrin" (Wagner). ‘Midnight
at Sedan" orchestral fantasia (Zoll-
ner). ‘Invitation to the Dance"
(Weber). Overture "Di Ballo" (Sul-
livan), overture fantasia "Romeo
and Juliet" (Tschaikowsky). Sym-
phonic poem "The Wood Dove’
(Dvorak), Rhapsody "Espana"
(Chabrier), Tone poem "Taormina" |

(Boehe). Little suite ‘‘Children’s
Games" (Bizet). Prelude to "The
Ruby" (d’Albert). Fantasia "The

|
Mystic Trumpeter" (Converse).
‘Suite ‘Impressions of Italy" (Char-
pentier). Ballet music from ‘Fera-
mors" (Rubinstein). Suite "Sche-
herezade"’ (Rimsky-Korsakov).
One of the most effective works of
the above rough list is the prelude
to "Die Walkure," although some-
what brief. It is descriptive of the
rising and subsidence of a furious
storm. It is mainly constructed on a
simple subject, repeated and varied,
and leads to the scene where Sieg-
mund suddenly appears in Hunding’s
hut. I would like first to hear this
item tried out on the great listening
public, but I have no misgivings as
to how it would be received.

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION

A.C.M., Wellington: "The pro-
gramme was a pleasure to listen to
after what we have had to listen to.
It is the best programme we have
had since the Maori entertainment,
broadcast by the Wanganui Maoris,
which was the best programme ever
broadcast in New Zealand. The
items rendered by the orchestra were
beautifully played, especially "That
Saxophone Waltz," and "The Doll
Dance." I must praise the orchestra
highly for their fine efforts and also
give great credit to the conductor.
Hoping we shall have the pleasure
of hearing plenty. more of such
music."
S.M.K., Wellington: "I would like
to congratulate you on obtaining
such a first-class orchestra as you
have. I have just been listening-in
this evening, the initial appearance
of the orchestra, and I must say that
their items were a real treat and
very much appreciated indeed. Good
luck and best wishes, 2YA."
W.E.B., Featherston: "I must con-
gratulate you and the members. of
your orchestra on the very fine con-
cert you have given listeners-in -to-
night. It was undoubtedly one of the
best I have heard in New Zealand--
and will no doubt do a lot of good for
wireless in New Zealand."
J.B.D., Ohau: "Speaking of the or-]
chestra I may state that we here
are thrilled with it, and I honestly
consider it the best combination I’ve
ever listened to, and I only hopeit will have a long life in 2YA’s
studio.’’

PRESS COMMENT
"THE reception given by Wellington
listeners to the new orchestra

arranged for 2YA has been most
satisfactory and pleasing. Writing
in "The Dominion," ‘Aerial’ says:
"The orchestra comprises an array
of talent it would be difficult to
equal in any other portion of New
Zealand. Each of the performers has
a well-established reputation in musi-
cal circles, and Mf. Bellingham is to
be complimented on his choice in
selecting the orchestra. If there
has been one weakness in the pro-
grammes of 2YA it has been the
absence of an orchestra, and this
circumstance has been frequently re-ferred to in these columns. One
must confess, however, that although
there was every reason to believe
that an orchestra would eventually
be engaged for 2YA, it was not

anticipated that the performers
would comprise such distinguished
members of the musical profession.
Musical people are, of course, aware
that an orchestra is more capable,
as a combination of players, of in-
terpreting most massed instrumental
musie than a band. The 2YA orches-
tra is well balanced, the instruments
being selected upon the most approv-
ed basis."
Describing the initial performance,
"The Dominion" said: "The items|
given ranged from classical compo-
sitions to dance music, and listen-.
ers report excellent reception, and
the tone melodious. Mr. Belling-
ham was the recipient of many con-
gratulations on the excellence of the
orchestra."

RADIO LICENSES IN
BRITAIN

2,583,726 ON JANUARY 1.
The latest figures to hand show that
the total number of Jistening-in 1i-
censes in Britain on January 1 last
was 2,533,726, plus roughly 11,000 free
licenses given to blind and other lis-
teners. The license fee in Britain is
10s. per annum,

MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC
CONFERENCE AT 2YA

MEETING OF PROVISIONAL
COMMITTEE

Yollowiuy the recent conference of
representatives of the musical and dra-
matic organisations at Wellington, the
meeting of the Provisional Committee
was held on Wednesday afternoon at
QVA Studio, ‘There was a large and
representative attendance. Mr. Ii. Pal-
liser yas voted to the chair, and aftet
the minutes of the previous conference
were read and confirmed, and the pur-
pose of the proposed conimittee further
explained by representatives of the
company, Mr. A. Stanley Warwick move
ed and Mr. Harison Cook seconded:
That this provisional committee
approve the Radio Broadcasting
Company's proposal for the formas
tion of a 2YA musical and dramatic
committee for the purpose of —

stimulating interest in musical and
dramatic arts, and that those pres.
sent agree to constitute themselves—such a committee, subject to the
ratification of the respective socies
ties.
This was carried unanimously, The conte
stitution and rules to govern the activi«
ties of the committee were considered,
and, with minor amendments, adopted.

Selecting Items for 2YA's Orchestra
HEAVY RESPONSE BY THE PUBLIC

HEAVY response has been made by the public to the opportunity
given of expressing their wishes, through our yoting coupons, andit is plain that this method makes a popular appeal. Iixperience

throughout the first week shows the need of some adjustments to facilitate
ease in working. We are therefore dividing the coupon into two-one
for request items and the other for "repeats." In the case of requests,it is deemed advisable to make selection at least three clear days ahead
to permit of the operatic score being procured, should the number chosen
be a little out of the ordinary. Yor convenience in administration the
Broadcasting Company is co-ordinating a full musical library in Christ-
ehurch, upon which 2YA will need to draw undoubtedly from time to time.
Those making "requests" will therefore please note this time requirement,
and also that their nominations are not ignored because they may not be
complied with at first. Great value is attached to the requests coming
forward, and all will be recorded and used as a basis in the compilation
of the ordinary programme of the orchestra, apart from the request num-
ber itself. In this way the assurance may almost be given that any item
desired will be played sooner or later.
In the case of "repeats," the coupon is designed to permit voting on
all four evenings. Selection in this case is made at noon of the day con-
cerned, and votes are receivable up till then. Distant listeners may send
their yotes forward for the early part of the week in order to have a
share in the voting, and follow later with their wishes for the latter part
of the week. Ordinary correspondence may be sent apart from the
coupon, which is merely offered for convenience, To distinguish voting
correspondence readily from our ordinary business mail would listeners
please use the symbols, 2YA/0 Radio Record, P.O. Box 1032, Wellington.


