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Kor it is obvious that pufely in re-
“turn for such a. sum—a sum  whick
won!d not take you to the theatre or

the kinema ' contianously for one week, -

even iu the cheapest sears—ihe teturn
is so great that the public catnot fair-
1y demand' any yparticular change for
the Lletter. . Programmes agre’ rather
in the nature of mixed grills, some-
times even of the curate’s egg. But
for ten shillingg a year and no trouble
they ave amazingly, incredibly good
value, - There 1s nothing like them
for wvalue in the world,

HOW TO GUIDE THE POWER,
BUT that is not the point. I think
+5 we lhave got beyond the stage
at which we pard our ten shillings to
the B.B.C. as we might to any toy-
shop. I think thef nine-tenths of
us who listen realise that we have
got hold of something bigger than
2 mugic-hall turn, or even a greyhound
race. .

We have got hold of a greak power,
with infinite possibilities., = And it is
we who controt -it. The B.R.C, is
only” the medinum which directs that
coutrol, supplying what we demand
to. the Dest of its ability. It mnst
supply that demand, because we sop-
ply the mouneyr that its organisation
demands. }

But in its turn the B.B.C. is en-
titled to make certain deinands on

the public—on all of us. It is entitled !

to demand that this coutrol of ours

ut” and
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should e an intelligent coutrol. ‘Lhat
. we should kunow what we want before

it! ‘hat we should see thai our
receiving apparatus 1s_workmg . pro-
perly hefore we abuse ity transmitting
machinery, . That our criticism should
be helpful and mot just eaptions or
would-De humorous. :
 Hven if most people wegard broad-
casting as 1o more than an amusement
they should be readv to devote as
muclt serious- attention to it .as they
do to theit other amusements, {For
‘the . moment I will leave a'_side the
question of the value of radio as 8
means of education, of S.0.8., of in-
formation, and so fortl,) i

Now, if people wish to hear music;
to go to a theatre, a music-hall, or a
kinema, they take a certain amount
of trouble as a matter of course. They
find out what is on there. They
go to. the particular building where
what they want to see or hear is be-
ing performed. They arrive more or
less at the beginning, and leave at
the end. They do not go to the
‘Colisenm, and grumble at the absence
of Shakespeare from the programume,
ar expect to hear a jazz band in the
middle of a classical concert.  They
eriticise what they have gone to see
or hear on its own merits, not for
being or not being something quite
different.

Rut broadeasling, by eliminating the
trouble necessary in the case of get-

we grumble hecause we. do not get’

1ting to and from theatres and coucert

L halls, has led listeners into (hie labit
L of taking mo trouble at all. Iow many
neighbours. and friends den’t we all
know whose only method of listening-
i to switclr on vagurely at any time
when nothing else happens fo be oc-
cupying their attention! Is it un-
reasonable that in such cases the odds
are heavily in favour of their finding
themselves hearing something iwhich
interests them mnot at all? And then
the B.B.C. gets letters complaining
that its programmes do net conptain
.what listeners really want to hear,

HOW TO LISTEN PROPERLY.

‘@*E have all to remember iliat the
B.B.C. is in the position of hav-
ing to be a universal provider on &
huge scale, It must satisfy in the
course of its programmes the tastes
of every one of us.  Aud we all like
very different things. I may hate
Defmssy. You may loathe jazz. My
aunt may bave a passien for house-
hold talks, and my cousins adore sac-
red music.  And so adinfinitum. Sure-
ly it is up to all of use to watch for
the items we like, and equally to
avoid the ones we liate? Can we be
snrprised, let alone aggrieved, if we
casually switclh on, only to be borea
or aclively irritated, and te switch off
again ?
If a listener whe enjoys Wagner
takes the trouble to hear a radio Wag-

ner coucert, having first taken the

 frouble to see that his set s im pet-

fect condition for receéption, and will
then write to the B.B.C, and eriticise
that coticert ou. its metits, he will
have -put as well as taken. - His oriti-
cigm will be positively helpful, ot
negatively catping. . He will Dave
dotie his share towards heélping radio
to fulfil its best functioms, and to do
its best for him. )

And similarly in tk~ gase of all
different: tastes, . But to sit through
any mixed programes, starting at
any time, ending when you feel in-
clined, doing other things meanwhile,
and witl your set ouly casnally tuned
i, and then fo criticise from the point
of view of your own taste, forgeiting
all the others listeners-in in the Bri-
tisli Tsles, is unfair.  For you have
ot your money's worll.  You can’t
wip  that. If, having paid your
money, you don't take your choice, you
cannot klame tlie B.B.C. You might
as well giter any theatre without look-
ing beforchand "at what that theatre
is presenting and then complain to
the management that you haven't got
what you espected,

WATCH FOR YOUR ITEMS,

BROADCASTING must cater for us

all,  Iachh of us can ouly hope
4o obtain his own1 pet result incidental-
iy. And eacli of us must watch for
and seize those incidents when ana
as they ocenr, as they will, in the
ceycle of programmces, It is some-

thing like a mobile encyclopaedia, aud
you must find  page and paragraph
from the index—the programmes-—to’
get the information, the amusement,:
the munsic, whatever it is you persofi~’
ally want. S .

Pinally, we must all use ouy imagins -
ations. Y have often boggled at the -
genius of the man who invented, and
the mien who have since kept up to
date, Bradshaw’s Railway Guide,” My
imagination can only get a3 .far e
heitng hopelessly staggered. = Similars
Iy, 1f we all imagine what it must
mean to have to .keep the . British
‘Isles supplied with radio programmes -
for a ‘year; programfes that shall in.
volve almost every taste, art, amusea
ment, thought, tlat shall hurt the
susceptibilities of mone, that shall not
be unreasonably mounotonous, sensa-
tignal, hidebound, and that must be
kept rigorously uncontroversial s
tone without beingz just shatteringly
dall—I do not think there are many
of ns who would Le prepared to ac-
cept the job.

I most confidently believe that it
is largely by criticisin that tadio lives,
and will grow to its maturity, But
if that growth is to be wpwards, and
the maturity a new aund worthy art.
craft, as it can and shounld he, the
criticism must he informed and help-
ful, and it must come from listeners
who listetr, not from those who merely
lend a casual eat,

TRANSATLANTIC TALK

NEW YOREK AND AMSTERDAM,

Radio telephone service between New
York, the ““Nieum Amsterdam’’ of Peter
Minnit and the Dutch patroons, and old
Amsterdam was opened last month, with
Williamt Westerman, president of the
American Chamber of Commerce in Am-
gterdam, putling through the call. He
spoke with Witlis E. Booth, president of
the New York Netherlands Chamher of
Commerce, and vice-president of the
Cuaranty Trust Company. Mr. Booth,
pickirg up the receiver at 32 Broadway,
erchanged withh Mr. Westerman the
formal hopes for the prosperity of the
new service and for goodwill hetween
Amcorica and Hollanl.

Wwen the frst greetings were over,
78 dollars 50 cents (£15) for the first
tliree minates, Mr, Westerman’s son
stepped to the mouthpiece.

“Vader, Itoc mankt U let?
gaat liet met moeder en Cor?”?

e was, he explained later, askiug
after the health of his father and moth-
er and corrie, his wife, He said le
just happened to be passing {hrough
New Vork on his way to Curacao, Dutch
West Tndies ,and that lLie had not-ex-
peeted to talk with his fatber for many
weeks. :

A little later, the rate after the first
{hree minutes had continued at 26 dol-
lars 95 cerits. (£5 5s.), for each minute,
amd the toll was mounting perceptibly
upward, (>, H. Ravelfi, a member of the
hoard of directors of the Netherlands
Chamber of Commerce, got his wife,
Mrs. Alida Ravelli, on the telephone,
He asked for the children.

“Vistekende gerzonherd,” came the
volee from 8200 miles over the ocean,
Whicli, said Mr. Ravelli, meant that
his family was i “the pink of condi-
tion.”

And so it went. One cosmopolitan
conversationt was to this effect (W. P.
Montyn, Duteh Consal General in New

Fn hoe

York, was speaking to C. I. Hoover, |

American Consul General in Amnster-
dann: “[Tow have wyou Dbeen since I
saw von in Batavia 2"

“0Ofy, fine," the reply came clearly,
“7 wanted to see you in New York,
but I barely had {ime to catel my
boat.”

O ™Well, Tl see soun unest swminer in

Amsterdam.”

The telenhionic conncclion
new amd old Amsterdam wag made via
London, Ten days previously telephoue
service was onened Detween New York
ol Belgian cities via the same route,

USEFUL HINTS

L. For radio work use solder that is
eored with resin,  The vesin formg an
excellent flux for both copper and tin,
and dries bard, leaving a dry
wihich will not collect dust,

solder to an extent that it will amalga-
mate with the surfaces of the wires
to e soldered,

2. A fixed condeuser across the head- |
pligne terminals may often improve the

quality of  signals,

£

3. A fixed condenser used in series
witli the aerial will, in most cases, im-
prove selectivity.

4. Control of regencration in a valve
defector circuit can be made much
smovther by use of a lower plate volt-
age and a higher number of reaction
coil turus,

. When B batteries begin to drop
in vollage and crackling noises are evi-
dent, the cells may he used for louger
periods by paralleling 2 large capacity

fixed condenser of about 4 fds, cap-|]

acity with then:.
6. Remember to use an

o the zabinet, as many varhishies con-
tain substances which wil: cause leak-
ages,  Shetlae varnishh can be used
to Dest advantage,

between

joint |
] . See that
ihe iron is sufficiently hot to melt the!

insulating
vartiish onn the wooden hasehoard or

e
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A WIRELESS YACHT

The motor yvacht Crusader, owned by
Mr. A, K. Macomber, of California, is,
from the wircless point of view, one of
the most elaborately {itted private
syachts  afloat,  Wireless  programmes
cann be picked up by this yacht over
long distances, and it is probuble that
in these days of extensive wireless
broadcasting there are few parts of the
world where the Crusader will ever Le
withioug wireless entertainment. Nearly
every roomi lias its wireless lowdspeak-
er; and not coutent with receiviug wire«
less from outside sources, Mr, Mavom-
ber has arranged to trausmit his own
wircless programmes from the yacht fw
liis camip whenever he may be ashore.
For instance, he is shortly fo take part
in a big geme hunting expedition on
the Tast Coast of Africa, and while on
shore tle hunting party will carry a
number of portable receivers, which
will enable thems to pick up teleplione
cottversatiott or music transmitled by
the wireless teleplione transwmitter ine
stalled on the yacht, which will Le an-
chored off the coast,

Elaborate Equipurent,

Amusement is not the onjy use which
Mr. Macomber makes of wireless. His
vaclt {5 also equipped with a complete
and up-to-date wireless instailation for
the transmission and recéption of com-
mercial messages, news and weather re.
ports, so that he may keep in cluse
touch with the outer world. A 13 kaw.
Marconi valve continwrous wave trans-
mitter and 1} k w. guenched AMarconi
spark gap tramsmitter enables the ship
lo keep in communication with com-
mercial wireless stations over long dis-
tances, while the ship’s swireless re-
ceivers are capable of receiving  mes-
sages from all classes of wirelesa sta-
tions, The vacht is alzo fitted with
Marconi § k.ow. telephone set, which
is very casily operated and suppies the
parly witht private lelephone service he-
tween its headguarters on the yacht and
any camps which may be ostablished
during the expedition,

PROTECT YOUR VALVES

Ilome-builders, experimenters, aud
others can prevent their valves from
being burnt out by accidental contact
of the B battery cireuit with the fila-
went cirenit of their valves by meaus
of a simple device. The device cou-
sists of an ordimary 4d0-watt electric
lght placed in series with the uega-
tive B battery, The flament of the
lamp, wlien cold, offers but litile re-
sistance.  When an  excessive  cats
rent drain {s placed on the cirenit the
filament heats up and therchy  in-
creases the registance of the Inp a
great number of times.

When the set is operating properly
the lamp does mot burn.  Whenever a
short is placed on the B batlery the
lamp lights up, thereby warning you
that a short circuit has ccenrred, and
at the same time the amount of cwur~
tent in the circuit s limited, aud
yvour valves are protected. In actual
operation the lamp may be short-cic.
caited if you desire, but it should al-
ways be used in trying out a new cir-
cuit, or iu making changes mn you-
present civenit

4QG’S DISTORTION

Not only in New Zealand, Lut aln
i Australia, complaints ot 4QG's dis-
tortion dre rife.

The editor of the Svdney “Wireless
Weekle?? says: *“I'lie distortion noticed
on 400, Brishane, Las been very mucl
i evidence latels, gnd reports are to
Dand front all quaridrs on this, This
is nndoubtedly due to some form of
atmosplieric  disturbance, as I have
nated myself that the madualation from
4G clears up for short peviods. A
change of weather conditions will proh-
ably, overcome this effect,” A Wel-
lington Droadeast technician has quite
q different theory as to the cause of
10G*s horrid distortion, whiclh Lie at-
tributes to certuin engineering reasons

at the station.



