
Readers Views in Our Mail Bag
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS,

Whistle’ (Lower Shotover) -Solder
a .005 fixed micadon condenser across
the two wires near the set. This
should stop the whistling. Communi-
cate with Mack’s Radio Company, Kent
Terrace, Wellington. |

G. Goodwin (Seatoun) -No record of
your earlier letter Please repeat.
Norwegian Vessel Heard.

Miss P. K. Blick (Stratford): I was
reading in the "Record" that S. A.
Ellis, of Taranaki, picked up the ship
station C. A. Larsen on Wellington’s
wavelength, and I thought 1 wouldlike to let you know T picked it up
on both nights. I have a six-valve
neutrodrne set. and the volume and
speech were coming through well, but
of course the speech was unintelligible,
being Norwegian } would also like
to sav we are all pleased with 2YA’s
programmes, and they are generally
very clear
Programmes Appreciated.

J. H. North: Now that the radio
license year is drawing to a close, and
renewal of all licenses is necessary,I thought I would write and let you
know how very much I have enjoved
and appreciated the efforts put forth
by the Broadcasting Company of NewZealand I wish to express mv sin-
cere thanks for the helpful services
being rendered by the Rey. Lionel
Fletcher at 1YA. May his health
permit him to long render such service
Re the musical librarv. I see the com-
pany has made arrangements to be
kept supplied with all the latest musicto help its artists-a splendid idea!
Would like to sav that the Svmonds-
Ellwood Quartet are a splendid com-
bination; also the Bosworth-Hemus-
Towsev Trio are O.K Of course,
with over 40,000 listeners-in it is
practically an impossibility to please
evervbodv, but T would like to see a
little more varietv amongst the pro:
gramme items Clarinet, finte. corne!
and Ytalian mandolin items are great
favourites Would like to thank the

,

atinouncers for the clearness of speech
"over the air," and for their courtesy
and promptness in putting urgent mes-
sages "over the air,’ for which we
ate all verv thankful The ‘Radio
Record" has been a pleasure to look
forward to, and mav its progress he
even more so this coming year. If
has heen a great stimulus to increase
of licenses, and I would suggest the
waste-paper basket for those who are
forever howling and growling and whe
are never satisfied. With mv _ best
wishes and respects to paper, com-
pany and artists, [ am a humble but
appreciative listener-in
The Auckland Meeting.

G. McB Salt (Auckland).-In_ your
issue of March 30 there are published
some remarks made by me at a recent
meeting of Auckland listeners, together
with an editorial comment which is
quite inaccurate and misleading.In the first place, you sav that 1 read
a brief acknowledgment from the Broad.
casting Company to resolutions for
warded by the league in connection
with the children’s hour, but I did not
explain "that, following on that brie!
acknowledgment, Mrs Hall, organise:
of the children’s sessions, had_ inter
viewed" Mr. A. Hintz and myself. The
letter I read from Mr Harris was im
reply to a letter of mine dated Novem
ber 28, 1927 As we had interviewed
Mrs. Hall early in October, it should
be easy to understand why I did not
make the explanation vou apparenitls
expected. Had vou been conversant
with the facts, von would have known
that carly in October three representa
tives of the Auckland Listeners’ League
interviewed Messrs Harris, Goodfellow
and Kent in connection with a scheme
of co-operation. At this meeting 1t
was the leagne’s representatives whe
requested an interview with Mrs. Hall.who was then in Auckland
Secondly, vou assert that i acceptes|
a position as ‘uncle’ at LYA and thatI then withdrew. This fs equally in-
correct. At the interview with Mrs
Hall, Mr. Wintz and mvself were offered
such positions, but neither of us were
willing to accept them. Subsequently.
however, I rang Mr. Stringer and asked
him, as station director, if he thought
that Mrs. Hall was serious in mekine
the offer His reply was in the affirma-
tive. A few days later T again rane
Mr. Stringer to sav that T would be
prepared to discuss the matter with
Miss Palmer.
put that { should only accept fhe —

position sf I had sole control of the
matter being broadcast during the
particular hotir.
I heard nothing further until an an-
nouncement appeared in the ‘Radio
Record" that I was going to act as
an "unele.’? As vou are apparentls
desirous of leading the public to_be-
lieve that I accepted a position at 1YA
and then withdrew, perhaps vou can
explain how my actions can be construed
into an acceptance of the position as
"uncle "
Finally, wou report me as having said
that "in a small way, they should
be able to provide even better serviceie

and longer hours than 610." ‘This,
for inaccuracy, ranks with the above
two statemeuts.
I trust you will be able to give the
same publicity to this letter as to your
unwarranted comments on my remarks
at the Auckland meeting.
[‘The version we ,.1ve was as we were
informed, We understand now from
Mr. Salt that it was after his inter-
view with Mrs, Hall and the incident
about his acceptance or otherwise of the
position of "uncle" that he wrote the.
company giving views about the proper
control of the children’s honr at 1YA.
In regard to the ‘uncle’ position, the
impression was certainly received (ap-
parently erroneously) that the post had
been accepted by him. It will be ap-
parent to listeners, however, that a
condition about ‘‘alsolute control" on
the part of any one uncle would be
impossible ‘he organising of the hour,
ete., is the function of the children’s
organiser, and the uncles and aunts
talee their place in that scheme. So far
as Mr. Salt’s remarks and comparison
with 8LO are concerned, our report 1S
chased upon our shorthand note of his
words, which we took on account of
the somewhat remarkable comparison
tnade. We have confidence in the ac-
curacy of our note.-Speakers some-
times forget what they say.-Itd.] }

Sporting Broadcasts Appreciated.
Limerick (Wellington): I wish to
‘congratulate the Broadcasting Company
for their excellent relayed descripiion
from 2YA of the Wellington Racing
Club’s meeting at Trentham on March
15 and 17, also the Wellington Trotting
Club’s meeting at Hutt Park. I also
hope that now that the racing and trot-
ting clubs and the Broadcasting Com-
pany haye again come to an under-
standing, we will hear a lot more of
these interesting relays. Noticing 1m
the "Radio Record" that the Canter-
bury Jockey Club have given permission
for their big aster meeitng at Christ-
church to be broadcast, I would ask if
you intend to re-broadcast it from 2YA,
As it was successfully undertaken at the

| National meeting, I hope, and think, a
great number of other sports will, that
station 2¥YA will undertake it this time,
as it is a meeting that would be lis-
tened to all over the Dominion. Wish-
ing the Broadcasting Company the best
of suecess

No Parochialism. |

"Anti-Bosh’? (Ponsonby) writes: It is‘to. be hoped that residents in other
parts of New Zealand will not judge allAucklanders on the published -utter-
ances of some of our local broadcast
listening enthusiasts. The narrow paro-
chialism of seme of our no doubt very.
sincere but misguided radioists must
not be accepted as a common trait of
the good citizens of Auckland. When
a man publicly contends that he could
see no reason why Auckland radio
licensees should contriiute to the sup-
port of the broadcast stations in the
other centres, one can only regard that
person’s outlook as painfully narrow.
Do no Aucklanders have valve sets and
listen to Christchurch? Do they all
replv on crystal sets? A broadcast
scheme, like all public services, must
he considered in the light of a-com-
posite whole. Take a public service like
that of the Union Steam Ship Company
as an instance. I am in a position to
say that certain of their services do
not show a commensurate return for the
capital emploved in them, but the di-
tectors rightly realise that the status
of the company and the position it oc-
cupies in relation to the progress of
New Zealand demands the maintenance
of these services It is the same thing
with certain railwav lines in New Zea-
land, which, if closed down, would mean
a tremendous saving to the Railway De-
partment. Also, there is the case of a
certain short strect I know of which
required a costly retamung wall, which
can never be paid for by rates collect¢d on the properties in that street, al-
though those property owners were im-
mediately benefited by the wall. The
cost of that wall is defraved bv therates paid by property owners in other
parts of the city, who gain no benefit
by the crection of tle wall. T am sorry
to burden this letter with such crudities,
but if they are enlightening to those
few narrow-visioned agitators I feel that
they have achieved a good purpose.
Applying the Principle,

Hard-up’? (Roxburgh).-I read the
report of the Auckland meeting of lis-teners with much interest, «nd was
particularly struck by the remarks of|the "yentleman with the curivsity." 1
thought that was good policy, so 1 setout to apply it. I went down to myold friend Hogan, who keeps the boot
store, and I bought a pair of Doolans"Flow much?" says I. "Thirty-five
bob," savs he. ‘Right,’ says I, and
pays him, "Now," says I, "it is ob-
vious that it’s me and me likes that
keeps vou in the business. Is it not
so? How could ve pay the cent if it
wasn’t for me and me mates?"
"You're right," says he. "Well, then,’’
says I, "how much of my good money
does ye put into the boots that ve
sells me? How much is it the rent
that ye pay? And how much div ve
pay young Murphy here fore spread-
ing out the boots so fine and nice?"
‘And for what,’’? says he, ‘fdoes ve
vant to know all this?"? "It’s me right
as a customer," says I. "It’s me that
owns the business-verself’s adimitted
it. It’s my moncy that keeps ye go-
ing." ‘Ye silly Mick," says he, ‘it’sno such thing. It’s me puts me moneythat I’ve saved so hard into the biz-
ness (barrin’ what I’ve Lorrowed from
the bank); it’s me that takes the: riskin providin’ ye with ects that'll fit
your ugly fate, and me figures is me
own hizness entoirely. It’s boots that
T sell, and not me bizness. It's the
hoots that ye own, and not the rightto run my bizness for me," aud wid
that, believe me, he ups and boots meout, and me trying to assert ine rightsand cnriosityl!

Fading Issue.
M, D. James, Mount Biggs, Feild-
ing, writes: Re station 2YA, Welling-ton. When this station opened the
distortion was very bad, until some
time after the fading test, when
"Megohm" announced that it was our
own fault, through having "oscillatingsets." Two or three weeks ago the"Radio Record’? published another ac-
count, and said it was the ‘‘monitor’s"
fault, and that was why the station
put it over the air hadly Now, inthe last issue ‘"‘Megolim" says that
the receiving sets must he tuned-in
correctly. Now, Sir, to tell vou plain-
Iv, what vou put ont at times from
1¥YA is damned rough, and also that
"Megohm" is shielding the station, and
does not know anvthine abont it. I.
am not growling ahout the programmes,hut I think a little varietv in the in-
strumental trio would be a yrat sue-
céss.
[We think our correspondent is alittle astrav in his comments. Read-
ers who followed ‘‘Megolhm’s" -sum-
mary of the fading analysis will agreethat this analvsis was strictly fair, and
his conclusions .nhiassed and correct
He did not sav that fading was #en-tirely the listener’s own fault. Everv-
one knows that oscillatine sets mav he
a contributing factor to fading, but the
major problem of fading has not as
vet been solved bv anvw scientific in-
vestigator Our correspondent’s ref-
erence to faulty monitoring is also
couched in far different terms to that
reference in MIR T’s article which
dealt with this subiect. In that arti-
cle he pointed ovt that successful moni-
foring was an essential to satisfactory
transmission, hut he did not sav that
fading was due to monitoring at 2Y¥A
\s to the last comment, that the receiv-
ing set must he tuned incorrectly, this
is so obvious a reauirement of satis-
factory reception that we are surpris-
ed at onr corresnondent’s reference and
the conclusions he draws from it
"Megohm" is conspicuously fair and
independent, and listeners will not, in
our opinion, approve such an unde.
served attack.--Ifd.]

Further Receptions.
I, Saunders (Wellington): Since re-
ceiving 55W on one valve, I have hadseveral other stations; some [ ecculd
not verify--too weak. 6AG, Perth,
March 21, transmitting on 24 metres |he was putting over band aid instru-mental items, also songs, cornet solo,
"Sunshine of Your Smile." I held him
from 10.50 p.m. till 11 p.m., when
strong
morse cut him out. On March)

3, OAT, Melbourne, 32 metres, instrn-items, singing, also talk on
topies of Australia. On Sunday, about
3.380 p.m., I got WGY (GHC), Schnec-
tady, NY¥., U.S.A, working on 385meires-a good programme ; Wurlitzerorgan items, also jazz band and songs.
Closed down 4.30, New Zealand time,announcer saying "It is now two min-utes to 12, and station, ete., is now
closing down Il wish you all good-night.’ Monday morning 38L0, Mel-bourne, on 82 metres, came in splen-
didly, ‘putting on some old-timers.
Howling cut them out about 7 a.m.
Wednesday morning, picked up PCJJ,Holland, fair strength, putting over re-cords of the dance yariety, one being
"Muddy Waters"; the National An-
them was sung, with organ accompani-
ment, then short speech, closing down
at 6.50 a.m. On Thursday I got 5SW,
Chelmsford, broadcasting 200, London,
at 6.45 am., and held them til 7.5
a.m. ‘They came throngh good strength,
using one valve amplifier on SW. set.
A man spoke on agriculture and pro-
ducts, then the call sign was given,
followed by an orchestral item, piano
solo, then ‘London is calling,’’ follow-
ed by scientific lecture, photography
being mentioned.
Music in New Zealand.

J. U. H. Tripp (Gten-Cary Station),
liakataramea. In view of the faet that,
a» Comnpared to most other couttries, a
large percentage of the populace of New
Zealand residc¢s and has its bemg in
tural aud back-blocks districts, it is
only wvatural that New Zealand as a-
whole has always been extraordinarily
hackward as regards any so-called
hugh-brow"? music. ‘To give one of
manly proofs of this. I was travelling
to England two years avo with an [fng-
lish musician who had been in New
Zealand tor nearly two years, and had
been organist for one of the Cathedrals
of the Dominion. This musician-an
exponent of Bach, and a lover of mod-ern music--was returning Home solely
Lecause he could not get the apprecia-
tion of good music for which his soul
craved. The few concerts that have
heen given from time to time in the
larger centres by well known artists
have been little technically understood
except by a select few who have pro-
bably gained their knowledge elsewhere.
Of course, there is always a fair num-
Ler in an audience which has not per-
haps had the advantage of a musical
training, hut which has the true inherent
love for all that is best in music, which
helps it to appreciate good music whenit hesars it.
Radio has whetted, the appetite of

|

many who are asking for better and bet-
ter music, and now that the best clas-
sical works of famous masters are being
broadcast every day the former "select
few" are steadily growing, until] ‘the
man in the street"? will soon be able to
discuss the merits and shortcomings of
well known composers- Education is
needed in listening to good music to a
much greater extent than is usually
thought, Many an excellent composi-
tion ig not appreciated by music lovers,
perhaps uutil it bas been heard half-a-
dozcn times or so. ‘This is more par-
ticularly so as regards modern = and
ultra-modern music-as, indeed, the fol-
lowing incident will show: I wrote_to
a prominent pianoforte player of 2YA
requesting that a certain modern com
position should be played. TI gota reply
Raying that the composition was too:
modern yet for New Zealand. Néw

Zealand cannot be expected to run be-
fore she cau walk, and at present she
ig learning at a prodigious rate of all
the past and some of the present-day
classics,
Moder: miusic cannot be understood
so easily, as it is usually more subtle.
‘To the lay mind often a confused jumble
vf discords which when really under-
stood becomes a melody which grows
on one and has a peculiar fascination.
As in everything else, variety ts the
spice of music, Iven the most blatant
foxtrot music lover wonid soon get tired
of dance music if he or she had to
listen to it night after night. It is
only natural and right that dance music
should appeal to a rising generation.
The reason for this is not hard to find,
as datice winsic expresses gaiety and
pleasure to the voting, and is in keep-
ing with nature ‘to thase who have
listened to, and absorbed, more good
musie than the average, an early appre-
ciation of semi-classical music is 9¢-
quired. ‘This forms a good grounding
in that which I will call a "listening
education,’ for semi-classical music is
the stepping-stone to the better classical]
compositions. ‘The "Symons-Iillwood-
Short ‘Trio’? Madame Gower-Burns Op-
eratic Quartet, the Christchurch sroad-
casting ‘I'rio, Madime Trene Ainslic, and
Co., and others, are doing much to fur-
ther the musical education of New
Zealand.
Other lands may be more musically
advanced, but with musicians such as
the ahove to show us the way we shall
soon bid fair to vie with most Coun-
tries in the sincerest appreciation of
musical talent. °

Harnonics-A Query.
S. R. Ellis (Okato) : While I was tun
ing on my short-wave to-night 1 re
ceived 4¥A on 35 metres coming through
at speaker strength, and I was surprised.
Sey I went to my long-wave set (five
valve) and tried to get KON on 230
metres, Lut received 4YA, also 230
metres. There were no gramophone
items at the time, and then I switched
back to their ordinary wave-length, 463
metres, and they were on the same
item. Has any listener had the same
experience with 4YA?
The Selfish Value of a "Boosting"

Policy.
A correspondent, signing himself
"Anckland," forwards the following to
the "Radio Record," with the sugges
tion that it may serve as a‘useful ‘‘let
ter to listeners.’ In a covering let
ter the writer savs he realises that
broadcasting has been held back in
Auckland and throughout New Zealand
by the folly of persistent criticism,
when more could have been achieved
by supporting the Broadcasting Com
pany i
License holders, what does the num
her of licenses mean to you? Give
the question a short deliberation, and
you will come to the conclusion that
an increase in the number of listeners
means a lot to vou. You took out a
license and bought a receiving set for
the sake of listemmng-in to what was
sent out from one or all of the New
Zealand stations. Perhaps you have
had your license for some time. If
so, all the better Just cast your
mind back a year, or six months, even
three. Do vou notice any difference
in the prograniunes, any iniprovement?
You will candidly admit, ‘‘Yes.’’? You
will realise that those artists who have
made the improvement haye to be
paid.
This paying of artists whom you
like--aud whom you don’t like, but
have to put up with, because the other

(
fcllow likes them-has meant a great
tnereace in the cost of running the ser
vice which the company is giving, and4
that cost comes out of the license fees.
The increased cost has only been in-
curred because the increase in the lic-
ense fees enabled it to be done. If
there had not been an increase in the
number of listeners, the stations would
have been still carrving on with much
voluntary talent, but now it is possibleto secure the best talent in New Zea-
dand. You appreciate their singing,
their playing, and their reciting. You
may not like the whole of the pro-
gramines they put on You may be
a "highbrow," or you may be a "‘low-
brow," but whichever you are, the
artists whom vou like have to be paid,
and you will be fair-minded enough
to admit that the other fellow is en-
titled to his share of the prograinniec,
and that his favourite artists have to
be paid, oo.
The expense is not only ‘n regard
to artists. The broadcasting business
is developing to such a degree that ex-
penses are incurred in many necessarydirections. It is a vast and rapidly-
increasing organisation-and it is only
heginning. What it will be, and what
will be its rate of progress, depends
entirely on the amount of support it
receives from the public.
Its future depends to a great extent
on the attitude of listehers. Listen-
ers should consider theraselves to be
mutual shareholders in the company.
Listeners in the past, or some of tl. m,
have not looked npon themselves in the
light of shareholders, but have gone
around and decried the Broadcasting
Company and its programmes. Inthat way they prevented many new lis-
feners from taking out licenses, and
so deprived the company of the fees
which would have enabled the company
to put on better programmes. They
have been like the shareholders in a
company decrying the wares of that
company, thus injuring the business
and preventing it from making good.
They were extraordinarily short-
sighted tactics. Tor the past year
broadcasting in New Zealand has had
to contend with enemies withont and
within, those distinctly hostile to the
company, and those within (the
"shareholders," the listeners), who
thonght that by erying stinking fish
they would force better programmes.
They failed to realise that the policy
of ‘discouraging mew listeners was

the one sure way of delaying the im-
provement of progranimes. May If
suggest the wisdom of a change of pol-
icy on the part of those most concerned?

BRITISH
RADIO GOODS
A bit better quality;4 bit cheaperInshort"ajob"!Iougct them from1
HARTLE & GRAY,
CUSTOMSST,, AUCKIAND.

TRUST "TYRANNY"

U.S.A. SENATE INQUIRY

SERLOUS AI ,.LEGATIONS.

Allegations that a ‘‘radio trust’? was
endeavouring to force independen’
compctiturs out of, business or absorb
them, were made by witnesses for the
Radio Protective Association of Chi-
cago ac a hearing by the United States
Senate Patents Committee at Washing-
ton on February 9, on the Dill Bill for
forfeiture of palit rights m case of
conviction under the anti-trust laws.
he witnesses, led by Ernest -Reich-
man, counsel for: the association, ar-
zued chiefly against the patent group-
ing by the Radio Corporation of Ame-
rica, which they said amounted to a
virtual monopoly, particularly regard-
mg the vacuum tube trade.

‘

Manton Davis, general counsel for
the Radio Corporation of Anierica, out-
lined the position his concern would
take when the heatings are resumed on
February 20.

;

"The criticised ugreements,’? he
said, ‘were created by independeut
groups. There was no possibility of a
radio industry until cross-licensing pa-
tents permitted lawful making of radio
apparatus. Far from these devices re-
straining trade, they took the restraints
off that made it possible."
Tells of De Forest Plight.

Arthur D. Lord, receiver for the De
Forest Radio Company, said law-suits,
directed mainly against this company,
had cost it 342,000. dollars (£68,000) to
protect its rights. He said the patents
of the Radio Corporation were mostly
"on refinements,’ and "are being used
as a bludgeon over the independents."
No fundamental patents are held by
the Radio Corporation, he _ testified,
that have to do with the audion tube,
which, he said, was invented in 1906
by Lee De Forest.
"There is no patent in existence to-
day on the tube itself,’ he said. ‘All
have run out, The great array of re-
finements the Radio Corporation of
America displays are simply refinements
on construction."
Pressure on the De [forest company,
Mr. Lord asserted, forced it to cease
operations. He charged the Radio
Corporation with putting spies in the
De [Torest plant. [lis argument was
directed principally against the patent
license agrcements whereby manufac-
turers licensed to nse Radio Corpota-
tion patents must equip their recciy-
ug scts with tubes distributed by that
concern, He said that 95 per cent. of
the sets sold to-day were so limited.
The De Forest Company's bona-fide
distributors had dwindled from 166 a
year ago to only twelve on February
1 last, and relief had to be sought itt
the Courts, Mr. Lord said. On Tebru«
aty 6, he said, Judge Hugh M. Mor-
ris, in United States District Court at
Wilmington, directed a permanent in-
junction against the enforcement of
"Clause 9" of its patent license agtee-
ments by the Radio Corporation. This
clause related specifically to the equip-
ment of licensed radio sets with par-
ticular kinds of tubes.

+

Company’s Trade Dwindled.

George M. Salkcld, rcpresenting, thie
Televocal Company of New York and
the Independent Vube Company, said
the latter concern had sold its entire
output of tubes ap to the time of the
Chicago Radio Show. It had a plant
operating with 100 employees, he said.
When the Radio Corporation of Amer-
ica entered into iis patent license agrec«
ments with twenty-five independent
manufacturers, who agiced to clause 9,
the business was cut down to a fraction
of its former size, he said.
fdward K. Nockels, secretary of the
Chicago Federation of Labour and gene-
ral manager of station WCIL, Chicago,
told the committce that concentration
of patents ‘defeated the constilutional
purpose of the putent ‘ws.’

—

Bred S. Armpirong, president of the
Mellotron ‘Lube Corporation of Chicago
and treasurer of the Radio Protective
Association, said that euforcement of
the ‘illegal tube clause" had compelled
his company to stop operations. As a
formcr employee of the General Ilec-
tric Company, he said that company
had built up a "paper patent sicmation"’
to use as a club over independent manu.
facturers.
Oswald F, Schuette, of Chicago,
executive seerctary of the Radio Pro-
tective Association, appeared recently
before the Llouse Merchanr Marine Com-
nuttee ou the White Radio Comunission
Bill.
"Congress thinks that it controls the
air and that, through the [ederai Kadio
Commission, it can allocate waye-
lengths and determine who shall use
them," he said. ‘But before the li-
censes of these wavelengths cai oper-
ate on the channeis that you give them,
they must first go to the radio trust for
a license to use them."
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