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CONTROVERSY ON THE AIR
Cable messages recently announced that the British Government
had decided to remove the ban preventing the British Broadcasting
Corporation from broadcasting statements involving matters of poli-
tical, religious or industrial controversy. The significant statement
was added, however, that the Government had asked the Corporation
to exercise discretion in utilising the power experimentally entrusted
to it.
This is a very interesting development and follows quite a con-
troversy which has raged round the question. Fuel was added to
the flames on this issue by several debates which had been arranged
on popular topics having to be abandoned because of the inabi!
one or other of the parties to the debate to observe the regulations im-
posed. As some of the protagonists of freedom from restrictions
have urged, it is impossible to give vitality to any discussion on public
topics without entering on the realm of controversy which is the very
essence of public life.
Some may ask why there ever was any need to impose restric-
tions upon the matter being broadcast. The need is very apparent.
Radio enters directly into the home-into homes of all classes and
kinds, peopled by holders of diverse views on religious, political and
industrial topics. On no one common ground do all meet, not even
on the field of entertainnynt for to one what is music is to an-
other anathema. For such a medium of universal entry to be made
the medium of propaganda obviously had danger, hence the outstanding
need for regulation.
That regulation is now to be relaxed and used with "discretion."
Great discretion will be required-far greater discretion than is de-
manded in say the editorial conduct of even a great newspaper. Every
paper evolves views in accordance with its policy and builds its public
from those who appreciate and support that policy. Broadcasting
cannot work on those lines. It cannot give the positive without giv-
ing the negative aspect. It cannot be one counsel-it must be both
and leave the issue to the public as judge.
That the new phase will be interesting there is no doubt. Of one
thing we may be certain-that is, that the new regime in itself will be
the stibject of controversy. Once the door is open, it will be the
object of supporters of all aggressive missions, views and policies to"tse" broadcasting for the furtherance of their objectives. A judg-
ment cool as ice and decision hard as steel will be required by the ulti-
mate director in wielding the discretion entrusted to him.
While everybody may be delighted in prospect we are fully as-

sured everyone will not be delighted in retrospect. The disappointed
and rejected of aim will be the most bitter of critics in a few months
time. Yet it is an experiment that must be made. Life must have
its hurly-burly-its strivings and its contests-and all that can reason-
ably be asked is fair play all round.
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MUSICAL LIBRARY
"The Broadcasting Company is keep
ing abreast of the very latest prac-
tices in regard to the radio service.
This applies to all departments. No-‘where is this more evident than in
regard to programmes.To help its artists, a library, whichwill comprise every possible form vf
music, is heing collected and located
at the head office, Christchurch, whereit will be available for the artists who
perform at «ll stations.
The company las mide arrange-
ments to be kept supplied with all thelatest productions of the world’s lead-
ing publishers. This ne library of
‘musi¢ will mean great programme
variety.

Safe
Easter Holidays
ByRail

WhetheryourtripatEasterisforsport
or scenery, ormerely for restfulness, it
will besafe,cheapand comfortable by
rail: Get the special railway booklet
which showsyou how to have themost
enjoyment at least cost.
Communicate with the nearest Stationmaster,District
Manager, or Passenger Agent for full particulars.

CHURCH BROADCASTS
CHRISTCHURCH PRACTICE |

"WORKING ADMIRABLY."
' As the following article, from the
pen of the Rev. D. Gardner Mil
lex, will show, a very satistactory
modus operandi has been evolvedin Christchurch in connection with
the broadcasting of religious ser:
vices,
The Rev. D.. Gardner Miller
writes :-
‘The broadcasting of religious ser
vices is now an integral part of the
wireless service to the community. No
one doubts its value, as thousands of
letters trom listeners-in testify.
Until recently, however, the method
of selection was rather haphazard.Certain churches were ‘on the air’
trequently, while others hardly got a
look 1p. ‘Lhe responsibility ot selec
tion lay with the Broadcasting Com
pany, and with as many us twenty
churehes clamouring for dates, it is
not to be wondered at that confusion
emerged.
Then Mr. Harris had a brain wave.
He conceived the idea of placing the
responsibility upon the churches them
selves. An invitation was extended
ito every denomination to send a rep
resentative to a meeting in the studio]
to discuss the matter.
Six denominations responded. = It
was a lively meeting. ‘There was a
tendency on the part of some to base
the broadcasting of religious services
on the numerical strength of the de-
Homunations, but that was soon found
to be impracticable. Finally a policy
was hammered ont, to which all agreed.
Put bricfly, the following is the
method now in actual operation :-
(a) A Church Broadcasting Advisory
Committee, consisting of a repre-
sentative from each of the follow-
ing denominations: Presbyterian,
Methodist, Baptist, Church of Eng-
land, Church of Christ, and Congre-
gational, meets monthly (with a
member of the Broadcasting Com-
pany’s staff as secretary), to arrangeali matters pertaining to the broad-
casting of church services.
{b) Iu ary month containing a fifth
Sunday, the company reserves the
right to make its own arrangements.As a matter of actual fact, the com-
pany seeks our advice as to the suit-ability of ‘any applications made for
such Sundays.
(c) Bach denomination has its date fix-
ed by rotation; thus we know for
months ahead when we will be ‘on
the air," and can make our arrange-
ments accordingly. |

(d} ‘he company holds one church in
each denomination responsible for
the date fixed. ‘This means, for in-
stance, that when tle Congregational
date is fixed I am responsible to the
company for arrangimmg which church
of my denomination shall broadcast.
If, through unforeseen circum-
stances, the church agreed npon can-
not fulfil the obligation, I must put
my owl service on.
(e) Alterations and ‘‘swopping" for
special occasions (such as harvest
festivals, etc.) must be made through
the committee, not the company. It
is understood that whenever possible
six weeks’ notice .of such alteration
should be given.
(f) All applications for special week-
night services, organ recitals, mis-
sions, extra time on Sunday, etc.,
must be made to the committee,
who shall make the necessary ar-
rangements with the company.It is understood, of course, that when
applications are sent Cirect to the com-
pany, stich are presented by the secre-
tary at the monthly meeting.
The above has been in operation since
shortly after Christmas. It is work-
ing admirably. The greatest friendli-
ness and unanimity exist between the
members of the Advisorv Comnnittee
‘and between them and company.
A few miuntes each nionth is all thatis required to transact the necessary
business. Our dates are arranged far
ahead.
The latest move of the committee is
the suggestion that the denomination
broadcasting should also arrunge fot
its Sunday School to take part in the
children’s service the same evening.
The setting-up of this committee has
solved a thorny problem, and now
everything in the garden is lovely.

WHAT THE CHURCHES
SHOULD DO?

;

REV. LIONEL B. FLETCHER’S
~ ADVICE.

The following is an extract from an
edtress given by the Rey. Lionel
l‘letcher at the Congregational Confer-
ence recently held in Christchurch, in
which he urzed that the Churches should
confer for the purpose of: Facing up
to the whole question of the broadcasting
of Chureh services with the idea of
endeavouring to come to an agreement
that all denonnnational references
shall be cnt out of the services that
are to go over the air; that as faras
possibie, while retaining the distinctive
character of those services, whenever a
service is broadcast it shal] he a ser-
vice in which the preacher shall devotefle time at his disposal to proclaiming
the evargel of Christ, so that all cause
for suspicion shall he eliminated and
the one object of bringing the people
to know and serve our Lord shall be
served.
That the resources of the whole of
the Churchés shall be placed unre-
servedly at the .disposal of the
Broadcasting Company of New Zea:
land,
so that both morning and evening, if
necessary, On the Sunday, services
shall be sent out (at least during the
summer, when people are away from the
Churches on holidays), and that atstated times, either in the morning or
evening of ordinary days, family wor-
ship shall be conducted, as is done in
America,

Another Year of Broadcasting
Under the above heading the Christchurch "Sun"
publishes the following from the pen of Mr. C. R. Russell,
M.Sc., M.I.R.E., late of Wisconsin, U.S.A., and well-
known in listeners’ circles in Christchurch: i

"Over a year ago Mr. A, R.
Harris, general manager of
the Radio Broadcasting Com-
pany, stated that when the
number of listeners had reach-
ed a certain figure, the brgad-
casting service would be im-
proved, :

rom the unbiased point of the lis-
tener, the Broadcasting Company has
fully carried out its promise. Com-
mencing with the appointment of Mr.
W. J. Bellingham, F.S.M., to the posi-
tion of general programme organiser,
there has been a steady improvementin the programmes from each of the
four stations, uniil it is now extreme-ly doubtful whether as good pro-
grammes can be had from the Aus-
tralian stations.
Among the special feature broadcast
during the year might be mentioned
the Maori Pageant, Edison Night, Mr.
Amery’s speech, and several very suc-|cessful rebroadcasts. ‘

There has, of course, becn criti.
cism of the programmes, some lis.
teners wanting jazz, some not want-
ing jazz, and so om, all going to
prove every listener cannot be
pleased. The programmes from the
four stations appear to cater as
far as possible to all classes of
listeners, while the afternoon
gramophone recitals and children’s
hour are appreciated by a large
number of listeners.
Criticism has been levelled at the in-
ternal operations of ‘the Broadcasting
Company, particularly with regard toits staff; this, however, is of mo con--
cern to the listener, and is purely a
matter for the company. ‘The Broad-
casting Company has, in the writer’s
opinion, given New Zealand an excel-
lent broadcasting service, and it is to
be congratulated on the service it bas
offered for the past year. "

SPORTING

COMING BROADCASTSee
TROTTING AND CRICKET

’ Two outstanding features are set
down for description next week-’
the meeting of the Wellington Trot-
ting Club and the second Test match
Australia v. New Zealand at Dun:
edin,
With regard to the Wellington Trot-
ting Club it is pleasing to note the
progress the light harness sport is mak-
ing in the capital; for after a long
period of struggling against heavy odds
the club is now coming into its own
and attracting its share of visitors and
local sportsmen. Tor many years the
other centres in New Zealand were the
‘scenes of progressive and interesting
‘sport, but the Wellington Club, while.
‘doing its utmost, was unfortunately un- |
‘able to attract the patronage bestowed
on the luckier clubs in the other cen-
tres.
One of the main reasons of this was
the fact that Wellington had very few
permits, and it was only after much re-
tresentation that these permits were ex-
tended to allow the club to race on
four days a year. At the beginning
these permits were used to provide two
two-day meetings, and although things
improved considerably there was still
not much encouragement to the offi-
cials. The next experiment tried was
the holding of the four days at differ-
ent times, that is, four one-day mcet-
ings. ‘hat this departure has becn an
unqualified success there is no doubt,
and all who have seen the last two
meetings of the club will want to be
present at Hutt Park on Saturday.
The club provides for the best class
trotters and pacers, as well as confin-
ing a race or two to novices, and the
general result seems to be to everyone’s
satisfaction. ‘There is no doubt as toeee

TTS Le LS LLL SLL
the progressiveness of the executive, as
after their first successful meeting they
immediately thought of the comfort of
their patrons, and provided extra
stands and totalisator accommodation.
The new totalisator house is a fine build-
ing, with a feature, in that the numbers
are of large size and are easily read
from a distance. As further evidence of
enterprise, the club is at the forthcom-
ing meeting making a step in quite a_
new direction, by providing the richest
stake of the day, £150, to a straight-
out trotters’ race, with "the short limit
of 4.37 or better. This stake and the
class should ensure a great field, and
from the nominations it will be seen
that this race has attained its object.
Among the trotters nominated is that
perfect-actioned horse, the American
trotter Peterwah. If tlris horse should
be at the meeting, patrons will see
some trotting worth while, as Peterwah
is generally regarded as the finest type
as to conformation and action that
bas yet been seen in this country.
Others of high class are nominated in
‘this race, such as Cannonball, Young
‘Blake, Iilzear, Sister Beatrice, Peter

‘Swift, Money Spider, Bonny Spec, and
Engagement, all proved performers. It
should be a classic contest, and is sure
to arouse the large crowd to the high-
est pitch of excitement,
The big race for the hoppled brigade
is the March Handicap, with a limit

of 4.88, and this race has also attracted
a high-class field.
A point worthy of mention is that
the officials of the club, led by the
president, Mr. R, A. Armstrong, have
always been keen to take advantage of
the facilities provided by the Broadcast-
ing Co., and welcome this means of
making their sport more favourably
known to listeners. Every meeting of
the club since the opening of 2YA has
been’ heard on the air. It only needs
good weather conditions to ensure a
larger attendance at the meeting, and
all present are assured of an entertain-
ing day’s recreation.
At Dunediti on the same day the Test
match opens, and though the New
Zealand team is not available at thetime of writing, there is every liklibood
of the visitors being more thoroughly
tried ont than in any previous game of
their tour.

PeeEU le bail)

We are sorry to announce that
our contributor, M.I.R.E., whose
very excellent articles on radio
have been enjoyed for some
months past, finds himself com-
pelled for the present to suspend
this work. We know from a nun
ber of readers that his advice and
explanations on radio topics have
been much appreciated. As soon
as conditions permit we shal} he
glad to resume this series.

2FC AND 2BL
CO-ORDINATE

The following official joint statement
has been issued by the directors of 2FC,
Limited, and Broadcasters (Sydney),
I,imited :- :
Negotiations between 2FC, Limited,
and Broadcasters (Sydney), Limited
(2BL), which have been proceeding for
some time past, with the object of de-
vising a scheme that will be a first im-
portant step towards meeting the wish-
-es of the Commonwealth Governmentfor the co-ordination of the ‘‘A" class
‘broadcasting services, have been satis~-
factorily concinded.
The Commonwealth Government, at
a conference convened by the Prime
Minister in Melbourne in November
last, invited the ‘A’? class broadcast-
ing companizs throughout Australia toendeavour to work ont a scheme of co-
operation and co-ordination of the ser-
vices, aud the Postmaster-General has
since made a definite request that such
a scheme should be proceeded with.
The directors of 2FC and 2BL have
made every effort to fall in with this
scheme, and the negotiations which
have been proceeding to this end have
now been satisfactorily concluded.
The co-ordination will bring about
the closest co-operation in the services
of 2FC and 2BL, thus ensuring to the
listeners-in a maximum of efficiency
and variety in the programmes, and
at the same time eliminating much
duplication which has been unavoid-
able in the past.
Already letters are arriving at both
stations congratulating both parties on
{he move.
In the past New Zealanders have
often regretted to hear ZC arid 2BL
simultaneously broadcasting -_lecfur-
ettes or giving out news items at the
same time. Bv co-ordination this soit
of thing with be obviated.

VALUE OF TIME

The publicity value of broadcasting
has assumed a prominent aspect lately
in New Zealand, owing to the view es-
pressed that the Broadcasting Com-
pany should pay for relays from various
attractions. Ji America the advertising
value of broadcasting has Icng been
recognised, and is well paid for by thie
advertiser.

,

It was in 1921 that a station was
erected for the purpose of "selling
time.’ That was the beginning of
commercial broadcasting in the United
States. The tation erected was
WEAL, and it was owned and operated
by the American Telephone and Tele-
graph Company for several years. Be-cise it was operated at such a heavy
loss, and the company, being a public
service corporation, not being in a
position to conduct anything but need-
ed enterprises at a loss, it eventually
separated this broadcasting activity and
formed the Broadcasting Company of
America to operate WEAF. ,

In America all stations broadcast ad-
vertisements in their many guises. This
is their only source of revenue, and
very high prices are paid for "time,"
a common figure being 1000 dollars a
ninnte, in addition to which the ad.
vertiser pays for the artists who pro-
vide the concert he sponsors.
In New Zealand, no such advertising
is done, the revenue being derived from
the listeners’ license fees. Tt is small
wonder that a writer, and a recognised
authority on broaleasting in U.S.A., re-
cently said that the New Zealand sys-tem was the best in the world.


