
Radio Installed in Wellington Hospital
Great Prospective Boon to Patieits

‘AS far back as May, 1926, nearly twoyears ago, with the kind co-opera-tiot of Mr. W. Stuart-Wilson, theAmateur Radio Society of Wellingtonset up a special sub-committee for the
purpose of organising a fund for the
purchase of an up-to-date broadcast re-
ceivitig equipment for the patients and= of the Wellington General Hos-Pl
The fact that broadcast listening had
proved such a wonderful curative agentin many hospitals in Great Britain, onthe Continent, in Canada, the United
States and Australia prompted the
Wellington Society to make an en-
deavour to bring this boon to the suf-
ferers in the hospital of the capitalcity of New Zealand. Medical prac-titioners were loud in their praise ofthe beneficial results observed in the
various hospitals abroad in whichradio equipment was installed. The
psychological effect on the patients wholistented-in was so marked that hos-
pital after hospital in ayersea coun-tries was being equipped with broad-
cast receiving installations, The divert-
ing of patients’ thoughts from their
maladies and worries, and the bring-
ing of the great outside world to their
bedsides, resulted from their being ableto lie comfortably in their beds listen-
ing to pleasing music and the most
important news of the day, not to
mention the interest‘ne lecturettes on
varied subjects. There was_ testi-
mony by hospital medical superintend-ents far and wide unanimously in fav-
our of listening-in ejyuipments for hos-
pital patients

CAMPAIGN BEGUN.
All this was so utterly convincingto the Wellington Hospital RadioFund Committee that they set abouttheir task of collecting the necessary
money with a light heart, althoughthev realised that they had to contendwith manv other appeals to the pub-lic generosity. The first committee
meetings were presided over by MrW. Stuart-Wilson, and the committee
comprised Messrs. J. H. Owen (presi-dent of the Amatenr Ra‘lio Societv of
Wellineton) I. M. Levy = (active
vice-president), W. J. Roche (vice-
chairman) and T. H. Megann (com-mitteeman). This was the nucleus of

the movement, and although the com-
mittee was added to the actnal work of
conducting the public appeal for con-
tributions, and calling for tenders for
the work of installing the equipment
in the hospital has been effected by
this committee of five. Meetings were
held by the committee thrice a week
for some months, until the fund had re-
ceived gulflicient impetus, and then
weekly and fortnightly- meetings suf-
ficed to keep the ball rolling.
EDUCATION NECESSARY

‘Radio broadcasting was found to be
generally a thing of mystery to the
man in the street, aid a good deal of
educational propaganda had to be pub-
lished to overcome this lack of know-
ledge. This ignorance hampered the
progress of the fund to some extent
at first, but gradually the iucrease in
popularity of broadcast listening awak-
ened in the public a realisation of the
hoon it would prove to hospital pa-
tients. Slowly the fund increased, but
the steady plodding of the committee
and generous help by bands, the radio
traders, the ladies of the Labour Poli-
tical Party, and others, steadily aided
in the good work. It was found, how-
ever, that as soon as one counter-
appeal to the public on behalf of other
interests lapsed another one would
spring up. Eventually, after nearly
two years’ unremiiting endeavour, the
fund committee decided to devote the
money in hand to equipning as manv
wards in the hospital as finances would
permit, and then let some other organ-
isation at a later date complete the
work. The building of the new hospi-
tal block facing Riddifard Street offered
an opportunity for installing the neces-sary wiring neatly within the walls, and,
at the suggestion of the inedical super-
intendent, Dr Wilson, this work was
enrried out. The tender was let to
Messrs. Thos. Ballinger and Co. Un-
fortunately, hewever, funds so far col-
lected will not nermit of the wards in
the new block being eanuinred with
headphones and necessarv connections
for linking them un with the broadcast
receiving system now installed. Wher
the pnhblic realise the beneficial effec

to the patients in those wards which
have been equipped, it may not be long
before the whole of the hospital will
be served.

TENDERS CALLED.
Towards the end of last year the
coninittee of the radio fund decided to
call for tenders for the installation of a
broadcast receiving set, necessary head-
phones, loudspeakers, and wiring for
as many wards as possible, including
also the nurses’ quarters. Intendingtenderers were invited to be present at
the hospital on an appointed day. Sevy-eral leading companies were representedat a gathering at the hospital, ‘Those
present were handed specifications and
were shown over the wards and build-
ings which were to he equipped. Ten-
ders were next called, and the fundcommittee engaged the services of Mr.
Preston B. Billing, technical lecturer
and advisor to the Wellington Radio
Society, to aid them in selecting the
most acceptable tender. After every de-tail had been carefully considered the
contract was let to the National TWlec-
trical and Engineering Co. Ltd.
Some miles of shielded cable had to
be run through the various wards, and
even heavy posts had to be set up in
the hospital grounds to carry the cables
across to the nurses’ buildines. Wooden
blocks neatly duen-nainted were fastened
to the walls of the wards to supnortthe ’phones when not in use, and tocarrv the jacks for plugging in the
headphones. A special room waswalled off for the receiving set, a nower-
ful up-to-date radio. workine off an
indoor loop aerial. Junction hoxes were
installed at certain points. and lond-
speakers were piaced on brackets in
the children’s wards and nurses’ quar-
ters.
PRELIMINARY TRIAL.

Last Saturday evenine, at the invi-
tation of Mr. D. G. Weles, radio en-
sineer for the contrectors, members of
the conunittee of the Hospital Radio
Tund attended the hospital on the occa-sion of an unofficial workine demon-
stration of the installation A snecial
kiddies’ hedtime session was put on
for the little ones in the children’s
wards, and many scores of male and

female patients in the adult wards alsolistened in. The test was most en-
couraginy, although the final balancing
of the various circuits had not been
completed. Mr. R. Heaton Wear, of
the Nationa! Co.’s staff has designed
and supervised the. wiring throughout
the installation. The official function
in connection with the commencement
of the daily operationof the installationwill take place at an early date.
The Radio Fund Conimittee acknow
ledge their appreciation of the kindly
interest and assistance of Dr. Wilson,
medical superintendent of the hospital.
SPECIAL CHILDREN'S HOUR.I introducing the uncles and auntsat tle opening of the special
hour for hospital children, a yerv
novel procedure was followed. Uncle
Sandy’s versifying talent has be-
come well known, and he turned
his gift to good purpose for the occa-
sion, as the following verses indicate :-
(Aunty Dot Speaks).

Hlere’s Uncle Sandy, rhymer bold,
Who makes the birthday rhymes,
And mostly does as he is told,
Except at times, at times.

(Uncle Saridy Speaks).
(’'m Uncle Sandy, poet or
Just say a thymer crude,
I versify: the birthdays for,
New Zealand’s bonny brood.

(Uncle Sandy Sings).
Here’s Uncle Jasper, much adored
By children far and near,
His mind is always amply stored,
With things they hold most dear.

(Uncle Jasper Speaks).
I’m Uncle Jasper-not alone,
Yor here’s my doggy Spot.
We work before the microplone
And spar with Aunty Dot,
(Uncle Sandy Sings).

(’d introduce and bravely speak
Of Uncle Ernest kind,
But he’s away this merry week,
‘Though present to our mind.

(Aunt Dot Speaks),
Now Uncle Tirnest isn’t here,But I shall speak his part,To all the children he’s a dear,He’s got the kindest heart.
(Uncle Sandy Speaks).

Here’s Aunty Dot, our clever cliief,
Among us stands alone,
Programmes arranged to our telief,
Before the microphone.
(Aunt Dot Speaks).

I’m Aunty Dot of 2YA,
On the official staff,I make the children bright and gay,To think, to dream, to laugh.
(Cnele Sandy Sings).

Here’s Aunty Gwen, who plays and tellsHer fairy tales so fair,
And as her music ebbs and swells,
*Tis wafted through the air,
(Aunt Gwen Speaks).

I’m Aunty Gwen, who cannot sing,But I can play quite well,
And fairy stories I can bring
And all their magic tell,
(Uncle Sandy Sings).

Now, Uncle Toby makes his bow,
Across the Radio,
And says to all the children now,
Hullo, hullo, hullo.
(Uncle Toby Speaks).

Yes Toby’s here, the funny man,As Monty better known,
But now the little children can
Claim Monty for their own.
(Uncle Sandy Sings),

Now, Uncle Jeff, it’s up to you:
You’re last but not the least,ell all the children through the bite
Of "Beauty and the Beast."
(Uncle Jeff Speaks).

I’m good old Jeff, still rattling round,I haven’t gone to rest,
But now my occupation's found,Vil give you of my Lest.

UNCLE SANDY,
2QYA, Wellingtom,

On Shortwave
BETTER RECEPTION
NOWBe

THE HOWLING NUISANCE

Mr. F. W. Sellens (Northland)
writes:
The slogan of "Don’t do it’? applies
to the short-wave listeners, now that
there are more on the job. Several
times during the past week or two
there was some squealing, especially
on Sunday afternoon, on 2XAPF, just
before they elosed down, when their
volume was fairly good. Tor best re
ception it is necessary to keep just be
low this stage, otherwise, beside spoil
ing other listeners’. enjoyment, the operator is not getting the best out of his
set.
Now that we are back to standard
time, it is possible to hear more of
5SW’s morning test; uor is it neces
sary to stay up so late for their even
ing transmission, which starts at 12
p.m., New Zealand time. The morn
ing programme during the past weeklas been as follows:-6.30 a.m.: Big
Ben; ‘‘London calling." Then a lec
turette till about 6.45 a.m. This is fol
lowed by piano duets till 7 a.m., when
another lecturette is given. At 7.15
a.m. (7.45 p.m. in London) the evening
programme starts with orchestral mu
sic. The volume by this time is get
ting weak, and I have to leave home.With the shorter days it should be possible to hear the greater part of London’s evening programme.
PCJJ comes in very well now each
morning till just after 6 a.m., when
they close down.

RFM on 70 metres is not nearly soood as it was on 60,
On Saturday afternoon, March 8,KDA were "off the air’? before I tun
ed in, Y%XAD were in good form, be-
ing fair speaker strength, with two of
audio. The ‘"VPalmolive-keep that
schoolgirl complexion"? people were pro-viding the musical items. Every ar-
nouncement was the ‘Palmolive Orchestra,’ ‘Palmolive Quartet," ete. The last
item was ‘Land of Hope and Glory,"by the whole party and orchestra,
which was received very good. ‘They
signed off at 11.2 p.m., Eastern standardtime. Later on 2XG, on abou 2%
metres, was carrying out his usnalword test: ‘Write down diameter,""Write down picnic," ete. REM was
on 70 metres in the evening.2\B, Wanganui, and 1AR, Auckland,
were heard on Sunday mormng.’KDKA closed down about 2.30 p.m.before their volume was strong enoughto enjoy.
2XAl, on 82.4 metres, were relayingmusic from the rainbow room of the
Albany Hotel, New York, till 4.30
p.m., New Zealand time. 2AQ, ‘Tai-
hane. was also heard during the after-
noon, 2BH, working; 2BI and REM
were on the air during the evening.
About 6 a.m. on Monday morningorchestral music and talk was heard
on about 83 metres. It was too weak
to get a call, but was probably 2NM
(Marcuse). 38L0 on 82 metres started
at 6 a.m. with their weekly short-wavetest. As usual, they were received at
splendid volume and modulation.
RFM during the evening was good,but not as strong as they used to be.At 5.40 a.m. on Tuesday imorning a
foreign station on about 87 metres was
heard. ‘Talk was too weak to get the
eall.
Big Ben was heard at 6.80 a.m.
thrcugh 5SW. Mr. ---, dramatic
eritic, spoke after the call-‘London
calling’’-was given. Piano duets fol-
lowed the talk.

REM was the only station heard dur-
ing. the evening. :

PCJJ was tened in at 5.10 a.m. on
Wednesday morning, and was re-ceived at fair speaker volume till 6.35am. The next «transmission was an-nounced as on ‘Thursday, March 8, from14-19, G.M.T.
5SW and 2XAD were heard hayingtheir usual talk, reports ‘of receptionWere read. Reception was not quiteas good as usual, signals being weaker,but clear enough. From 6.30 a.m. Big
Den, talks, piano duets, and orchestralsclections were heard till 7.20, when Iclosed down.
5SW was again heard at midnight for
a few minutes, at better volume thanin the morning, but not so strong as
1 expected.
Karly on Thursday morning 2XG on
24.5 metres this time was heard on his
usual "write down." ‘This is thefirst time 2 have heard him during the
early morning-about 6.45 am. Thisstation wotlzs on various wavelengths.One Svndav afternoon I heard hiin signoff on one wave and came across himlater on omch higher up.
A station on about 86 metres was
heard, but too faint to get a call sign.At 6.80 am, SSW was again heard
quite well, with the usual Big Ben, etc.R¥M and a station on about 84 metres
pitting on musical items and talk, ask-
ing fer reports to be sent to --,Christchurch, were heard. ‘Ihe latter
station was verv weak and not steady ;the wave was swinging all the time.
On Friday morning PCJJ was heldfrom 5,15 a.m. till 6.38 a.m., when they
signed off. The last item was the
Dutch National Anthem sung by achoir. ‘This was followed by the an-nouncement that their next transmis-
sion would be on Saturday, March 10,M4-17.GMT. Big Ben was heard at
6.30 a.m., followed by a lecturette,
piano duets, another letturette, and or-chestral items,
At midnight, 5SW was listened to for
a few moments; after Big Ben chimingthe half-hour some organ music wasbroadcast.
On Saturdav morning the usual tall
between. Hingland and America was
heard. In reading a report from 5SW,he said it was "scrappy" because thevoften altered the circuit and made ad-
justments while listening. ‘Of course
we are not talking for the fun of the
thing, but to make improvements,"
During their talk, 5SW mentioned thattheir loudspeaker was within three feet
of the microphone.The Chelmsford station was againheard at 6.80 a.m, with their usual pro-
sramme, Big Ben and S‘London calling"
‘being stronger than usual,
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"Carping Suggestions."

R.M.QO. jAuckland): The remarks in
the last "Record" re above call for
some comment, On behalf of « num-
ber of valve set owners I would like
to state we do net envy Wellington its5000-watt station, as we find it quitedifficult enough to cut out TYA as it is,and I venture to say the majority ofAuckland listeners (ineladiug crystalset owners) ate satisfied with the local
power. When it comes to programmes
‘ere

we surcly have the right to criticise,
aud mty first adverse criticism of any
bruadcasts is that I did not consider
the much-boomed Iidison night so good
as many of the excellent Wellington
programmes ‘The Maori pageant was
certainly interesting, but from a musical
viewpoint I have heard Maori melodies
sung much better by pakehas. With
regard to the power of 2YA, I have
tricd experiments between 9 and 10
p.m. on Mondays for several months
past by operating a single control set
Without changing the volume control
on 2YA and 8YA. The result has been
that SYA nearly always comes in as
loud as 2YA, and often with greater
strength, Would it not be interesting
to request listeners to send in the
results of similar trials, and if my re-
sults are found to be fairly general, the
Broadcasting Company might consider
exchanging the Wellington plant with
Christchurch, when it should have some]
chance of getting into touch with all
parts of New Zealand] in daytime in
the event of a national crisis. Wouldit be possible for the lower Christ-
church wavelength to account for its
greater comparative strength?
Critics "Jolly Hard Up."

N. C. Winstanley (Dicton): I notewith disgust soine of the complaintsfrom listeners, particularly in regardto mistakes in pronunciation, I wouldlike to ask them if it is possible tofind anyone perfect in that direction
anyway, and if that is all they can findto complain about they are jolly hard
up. Perhaps that new receiver they
got is not going too well.In a previous issue of your paper,when replying to correspondence, youinvited reports in regard to 2YA’s trans-
missions. Speaking’ for myself, I getall the good music and entertainmentI want from 2YA; mostly it is not onlywell rendered, but put over by the sta-tion well. You have some very fineartists in Wellington, and you put onsome very good prograinmes.

|

The Stations Compared.
E.C.P. (Ngaruawahia): I am sorryto find, since arriving here, that myold friend 2¥A is fading very badly.8YA also fades, but not as much as
2YA. YA, although only about 55miles away, fades very badly and has a
very bad scratchy noise, in fact, it isthe worst station on the air. 4YA,which I could hardly get at ‘Trentham,
comes in here very nice and clear, But
give
me 2YA as I had her at Trent-

1am,

Reply to "Cheap Critics’? Venom fron:
Auckland.

H. C. Farmer (Mount Albert). -On
reading March 2 ‘Radio Record," I
found an article headed "Cheap Crit-
ics,’? which describes Auckland as verydissatisfied with the relays of the "Pag-eant’ and ‘‘dison’s’’ programmes. TheMaori pageant was miles ahead of the
Edison’s, but I think the people in
Wellington should know a little about
the conditions of 2YA as received here.
2YA is described in Auckland as "the
deadly station,’’? on account of its fad-
ing peculiarities, There were one or
two titles of music which we missed
during the "Pageant," and then at
times the music fades from anything
up to two minutes at very frequent
periods. I did not fill in a record of
fading some time ago, but'on Sunday,
February 26, I tuned to QYA at 8,40

p-m. to 8.50 p.m., and heard 2YA for
three minutes only. This was done on
a six-valve set capable of getting 29°C.
at dusk here seven days a week. I am
not condemning the ‘‘Pageant,’’ very
much vice versa, but we could not fol-
low speeches or anything else. Then
the Kdison pregramime is describedwith ‘bigotry’? in Auckland’s Press.I think the ‘Radio Record"? has just
overstepped now, as what is worse and
more aggravating than missing half an
interesting item. Is there any wonderfor disgruntle when 1YA could not get
2YA till 8.30 p.m., and remained silentuntil then?
Now in reference to "cutting out a
station" I maintain that if relays can-
not be done from the start they should
not be attempted. Aucklanders have
just cause to complain when things likethis occur. Now it gives vou the im-
pression that Aucklanders do not like
anything from 2YA, TI am now speak-
ing on behalf of a good many whiettI say that the ialent is more varied
and better than 1YA, generally speak-
ing. As for jealousy, that 2YA is "big-
gest and hest,’’ that is just the question
in a nutshell, as it should be "biggest
hut worst" (up here, anyhow). Auck-
landers recognise that scope and capital
is limited, but with the power of 2YA
we naturally expect to get overhauled
in numbers as so many cheap yet effi-
cient sets can be installed at a greater
range.
Gilbert and Sullivan.

An Admirer of G. and S.: Being an
admirer of your paper, I take a great
interest in the correspondent column
of it, and notice a lot of comment ot
"highbrow and lowbrow" music that
is played at each station. I think I
am right in believing that there was
-a composer by the name of Sullivan
who composed the music for the world-
famous operas. Why not some of his
works, such as selections from ‘Yeoman
of the Guard," etc. ‘here are six orseven to pick from, and let’s have abit of good English music-light and
uneful, also popular.
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