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AS far back as May, 1926, neariy two

- years ago, with the kind co-opera-
Hos of Mr. W, Stuart-Wilson, the
Amateur Radio Society of Wellington
set up a special sub-committee for the
purpose of organising a {und for the
purchase of an up-to-date hroadcast re-
ceving equipment for the patients and
n;trs}es of the Wellington General Hos-
pital, :

The fact that broadeast listening had
proved such a wonderful curative agent
i matly hospitals in Great Britain, on
the Continent, it Canada, the United
States and Australia prompted the
© Wellington Societv {0 make an en-
deavour. to bring this boon to the suf-

ferers in the hospital of the capital

city of New Zealand., Medical prac-
titioners were loud im their praise of
the beneficial results ohserved in the
~various hospitals abroad in which
radio equipnient was installed.  The
psyehiological effect on the patients who
listened-in. was so marked that hos-
pital after hospita] in oversea coun-
tries was heing eqguipped with broad-
.«cast receiving installations, The divert-
ing of patients’ thoughts from therr
maladies and worries, and the bring-
ing of the great outside world to their
‘bedsides, resulted from their being able
to lie comfortably in their beds listen-
ing to pleasing music and the most
important news of the day, not to
‘mention the interest’ne lecturettes on
varied subjects. There was testi-
mony by hospital medical superintend-
ents far and wide unanimously in fav-
our of listening-in ejuipments for hos-
pital patients .

CAMPAIGN BEGUN.

All this was so utterly cotivincing
to the WWellington Hospital Radio
Fund Committee that they set ahout
their task of collecting tfie necessarv
money with a light heart, although
thev realised that they had to contend
swvith manv other appeals {o the pub.
lic generosity. The first committee
meetings were presided over by Mr
V. Stuart-Wilson, and the committee
comprised Messts. J. H. Owen (presi-
dent of the Amateur Radio Societv of
Wellineton) I. 3. TLevv ({active
vice-president), W. J. Roche (vice-
chairman) and T. H. Megann {com-
mitteeman), This was the nucleus of

Radio Installe

in

 Great PrOspQCtive' ‘Boon to Patieits

‘the movement;’ and although the com-

mittee was added to the gctual work of
conducting the public appeat for cob-
tributions, and calling for tenders for
the work of installing the equipment
in the hospital has been effected by
this committee of five.
held by the comuuittee thrice a week.
for some months, until the fund had re-
ceived sufficient impetus, aud then
weekly and fortnightly- meetings suf-
ficed to keep the ball tolling.

EDUSATION NECESSARY

‘Radio Dbroadeasting was found to be
generally a thing of mystery to the
man in the sireet, and a good deal of
eduncational propaganda had to be pub-
lished to overcome this lack of know-
tedge. ’This ignorance hampered the
progress of the fund to some extent
at first, but gradually tlie increase in
popularity of broadcast listening awak-
ened in the public a realisation of the
hoon it would prove to lospital pa-
tients. Slowly the fund *increased,_but
the steady plodding of the comnnitee
and generous help by baunds, the radie
traders, ths ladies of the Labouwr Pol-
tical Partv, and others, steadily aided
inn the good work. Tt was found, how-
ever, that as soon as omne coumnter-
appeal to the public on behalf of other

interests lapsed snother one wonld
spring up. Eventually, after nearly

two vears’ unremiiting endeavour, the
fund committee decided to devote the
money in hand to equipning as manv
wards in tite hospital as finances woukl
permit, and then let some other organ-
isation at a later date complete the
work. The huilding of the new hospi-
tal block facing Riddifard Street offered
an opportunity for installing the neces-
sary witing neatly within the walls, and,
at the suggestion af the medical super-
intendent, Dr Wilson, this work was
carried out.  The tender was let to
Mesars, Thos, Ballinger and Cn. tUn-
fortunately, hewever, fands so far col-
lected will not vermit of the wards in
the new block heing  cauninped  with
headnhones and neecessavy connections
for linking them up with the hrondeast
receiving svstemy now instiiled.  When
(o pnhlic realise the bengficiol effec

Meetings were |

to the patients in those wards which
have been equippcd, it may not be long

before the whole of the hospital will.

be served.
TENDERS CALLED.

Towards the end of last year the
committes of the radio fund decided to
call for tenders for the installation of a

broadeast receiving set, necessary head-

plhiones, loudspeakers, and wirtng for
a8 many swards as pessible; inclading
also the nurses’ quarters. Intending
tenderers were invited to be present at
the hospital on an appointed day. Sev-
eral leading companies were represented
at a gpathering at. the hospital, ‘Those
present were landed specifications and
were shiown over the wards and build-
ings which were to he equipped. Ten-
ders were next called, and the fund
committee engaged the services of Mr.
Preston B. BRilline, teclmical lecturer
and advisor to the Wellington Radio
Society, to aid them in selecting the
wmost acceptable tender. After every de-
tail had been carefully cousidered the
contract was let to the National Tilec-
trical and Engineering Co. Ltd.

Some 1iles of shielded cable had to
be run through tle various wards, and
even heavy poste had to be set up in
the hospital grounds to carry the cables
across to the nurses’ huildines. Wooden
blacks neatly dnen-painted were fastened
to the walls of the wards to supnort
the ‘*phones when not in use, and to
carrv the jacks for plugeing in the
headphoites., A special  room was
walled off for the receiving set, a power-
ful up-to-date radia, workine off an
indonr loop aerial. Tunction haxes were
installed at certain nnints, and lound-
speakers were placed on brackets in
the children’s warls and nurses’ quar-
ters.

PRELIMINARY TRIAL.

Last Saturdav evenine, at the invi-
tation of Mr. D. . Wreles, radio en-
cineer for the controctors, membets of
the connmmittee of the Fospital Radio
Tund attended the haspital on the occa-
sion of an nnofficial workine demon-
sirating of the ipstallation - A snecial
kiddies” hedtime session was pat on
far the liltle ones in the children’s
wards, and many scores of male and

female palients in the adult wards also
listenmed in.
couraging, although the final balancing
of the various circuits haod not been
completed. Mr. R. Heaton Wear, of

the Nationa! Co.’s staff has designed’

and stpervised the. wiring throughout
the installation,
in connection with the commencement
of the daily operation of the instaliation
will take place at an early date,

The Radic Fand Committee acknow
ledge their apptreciation of the kindly
interest and assistance of Dr. Wilson,
medical superintendent of the lhospital.

SPECIAL CHILDREN'S HOUR.
IN introducing the uncles and aunts

at the opening of the special
hour for hospital children, a verv

novel procedure was followed. Uncle
Sandy’s  versifying talent has  be-
come well known, and he turned

his gift to good purpose for the occa-
eion, as the following verses indirate 1—

(Aunty Dot Speaks).

Here's Uncle Sandy, rhymer bold,
Who makes the birthday rhymes,

And mostly does as he is told,
Except at times, at times.

(Uncle Sandy Speaks).

'm Uncle Sandy, poet or
Just sav a 1hymer crude,

[ versify- the birthdays for,
New Zealand’s bomny brood.

(Uncle Sandy Sings).

Here's Uncle Jasper, much adored
By children far and neat,

His mind- is always amply stored,
With things they hold most dear.

(Tnele Jasper Spealis).

I'm TUncle Jasper—not alone,
Tor here's my dogey Spot.
We work before the miicropbrme

And spar with Aunty Dot,

(Uncle Sandy Sings).

['d introduce and bravely speak
Of Uncle Lirnest kind,

But he’s away this merry week,
Though present to our mind.

The test was most en- |

‘The official function |

ellington Hospital

(Aunt Dot Speaks),
Now Uncle Iirnest .isn’t here, .
But I shall speak his part,
To all the children Die’s a dear,
He's got the kindest heart,

(Uncle Sandy Speaks).

Here’s Aunty Dot, our clever clief,
Among us stands alone,

Programmes arranged to our vtelief,
Before ihe microphone,

(Aunt Dot Speaks).
T'm Aunty Dot of 2Y 4, '
On the official staff,
I make the children bLright and
To think, to dream, to langh.

(Tncle Sandy Sings).

Here’s Aunty Gwen, who plays and tells
Her fairy tales seo {fair,

And as her music ebbs and swells,
'Tis wafted through the air.

8ay,

fAunt Gwen Speaks).

T'm Aunty Gwen, who cantiot sing,
But I can play quite well,

And fairy stories 1 can Dbring
And all their magic tell,

{TUncle Sandy Sings).

Now, Untle Tobv makes his bow,
Across the Radio,

And says to all the children vow,
Hullo, hulle, huillo.

{Tncle Toby Speaks).

Yes Toby’s here, the funny mamn,
As Monty better known,

But now the little children can
Claim Monty for their own.

{Uncle Sandy Sings),

Now, Uncle Jeff, it's up to you:
You're last but not the least,

Tell all the children through the blue
Of “Beauty and tle Beast.”

(Uncle Jeff Speaks),
I'm good old Teff, still rattling round,
I havew't gone to rest,
But siow my occapation’s found,
T’il give you of my best.

UNCLE SANDY,
2Y A, Wellington,

On Shortwave

BETTER RECEPTION
NOW

THE HOWLING NUISANCE

Mr., F.
writes :—

The slogan of “Don’t do it”’ applics
to the short-wave listeners, now that
tliere are mwore on the job., Several
times during the past week or two
there was some squealing, especially
on Sundav afternoon, on YXAF, just
before they closed down, when their
volunme was fairly good. Tor Dbest re-
cevtion it is necessary to keep just be-
“low this stage, otherwise, beside spoil-
ing other listeners’-enjoyment, the op-
erator is not getting the best ont of lis
set.

Now that we are back to standard
time, it is possible to hear more of
BSW’s morning test; nor is it neces
sary te stay up so late for their even.
ing transmission, which starts at 12
p.nt., New Zealand time, The morn-
ing programme during the past week
has been as follows:—6.80 a.m.: Big
Ben; “London calling.” Then a lec-
turette till about 6.45 a.n. This is fol-
lowed by piano duets till 7 a.m., when
anocther lecturette is given. At 7.15
‘a.m. {7.45 p.m. in London) the evening
programme starts with orchestral mu-
sic. The volume by this time is get-
ting weak, and I have to leave home,
With the shorter days it should be pos-
sible to hear the greater part of Lou-
don’s evening programme.

PCJT comes in very well now each
morning till jnst after 6 a.m., when
they close down. -

W. Sellens (Northland)

REM on 70 metres is not nearly so
wood as it was on 60. )

On Saturday afternoomn, March 8,
EDKA were “off the air” before I tun
ed in.  2XAD were in good form, be
ing fair speaker strength, with two of
andio.  The ‘‘Palmolive—keep  that
schoolgirl complexion™ people were pro-
viding the musical items. Bvery an-
nouticement was the “Palmiolive Orches
tra,” *“Palmelive Quartet,”” cte. The last
item was ‘“Land of Hope and Glory,”
bv the whole party and orchesfra.
which was received very good.  Thes
signed off at 11.2 p.m., Eastern standarg

time. Later on 2XG, on abou, &%
tmetres, was carrving out his usnal
word fest: “Write down diameter,"

“Write down picnic,” etc.
on 70 metres in the evening.

2AB, Wanganui, and 1AR, Anckland,
were  heard on  Sunday morming.
KDKA closed down about 2.30 p.n.
hefore their volume was sirong enough
to enjoy.

2XAN, on 82.4 metres, were relaving
music from the rainbow room of the
Albanv Hotel, New York, till 4.30
p.an., New Zealand time.  2AQ, Tai-
hane, was also heard during the after-
noon, 2BH, working; 2B aud REFM
were on the air during the evening.

About 6 am. on Monday morning
orchestral music and talk was heard
on about 38 metres. It was too weak
to get a call, but was probably 2NM
{Marcnse). 3LO on 82 metres started
at 6 a.m. with their weekly short-wave
test. As usual, thev werc received at
splendid volume and modnlation,

REM during the evening was good,
Lut not as strong as tliey used to be.

At 540 a.m. on Yucsday imorning a
foreign station on about 37 metres was
heard, Talk was too weak to get the
call.

Big Ben was leard at
thrcugh 58W.  Mr.
critic, spoke after the
calling”’~was given.
fowed the talk.

RFM was

6.30 a.m.
~——, dramatic
call—“*London
Piano duets fol-

Have a
Safe
Holiday

Cheapest and Safest Transport

Your holiday will not do its best for you
unless your mind is as free from care and
worry as circumstances will permit.
gladness of heart in the safety, economy
and comfort of your own railways,

Get

Communicate with the nearest Stationmaster,
Passenger Agent or District Manager for full
- particulars,

Our M@ﬂ Bag

“Carping Suggestions,”

R.M.O. {Auckland): The remarks in
the last “Record” re above call for
some comment, Oun behalf of o num-
ber of valve set owners I wonld like
to state we do nct cnvy Wellington its
8000-watt station, as we find it quite
dififeult enonglht to cut cut IYA as it is,
aud T venlure to say the majority of
Auckland Ylsteners (ineladling ervstal
set awners) ate satisfied with the local
power. When it comes to [rogrammes

T L T

. RIM was the only station heard dur-
g the evening, .

PCY] was toned in at 5.10 a.m. on
Wednesday  morning, and was re-
ceived at fxir speaker volume till 6.85
L. ll‘he nes:{:}*ranismission was an-
nounced as on Tharsday, March &, -
1419, GALT. o » from

SSW and 2XAD were heard having
their usnal talk, reports -of reception
were read.  Reception was not guite
as good as uswal, signals heing weaker,
but clear enongh. From 6.30 a.m. Big
Den, talks, piano duets, and orclestral
selections were heard (ill 7.20, when I
tlosed down.

58W wss again hedrd at midnight for
a few minutes, at belter volume than
in the morning, but not so strong as
1 expected.

Early on Tharsday morning 2XG on
24.5 metres this time was heard on his
usual  “write down.” ‘This is the
first time 1 have heard Lim during the
carly merniag—about 5.45 a.m. ‘This
station wotlts on various wavelengths.
One Svndav afternoon I heard Lim sign
off on one wave and came across him
later on pmch higher up.

A station on about 86 metres was
heard, buz wo faint to get a call sign.

At 6.30 am, ESW was again heard
quite well, with the usual Big Ben, etc.

RUNM and a station on about 84 metres
putting on musical jtems and talk, ask-
ing for reports to he sent to —~—,
Christchurch, were heard. “The latter
rtation was verv weak and not steady;
the wave was swinging all the time.

On Friday morning PCJ] was held
from 515 a.m, till 6.38 a.m., when they
signed off. ‘The last item was the
Dutelh National Anthem sung by a
choir. This was followed by the an-
nouncement that their next transmis-
sion would be on Saturday, March 10,
U—17.GMT. Big Ben was heard at
6.30 4.m., followed hy a lecturette,
piano duets, another lecturette, and or-
chestral items,

At midnight, 5SW was listened to for
a few moments; after Big Ben chiming
the haif-honr some organ music was
bioadeast,

On Saturday morning the nsual talk
hetween. Hugland  and America was
Iieard, In reading a report from GSW,
he said it was “‘scrappy” Dbecause thev
often altered the circuit and made ad-
justments while Hstening. *Of course
we are not talking for the fun of the
thing, hut to make improvements.”
During their talk, 5SW mentioned that
their loudspeaker was within three feet
of the microphone.

The Chelnmsford station was again

beard at 6.80 a.m. with their usual pro-
gramme, Big Ben and *T.ondon calling®
‘being stronger than usual,

we surcly have the right to criticise,
and aty first adverse criticismy of any
Droadeasts is that I did not consider
the much-boomed Ldisoun night so good
as maiy of ihe excellent Wellington
programmes.  ‘The Maori pageant was
cerlainly interesting, bat from a musical
viewpoint I have hieard Maori melodies
sung much better by pakehas. With
vegard to the power of 2¥A, I have
tricd experiments between 9 and 10
pam. on Mondays for several morths
vast by operating a single control set
without changing the volume control
on 2YA and 8YA. The result has Deen
thar 8YA nearly alwavs comes in as
lond as 2YA, and often with greater
strength, Would it not be interesting
to request listeners to send in the
results of similar irials, and if my re-
sults are found to be fairly general, the
Broadeasting Company might consider
exchanging the \Wellington plant with
Christchmreh, when it shonld have some
chance of getiing into touwch with all
parts of Wew Zealand in daytime in
ihe event of a mational crisis. Would
it be possible for the lawer Christ-
chunch wavelength to account for its
greater comparative strengtih?

Critics *“Jolly Hard Up.”

N. C. Winstanley (Iicton): I nole
with disgust sowe of the complaints
from listeners, particularly in regard
to mistakes in pronunciation. I would
like to ask them Iif it is possible to
find anyone perfect in that direction
anyway, and if that is all they can find
to complain about they are jolly hard
up. Perhaps that new receiver they

got is not going too well.

In a previous issue of your paper,
when replying to correspondence, you
invited reports in regard to 2YA’s trans-
missions, Speaking’ for myself, I get
all the good music and entertainment
I want from 2YA ; mosily it is not only
well rendered, but put over by the sta-
tion well. You have some very fine
artists in Wellington, and you put on
some very good prograinmes.

The Stations Compared.

B.CP. (Ngaruawahia): I am sorry
to find, since arriving here, that my
old friend 2YA is fading very badly.
3YA also fades, but not as much as
2YA. 1¥A, although only about 55
miles away, fades very badly and has a
very bad scratchy noise, in fact, it is
the worst station on the air. = 4VA,
which I could hardly get at Trentham,
comes in here very nice and clear, But
;zive me 2YA as I had her at Trent-
ram,

Reply to “Cheap Critics” Venom from
Auwckland,

E. C. Farmer (Mount Albert).—On
reading March 2 “Radio Record,” I
found an article headed *Cheap Crit-
ics,” which describes Auckland as very
dissatisfied witli.the relays of the *“Dag-
eant” and “Xdison's’’ programmes. The
Maori pageant was miles ahead of the
Edison’s, but I think the people in
Wellington should know a little about
the conditions of 2YA as received here,
2YA, is described in Auckland as “the
deadly station,” on account of its fad-
ing pecnliarities, ‘ITiere were one or
two titles of musie which we missed
during the “Pageant,” and then at
times the music fades from anything
up to two minutes at very frequent
periods. T did not filf in a record of

fading some time ago, hut on Sunday,
February 26, T tuped to 2VA at 8.10

pam. to 850 p.an., and heard 2YA for
three mitnntes only. This was done on
a six-valve set capable of getting 2I°C.
at dusk here seven dayxs a week, I am
not condetnuing the ‘“‘Pageant,” very
much vice versa, but we could not fol-
low speeches or anything else. Then
the Kdison programme is  described
withh “bigotry”’ in Auckland’s Dress.
I think the *“Radio Record” has just
overstepped tow, as what is worse and
more aggravaiing than missing half an
interesting item. Is there any wonder
for disgruntle when 1Y\ could not get
2YA till 8.30 p.m,, and remained silent
until then?

Now in reference to “‘cutting ount a
station” I maintain that if relays can-
not be done from the start they should
not be altempted. Aucklanders have
just cause to complain wlhen things like
this occur. Now it gives vou the im-
pression that Aucklanders do not like
anything from 2YA, T am now speak-
ing on behalf of a good many when
1 say that the 1ialent is more varied
and hetter than 1Y\, cenerally speak-
ing. As for jealousy, that 2¥.\ is “big-
west and hest,”” that is just the question
in a nutshell, as it shonld be *biggest
but worst” (up here, anvhow). Auck-
tanders recognise that scope and capital
is lmited, but with the power of 2YA
we naturaily expect to get overhauled
in numhers as so manyv cheap vet effi-
clent sets can be iustalled at a greater
range.

Gilbert and Suliivan.

An Admirer of G. aud S.: Being en
admirer of your paper, I take a great
interest in the correspondent column
of it, and notice a lot of comment on
“highbrow and lowhrow” music that
is played at each station. I think I
am right in believing that there was
a composer by the name of Sullivan
who composed the music for the world«
famous operas. Why not some of his
works, svch as selections from ‘“Yeoman
of the Guard,” cte. ‘There are six or
seven to pick from, and let’s have a
bit of good English music—light and
uueful, also popular.

S ——— Y S ——— S ——— A ———— A —.

Printed and published for the New
Zealand Radio Publishing Company,
at the registered office, Dominion
Avenue, Wellington, of the Welling-
ton Dublishing Company., by Archibald
Sando, of 47 Frevherg Street, Lyall Bay,
PRIDAY, MARCH 16, 1923.

WIRELESS

This is the Profession with
a future. .

Thorough instruction given
in every branch for the
P.M.G. Certificate, We have
no rush course but give in-
dividual attention to each
student. "

Highest percentage of pas-

gses and appointments for
1927,
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