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which . nearly

for the common good ot

. jts members.. To pame a few exam- '
" 'ples ‘among many, it works to pre-

" ivent the spread of disease, to adjust
- economic  and labour -conditions be-

‘tween nations, to suppress evils like

tHé drug traffic, Xt is in ‘everyday,
unspectacnlar work of this kind that
the Assembly of the League and its
permanent Secretariat at Geneva'. (as
‘a4 member of which I have been hon-
- oured by an_invitation to zddress you)
is chiefly occupied.  If you. were fo
‘yvead one of the many pamphlels ou
the Leagne’s work yon would, I think,
be surprised at the number of tasks
with which the League has been en-
trasted, and at their wide scope—for
the League’s work is universal, and
not merely European, as some people
think,

" There is, however, one work of the
"League in which everyone may be ex-
pected to take some interest, and that
js,:. what it does to prevent war; and
first let me refer to what the League
means to Britain, to which, of all coun-

* iries, peace must remain the supreme
political interest.

THE ATIITUDE OF BRITAIN.

T the last Assembly of the League,
jn September, the Foreign Minis-
ter of Great Britain, Sir Austen Cham-
herlain, after consmlfation with the re.
presentatives of the other parts of the
British Empire, said: '*We base our
whole policy on the League of Na-
tions.” ~ ‘I'his, or similar declarations,
have often been made by the British
Government, Moreover, not only the
present Conservative Government of
Great Britain, but a Labour or Liberal
Government would certainly say the
same.

Now the British Government has al-

y HE League of Natiotts, 46 -

! wh ‘all - the |
Gtates of the world De-

“long, does many things|.

it that when it declarés that it 3s
ont the Leagne of Nations that it bases
its whole  policy and the security of
the vast interests it has.in its charge,
it thinks that it is not building on
sand, What does this profession
mean? It means, essentially, that we
‘see in the League system a better
means of keeping the peace than in
the old systems, such as alliances, The
kertiel of the new system is this: that
wlen & threat of war arises, the Coun-
cil of the League of Nations shall, on
the demand of any one member of
the League, meet in order to aitempi
to effect a settlement, This Council
is a body which has a right to be
heard in such a case because on it
sit ihe wrepresentatives—usually the
Foreign Ministers themselves—of the
great Powers, except, of course; those
two which still remain outside the
TLeagne of Nations—tlie United States
and the Soviet Union—and also.repre-

sentatives of smaller countries. In
the face of so representative a body a

State which desires to go to war finds
itself condemned by the general
opinion of the world, and that is a
thing which no nation, however strong,
can lghily challenge. Experience
shows that evem if, in a given crisis,
one or two countries wonld be glad
to see war break out, the great major-
ity desires peace to be maintained.
The problem is how to make this de-
sire effective, and, by forcing the na-
tions to confer, the League’s machin-
ery makes possible, to an extent nn-
known before, the mobilisation of those
forces working for peace. In 1014 Sir
Tdward Grey iried to anticipate the

League systetn: he asked for a confer-

peace because through it the barriers o
" Another force working definitel
Nations and listeners from 2YA
thing of the League’s work from a New Zealander on
V. Wilson. The main points of this address are here reproduced. -

ways 'hz‘td thie 'reputati‘oﬁ of being.
realistic in politics,  and we may take|

- and Bulgaria.
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ence of the great Powers, “hut then
there was no obligation to comfer, -

A PRACTICAL TEST. -

'EHIS system has been put to the test
) more than once. The Iatest
example ocenrred two years ago when,
owing to a frontier incident, hostilities
had actnally broken ont between Greece
A telegram from the
Bulgarian Government to the Secre-
tary-General of the Leagne of Nations,
asking for a meeting of the Council,
was received at Geuneva about' 6 o’clock
one Monday morning.  Within three
days the Council met. The conflict,
was stopped and separations were
exacted from and paid by the nation
which was judged to have been in the
wirong. ‘Things would not always
work as stoothly as this, but such
were the facts in this case.

UL often, as we know, there is
tension between countries for a
long time before there is any threat
of war., Can nothing be done to re-
lieve this temsiom Dbefore war looms
near? The situation, too, is provided
for in the Covenant of the League of
Nations, which declares that it is the
friendly right of any member to bring
before the Council any circumstances
whatever which threatens to disturb
the peace of the good understanding
between mnations on which peace d.
pends. This “friendly right” has beex
used many times, with good results.
Many gathering storms have been dis-
persed Ly early reference of a dispute
to the Council, which has been able to
use its conciliatory influence.,  The
most tecent case is that of a quarrel
between Poland and Lithuania, dealt
with by the Conncil at its regular three-
monihly meecting last December. By
the way, lest it be thought that be-
cause mneither of these countries is a
great Power the dispuie itself was of

" Radio broadcasting undoubtedly takes a high place as a definite factor in world ..
£ distance and misunderstandings are reduced.
y and objectively te the same end is the League of -
“were recently afforded the opportunity of learning some-
its permanent secretariat, Mr. J.

small moment, it may be as well to

might easily have involved . Germany,
‘the  Soviet: Tnion, and other Powers.
One might say, ‘“Ves, the League is
helpful if conntries use it, but what
of the Great Powers who warn the
Ieague off when they themselyes have
a quarrel?”? This “hands off”. atti-
tude is certainly not infrequent, but
it will not wholly disappear even when
the League acquires that fall autbority
to which it is tending, because in a
given dispute it will always be a mat-
ter of opinion whether a settlement
could best be obtained directly through
diplomacy, or by a full international
discussion through the ILeague. But
when a dispute becomes really grave,

coticeivable that even at the -present
stage of the League’s development it
should not be referred to the Council,
whether it affected a great Powet -or
a small Power. o

IS THERE CO-OPERATION?

SO far Y have been dealing with the

League’s methods of action in
crises. Now, people may admit that
the new methods are better than the
old, but, as methods and machinery
arc not everything, will feel that mno
real progress has been made be-
canse of a supposed absence of the
spirit of co-operation. This objection
certainly has weight. Nations have not
vet acquired full confidence i1 one an-
other, and ‘it is well to realise that the
growth of this confidence—the sole sure
basis of peace—will take tfime. Take
the present concrete problem of the
reduction of armaments, Manv nations
{Great Britain amongst them) desire.
both for reasoms of economy asud for
reasons of policy, a hig reduction of
armaments, and, above afl, the cessa-
tion of intermational competition in
armaments. ‘L'he problem is approach-
ing a critical stage, and you will see
from the papers that preparations (in
which von are taking part, not only
as members of the Ieague, but the
powers outside the Leagne—such as the

say that if it had been aggravated. it

or war seems imminent, it seems in-

ations as a Factor in

-

TUnited States and the Soviet Union), :
are being made for a first conference.

on the reduction of armaments. It is.

possible “that such a conference will

achieve little more than a general: e .

tation, and slight lowering of the pre- !
8

| sent scale of armaments, : Vet ey

slight reduction voluntarily agreed” to
by all nations will be a gain, and will

tend to create that mutual confidenice .
_witch will make further and bigger re-

ductions possible. In a way, the sue--
cess of the leagne in any one of -its
works is 2 thermometer which registers
the degree of the world’s willingness to
co-operate. Sometimes the mercury
monnts fairly high, sometimes it drops
near to zero; tle simile is not - perfect,
because the league thermometer itself
helps to raise the temperature, The
Geneva atmosphere, of which a good
deal—perhaps toco much—is said, Thas -
tielped to solve many tough problems,
hnt it is nothing miraculous, ‘it merely
means the spirit of mutual anderstand-
ing and compromise, which we have
long known in evervday life, but are
slow to believe to beé applicable to in-
ternational affairs. ‘This readjustment
of opinion is taking place more quick-
* in some countries than in others, and
the fact that the leagne works with

‘growing success in so many fields is

assisting it. Tf vou read attenitively the
newspaper reports of the work of the
League, even if vou read nio more, you

will, T think, come to feel that the

T.eadue has salvaged much of what has
good in the aims of those who fought;
and when von think in terms of prac-
tical politics of what the alternatives
are to the nrogramme of co-operation,
which the Leacue scts farth, von will
nerhans. feel less anrprise that the Tend-
ing statesmen of ihis Wmnire shonld de-
oare that thee baes their whols poticy
on the. T.eaone: von will realise that
the T.eacome has alreade achieved mneh,
anw. wivent popular interest, will achieve
more.

'I HOPE 1 have helped to show the

- prog.essive mature of the League’s
arowth, and to correct the common idea
that it is an orgenisation maintained at
huge expense to announce to the world
that there can be no more war. To pre-
vent war is indeed the principal aim of
the League, but the League makes no
prophecies—it merely works.. Tts costy
by the way. to the people of New Zear
land, is 14d. per head per year.

T
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Daylight Saving and Other Points.

N. Cole Baker (Port Waikato): I
send my comment on Sidey ‘I'ime,
{hough aware that 1 awm rather Iate
in doing so. Frow the point of view
of the farmer (not dairying), T Jook
at it in the following ways. {1) For
working hours, we have always worked
fv the sun and continue to do so.
(2) On holidays it s a decided advan-
tage in town to get to shops, banks,

. etc., an hour earher, to country people,
who are habitnally carly risexs, A
great deal of titge seems wasted in
the city on a smummer moruing.  When
travelling, especially by ear, ¥ou can
get on the road earlier, when travelling
i3 most pleasant, as the- hotels  will
give yon a meal carlier, aud garages
are open, etc. - () Yor the radio, We
miss all the children's sessions and

ponmT T
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1be found in average

most of the news session, and in mid-
summer, the first hour from the more
distant stations. (I don’t agree with
those who complain of missing ithe
Aussie stations, as they can sit up if
they want io.) Fowever, gonsidering
the decided advanteges of Summer
Tine, I think the transmission hours
should be put ofl an hour, and the
same applies to all indoor enteriain-
ments, as there is no benefit to ithe
Lealth of the people to let indoor work-
ors out an hour carlier and then in-
vite them in again to pictufes or radio
when it is still daglight.

Now for the programmmes. They are
good, and are iwproving, but 1 am
afraid the 1YA ‘Trio are not making
friends as they should, That they
are good musicians, and play high-
class music, there is no doubt, but
we require eduncation, and they must
fead us up gradually. My own stan-
dard, which, 1 think, is fairly repre-
sentative, includes  such works  ‘as.
Bragas’ Serenata, Henry VIIL Classics
((GGerman) ; Intermezzo favaleria Rus-
ticana,”  “Tanst Overture” (Counod) ,
“Spring  Song," “3lelody in LI,
aBrogklet’s Tale” (Jurgmann); “Ro-
mance”  (Spendsen), “Ta ’aloma,”
“flge  Danube Waltz,}t  ete,  The
point is that, as loudspeakers ‘are to
¢ homes, yon must
supply them with music’ which sontids
natural in that sciting, -otherwise it
has a “cannnd”? effect, and’  not all
music “eans” well, though, some does,
as, for instance, a brass band  abvays
goes well on- gramophoue or radin,

sp P (Rotorua) writes: ‘‘Bince re-
porting my reception of KGER, Long
beach, Californiz, I have veceived con-
firmation from that station, A1l eX-
tract fronw the leiter reads, “We check-
¢d over our prograpumes of the past
and fonnid your reception wns coxrect,
and I am enclosing one of our own
KGHER verification  stamps. KGER
is. operating on dnly 100 watts.” T
have received verification of reception
from many American stations, but look
npon the receiving of KGER as my
Dest effort on the normal wave band.
lad the station DLeen heard only the
once, I would not have decunted it _as
[ .weh, but I can rely upon receiving
hie station under average good condi-
| ioms. At times, now that the days

e drawing in,” KGER comes through
it fair speaker strengtl,  Of course,

"
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cence, amndmany people mnst

Jdength of time,

ander the same conditions, KFON,
Longbeach, California, is guite  as
strong as SYA.  In passiug, I heard
KEFON ammonnce just recently that they
have received permission and are in-
creasing power to 1500 walts.  In that
case, they should be reccived in most
parts of New Zealand at respectable
strength.  The American stations are
now thick on my dials. Thirty-seven
have been heard during the past two
weeks,
High Brove Taste Growing,

Workaday  (Christchnreh) : Despite
what all the ‘‘lowbrow’ peuple wmay
say, i there is one thing Y
Broadeasting Company deserves credit
for it is the standard which has been
set in regard to music. 1t will be a
sorry day for broadeasting when the
powers that he agree. to cater for the
wishes of ouly the lowbrows. T am.not
a highbrow nor a Jowbrow--1 am just
between the two in regard fo music,
with an inclination of late to qualily as
a highhrow. I bave heen a consistent
listener for a long while, and I am
proud to say that ‘T havé now a keen-
e appreciation of what is good music.
So~ must anvone who listens in to any
extent. Judging from my own experi-
be like
me, broadeasting must mean a’ great
revival i music, that is, of course, if
it i3 taken {ull advaniage of by all Joy-
ers of music, There is 1o greater med-
ium for the intellectual and artistic up-
lift of the nation than this modern mir-
acle of radio Dbroadeasting, whicly takes
the Dest” of the world’s ‘music_right
into the homes of the people. Masic,
snel as the  lowbrow  corresporidents
want, would have a debasing effect on
the peoplé.. ‘There are enough “in-
fluences in that direction atready. Such
fowhrows - are nat obliged  to renew
their licenses. “They are really so few
that the Broadcasting Company would
never miss the loss of their license
fees. .

Length of Sermeons.

Cashmere (Christehurell) @ 1 noted in

this issue of the *‘Rudio Record” that |

Trofezgsor  Shelley, of Christehurch,
speaking with reference 1o the length
of lectures, said that the average per-
son could not listen to a lecture over
the wireless f{or longer than a quarter
of an lhour, and take it in, I hope this
remark will meet the eve of all chureh
ministers, and that they will restrict
their sermons to somewliere near that
On Sunday  evening
there was a sermon that must have
gone a full 25 minutes—ten minutes too
fong to please radio listeners, whatever
zay have been the effect on the congre-
gation. Jt is worth while for preachers

1 to cater for their unseen andience more

than they do. They should also talk
more into the microphone.

Radio in Napier,
I read Dr. Zicle’s  article

in  this

week’s issue with mucll interest, and if |

it was not for these howlers radio re-
ception woulld be very good here sow.
The Australian stations are nearly all
coming in lLiere as Jond as Wellington,
and last evening 2BI, and 2FC swere
roaring in at 830 N.Z8F,  The chil-
dren's session was plainly heard from

that . the |

T,ast evening while listening to a
talk on “Politics and the Fnmour of
it from 2YA, I was surprised to hear
a man’s voice talking very quickly
and almost as loud as the speaker at
2vA. I could not understand what
(his new voice was saving, as it cer-
tainly did not sound English to me.
Could vou or any reader who may
have heard this tell me the location
of this strange station. The timne was
about ©® o'ctock, and the voice was
heard during other items as well.
am very curions o know what station
it was.

ICs relay of 2L,0O came in lhere
wonderinlly well lasi weelk, as well as
9BL, 2GB, 8LO, 3AR, 10G and 2KY.
T heard 5CL, Adelaide for the first timic
tast weelk. The Aussies are good to
listen to, as there is no fading. 1
had a new Anssie station last night,
but could mnot lLiear the announcement,
as siatic was rather bad. T think it
was 20W, KFON can be heard every
cvetiing nntil about 9.34, but {ades very
badly. . .

T think 87C is a wonderful little sta-
tion, .as he comes in: here very clearly
and’ does not dade, -~ $¥Ais as. loud

evening now, . Listeners here will be
olad when Daylight Saving ~eomes  to
an end; as there will be no need to
sit ap late for Aussie stations, and TYA
and 3YA will come in hetter also, as
hey arc ndt very good until dask.
“The progfammes from New Zealand
stations aré all (hat can be desired,
but listeners would like to liear orches-
tral - mdsic from 2¥A.  Could not 2
stndio orchestra be formed and one or
fwo of the big picture thealires be re-
layed. = ‘This- wonld be very acceptable
of singing. I have not heard Mr, A.
A, Crump and Mr, Barrett and several
other clarinet soloists for a long time,
Wounld like to heat a few more clarinet
solos, as they are  good and come
through well.

OV A's afternon sessiong are alwavs
wood, as there is no fading and mo
static in the afternoon.

Are the Gishorne and Dalmerston
worth Radio Societies  broadeasting
pow, as I have never heard them? and
i 87¢ comes in so well I think they
conld he heard here,

Tle set I nse is a S-valve, and I
am more than pleased with the results
obtained in this recent hot weather.

Tn conclusion, T hope that something
will be done to stop howlers in this

as Wallington in the latter part of the.

as well as a change from the excessi

district and also that 2¥A will put
on orchestral music in its evening ses-
sions. 1 hope to hear who the sta-
tion is on 2¥A’s wave-length.

News from 2YA on Sitent Day.

o istener-in”?  (Ohakune).—When I

suggested a mew hour on Wednesday

from 2YA, now silent on that day, I suw
1o reason why this shonld compel the
staff 1o work seven days weekly, and
althongh I snderstand little about the
running of a broadcasting station, T
think - if it could he arranged to broad-
cast the news on that day the extra
cost wonld be far more than balanced
by the great benefit to farmers. Your
correspondent. from Bay of Islands cai-
not get 2VA in daylight, so he.does not
want the -other: listeners to get in on
him. Sour grapes, ‘s it not?

2YA’s Reception,

T’ 'J. Shanley (Wanganui).—In last
week's “Record” vou asked for a re-
pott of - your transmission, With  the
exception - of the “Maori” night and
the 20th, 21st, 22nd, and 23rd of tlhis
month, 2¥YA has not been clear; there
being. quite a blurred effect. . There is
guite: a striking, contrast when . turn-
ing - over to 2RL {Sydney), where
the signals come through as clear as
erystal. I am quite sure that. with
voecal items and. speech that.the artists
are too mear the ‘‘mike.”” We have
found that the artist with a smaller
voice comes through much clearer., The
Symons-Iilwood trios . come through
well, and are a treat. The bhand items
conme through well, as theyv are at the
end of the stndio (I was through it at
the New Year). Mr. Havwood’s man-
doline solos the first two weeks were
verv good, bat' of Iate it has heent a
piatio solo, with mandotine accompant-
ment, which is not fair to the’ artist,
wlo is good on the instrmment, This
remark applies the same to other att.
ists where the piano is too-lond, Yon
will pardon my plain rematks. I like
2YA very well, and it is only with the
hope that vour broadeast may he everl
petter that these lines are written.

[¥f von get 2BI, clearly, iz fhere any
chance of your set being overloaded for
2vA-Td.]

[

A NS\VERS TO CORRESPONDENCE.

@38  (Dannevirke).—The partica-
Jars of the station are so meagre as
to render its identification impossible.

2BL.
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