
Maori Pageant a Great Success
re ene

BUDGET OF LISTENERS’ VIEWS
From the numerous congratulatory letters received
in connection with the Maori Pageant broadcast it is
possible only to select a few for reproduction. All,without exception, admire the harmony and balancedwork of the party and not a few express the desire fér
"more."

Special School, Otekaike.
Kindly pass this message to the people of my race who per-
formed and took part in the Maori Pageant commemorating the
signing of the Treaty of Waitangi:
To my people of the Maori race who performed and took
part in commemorating the signing of the Treaty ef Waitangi,‘I highly congratulate you all for the wonderful perform-
ance you have made in staging this great event. I am onty
sorry that I was not there in person to see you personally
but as it is, thanks to the Radio Broadcasting Company of New
Zealand, I was able to hear and follow your every word and
movement with a receiving set. I am very proud of youal. Heoi ra kia Ova katoa koutor.
Station 2YA, I congratulate you, too, for the wonderful
services you rendered in broadcasting the Maori Pageant.
Although we were slightly troubled with signals fading, I
assure you my friends and I thoroughly enjoyed. every item
broadcast by 2YA both on the 6th and the 7th of February,1928. I thank you-I am

Yours sincerely,HORI HEREW INI NGARAE.
The Welcome Home.

A COMPREHENSIVE letter receiv-eé from Wanganui states that
great enthusiasm obtained in that city
im connection with the broadcast, and
most of the citizens appear to have
been listening in. ‘The radio dealersof the town were alive to the oppor-tunity, and many had their sets going,with the result that the streets nearby
were crowded with enthusiastic listen-
ers. Private sets with loudspeakers
were besieged with visitors, so that as
an outcome everybody on the days fol-
lowing was talking about the broadcast
with hearty approbation.
_
‘fhe appreciation of the citizens of
part played by the Maori party wasindicated by the fact that a welcome
home was extended by the Mayor.
(here was a large crowd to meet the
teturning party. After the welcoming
speeches had been made and acknow-
ledged, the famous chorus ‘‘Haere,
Haere ra e Hine’? was given, and wasmuch enjoyed by the crowd. ‘The
party,’"’ says one account, ‘‘seems nowto be almost as famous as the Wanga-nui Garrison band in its palmy days."
Oid Country Appreciation. :

$6AS a visitor from the Old Country,"tuns another letter, ‘I thought I
‘would just like to write and say howmuch we enjoyed the Maori programme
presented on Monday evening. We lis-
tened-in on a neighbouring farm wherethey had a five-yalve set. The transmis-
sion was perfect, and I considered the
melody and part singing extremelv
good and very interesting. I congratu-
late the party, one and all, for the
good time they gave us."
‘Iunpressive and Selemn."’

Juco. H. North (Pukehuia, N. Wai-rao’: I feel it my duty to write to you
and ask you if you will kindly conveyto the Maori party, who so wonderfully
and ably performed last evening our
high appreciation of their musical tal-ent and speeches. Friends and myself
were listening in on an American set.
‘the reception here was as clear as a
crystal. We are a distance of about
120 miles from Auckland City, and liv-
ing alongside the Kaipara Harbour on
a very high hill. We could distinctlyhear the tap of the pois 20 to 30 yards
away. The Memorial Hymn was deep-
ly impressive and solemn. I myself
was at one time a missionary among
the Maoris, so could clearly picture to
myself the various hakas, etc.
Distant Maoris Listen In,

S. Caird (Ruapaka Island, via Bluff):I am writing to let you know that we

heard and much appreciated the Maoriconcert that was broadcast from Wel-
lington on Monday and Tuesday nights.We listened both evenings, but the first
evening’s reception was muuch better.live Natives (Maoris) on this island
came along to my house to listen, and
they were delighted to hear Maoriitems so clear.
West Coast Admiration.

M.B.C. (Greymiouth}-As far as.
Greymouth listeners are concerned, Ihave interviewed many, who considerthe effort an unbounded success. The
blending or harmonising was beauti-.ful, so much so that I listened-in againon the second night until the finale.The programme was next-door to per-.
fect, with the exception of slight fading from 11.30 p.m. to about 12.15;‘but, putting everything aside, Wel-
lington (or 2YA} paves the way in allcases of amusement on the air. 1
highly commend the Maori companyfor their excellent programme, end |

hope to hear more of our Native race.
Greatly Appreciated.

|A. Hunter (Richmond).-I wish to.
thank, as well as congratulate, you on.the success of the "Treaty of Wai-
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fangi’’ concert. So far as I am con-
cerned, it is by far the most satisfy.ing entertainment I have heard over.the air. I sincerely trust that it willnot be the last of its kind. Such
material as that concert contained

|

must be of enermous educational value.It may interest vou to know I am the
master of a home for oh? ,eople. Asthe result of public subscriptions I ob-
tained a set. ‘Iwo speakers are al-
ways in operation in different partsof the home, ‘fhe inmates and staff
consider the radio prg@grammes have
improved very much during the past
few months, Of course, old folks like
old-time material. Wishing you con-tinued success in the production ofsuch programmes as your pakeha-
Maori concert.

Congratulations.
Charles EX. Wheeler (Wellington) .-
As it is usually only the complainingcritic who writes letters, I thought it
but reasonable to express my views
on last night’s Maori pageant. You
seem to have happily mastered the tech-
nique of utilising the microphone _ toput over the right atmosphere. The
programme was, to my mind, well or-
ganised, well balanced, and it was a
good feature that it kept going with-out delays. The strict time limits
enabled ample variety to be given, andthe items appealed to me as providinga fine blend of entertainment, with a
good deal of interesting itistruction,
Congratulations to 2YA, and thanksto the excellent performers.
One of the Finest Yet.

G. S. Simmons (Hamilton): I shouldlike to express my appreciation of your
broadcast of the Maori pageant, Ithink it is one of the finest prograinmes
sent out from the New Zealand sta-
tions.
T am using a home-made two-valver,

:

from you direct without resorting to
1YA. Both 1YA and 3¥A had a back
ground, due ng doubt to the rebroad
casting. Hoping for some more pro
grammes like this one.

Give Us More!
H.C. (Auckland) : I would like to ex
press my deep appreciation of the relayof Maori pageant on Monday aud "[ues
days evenings this week. I was de
lighted with the entertainment both
evenings, more especially the latter, as
‘numerous friends came and: were also
delighted. I think the managementwould do well to consider the exploita‘tion of Maori talent, for it would ‘be, in
ceiyed.
my opinion, a great asset and well re
Transmission Great.

A Really Satisfied Listener (Milton):I must write and thank you and theMaori party for the really splendid pro
gramme that has been put on the air
‘to-night. I was not able to listen in
‘last night, so waited up to-night, andit has been every bit worth while. The
_transmission has been a great treat,
-there heing practically no fading andvery little static. I am using a sixvalve single conti. Wishing you
every success, and again thanking
you,
Perfect Transmission.

W.C. (Gonville): I have just finished
listening to your Maori pageant broad
east, and I feel that I must write to
you to congratulate you upon thistransmission more especially. It was
an unprecedented success from start to
finish, and I ain sure has been appreciated throughout the length and breadthof the country. It was simply wonderful-more especially to one who has at
different times heard and seen almost
every item performed,® not once, but
many times. I feel sure that you will
receive many requests in future forMaori items, especially by those to
whom the performance has been a noy
elty. Reception was perfect. It was a
wonderfully conceived idea, superblyearried out.

Praise for Stations.
S. W. Strong (Gisborne): The Maori
performers deserve much credit for
the quality and cxcellence of their items
on the Waitangi Anniversary, Further,the four B.C, stations also deserve con
gratulations on the manner of their
trausniissions.
Reception strengths were as follow :-

—S. P. Andrew, photo.MR. O. KITSON,
to whose training and conductor
ship of the party much of their
success was due.
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Tuesday.
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11 p.m. 12.30.
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TO DO OR NOT TO DO-_
THE DEMONSTRATION
PROBLEM

AN INGENIOUS PLAN.
An American radio company managerStates:
When a prospective buyer comes intoour store and asks for a demonstration,cur first move is to ascertain whether
he is sincere and really intends to buy,provided the set suits him, or whetherhe is just another professional demon-
stration hound. It is not always pos-sible to tell the one from the other
by sight or from the preliminary con-vetsation. If it were, the "profes-sional" could be disposed of very quick-ly. Here is a system we use which has
proven very effective and which does not
‘Offend the real buyer.We agree with the prospect that ademonstration is a fine thing. Then we
explain to him that we have everyfaith in the set that we sell. We im-
press him with the fact that that is the
reason we handle the makes of sets
which he sees before him. We further
stress the fact that we will put ourset up against any other make sold inthis city and let him be the judge.Then we spring the real punch to ourlittle idea.
DEMONSTRATE COMPETING SETS.
We tell him that the only way to
compare sets is to have them all to-
gether in the same place, on the same
night, and to tune them in on the same
station, one after the other, then he
can decide on the spot which is theset to buy. At no time do we act as‘if we didn’t want to demonstrate our
‘Set; on the contrary, we make it plainthat we do want to demonstrate, but‘in competition with the other makes sold‘in this city.
After we have elalorated on the neces-
sity of trying out the different sets on
the same evening, we state that anytime that will suit our competitors will
also suit us. We urge him to go to
the other dealers whose sets he is in-
terested in and find out when they can
give him a demonstration; then if hewill let us know ahead of time we will
be on deck too, with our set, readyfor the test and demonstration,
The result of this offer is that the
demonstration ‘nuisance’ is scated
away, never to return. The sincere
Prospect comes back and in many in-stances we sell a set, frequently with-out the comparative demonstration test.
At no stage of the gaine have we offend-ed the prospect or even told him thatwe won’t make a demonstration.On the contrary, we have jumped atthe chance to make a demonstration,and under the most trying vonditions,This little stunt has sayed our company
countless hours of valuable time and
hundreds of dollars,

GOOD MUSIC
ooo

ARE PROGRAMMES TOO
HIGH-BROW?

LISTENERS’ COMMENTS

"I have never been a lover of
really good music, nor a lover of
jazz, but I am just beginning te
appreciate

what gcod music really
is,

An Auckland correspondent makesthis remark after praising vety highly
a recent programme from 1YA-‘the
hest I have ever heard from any sta-
tion, and I have been a a consistent
listener for three years," he says. His
remark is apropos to criticism by a few
people who declare that the programmes
from the stations are too "highbrow."
The writer of the letter from which. we
take the extra:.t appearing above also
adinitted that he had been a very keen
critic of the so-called "highbrow" music
broadcast, so his acknowledgment of
the enjoyment he now derives, owing
to his enhanced ability to appreciate
good music, is all the more interesting.
There is in what he says something for
ali music lovers to think about. It in
dicates the possibilities of raio broad-
casting.
People are naturally consetvative, and
a new thing is locked at askance, so it
will take some time before radio broad-
casting, like all inventions and discov-
eries, settles into its accepted place in
modern life. Exactly what that place
will be mo one can say. It assuredly
will be a very useful part. The advent
of broadcasting marks the dawn of a
great revival in music. Broadcasting is
here to stay, and that being so, it
‘should be accepted and made the most.
of by everyone in all walks of life. It
is a utility. It can be used to an un-
‘limited extent to educate and enter-
tain. Music lovers must see in broad-
casting a means of helping the great
cause of music. By giving young |

and women the opportunity of hearing
good music, broadcasting will train
‘them in musical taste and appreciation.
‘Incidentally, the health of the people
‘will be improved. Sir Henry Hadow, of
Sheffield, recently referred to the great
physical value of music, its healing
power, its profound emotional influence,
and also its intellectual value , Music,
he said, was a language not only as
beautiful, but as complex, as involved
and closely reasoned as the language of
Shakespeare, and just as worthy of
study, Sir Henry is not the only one
who beats testimony to the great bene-
fits which health derives from singing.
It is universally acknowledged. Broad-
casting, in fostering the loye for music,
is therefore benefiting the health of the
people. No greater medium for the in-
tellectual and artistic uplift of the na-
tion than this modern miracle of radio
broadcasting can be conceived.
In order to obtain the best results,
broadcasting needs the help of every
sincere musician. All municipal au-
thorities, local musical societies, and
leading musicians should join in assist-
ing towards the attainment of a high
standard of music. By utilising radio,
the best music can be brought to thou-
sands of musically starved people, when
only hundreds of musically well-fed
people attend a concert. A band, a
singer, or an instrumentalist playing at
OVA is heard by a great many thousands
of people, but how many would hear
them if the concert were in the Wel-
lington ‘Town Hall? A small percent-
age of those who would hear if the con-
cert were broadcast.
_
Those who are denied good music are
‘denied much of the richness of life.
Musical appreciation and the opportun-
ity to enjoy music will broaden one’s
horizon and brighten the world one
lives in. Education authorities have
long recognised the power of music to
develop and refine human character.
Our own Government has taken a very
advanced step in this direction in the
appointment of a director of music for
the primary schools.
Radio must inevitably become the
most direct, popular, and _ efficient
means of developing the public appre-
ciation of good music, and it is there-
fore essential that the utmost care
should be exercised in supervising the
class of music selected for broadcast-
ing. All good music must haye a re-
fining and elevating influence, but cer-
tain music is apt to have the reyerse
efiect.

PCJJ transmitted a special Beethoven
programme, which was received all over
the world, and was even relayed by
other stations. On March 11, 1927, it
established telephonic communication
with Bandoeng, Java, and on May 31,
1927, Queen Wilhelmina and Princess
Juliana addressed the Dutch Indies
through PCJJ. Finally, on August 14,
1927, the Australian High Commission-
er in London spoke to Australia through
Kindhoven, where the Phillips experi-
mental station was at that time,

The "Howler"
NEED FOR SUPPRES-

SION—
EDUCATION REQUIRED

Dr. Herbert Ziele, an enthusiastic ra-dio listener, of Napier, writes .some-what despondently of troubles in se-
cunug reception because of ‘‘howlers."We publish his letter in full in the
hope that an educatonal campaign maybe embarked upon where necessary, Weadd our comments upon the positionat the end of the doctor’s letter,

_ Sir,-Six years ago I became an en-
thusiastic listener, and although I amjust as Keen as ever I contemplate‘Scrapping several hundred pounds’ ©worth of radio equipment.In the old days when Gisborne,Auckland, etc., were on the air it was
|
possible to have one or two nights aWeek free from interruptions fromhowling valves, but now it is absolutelyimpossible to hear even one item clear-ly in the evening. 1 understand thatfor some time there have been radio
inspectors in the four centres. If thatis correct surely the time has arrivedwhen other towns can be under super-vision. It is a very short-sighted policyon the part of the Government, be-
cause for every set registered they getfive shillings. I can assure you thatthis howling valve nuisance has pre-vented many people in Napier from
purchasing sets. I am frequently asked
by prospective buyers if I would re-
commend their going in for radio, andny reply is, ‘‘That depends upon wherethe set is to be installed. If you pro-
pose residing in one of the four cen-
tres, yes, but if in Napier, no. Will
you call upon me at my house, and IWill demonstrate my set and yon candecide the question after you have heardwhat radio is like."
Not one listener-in, who has been
my guest, has to my knowledge joinedthe ranks of the vast army of "listen-ers-in.’?’ Had the reception been clearon any One night during these yearswhen prospective buyers were presentI am positive (had I been a salesman)I could have sold a set every evening.My outfit is a Golden Leutz silver
ghost, which I believe is equal to anyset on the market. I will say this, thatsometimes in the afternoon, 28A comesin crystal clear, but in the evening itis utterly impossible, and unjess radio
inspectors are sent to Napier to clearthe air from these howling valves Ishall be compelled very much against
my will to quit. Some two years agothe Napier Radio Socicty received acommunication from Wellington askingthis society to nominate two of our
number to act as radio inspectors, Thiswe did at once, and forwarded their
names to Wellington, and up to the
present nothing furthcr has been heard
as to when their duties are to com-
metlice,
Three enthusiastic listeners-in have
erected scts with frame aerials, and
have calibrated the whole of Napier,and on several occasions have with
great accuracy crossed the actual houseof a listener-in who has a set which
cat. be heard howling on every even-ing; but they are powerless to act. ¥
appeal to you through the agency of
your valuable paper to express your
opinion on this all important matter.Listeners who sufier from howling
valves and intcrference on the part ofothers have our fullest sympathy. Willing as the Government Department andofficials may be to co-yperate in this
matter, it is, we think, fairly obviousthat the expense of such a procedureoyer the whole country would be pro-hibitive. It secims to us that this is
-a matter which falls directly within the
sccepe of radio societics and listeners’
leagues. It is to our mind unthinkablethat any listener who has been locatedaid identified as a howler would be
averse to receiving instruction from
those competent to give it as to howhe might rectify the tronble and avoid
being a nuisance to others as well as
to himself. Our correspondent’s letter
does not say whether the particularlistencr specifically referred to has re-
fused to rectify matters, or whether an
attempt has beey made to induce him
to do so. If methods of moral suasion
fail, and it is mecessary to give dulyaccredited representatives of radio so-cieties’ executive power in connectionwith this matter, we think a concerted
effort in that direction to the Govern-
ment would meet with success. We
on our part would certainly advocate
the giving of necessary powerto dulyaccredited representatives of listeners,so that they might prevent objection-able howling on the part of. inefficient
sets.
The Broadcasting Company in itself
suffers from the same nuisance that
many listeners do, and on the occasionof several attempts to rebroadcast
short-wave receptions from overseashas had to acknowledge failure, pri-
marily because of the howling valvenuisance. If listeners themselves will.take this matter in hand vigorously
they can be assured that both the Ra-
dio Broadcasting Company and our-selyes will give every support possibleto effect improyement; but, having re-
gard to the scope of the country andthe cost involved, we are afraid it is
a task beyond the Government or any
Department. Our columns are open forthe views of others on this important
subject.

Dr. J. H. Dellinger, chief of the radio
laboratory of the Bureau of Standards,
U.S.A. before leaving for Europe on a
three months’ tour, sent Canada a piezo
oscillator as a means of checking the
frequencies of its broadcasting stations,
thus avoiding possible radio disputes
between the United States aud Canada.It is now possible to govern the ‘fre-
quency of a broadcasting station towithin a few cycles by use of the piezo-
electric effect,


