
SHORT-WAVE NOTES

A.GOOD WEEK’S WORK
~

_JEDNESDAY MORNING THE
BEST.

Mr F. W. Sellens (Northland,)
writes;
There has been some more English-
American two-way telephony during
the week, but not so good as last re-
ported.
On Saturday afternoon, January 21,
KDKA were relaying some music from
a theatre, but reception was very weak.
REN was heard during the late eyen-ing.DKA was weak again on Sunday
afternoon, 2XAF was also weak just
before closing down at 5.80 p.m., when
they were just audible on the speaker.
8AU, 38AJ, 4AE, and 2AQO of New Zea-
land, and RFN were also heard.
On Monday morning from 7 till 9
a,m., 83L0 Melbourne, on 32 metre, gavetheif usual weekly test programmewhich was excellent speaker strength
and very steady. KDKA was weak at
7 a.m., but after 38L0 closed down,
they were quite good on the speaker.
Drring the evening 2LG, Goulburn,
Victoria, and RFN were both well
received.
Tnesday-both morning and evening,static was too bad for short-wave listen-
ing. I don’t think static is heard so
often on the short-waves as the broad-
cast band, but it makes plenty of noise
when it does come.
At 5,50 a.m. on Wednesday a violin
solo was heard from 5SW, Chelmsford,
at good ’phone strength, then, "Hullo,
QXAD, 5SW calling. You are a littlebit weak and fading a little. . Would
you like another gramophone record?"
The same record was then played again.
This time volume not quite as good.
Reception was quite good, except forshort jerky modulation. ‘‘Hullo 2XAD.
That’s better now! Alright-another re-
eord." ‘Tried 2XAD but could only
get the carrier wave fairly weak. At
6.15 am. 5SW were giving some fig-
ures, but were getting too weak to un-
derstand what they were about.
The queried Dutch station on 42
tmetres was heard again, but modula-
tion still too rongh to hear call. ANE
on 81.96 metres with 2 of audio was
as loud as I get 2YA with crystal, and
1 of audio-some station is ANE. A
xylophone item at 6.38 was very good.
The station calling ‘Au Japanese’? was
also heard call "Alloa-’’ ‘‘Alloa-’’ dif-
ferent foreign names following each
Alloa."
PCJ) started at 6.30 a.m. at weak
*phone strength, and getting weaker as
time went on. A morse station spoilt
reception, At 7.40 a.m. hoth PCJJ and
5SW were only just audible. |

QXAF were tuned in at 5.59 p.m.
broadcasting the St. Buffalo Symphony
Orchestra. ‘They asked for request
items for next week and the week after.
The programme was being broadcast
through four stations-WGY, WDL,
WHA, and WMHA. .

In signing off at 6.40 p.m., the an-
nouncer said: "We are signing off for
the four stations and wish you good
night or good morning, «s the case
may be.’ All was clearly heard on
the speaker.
2LG, Goulburn and ‘An Japanese"
were heard later on in the evening.
On Thursday evening RIN was tuned

in. just. after @VA closed down, wheii
some very fine music was heard, Ontheir first harmonic of 80 metres, re-
ception was also very good, but, of
course, not so loud.
ANE was again on the air on Friday
morning, with their usual gramophotie
programme and talks. Reports were
asked for, to be addressed to ‘Officer|in charge, Radio Service, Bandoeng,
Java, Dutch East Indies." The next
transmission, it was announced, would
be on Saturday, January 28, at 12.40till 14.40 G.M.T. on 17° metres (early
on Sunday morning here).
. PCJJ started their test transmission
at 6.28 a.m, with the Dutch National
Anthem, This, and t@> next item or
two, was fair speaker strength, but
interference by morse spoilt reception.Volume gradually decreased, and at.
7.80 a.m. the carrier wave only was.
audible. The same applied to 5SW,
Chelmsford. After 2YA closed down
on Friday evening, RIN was tuned inand then RCB8, Buenos Ayres washeard talking, fair *phone strength, butnot so clear as he might be, It was
only because his call was repeated
several times, that I was certain whoit was.
I was not up early enough on Satur-
day to hear much of 5SW. At 6.15am. he was talking, but not strong
enough to understand. There wasnot any sign of 2XAD.
Wednesday morning appears to bethe one to get up early for somethingto hear.

|

An Inquiry. |

G. C. MeDiarmid (Hamilton): Your
short-wave column every week is verymuch appreciated. Can any of your
readers tell me the identity of this sta-tion: I got a foreign station last night,
January 20, on about 40 metres. Pick-
ed him up first about 10.45 p.m.;
giving some speech, and _ thenhe announced very slowly, butstatic was so bad that I couldn’t
get the call sign, although he repeatedthe call a good many times. Soundedlike 3 K, and I.conld get the word
tadiotelegraphs once or twice.

Half:an-hour Later.
"Worker" (Newtown) writes: "I ar-
tive home about five every evening andmiss the afternoon sessions. A number
of friends have been talking it over with
me, and they all agree that the half-
hour at the beginning could be easily
placed at the end of the session. Half-
past three, 1 believe, is the conventionaltime for paying social calls, and so
afternoon tea parties would not be in
anv way disturbed. There may be other
difficulties in the way of such an ar-
rangement, but 1 feel sure that the
Proadvast Company, which has always
been agreeable to putting into practice
any reasonable suggestion, will not en-
tirely ignore this mild proposition,"
The Children’s Session,

"V.R." (Kilbirnie) writes: ‘During
tea-lime, mv children are always inter-
ested in their special session, and follow
the storics and birthday greetings eager-
ly. It keeps them quiet, so I have no
fault to find with the wireless accom-
paniment to uy meal. But I may saythat Auntie Dot and Uncle Jasper, withtheir light hanter and jollity, provide
for both aduits and children alike. My
children’s open delight in Uncle Jasper’s
bogus attempts to repeat Auntie Dot’s
‘tongue twisters’? and their glee when
Auntie Dot hecomes so cutting is great
to see. I wish these two every success,
and trust they will continue to carry
on in the same way as they have been
doing."?
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GREAT RESULTS

GOOD AERIAL MAIN_’

SECRET
/

IN FAVOURABLE LOCALITY.
Norman &. Bull (Gisborne) -I
notice on many occasions reports sentin by listeners who have picked up an
odd Americau station or so. I thoughtit may be of interest to readers to
know of the results that are obtained
by the writer in this district.
Gisborne is well suited to recep-
tion and some excellent records have
been put up in this district by Mr.
Ivan O’Meara on short-wave work.
On the broadcast band overseas re-
ception is also remarkable. ‘The writer
lives seyenteen miles out in the coun-
try away from all interference, The
set in use is a single control 6-valve
operating on an aerial 72 feet. high,
On Sunday, January 1, 1928, the fol-
lowing American stations were picked
up from 6.30 p.m. onwards, all on the
loudspeaker with volume that could be
heard, withont exaggeration, 100 yards
from, the loudspeaker. ION was
heard on that evening a quarter of a
mile away. CNRV Vancouver, KON
Long Beach, KEX Portland, Oregon,
KGO San Francisco, WBBM Chicago,
WJBB Florida, WREN Kansas,~ KOA
Denver, ‘Colorado, KI'SD San Diego,
KEJY Iowa, KFWB Los Angeles, KI'I
Los Angeles, KI'WM Oakland, KNRC
Santa Monica, WDAK ‘Tampa, Florida,
KGW Portland, Oregon, KITRC San
T'rancisco, KHQ Spokane, Washington,
WEBH Chicago, KNX Los Angeles,KDKA Pittsburg, (Apparently on high
power, for volume was tremendous).
Last evening, as an experiment, Mr.
Ivan O’Meara and the writer hooked
an 8-valve on the same acrial and
earth. KON was tuned in at 8 p.m.
simultaneously on the two machines,
using two cones, and the volume ob-|
tained was enormous. It was certain
ly impossible to stand alongside the
speakers, and Mr. O’Meara was of the
opinion that it would have been pos
sible to clearly hear it over a milie
away.
WDAE Tampa, Florida, which one
of your correspondents states he heard
recently, can be received hese practic
ally every evening. On the evening
when he was transmitting the ‘Jom
Cat"? concert as meutioned by you, we
had the same station loud enough to
be heard over 100 yards from the
speaker,
land, was present with Mr. O’Meara
at the time. On that evening most
of the above stations mentioned were
picked up and they can vouch for the
results obtained.
Tast Monday week, with Mr.
O’Meara, we tuned in WGY on high
power for a quarter of an hour, Manyof the stations we have written to for
confirmation, Numerous others were
heard at different. times, ali on the
speaker, but we have not troubled to
note then: all, as they are so numcorus.
This letter is written mainly to show
What can be obtained on a good ma
chine using an eflicient aerial away
from all interferences. The tubes
used are all of the tenth ampere type
with 110 volts radio freq. and 135 voltsandio plate potential, using wet B bat
teries. It is not freak reception, for
any night when atmospherics are not
had anywhere up to thirty American
stations can be received on the loud
speaker with good yolume.
Mr. O’Meara’s name is proof of the
authenticity of these statements, of the
strength of the signaJs received anc
the number of stations heard.
As a matter of fact, last evening
KEFON, when broadcasting an orga
recital, was probably 25 per cent. loud.
er in volume than any of the New Zea.
land stations at 7.30 p.m. Modulation
|
was perfect.

Mr. E. R. Boucher, of Auck-

The most nerye-racking ordeal one
can experience nowadays is when en-
deavouring to extract musical enter-
tainment from 40G, Brisbane. ‘This
great station was exceptionally popular
among New Zealand listeners in by-
gone months, but for several weeks
past the Brisbane station has sounded
like a wild-cat fight.
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SPORTING BROADCAST

We have received a letter from a
sporting enthusiast — severely blaming
the Broadcasting Company for not.
paying a money consideration to the
Wellington Racing Club for permis-
sion to broadcast its recent racing
meeting. As we understand the posi-
tion, the question of a money con-
sideration was not the issue in the
Club’s refusal, but rather the idea
that broadcasting affected the Club’s
business.
We have no desire to thrash this
matter which is really a matter for
the club itself, but we mention it
only to invite consideration on the
part of this correspondent of the
fact that there are hundreds of rac-
ing meetings held in New Zealand
throughout the year, and that pay-
ment to one would involve pay-
ment for the same privilege to all
other sports bodies, football blubs,
ete., so creating an impossible posi-
tion, and no fund, however big, could
stand the drain. This assumes, too,
that the Broadcasting Company is
in the position (which is not
the case) to pay for the
news which the newspapers receive
free of charge, and indeed with every
facility placed at their disposal for
the collection of same. Our whole
public atmosphere has been built on
the principle that "news’’ is free,
and we can see no reason why a dif-
ferent principle should be introduced
in Broadcasting.
Consideration of these points will,
we think, show that the Broadcasting
Company has taken the only possible
stand in offering to broadcast race
and sporting results freely where per-
mission is given by the authorities
concerned. In the absence of that
permission, the Broadcasting Com-
pany does not wish to obtrude into a
field where it is not wanted, but it
stands ready to give the public the
service the public desires. By -so
doing it can render a service greater
than any individual newspaper, andit is for the public and the people
‘concerned to say whether that ser-
vice is desired. The revenue of the
Company is amply taxed in providing
the distributive broadcasting service
and the payment of the artist’s em-
ployed.

Our Mail Bag
_ Gramophone Items Appreciated.
"Tiffin"? (Island Bay) writes: "My
family and I enjoy the afternoon gramo-
phone sessions from 2YA more than
we do most of the evening sessions. The
world’s best artists and orchestras,after all, are on quite a different planefrom that of our own amateurish per-formers. Most of New Zealand’s pre-mier artists leave the country. as soon
as they can. Without prejudice, Imight suggest that just a little more
trouble might be given to the choiceof the items. Popular numbers are
quite all right, but when they are ‘popu-
lar numbers’ of the previous year they
are apt to lose much of their interest.
For instance, when I hear a new record-a good one-TI promptly mail an order
for one, but these old ‘done-to-death’items prove only irksome to the listen-
ers. I see 110 reason why records
should not find a place in the usual
concert sessions-no one can deny that
they are quite as clear over the air as
the ordinary studio broadcasts. Care-ful choic2, should, however, be given
to the same.
No More Sidey Time.

W. N. McNabb (Greymouth) writes:
"Radio reception in this district has
been vile until 9.80 p m., and somietimes
later than that. If Mr. Sidey was here
lie might alter his views on daylight
saving. ‘The average farmer rises be-
tween 4.30 a.m. and 5.30 a.m. What
use is radio to him? He has to go to
bed earlv; he can’t be up until 10 p.m.
every night for his enjoyment. I, for
one, will be glad when winter comes
for the sake of radio. I certainly don’t
want ‘Sidey time’ next year, and I
think many country listeners will agree
with me."
Wirth’s Broadcast Appreciated.
"Molly S." (Wairarapa) writes :-
"Last Saturday week my family and
myself listened to the Wirths’ Circus
relay from 2YA, and I can safely saythat a more original and entertaining
performance has not been broadcast
from any other station in Australasia.
Up here in the country, miles from any
big town, we find it hard to take the
kiddies to see these rare pleasures,
and now, through the medium of radio
and an excellent staff at 2YA, we had
the circus in our own house. It’s
years since I saw one myself, and,
though I thoroughly enoyed both the
children’s and adults’ sessions, my de-
light was nothing to that of my child-
ren. Indeed, Auntie Dot and Uncle
Jasper seem to be gifted with the ad-
mirable art of seeing life with the eyes
of a’ child. They described the ani-
mals and the scene before them ‘so
vividly that I was brought back to the
sawdust ting of many years ago, and
was wandering from cage to cage view-
ing the animals with them. We are
indeed lucky to have such entertain-
ers at our big station."
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