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_ “Cheerio,” said Blinks loudly, giv- “Apainst  Derbyshire, Dacre, it a = = 2% | make surg of getting the oil wirich was [ on the preparedness question. I was
ing -the-oldest member a hearty slep | brilliant Innings, made 176 in two believed to exist in Arabia., Concessions | rather impressed with what he said.’? |

on. the back, as he entered the X club
after a particularly successful day.

“Cheerio yourself and be damued to
you,™* said the oldest member irritably.
“Po you think I'm made of iron to
come digging me abont Hke that?
There's: nothing to be cheerio-ing
about, anyway. What with Coates giv~
ing io to the wowsers, we won’t be
able to get 2 drink here soon. A pretty
pass things are coming fo, anyway.
When I was young, sir . . .»

“Yet’s have a drink nmow,” interpos-
ed Blinks hurriedly, fearing a lengthy
story of those ““early days’> about which
ihe oldest member loved to dilate.
“Vou're not the only oze with worries.
Here’s e, gone to a new place ont at
the Hutt, and what do I find? Before
I can erect my wireless aerial I have
to subinit drawings to the borough en-
gineer—and : then pay five bob for a
permit,”? : .

I'd make you wireless bugs pay: five

ounds a permit,” said the oldest mem-

et, :

“Jt jsn’t the five bob so much,” said
Blinks, “for I don’t intenrd to let them
biuff me into parting up with that. I
used to get a liearty ‘six’ from our
drawing teaclhier about tliree times a
sveek, because I couldn’t draw . two
strafght lines, What a glorious mioral
she counld find in this. I guess when
the engineer gefs my plan, he wor’t
krow which is the aerfal and which is
the house. .

“It’s a most ridiculous thing, any-
way,”’ said Larton, who had- just drift-
ed in, ““anid they can’t enforce the pay-
went of the five shillings, because the
Ycentse you get gives you permissiont to
erect anm gerial. These local bodies
round Wellington seemi to have gome
mad with their little taxes—and now
they’re trying to get another ten hob
a vear out of us for using the Futt
Road. It isn’t cricket.”

N.Z. BATTING STANDARD.

“My impression of the New Zealand
feam's play is thar ouwr balling is quite
up fo the class of the best county sides.
The bowling, tlhough lacking any great
star, was almost as good as an amatcur
side could be expected to have, but onr
Relding showed lack of expericnce”

MR. LOWRY,
Captain N.Z. Cricketers.

"“Talking of cricket,”” said Blinks,
*it seemis that Mr. Lowry, captain of
the New Zcaland team, is a better
cricketer than spealker.”

‘How's that?'’ guecried Larton.

“They wanted him to give an ad-
dress on their experiences from QVA,
but instead he wrote one, and got
them to give it from the station.”

“Was it a2 good review?” said the
oldest member, takiug an interest in
the wireless conversation for the first
time.

“Yes, very fair,”’ said Blinks. “Tlicy
seemed to have been dogged by the
weather right from the time they left
until they got back. Lven in Sydney,
and in Wellington on their return, the
weather interfered wilth the  games.
Trom carly June until the middle of
Aungust most of their time was spent
sitting in pavilions gazing at flooded
and semi-flooded playing fields. They
played at Birmingbam tem days after
a tremendous eloudhurst, during which
an iron fence on the ground was torn
up for 100 yards in twe places, and
marks on tlre pavilion showed that
thiere had been thyee feet of water on
the wicket. At Bradford and Manches-
ter the same conditions held good, and {
in Scotland {hings, if anything, were
worse.”’

“No wonder the four wasn'l a finan-
cial success {hien,” said Larton,

“It wasn’t bad all the time, of
countse,” said  Blinks, “Thev thad
three good days against Surrey, where
Hohbhs delirhted them with a tvpieal
Holibs® centurv. At Canlerhury T'rank
Woollev  delielided them with two
splendid knocks, 60 in the first in-
#ings and a century in {he second.
Mr. Lowry said that these two in-
nines were perfect for soundness and
brilliance, and-were exestlent examples
of how a left-hander should plav the

ame.!’

“Which @id Dhe reckon the Dest
feamr thev met during the tour?”
greried Harrison, who bad just entered
the little circle,

“Kent. Thev made their runs more
freely than other sides in Tngland,
They were also very interested in ibeir
games asainst the 'Varsities, for the
plavers there were all amateurs—youttg
men  with little more exnerience than
the members of {Tie New Zealand team,
Oxford was slishtle hetter fhan them,
mainly because of the fieldipe, which
was superior to that of the New Zea-
fand team, W, Lowrv said i was
ohvious thal New Zealaud could never
Hope to bheat internatiotal teams until
their fieldine had improved.”

“Ilhiev had some urettv hrilliamt bats-
tmen, thoueh,” said Harrison,

“Yes, and he gave some instances
of gond Datting feats. Dacre  and
Dempster made 84 in 23  mingtes
againgt Gloucester in openine our -
nings, ond i the same mateh Mills
was able to Lkeep his wicket Intact
aerainst Parker, the fameons left-hand
bowler, for four hours. Parket would
probably Tave bowled out the richt.
handers almost as quickly as tlev
could take the wicket, but a left-and-
€r baffled him,

T hribs.

F LIEUT.-COL.

| wanted them uader their domain,

hours, hitting eight €'z and twenty-
four 4's. Dempster and ABRcott put

L o 300 xuns for the second wicket

agrainst Warwickshire, and BMills and
Bluist 200 for the sccond wicket at
Scarborouglt without being separated.”

“English teams beat us all along the
liic _when it came fo taclics,”

“Yes, that’s true,” said Blinks, “but
from what Mr. Lowry said, I take it
that our fielding was onr real weakness.
He attributed that to neglect to special-
ise in fielding in our schools and crick-
er nurseries, Because of that weak-
ness we alfowed opposing sides to walke
160 or more rusts more than am Aus-
tralian cleven would have alfowed. It
was a great disappointment that the
fielding did not improve during the
four, despite the fine sides they were
up against.”” .

. ARMISTICE DAY,

“Tf this solesun dey means anything
to us, if we are truly concerncd to pay
the debt we owe our comrades who died
for us, let us toke such wmcasures now
that their brothers and sons—aye, and
their grandsomns, too—may wnot be celled
upon fo make the gloriows sacrifice we
monry this Armistice Day.”

E. H. NORTHCROFT,
Fromt 2YA.

“It certainly can’t be regarded as a
successful tour,” safd Larton. .

“T think it can,” said Blinks. “No
one thought our men, with little ex-
perietice, were going Home to clean
ap the Fnglish teams with centuries
of cricketing experience behind them,
It’s been a great experience, and we
will profit by some of the lessons they
fearnt on the plaving fields there.””

“Have you ever read that book,
‘Lawrence in Arahia,” >* queried Drexter,
who, becanse of the few contributions
he made to fhe conversation, was com-
monly knowt as “Silent George.”

“You bet,” said Blinks and Wintom
Thribs in the samme Lreath, “Why?”

“Because it rentinded me of Iraq,
about which the Imperial Affairs lec-
ture was given recently.®

“He was killed in the war, wasn’t|

he?” said the oldest member,

““Ha ha,” welled Blinks, “Not bad,
old ’un. NWo, he wast’t killed in the
war.
a Kingdom in the I$ast.”

“¥You may think you’re funuy,” said
the oldest memmber, with as muach dig-
nity as he could nmster amidst the
lauehter, “hut if Yraq is a kingdom,
there was someotte with 2 name like
that in the war.”

“Frer since T read the hook, Dve
Leen fascinated with the place,” said
Drexter, “‘and Pve often wondered how
the Arabs wot on after the war ended
the acenpation at which they were so
much at home. Yrom the hook they

| were o pretty fierce lot, and wouldn't

take the quiet life too kiudly, As it
turns ont, they haven’t had as good
a deal as they reckoned on, hut through
uno fault of Great Britain.’’

“They’ve been nade a separate kine-
dom, haven’t they?” queried ‘“Lhribs,
whose long suit was eettainly not geo-
graphy.

“Yes, hut only afifer the dikens
of a lot of trouble with the Turks, who
That
was what the row with Turkey was
about a few years zgo, when it locked
as if we were heing drawn into trouble.
The Turks, who had successfully clean-
ed up the Greeks, were looking for
more trouble, and demanded a review
of the treaty of Sevres. It was largely
Lhrough the strenuous efforts of Mr.
L. C. Amery, who will soon be amotg
us, that the Arahs weren’t left out in
the cold.”

“Wasn't that why Lawrence wouldn't
aceept any decorations ' said Wishiart,

“Partly. He was disappointed with
the way the matter was handled and
thought Fagland moved too slowly.
Tle most wonderful thing that Law-
renrce was able to do with ihe Arabs
was to get them io bury their Dloed
fends and unite against the Turks, thwus
making them a very effective unit. The
Arabs wanted an independent State
which would iclude alt the Arab peo-
ples, but their desires gof a severe hlow
at the Peace Comnference, where por-

tion of Arabia was given {o France |

eidder mandate and portien to Britar.
Our mandate in conmection with Trag
is not the same as that under whielt
we tule Western Samoea. Tt was re-
cognised that the Arabs had reached a
state close to the time when they contd
ke regarded as an iundependent nation,
and we were really in the positicn
merely of givirg admitnsirative advice
and assistance. When i€ is felt that
Traq can stand ilonte Britain will with-
draw,

“Iraq fras been a Tieavy Turden en
Britich finanees, and the difficnliles
have been acecentuated hy the ‘Turks
through their hostititv to us, Though
thoreurtily beaten and forced to accept
the severe terms of the Treaty of
Sevees, Torlkey experienced a rematk-
able recrndescence  of strength, and
after Mustanha Kemal Pasha had de-
feated the Greeks he demanded a re-
consideration of the whole matter.
After geveral abortive conferences, fur-
ther necofiations emaned hetween Trur-
key and Great DBritain, and eventuadly
the matter was teferred to the Teague
of Nations.

“When negotiations were under way
the alepotion was made that Britain
was interested in the question merely
in order to serve her own ends and

said

He’s still very truch alive, being}

PERTINENT POINTS ON:

“The New Zealand Crickefers,”
Irag—A Kingdom of the East."”

“Peace Through Preparedness.’”

MR. ¥. €. PENFOLD, O0F 3¥A.
A pupil of Mr, Reland Boat, Mr.
Penfold fashed info the musieyl life
of Christchurck in 1917, when, with
eight first prizes, he won the Christ-
church Competitions Society’s vocal
championship. Sinee then he has
Dbeen very prominent as a soloist,
When the Male Voice Choir was
formed in 1017 under Dr, Bradshaw,
he became a member and, witk the
exception of the fast two years, dur-
ing which time he has been absent
owing to pressuvre of business (he iv a
member of the well-known brass
founding firm), he has been one
of the choir's soloists, 3Mr, Penfold
has long been asseeiated with ehwurch
choirs, HMe was g for a number of
yvears choirmaster at Linwood Con-
gregational Clrareh, and at present
occupies & similar position at Trinity
Congregational C'hureh, Christehureh.
He is a frequent and very popular
singer from 3Y A, He will be heard

' tiotr, and moreover, it is stated .that

[ that during the last year there has

again on ¥riday cvening,
—Steffane Webb, pheto.

rvegarding this oil were granted, Tus-
key, however, disproving this sngges-

so far no oil has actually been secured
there, Britain has to continue her

mandate for 25 yeatrs, unless it is prov-|

ed, before the end of that time, that
Iraq is able to take her place as an
independent nation,

“The task of hardling Irag is not an
easy one. It comprises 150,000 square
miles of country, peopled by 3,000,000
Arabs, whose warlike natures make the
policing of the country a difficult mat-
ter, It is a matter for congratufation

Leen mo military cperatiom of a serious
kind in any part of the country—a
peaceful state that has not been known
for centuries.”

“Y don’t see why we should have to
spend money policiug other people’s
counteies,”  said  Thribs, “\What
thanks do we get for-it?” .

“Noue at all,”’ said Harrison, *‘but
I suppose we have the satisfaction
that we are protecting a small people
against aggression, anl to some ex-
tent Ielping ourselves indirectly.”

“Ym in favour of complete disarma-
ment,” said Thrils. “Let all the na-
tions disarm amd then there couldn’t
he any more war.”

“I think you’re sounder when yon
stick to the ‘ten per cent lines.” * said
Blinks. “Diplomacy’s not your trump
card, Winton, my bhov. Don’t  you

realise that through being prepared we |

often can prevent war?”’

“Pghav,” said the oldest member,
“some of vou fellows can’t look be-
vond vour own selfish interests. Give
me the days when men were men.”

¢ind drank their six hottles until
tliey fell ander the table,” said Thribs
sarcastically. A pretty lot.”?

“Petter than vow infermal money-
grubbers, anvway. You don’t seem to
realise that you have a duty to your
country and your Empire.”

“Rravo,” said Blnks. “That’s the
sluff. The old *un and T are agreed
for once. Winton, vou and vour bloat-
od profiteering sentiments are counted
oui.”?

“But can’t we end war??” said Drex-
ter, Ve dom’t want to have to go
through the herrers of another war
fike the fast oue.”

91 heard a rather good address on
that point,” said Wishort. “On Armis-
tice Dav Yieutenaat-Colonel L. L
Northeroft, D.S.0., of the New Zealand

more war,” said Thribs, .
“No, he doesn’t,” said Wishayt, “He

has a proper appreciation of the hor-

f ror of it.

the most beloved general of modern

but fre spent all his time wrgiug his
countrymen o prepatre for war in ovder
that they might avert it In pon-
dering over our glorious dead it wonld
be well to take steps to see that those
who are Ieft behind should not have
to undergo the horrors of atother war.
The only way to prevent it is to be

prepared.

-
'

IRAQO—AN ARABIAN KINGDOM,
“There can be mno question ' that  the
experiment of sctling wp an Arab Slate
it Iraq, already largely self-governing,
has Bbeen an undonbted success.  Ultis
mately the admission of Irag fo the
Leagie will bring into being e free and
enlightened nation, which will owe s
birth to the League "of Narions (md.i‘he
disinterested assistance of the British
Lanpire

TMPERIAL AFFAIRS ADDRESS.

From 2YA.

rPreparedress for war did not mean
provocation for war, and it had to be
remembered that in the fast war the
money fired off in ammunition in a
single day would have paid the anpual
sum required for preparedness. The

cost us thousands of lives and millions
of pounds. The mation had been
brought to the verge of bankrupicy,
and yet with the

many averse o ferritorial training.
fle urged that steps be taken to arm
and equip in order that anothet such
calamity eould be averted.” e
“There's a lot in that viewpoint,
said Blinks. “It wonld be all very
well to completely disarm *f we kitew
#hat every other nahon
same, buf we kiow pe:rfectly well they
wouldn’t do so. and it would tmerely
feave us open fo attack Of counrse,
once we are prepared we would Tave
to watch and see that Dlundering poli-

Artillery was ‘o the air’ and touchea )

ticlans didn’t lead us into war.”

.
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were doing the -

“A soldier naturally wants to have

Take what Sir William °
Rohertson said only the other' day. -
Lieutenant-Colonel Northeroft took the -
same view, but preached the adyis. -
| ability of being prepared. Lord Roberts; -

times, was an ardent adyocate of peace, -

fzct that we had not been prepared

fearful lessous of the
last war fresh in oor minds we found



