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THE PRESS AND BROADCASTING.

After being established nearly a century and a half, the Press has
attained a very high degree of development. Its growth has been a
- matter of steady evolution, and the adding of one service after another
as it has discovered the needs of the public, and has developed thg
means of meeting those.needs. Speaking broadly, the initiative and
enterprise shown has been very commendable, but there have been long
periods of inertia and poor service, from which the Press has been lifted

only by two things—the genius of outstanding leaders both in Britain .

and America, and the use made of improved mechanical methods and
scientific invention. Back of the splendid service now given the public
by the Press lies a long period of patient evolution and the shaping and
adaptation of machinery and men to the requirements of the public.

~ Now comes broadcasting. Just as the madern Press has thriven by
jts means of multiplying the printed word recording news and views,
so broadcasting leaps into popularity by its magic means of multiplying
sound waves and diffusing them instantaneously to the ends of the carth,
Inevitably the Press sees in this newcomer to the field of news diffusion
a rival which naturally enough tends to colour the treatment given
broadeasting. There are bound to be psychological reactions throughout
the community because of broadcasting, and its influence as more and
-more use is made of it here and elsewhere for placing the multitude in
direct touch with the utterances of leaders on historic occasions.
shortens the contact, and to that extent reduces the possibility of mis-
interpretation or the colouring of views. The influence wielded by
.powerful Press interests at various times is well known. This is very
much to the credit of the British Press throughout the world that its
influence has been outstandingly for good. The point we are making,
however, is that with the development of broadcasting, the Press for the
first time sees what some may regard as a possible rival in some phases
of its field. Over a period of time, the two interests will be found to be
mutually complementary, each serving the public effectively.. In large
measure the rapidity of the growth of broadcasting is due to thepublicity
given by the Press, and that is all to its credit. The tendency in some
quarters, therefore, to be unduly critical of broadecasting developinents,
or ungenerous in comments on such evolutionary events as the short
wave transmission- from Albert Hall, must be accepted by listeners as
natural in the circumstances. And if comparisons are to be made, it
may be remembered that after more than a century’s development, the
perfect newspaper has not yet been developed, or one which will satisfy
in all phases the critical tastes of readers. A plebiscite of readers on
that point would be informative and amusing, In any such comparison
the general progress of broadcasting, and the speed and efficiency with
which it has been adapted to modern civilisation, stands out as a remark-
‘ able achievement for the few short years it has been operative. With
. the short wave era opening a new fleld for listeners is developing—and a
t e stimulus for cable and news services which will unquestionably add
" to the value of the service given the public.
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AUCKLAND NEXT
SPECIAL BROADCASTING
' WEEK

CHRISTMAS ATTRACTION,

A very successiul broadcﬁsting
campaign synchronised with Carnie
val Week in Christcharch, Station
3YA excelled itself, - It was on
the air morning, afternoon, and
night, with a variety of attractions.
The describing of the racing play-
ed a prominent part in the week’s
‘programime, and was very SHCCeSSs
ful, The breakiast session was a
distinct innovation, as was also the
describing of the ladies’ dresses on
the lawn at the races, and the dins
ner session of orchestral music at
anight.  The evening programmes
were specially prepared for the
occasion, and were distinctly varied
and bright, Altogether, 3YA made
Carnivai Week a memorable one,
not only to the people of Christ-
chureh, but to every valve set
owner throughout New Zealand. I?
statistics could be secured it would
be found that every set that could
plck up 3YA was tuned in during
€arnival Week. Christchurch was
well advertised.

Qne feature of the week was the
Increased interest im the racing,
as has been demonstrated by the
tatalisator figures, which ivere
greater than these of last year.
This is & great tribute te the value
of -the publicity given by broad-
casting.

The radie dealers of the city
made the mest of the occasion and
did geod business,

At Christmas time the Broadcast-
ing Company intends to conduct
a similar *Broadcasting Week i
Auckland en the occasion of Race
Weelk. L

The company's eflorts, combined
with the special broadcasting atiracs
tions, should help to popularise the
use of radio and provide a great
advertisement for the Queen City
itselt.

THE COUNTRY VIEW

DISAPPROVAL OF CRITICS

C CARNIVAL RIACTIONS.

During Carnival Week a farge nwum-
ber of visitors were shown over 3YA.
‘They inclnded many country folk and
many people from the smaller towns,
including radio dealers, All were 1t-
tensely interested in all they saw. The
only {hing they conld mot form a due
appreciation  of = was the immense
amowiat of werk involved sn préparing
the programunes before they go “on the
air.?? 1t was interesting to endeavour to
find out from these visitors what was
the mast attractive feature of a pro-
gramme--and no twoe expressed the
same opinion, One man extolled Tincle
Jack and Uncle Sam, another the news
and commereial mformation, “The Ad-
dington stock report is invaluable,”” he
caid.  “T know farmers who cannot af-
ford a valve set and who travel miles
to hear it every Wednesday, It's 2
great report.” .

The stindio coucerts canle in for very
high praise. _

Trpat's Mr. Allardsee,” said a mem-

v of the staff who was showing 2
party around thn’the gporting  an-
nouncer passed by into another roost.
“Tet’s have a ‘screw’ at him,” said
one of the party as they retraced thex’r
«teps. “I've heard him often enough.”
Phen the visitor insisted on shaking
hands with the sporting narrator, and
went away pleased. .

“Really,” said another visitor, “T
don’t think even the Broadcasting Com-
pany itself knows what it is worth to
us. 1'd Bke to wring the necks of those
ceritics who write to the city papers.”
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THE PROBLEM OF A PROGRAMME

GENERAIL CONFERENCE TO BE HELD THIS MONTH

Wiih the question of the broadeasting of teligious services now Somes
what prominent, a brief explanation of the position may be opportune.

In response to mumerous reguests the Droadeasting Compatty hag en-
deavoured to accede to what would seem to be the simplest solution of the
problem, pamely, a fair rotation of the varioms principal denominations
with 1o two of the same denomination on the air at any. two of the New -
Zealand stations on any one Sunday night, This would seem to be easy
to arrange, but in practice it has so far failed. o

At best this solution wonld please only a small percentage of the min-
ority of listeners throughont New Zealand who have valve sels. Only &
small percentage of those with valve sets would be conicerned with any
particular service, 8o it follows that the number of listeners to whom
the rearrangement of the services would be a satisfactory solution would
be very smail. ‘Lhe great majority of listeners have crystal sets, angd these
listeners would not be affected by the regrading. Also, it may be pointed

. out that even some of those listeners with valve sets im the cxt]es_wo\ﬂd
find it in practicable to tunme in to the station they wanted if their own
station were on the air. These facts show that very few people would
benefit from such an arrangement, even if it could be satisfaclorily carried
out.

As a matter of fact it wonld break down at once, The same tumber
of denominations do not broadeast from each station, In two cities there
are five, in two seven. Im certain cases a church, while strong in oné
city, is too weak in another to be able to hroadeast. Where it has a strong
raembership it is fullv entitled to a turn, but as the number of broadcasting
churches is not the some a set rotation cannot Le followed. Them, also,
it has been found that in numerous instances churches cannot or do mot
want to talke their turn and a church of avother denomination has had to
fill the breach. Thus it might heppen that two, three, or even fonr sta-
tions might be broadcasting services by the one denomination on the one
night. The default of one church to {ake its turn throws the whole rota-
tion ont of order and when this happens repeatedly it is not possible {for
such an arrengement to last. :

AN INDEPENDENT ROTATION.

All that {he Broadeasting Company can do is to be wndenominational it
this matter and to work each stetion indcpendently, giving cach church a
iurn regardless of its numerical strength; but the churches do not always
desire to Le broadeast in the order arranged. Some prefer to arrange
amongst themselves. for various teasons of their own—perhaps because of
special {snch as amniversary) services--and others_again have been very
jndifferenit in taking adventage of the opportunity to broadcast theigy
services

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH PROPOSAL.

One can take it as a further tribute to the power of broadeasting that
the Churehl of Ingland is now considering the erection of a transmitting
station for the purpose of broadeasting religious services.

The Church of England has been very slow in recognising the
vilue of broadcasting as a means of disseminating the Gospel and
has not availed itself of the oppoitunities which the company has
“aifered it. Other churches have giadly accepted every chance te
broadeast, and this state of aifairs has resulted in the impresson
dettng abroad that the Broadcasting Company has been differentiats
ing against the Church of England. Nothing of course could be
further from fact. The Breadersting Lompany has been, is, and
will be absclutely impartial, :

‘Fhe Broadcasting Company will certainly state its case to the authori
ties in regard to the application by the Church of lingland te sucure a
broadcasting Yicense, and that will be tantamount to protesting agatust the
granting of the application. It is iu the interests of all listeners that such
a station should not be erected. If a license were granted, the purpose
of the Act would be derarted from and a precedent would be sct, so that
every denomination and sect in New Zcaland would seek a lcense. The
resuit would simply be chaos and it would seem uplikely that a lcense
for such a station as the Church of Eugland people are thinking about will
ever be granted. By far the great majority of Hsteners liave crystal sets
of poor selectivity, what would be the result when several such stations
were broadcasting simultaneovsly?

It will e far bLetter for all concerned if the Church of England will
agree to work in with the other churches in regard to the broadcasting of
sorvices.  For months the Broadcasting Company has had under conside
eration a proposal for reaching a working basis anong the principal de-
nominations. ‘I'he Broadeasting Company is quite impartial in the matter
of which chureh service it broadessts, It thinks that it is up to the var-
ous religious denominations to agree amgngst themselves as to the best
way to take advantage of the great power which ltas been placed at their
disposal for spreading the Gospel. The Broadcasting Company could do
no more than it has done and can do no more in an impartial way than it
offers to do

‘The first conference between the varions churches will be held i
Clristchurch this month, and it is to be hoped the Church of Hngland will
send a representative, and that an amicable arrangement will be atrived at,
)zhen the Breadeasting Company will be only too pleased to lend what help
it can, :
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