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 Feiday,| Novewher 18, 1927,
Qur Mail Bag

Apprecintion of Carnival * Programmes.

Listenter (Christchiurch).—As I have
written. o number of letters criticising
certain parts of the radlo programmes,
may I also be allowed to say a word
of sincere appreciation of the splendid
service put on the air during carnival
week in Clivisfchurch by Station 8YA.
“The description. of events, the informa-
‘tion, and the music have all been splen-
did and most enjoyable.,  Especially
has this been so with regard to the
morning, or breakfast sessions, and if
it were not for the fact that it might
appear greedy, X should like to express
the hope that we may be given further
similar sessions in- the future.

Programmes Appreciated.

.. JH.N. (Pnkehuia, . Wairoa).—T feel|

.that I must, like many more, write and
tell you that I highly. appreciate the
© efforts put forth to make the “Radio
Record” a pleasure to look for each
.week., Y have a S-valve King Neutro-
dyne, wlich gives a very creditable ac-
-count .of its possibilities. I have also
a short-wave adapter and already have
received PCJJ (Holland) 30.2 metres on
the londspeaker. Band music counld be
distinetly heard 8 feet away, but for
speech had to come close to speaker,
--which is a 8006 chms Brown {Sovereigu
type). I much enjoy the children’s
sessions of the different stations, and
am pleased to see the Uncles and Aunts,
etc,, put enthusiasm into their work,
.which Y am sure all us older people
admire them for, The programmes of
‘music, etc, each week are a credit to all
concerted,

The Bagpipes Wanted,

Mrs,  “Berhampore Highiander*’
writes.—Please do not think that I am
going to criticise your programmes.
Most decidedly I am not, as I can as-
sure you that I appreciate nearly every
item that comes through. Being a
Scot, ve ken, I would like to suggest
that, to my idea, and probably to many
hundreds, the programme conld be im-
proved every few weeks with a wee
bit skirl on the pipes. You have a
number of Scotch items every now and
again, and very good they are, but the
*‘Real Mackay’ Dias only heen on omce,
and it was worth waiting up all night
for, I am sure that many of vour
listeners wounld make it a special night.

Reception of Test,

E.C.8. {Tapanni}.--Re test broadcast
by 58W, Chelmsford, Essex, Hngland,
Sanday, November 6, on 24 metres.

As the announcer of the above station
continually asked for reports on recep-
tion, I am sending this, trusting it will
be of service.

I tuned in about § p.m. Sunday, and
listened continuonsly till midnight. I'he
reception during that time was won-
-derful for clarity and volume, coming
in at good loudspeaker volume on 3
valves, and qguite loud on ’phones with
3 wvalves.  Amongst the things the
announcer asked comments on  was
whether the transmission came throngh

e —

well enongh to be lstened to with en-
joyment as a musical entertainment,
I certainly did hear, even though it
was muainly a programme of gramo-
phone records. I comsider that a first-
class programme could be listened to
with great enjoyment under the same
conditions, - The reception here was
about half ags loud again as PCJJ Hol-
land.  The station closed - for about
fifteen minutes from 9.50 to 10.5 p.m.
Opening again, they gave the folowing
records :—Nos. 1285, 4434, 4456, 4468,
broadcast record, 146B, 1467, . 4468,
broadcast record 169A, 169B, short talk
on broadcasting.—9243 (AX2535) —
(A5486) 4409. ~ Lecture from British
Broadcasting .Company Handbook on
Empire broadcasting, 4460, continuation
of lecture, K05312, continuation of lec-
ture.  Time midnight.

I tuned in again this morning about
6.30 a.m., when, till about 7.45, the re-
ception was even better than hefore;
but from then on the signals seemed to
get gradunally weaker. Could still get
the wave about 10 a.m., but hardly loud
enough for reception of programmnie.
Taking it all round, the reception was
astoundingly clear, the announcer’s
voice coming through almost as clear
as from the local stations, I certainly
hope that a regular service will soon De
inaugurated.

Silent Day At 2YA. Wellington.

(1o the Editor.)

Vita Brevis (King Counntry): All
listeners-in will admnit the staff at 2¥4A
require and deserve z well-earned holi-
' day once a week. The necessity, too,
for overhauling ihe station machinery
is also recognised. ‘There is, hiowever,
another aspect to the guestion, Now
that summer time is not a myth, but a
realily, we, in parts ‘far from the
madding crowd” seldom get good re-
ception before 8.80, except from 2VA,
and might it not be possible to arrange
a short news and report session, say,
from 7 to 8 on Wednesday? If this
could be done, and only a small staff
wonld be required, it would be a great
boon to country listeners-in, and the
extra expense would be negligible, [
might say, too, that we in farming dis-
tricts would bhe satisfied with one re-
port of prices of stock, produce, etc.,
whereas at present we gei sometimes
three or four reports from differcnt
sources, all virtually similar, The price
of butter in London dnes not alter be-
cause it is reported through three or
four firms, nor does the price of stock
in Masterton.  Again, prices from £5
to £9 is just as and miore Lrief than £5,
£6, £6 10s., £7, £7 10s., £8, and £8 10s.

Why is it that radio set cwners make
such a fuss abont putting a little dis-
tilled water in their storage “A» hat-
teries; and vet willingly and religiously
remove the floor hoards from their auto-
mobiles once a week and put water in
their car batteries. although they have
almost to tie themselves in knots and
stand on their Iieads to do so? A radio
storage battery can he rnined just as
quickly and thoroughly as an antomo-
bile battery if it is not given a drink
occasionally,

<~

standing reproduction

30-32 TORY STREET,

Announcing another Crosley Winner

The Merola

Which stands for Magneto Electric Reproduction.

With a Merola you can convert your gramo-
phone by means of a radio set, or amplifier,
into an electric gramophone.

The Merola gives excellent volume and out-

tion with an ordinary receiving set.

Price £5/10/0

See, hear, and compare—at our Showroom; you will be
surprised.

Distributors:

L. M. SILVER & €O. LTD. :

Electrical Engineers and Radio Specialists,

0,

when used in conjunc~

WELLINGTON.,

't

15/-

DON"T. GUESS! - BE SURE!
UsE A BATTERY VOLTMETER,

Buy BRITISH Goods!

Agent fox:
FERRANTI TRANSFORMERS
FORMO COMPONENTS.
DUBILIER GOODS,
T.0.C, CONDENSERS,

A. E. STRANGE

404 Worcester Sireet,
CIRISTCIIGRCH,
Kelephone 876%,

SHORT-WAVE NOTES

MR. SELLENS’ REPORT.

Mr. B, W. Sellens, of Northland,
Wellington, writes -~

My Iist of stations on short waves.for
the past weck is not a large one, but
includes the new B.B.C. station, 58W,
Chelmsford, both testing and on their
first Empire broadcast,

On Yriday eveniug, November 4,
6A(;, Perth, gave some good musieal
items and annonnced that he ig {esting
almost every evening from 6.30 o’clock
West Australian time (10.80 p.m. for
New Zealand summer time}), KDEKA
end 3AJ were both heard on Saturday
afternoon, and in tbe evening REN
trangwitted some enjoyable musical
iterns, while 7CW was heard testing.
Later on, gshout 1150 pm., 5SW,
Chelmsford, England, was picked up on
8 wave-length of 24 metres. The trans-
mission consisted of gramaphone re-
cords—the maker’s name and number
of record being given and sometinies
the title, The onlv antiouncement
Leard was: IInllo! Hullo! Huallot 58W,
Chelmsford, testing, Hoping to hear
some potice of further tests, I listened
till 280 a.m., getting 2 complete log
of .alt records, names and numbers at
Jondspeaker strength aofter the first
half an hour.

On Sunday-T funed 5SW at about 3
2., and listented tifll § p.mt.—most o
the time on the speaker. Puring this
time, besides the usual eall and name
of recurds, the announcer, who was a
different one from the earlier part of
the transmission, called several friends
in different parts of the world, hoping
to see them again goom, ete., and in
several instances sending Christmas
greetings, ,

Just before retiring at 10 pm., I
listened again for a few minutes, but
38\W was gettinug very weak., Again
in the morning at 7.30 a.m. be was
only just audible. KDKA and 2XAVF
were both heard on Sunday afternoon,
the latter at good strength, A short
wave friend said he heard 2XAF re-
broadeasting 58W, which was received
louder than direct from Chelmsfiord.

On Mondav evening REN put on some
good orchestral munsie. 255, New
South Wales {another to the list) end
JAJ were heard on Tuesday evening.

On Wednesday evening 3AU was the
only station heard, This amateur was
again heard on Thursday working 2RC.
6AG and RFN were also heard,  RFEN
was at its best’on Friday evening.

While waiting for 5SW om Fridav, a
station on about 100 metres was heard.
“Perth’” was a part of the eall, so it
was probahly 6WI,

From 11.15 to I1.45 p.m. the service
from Canterbury Cathedral was heard.
the latter portion on the speaker, All
that was said could mnot be clearly
heard, but the service conld be followed
quite well,

The organ recital from St. Mary Le
Bow came through quile good, as did
the ten minates’ talk by the Director-
General of the B.B.C. nearly the whole
of the speech being heard,

Althongh these proceedings were
fairly well received, the volume or clar-
ity was not quite as good as during the
previons week.end when 0SW  was
testing.  This probahlv would be on

gro(ljn places at a distance from Chelms-
ord, : »
The Saturdsy morning remembrance
festival was a failure as far 2s Well-
| ington -was concerned. At 8.30 the
carrier wave was heird, but not a sug-
gestion of speech or musie, X heard
more howling valves on the short
waves on this cccasion than ever be-
fore, spoiling both their own and other
listeners’ chances of reception.

During the latter part of this (Sat-
urday) afternoon, KDEA was good.
They were relaying a programme from
the Georgiant Room of the Westing-
honse Hotel.

A song bv Carry O’Brien was an-
nouniced to have never heen broadcast
hefore,

“RADIO RECORD” SHORT-
WAVE ADAPTER

[ —

J. W. V. Masterman (Taumoana,
Hawke’s Bayv) writes: The short-wave
adapter which was described in the
“Radio Record” (August 19 and Sep-
tember 16) brings in Russian station
at loudspeaker strength (heard 20
vards away}. Iie has a nasty habit of
knocking off for 15 minutes,r Started
about 9.10 p.m. Saturday anight, bth
imstant.  May X1 suggest that instruc-
tions, say, about 20 minutes’, bLe giv-
en on short-wave every week, or a
page in the “Radio Record” he set
aside for same?

[We recognise the growing interest
in short-wave work, and will give as
much space as possible to help, Our
adapter has already proved itself very
useful, and further articles -wil} follow.

—-d.]

REDUCED POWER

TFOR KOA, DENVER.

A sweeping shake-up in the operation
of eleven broadcasting statious in Deu-
ver and vicinity was ordered by the
United States Federal Radio Commis-
sion to take effect on November 1.
The changes were decided npon in the
hope of clearing up congestion of the
wave bands jn the mountain regions.

The most important change was that
affecting station KOA, Deuver {often
heard in New Zealand), which was
authorised to continue broadcasting on
its present frequency of 920 kilocycles,
but to use a maximum power of 5000
watts only betwcen the
a.m, and 6 p.n,, reducing this to 2509
walts hetween 6 p.m. and 6 a.m.

“I'lie comumission fully recoguises
the admirable service rendered by
station KOA, and- the desirability of
giving this station greatly increased
power if its transmitter_is moved,”
the order said, ‘“‘but holds ‘hat Me lo-
cation of its transmitter in relation to
the residential scctions of Denver is
not such as to make the use of more
than 2500 watts at night in the public
interest.””

Secing that the power of KOA thas
heen reduced bhy half for night trans.
mission, the big Denver station will
he heard less frequently in New Zea-

lanid nowadavs.

account of the items being relayed.

hours of 6.

 THAT RUSSIAN STATION

The -Sibexian station RIN  zung
regular transmissions mnearly ever¥
evening on 60 metres, cominencing
about 10 p.m., (New Zealand timede
Nearly all apnonncéments are made il
Russian,

A very strong barmonic of this stas
tion may be heard on 30 metres, and
this is often mistaken for some other
station,  Thig explainsg the mystery,
station om this wave-length, .aboug
which many persons are talking., Nunte

erons talks are given, with classical

music and song nambers interspers+
ed.  The station may be Drought in
at good strength on a threevalve
short-wave set. '

NOT FOR LARGE
BATTERIES

It is not a good plan to use a larg€
lead-acid filament battery in conjusctioft
with a trickle <harger in the filamehd’
circnit of a radio receiving set, A’ bata
tery having a rated capacity of 100 am-
pere hours or more should be charged
by a regular large-size Dattery chargefy
such as a Tungar or. Rectigon. Thesé
will recharge the battery at a rate of
3 to 6 amperes, depending on the type
used, whereas the average trickle char
er provides a charging current of 0:3%
to 0.7 amperes. If a 100 ampere hon¥
battery is unsed with a trickle chargey,
and the battery-onee allowed to become
completely discharged, there ig little
likelihood that the trickle charger will
ever have an opportunity to fully re.
charge the baitery, nnless the receiving
set is not uged for quite a Jong time.

ESPERANTO

Lesson XVII.
{To Lo broadeast from 2YA on Novembey
24, from 7.34 to 7.59 p_.mé)' L.
Bonan vesperon, Sinjoroj kaj Sinjorod.
AFFIXES. The following 28 suffixes
and 7 prefixcs should he earefully studs
ied, since innumerable words of the fine
est shade of meaning can be formed by
their 2id: in fact, the affixes ave the
ground work of the language.
AC—denotes contempt: hundo, o dog}
hupdac’o, a cur. .
AD—denotes continued action: labord,
to work. laboradi, to keep on working.
AJ)’—denotes something made from, or
having the guality of what is mentioneds
frukto, fruit; fruktaj’e, jam.
AN—dénotes an inbabitant, memben,
adberent: asocia, association; asociano, &
member of an association; Kristg,
Christ; Kristano, a Christian, ano, &
member. . .
AR—denotes a collection of what &
mentioned; fadeno, a wire; fadenaro, &
bunch (coIlection? of wires. .
BO—denotes_relationship by marriage
,ﬁlilno, a daughter; bofilino, a daughtesw
in-law. . .
(’J—these letters added to the first Tew
lettere of a masculine name make it aB
affectionate diminutive: Vithelmo, Wik
liam; Vile'jo, Vic'jo, Willie, Bill. For
feminine names add NJ instead of ¢’js
Mario, Mary; Manjo, Molly. | :
DiS—denofes separation {as in Engs
tish) : doni. to give: disdoni, to distribute,
LBl~denotes possibility (English -abiey
-ible): porti, to carry; portebla, portabld-
TC—denotes abstract gunality (Engliek
smews): bela, beautiful; beleco, beautyas

Bonan noklion al c’iuj.
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Built to any Design or Size.

We do not stock Radio sets, but make a special
feature of the cabinet work,

Designs and prices submitted on request.

SCOULLARS CABINET WORK IS
GUARANTEED

SPECIAL QUOTATIONS

DEALERS,

|The Scoullar

WELLINGTON, HASTINGS, MASTERTON, BLENHEIM,

SCOULLARS |
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