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THE ORPHEUS QUARTET

The Orpheus Quartet, which will be
heard from 2YA on “Tuesday evenings,
from November 1, comnsists of Mrs.
Alice Harris (sopranoj, Miss Lily
Wackic (contrallo), Mr. Arthur (Cor
{tencer), and Mr. Len Barnes ({hari-
tcmez. This combination has been
together for nearly three years, and
their ‘appearances have always bheen
most successful, alike in solos, dpets,
and wuartets, Mr. Len Barnes is re-
snonsible for the training of the other
three members, and he will arrange
the items the uartet are to perform
With his extetigive experience as s
singer in San Francisco, London and
New Zealand, which included appear-
ances in grand and comic opera, ora-
toria, recital and concert narties, Histen.
ers-in are asstired of hearing splendid
programimes of good variety,  Mr.
Barnes has sung all over New Zealand,

and his singing has alwavs been, highlv |

praised.

Mrs. Alice Harris has apneared as
goloist  with the Royal Wellington
Choral Union, the Orpheus Musical
Society, and the Commercial Travel
lers’ Cluh Choir. The “Dominion,"
writing of her nerformances in “Faugt,”
said 1—“Mrs, Alice Harris i3 an exam.
nle of most tasteful singing. Her de-
livery is good, and she has ohviouslv
beetr extremely well trained and knows

ew Programme Policy Inaugarate

Nucleus of Permanent Professional Talent

Next week’s programmes from 2YA will mark the i nauguratibn of the new pro

gramme policy.

In brief this is the engagemment of a nucleus of permanent profession

talent representing the best abailable in each field. Arrangements have heen made for

a number of high class quartets to be available.

The already extensive repertoires

possessed by these artists will be added to by new numbers and every encouragement
given to that end. Four of these new quartets malke their initial appearance next week,
In addition the brilliant Symons, Ellwood and Short instrumental trio will make its initial

~ permanent appearance,

Apart from these permanent stars the week will be made memorable by the perform-
ance of Madame Winnie Fraser, New Zealand's outstanding dramatic soprano, who
will sing not only on Friday evening but also on the following Sunday, Novemher 6.

Lily Mackie has appeared as soloist
with the Orplieus Musical Society, ibe
Hutt Valley Choral Society, and the
Wellington  Commercial — Travellers’
Choir, ~ She has 2 sweet true tomed
contralto.  Of her singing in *Merrie
Hugland,” the local Press said that
Miss Mackie achieved a triumph in
her solos.  The tenor of the party is
Mr. Arthur Coe, who is very well
known to Wellington aundiences, both
as soloist and as a smember of the
Aeolian Male Quartet. He has sung
the tetior solos in the **Messiah,”
“Merrie England,” and other works,
and has appeared as soloist with the
Harmonic Society and the Comunercial
Travellers’ Choir, The Orpheus quar-
tet has never failed to please the Press
and public, These four singers have
been heard several times on the air,
both from the studio and the Terrace

bow to apply ler knowledwe.”” Miss
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Congregational Church.
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THE WILLIAM RENSHAW QUARTET

In the William Renshaw quattet
2YA presents a combination of attists
requiring neither commendation nor in-
troduction, Miss Nota Greene (con-
tralto) and Mr. William Renshaw (ten:
or) are established favourites, whose
artistic capabilities are widely known
and appreciated. Their delightful voices
have been heard “‘over the air’’ in a
wide range of always pleasing num-
bers, while their fine record as concert
performers is as widely known as their
talent is appreciated, If there is any-
thing new to De said cofnicerning them
it is that these two popular and cul-

tured singers have entered the ranks of

the teaching profession in Wellington.

Miss Nora Greene has had consider-
able experience in England in broad.
casting work, having been a favourite
artiste at Bournemouth, Daventry, 2L0O,
ete. She has also sung with great suc-
cess at Queen’s Hall, Palladium, and
various concert halls in London and
the provinces, where her beautiful con-
tralto voice never failed to delight, and
where she was famed equally for het
splendid diction as for her renditions
Miss Greene studied under Madame
Acnes Larcom (at the Royal Academy),
than whom there is no 'greater teacher
of voice production.

My, William Rensliaw also has had
considerable experietice in England be-
fore coming to New Zealand. His ap-
pealing tenor voice was there heard to
great advantace on the concert plat-
form and in Oratorio music in London
and the provinces, He, too, has made
a special study of diction, and no for.
fher proof of that is needed when it is

voite sounds to those who lsten-in in
Newy Zeaiand and Australia, Mr, Ren-
shaw studied for many years with Mr.
Herbert Oliver, the eminent composer,
in London, Associated with Mx. Oliver
in a tutor.al capacity was the great Hng-
tish soprano Miss Carrie Tubl and Miss
Edith Turmedge (contraito).

Mr. Thomas C. Wood, the bass bari-
tone of the quartet, is a singer whose
voice is familiar to concert patroms in
many parts of New Zealand. In Wel-
fington Mr. Wood is a soloist for vari-
ous musical societies. Just now he is
under engagement to sing “The King
of Feypt” in Verdi’s opera “Aida,”
which is to be produced by the Welling-
ton Choral Union on November 5, WMr.

—S P. Andrew, photo.

s Wood, who is the fortunate possessor
of a brilliant baritone voice of outstand-
int rtange and quality, has been the
subject of many laudatory Press criti-
cisns.

Mrs. Amy
who has

Dunn is
won popularity with a
wide osudience. Her fine dram-
atic soprano voiee has delighted
patrons of our largest theatres, She
has bLeen heard at Tlullers (His IMaj-
esty’s T'heatre) and the De Luxe, and
by the patrons of the FHutt Choral
-Society. Her solo work has invariably
pleased the critics. Listeners to 2YA
who liave hear Mrs. Amy Duntt before
will be pleased to learn that she is to
gine to them again,

The . William Renshaw quartet will
offer wmusical eutertainment from a
‘copious vepertoire. ‘They will be heard
in operatic works, in the sparkling gems
of Sullivan, in old Bnaglish folk songs,
and popular melodies, thus presenting
s variety which ghould make the wmost

a singer

remenibered Trow beautifully clear his

passionate appeal,

went Home to pursue hiér studies.

COMING STAR ITEM

MADAME WINNIE FRASER
AT 2YA

In the musical world in New Zea-
fand ‘the name of Madame Winnie
Fraser as a dramatic soprame is
sosnething to conjure with, Blessed
with a wonderinl stage presence,
perfect enunciation, and a glorious,
rick, wmezzo-30prane voice of extra:
ordinary range, she is particularly
well known throughout New Zeas
land, having sung on all the lead:
ing concerl ptatforms pnder engage-
ment to all the principal musical
organisations,

Madame JI'taser lias had a brilliant
career as a vocalist abroad as well as
in New Zealand, A. native of Dunedin,
she began her musical training under
Mr. Laund, of Christchurcl, and then

Un-
der Sir Henry Wood her voice devel-
cped magnificently. She also studied
extensively on thie Continent, with strik.
ing success. In Vienna and in other
cities she gave recitals, and caused quite
a furore in musical circles, Her advent
to radio will be looked forward to with
ihe keenest anticipation. Madame
Iraser will sitg at 2YA on Friday, No-
vember 4, and everyone with a receiving
set will tune in to hear some items from
hier long and varied repertoire, ‘The
items on I'riday will be “Undying T,ove’
(Brahms), At the Mid Your of Night™
(Cowan), “The Vesper Hymn,”’ as are
ranged by T'lora Woodman, and ‘‘Laur-
etta’s Aria”® from Puccini, Madame
Fraser will also be heard on the follow-
ing Snnday evening in conjunction with
the special Sunday evening concert by
the Municipal Tramwavy Band, which
will be broadcast by 2YA.

MISS MAIONA JURISS,

A popular 9YA elocutionist,, also s
prize-winner ot the recent Christéhurch
and Asbburton competitiona, and a run-
ner-up for the Senior Blocution Scholar-
ship ot Christchurch,

THE LYRIC QUARTET

The Lyrie Quartet will be heard on
Thursday evenings {November 3 and
10}, and later dates to be arranged.

The Lyric Qnartet was formed in
1920 and has since performed contin-
uously before. the public.

The quartet has {ulfilled engage-
ments in all the principal picture the-
atres of Wellington in performing pro-
logues to important pictores, and is
regularly engapged at concerts given by
the bands and by the Commercial Trav-
cllers’ Male Voice Choir, )

The gquartet has been specially en-
gaged Dby DMessrs. Allen Wilkie and
Dion Bouecicaunit to supply the tnusical
portion of their theatrical productions.
They have also performed at concerts
arranged by the Society of Musicians,
and fulfilled engagements in provinocial
towns,

d at 2YA

The individual moembers are  well

known soloists in Welilingtou,

Mr, Harry Phipps (tenor) has had
experience both in Ingland and in
New Zealand. On oue occasion he was
champion vocalist at the Cliester Eise
teddfod  and has won championships
at Wellington, Wanganuni, Napier and
Christchurch.  ¥e thas appeared as
soloist for the Choral Union, and is
one of the best kunown and inost popus
far tenors it Wellington,

Mr. George Howe ({tenor} is algo
well known, having had experience i
hoth Auckland and Wellington. He,
too, has carried off prizes at the Wel
lington competitions, and has appeared
as soloist for the Harmonic Socicty and
the Commercial Travellers’ Male Voice
Choir,

My, Will Goudie (baritone} is pere
haps the best known of this talented
combination. He is a product of the
studio of Mrs. Krnest {)uerce. His
angagements in Wellington and meny
provincial towns are {oe nhumerous’' to
mention.  Perhaps lie is best ktuwn
as the organiser of the excellent con-
certs held in Trentham and Feather.
ston camps during the great war, when
he arranred something like <400 eon-
certs.  He i3 always & very popular
artist at all concerts at which he ape
pears.,

Mr. W. Binet Brown (bass) is also
a product of the studio of Mrs. FErnest
Queree.  Ile has a good bass voice
and hay appeared as soloist on most
of the coucert platforms of Wellington,
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THE CELESTE QUARTET

The Celeste Quartet, of which
Miss Mabel Dyer, Mr. Edgar Swain,
Mr. William Doardman, snd Miss
Myra Sawyer are the greatly sppreci-
ated members, has been sngaged by
2¥A to give performances at frequent
intervals.

Miss Dyer bhas been well-known for
a number of years in the southern cit-
1es  onr concert platforms, at sana-
toria, in hospitals, and churches, as
a contralto to whom mno appeal for
Lelp at various functions was made
in vain., Miss Dyer studied under
the well-knownu maestro, Roland Boot,
of Christchurch, and in 1923 cde~ided
to go to America to further lier stud-
ies under Audrew Begart, after which

s
—

she fook engagéments ihroughout Cali-
fornia,  She appeared at San Fran-
cisco’s greatest theatre, seating some
6000 people. Miss Dyer was also one
of the soloists at the recital given for
Senorita Hmelia de Prato, acclaimed
as one of America’s coming sopranos,
Returning to New Zealand, Miss Dyer
sang at the Theatre Moderne, Tahiti,
and, with her husband, Mr. Edgar
Swuin, is now studyving nnder Caery-
lon Bennett, late of Milan, Italy.
Mr. Xdgar Swain first became known
to the public of Wellington at the
annual festival of the Wellington Com-
petitions Society. At this pathering
the young singer wom section after
section, finally securing the champion.
ship medal for the year in competi-
tion with some of the best voices at
the Targest gathering the society "has
ever had.  After this Mr. Swain be-
gan to come into the light as a con-
cert singer, and soon was well-known

in Wellington as a tenor soloist, M.

Fdgar Swain las a robust ‘enor voice

- of considerable range and power, and

is at present studving under Caerylon
Bennett, of Wellington.

Mr, William Boardman is a powerful
basso, well-known in musieal circles in
Wellington. He has a voice of exa
ceptional range and good ruality, and
has been studying with ¥, Temple
White for a number of years past. M,

Boardman was a favourite atrtist on
station 2YK, a feature of his pere
formance being his duets with Miss

Myta Sawyer.

Miss Myra Sawyer is a colotatura sow
prano of great purity of tone, and exe
cells in her artistic interpretation,
This singer comes from a musical fans

—5. P. Andrew, photo.

ily, and received her early trainin;
under the gnidance of her father, and,
at the age of fourteen, continued seris
cus study under the capable tuition of
Sister Tagouri, of the Hill Street Con-
vent.  Two years later Miss Sawyer
made her debut before a Wellington
audience at a notable coucert held fnr
the reception of overseas visitors. At
this function the youug singer had
the honour of Deing presented with a
bouguet by Lady Liverpool, From that
occasion Miss Sawver rose fo_ promin.
ence with uwnprecedented rapidity, an
to-day is ome of the most populas
artists appearing before the public. For
several veats past WMiss Sawyer hag
been receiving musical training and
interpretation from H. Temple White,
whose training and inflnence has been
largely responsible for this singer’s
success in recent vears. Miss Sawver
was a popular attist on 2¥R, and has
been heard at frequent intervals oft
station 2VA. ‘
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