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Star Trio Engaged for 2YA

As announced in last weel’’s “Radio Record,” Mr. W. J. Bellingham, Director of Music
for the Broadcasting Company, has, in pursuance of his policy to provide good music for listen-
ers, secured the services of the Symons-Ellwood-Short Trio for 2YA. This is one of the most
brilliant combinations of instrumentalists in the Dominion, and the engagement will.prove a

boon to listeners.

WELLINGTON, N.Z., FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1i4, 1927,
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In the realm of music here, surely,
are three names to conjure with—2liss
Ava Symons, Mr. George Ellwood, and

Weiss was the first pianist in Xurope ponent of the Auer School, Mr, Spen-
to give complete programumes of com- cer Dyke. Owing to the war and un-
positions by Braluus,, and Mr. Short forseen circumstances, in 1914 DMiss

and Mt. George Ellwood, giving the
series of trio evenings which have
been eulogised Ly all who have heard
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Mr. Gordon -Short'~for are they not
the names of a trio of New Zealand's
most brilliant instrumentalists? The
guery is superfluous, Dbecaunse the su-
perlative qualifications of these e¢mi-
nent artists are known to and acknow-
ledged by the musical community of
the Dominion, Hitherto the enjoy-
ment of their brilliant ertistry has
been limited to the comparative few,
even though, time and again, the lure
of their exquisite music has filled our
largest concert halls, Now, thanks to
the marvel of radio, their melodies
are to bring delight to unnumbered
Jhousands not only throughout the
ength and Dreadth of this, their hiome-
land, but scattered over thie broad con-
tinent of the neighbouring Common-
wealth and the lonely isles of the wide
Pacific. To the utmost limits of the
far-flung circle swept by the magic
waves of 2YA, Wellington, will pene-
trate, through the instrumentation of
the Symons-Ellwood-Short Trio, the
inspiring music of the Great Masters.
What an audience! Vet the fare to
be provided by these talented music-
ians shall be worthy of its glad accept-
ance, In proof of the validity of this
assurance, let “The Radio Record”

seized the opportunily to make a spe-
cial stady of the works by this com-
poser.

Always in the promoiion of his art,
Mr, Short has resided at various times
in London, Berlin, Paris, Vienna, and
New York, frequently in close associa-
tion with tnany of the world's most
eminent aitists. Before the war lie be-
came in Berlin a busy teacher of the
Carreno system of muscular relaxation.

He has played with marked success,

in different BEuropean countries, while
throughout the Dominion he will Dhe
remembered as planist to the Notariello
Concert Comipany which toured New
Zealand about six years ago under
the management of Messrs. J, and N,
Tait.

Mr, Tait’s concert work has every-
where earned the highest praise of the
critics. In the ‘arema of public
service Mr. Gordon Short hLas given
lecture recitals at many of the leading
schicols and colleges in the North
Istand, while in Wellington his- name

Symons returned to New Zealand, and
since has made several successful tours
throughout the Dominion. In 1919
Miss Symons went to England again,
and in London was fortunate enough
to receive tuition from the {famous
French violiniste, Mdlle, Retnie Chemet.
It was this great artist who was re-
sponsible for Miss Symons securing
the beautifnl “Grand Nicola Amati”
violin which: she now possesses. Since
her return to the Dominion, DNMiss
Svmons has been heard at manyv con-
certs and has given recitals with Mr.
Frank Hutchens, Miss Constance Lea-
tham, and, in Wellington, a series
of most successful sonata recitals. At
these recitals no less than fourteen dif-
ferent sonatas were performed, many
for the first time in New Zealand.

In 1922 Miss Symons played in Auclk-
land with the Bohemian Qrchestra, the
“Symphonic Espagnole,” Lalo, for vio-
lin' and orchestra, and of this per-
formance the *New Zealand Herald”
said: *“Playing eantirely from memory,

them.

Miss Symons’s playing is character-
ised by sound methods, and her simple,
unaffected style, fine technical capacity,
vatural artistry and charming person-
ality make her appearance a pleasurs
and an education.

MR. GEORGE ELLWOOD.

Mr. George Iitlwood was born in York-
shire, ¥ogland, but he came to ‘New
Zealand at such a very early age that
he imay well be-regarded as a New
Zealander. As a musician, &8 New Zea-
lander he most certainly is, for it was
heve, when only seven years old, that
he commenced the study of the ’cello.

One morning, however, Mr. Hugo
Gorlitz, the well-known impressario
and manager of Gerardy, Kube-
lik, 'and other distingnished nota-
bilities, heard the youthful trio
(the sister as pianiste), and im-
niediately arranged a New Zealand
tour, The trio toured with remark-

- able success, youlig George being

termed by the Fress “a poclet edi-
tion of Gerardy.” After this tour the
trio proceeded to Europe to study.
Londen held them for a few weeks,
and then, armed with a letter of intro-
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duction to Jean Gerardy, they proceed-
ed to Brussels. Gerardy, after hearing
the lad of eleven play, sprang from his
chair, exclaiming “I will teach him
for nothing!'’—a very great privilege,

fatroduce them individually:
MR. GORDON SHORT.

Gordon Short was born and educated
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in South Australia, and it would seem
that he must have been borm with
music i his soul, for, at the age of
eleven years, he made his first public
appearance before an audience of one
thousand concert patrons. Thus was
marked the beginning of what was
destined to be a distinguished musical
career, His next achievement was to
win a scholarship open to pianoforte
students thronghout the State, entitl-
ing him to four years’ training at the
Elder Conservatorium, which is affiliat~
ed with the University. So well did
he use this great opportunity that he
became the youngest lolder of the
diploma of Associate in Music of the
Adelaide University. Thereafter, Mr,
Short became one of South Aunstralia’s
busiest pianists, being called upon to
fill innumerable engagements in all
parts of the State, including a nhum.
ber of appearances with orchestras of
high standing.

But the young musician. was not sat-
isfied with his attainments, Hence,
several vears before the war, he went
to Furope to continue his studies. His
star was in the ascendant, for he had
the good fortune to become a pupil of
Teresa Carreno, tlien acknowledged by
Continental critics as the greatest liv-
ing woman pianiste, Matty music lov-
ers slill remember Carreno’s triumph-
ant tours through New Zealand,
though ’tis many years since she gave
her farewell recital in this Dominion.
Mr. Short was also privileged to at-

tend the artists’ class held twice a

The Symons-Short-Ellwood Trio. Irom left: Ava Symons {Mrs, Prouse),

—-=8. P. Andrew, photo.

Mr, Gordon Short, and Mr. George Elwood.

hias been associated with quite a num.
ber of brilliantly successful recitals,

MISS AVA SYMONS.

Miss Ava Symons, the nnusualiy
gifted violinist, is the violinist of the

the clever violinist entered fully into
the spirit of the music, playing ot
only with success of technique in the
many intricate passages, but exhibiting
charms and expression in the more de-
licate movements of the composition.
Thie andante gave frequent opportuni-

" as Gerardy’s fee was £4 4s. an honr.

In sddifion to taking these private
lessons, George Ellwood entered the
Liege Conservatoire, and was admit-
ted into Gerardy’s ‘‘master class.” On
the conclusion of nine mouthsf study
he entered for the scholarship and
gained the ‘“Premier Prix.” This, we
believe, is the only time in the his-
tory of the Conservatoire that this

-great honour has been gained by a

bov of twelve, The Liege Conserva-
toire has long been famous for its
string plavers, and such famous men
as Gerardy, HEngene Page, Ovide
Musin, Joseph Jongen, Charles de
Beriot, and others, too numerous ta
mention, had received their traiping
within its walls. L

The “concours’—examinations—aof
the conservatoires in Belgiwmn are con-
sidered of natiomal importance, and,
though held in the halls of the con-
servatoire, are open to public attend-
ance, After George Ellwood's —per-
formance the whole audience of two
{housand people gave sponfaneous
vent to a great demonstration of ap-~
proval, which was only eclipsed by
the splendid ovation accorded  the
youthful artist when lie was acclaimed
the winner of the coveted honour. Fol-
lowing this memorable event George

Tllwood was known throughout the

city of Liege as “the little fm'eigne,i;
wlho liad gained the Premier Prix,
Leaving Liege, the Ellwood Trio fol-
fowed Gerardy to Brussels, where, liv-
ing but two or three deors away, they
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week by the great Hungarian pianist,
Ernst Dohnanyi, by special permission
of the director of the world-famous
Berlin Hochschule, It may be mnoted
here that Mischia Levitzki, whose su-’
peth playing stirred New Zealand's
musicians to the d=pth a few years ago,
gradeuated from this class.

After the death of Teresa Carreno
Mr, Short continued his studies with
Josef Weiss, the greatest of present-

. trjo, and her work adds grace and
distinction to any concert programme.
Miss Symons is a New Zealander, She
showed exceptional talent during her
early studiss with Max Hoppe, when
she won first prize at the Napier com-
petitions, and also attained a similar
distinction at the Auckland competi-
tions it the open class in the same
year (1911}, To pursue her studies
she journeyed {o England, entered the

ties for a beautiful tone quality, while . irtually members of his house-
the final “Rondo” shiowad the refined }w:(e)c}‘(}me f? twas‘during this time that
rhythmic sense of the artist,.” Miss {he Iillwonds studied chamber music
Symons had the privilege of studying with ;ealout;' intensitv, devoting them-
this work with Toscha Seidel, the celves to i every night from 8 o'clock,
eminent violinist, ;){ten until nearly 1 aan. T'rios apd

On her return from another irip quartets were played. Sometimes Panline
abroad in 1924, when she received Hilwood, sometimes Madame Gerardy—a
specinl tuition from Maestro Poltron- very acc’omplished pianiste—would {ake
leri, principal violin master of the ile piano, with George on the *cello,
Milan Conservatoire of Music, the his Drother on the violin, and, in quar-
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2 day Hungarian pianists, and a favour- Royal Academy, and studied there un- Tocalon String Quartet was formed, . « &'E :
g ;.\J ite pupil of the great ILiszt. Josef der the wellknown violinist and -ex- and later she joined Mr. Gordon Short {Confinned on page 5.) Al
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