"THE N.Z. RADIO RECORD

mongst the

Jisteners

This is the Listener’s Corner. It is available for reports of receptions from indi-

viduals; ‘the correspondence of Leagues of Listeners dnd reports of their proceedings;
construclive criticism or suggestions for the betterment of radio in general and the con-

sistent improvement of thé service that broadcasting can render in our community life. .
. We wish this page to be the meeting-place of listeners and officials for the better under-.
" : standing of points of view and the problems of others.. It is a “Service” page, and we

invite you to make use of it. Address all communie

Box 1032, Wellington.

RNSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

.&[.P, {Tairton, Canterbury}.—Com-
“sunnicate with I Sime and Co., In-
dent Agents, Wakefield Street, Wel-
Yingion, and state model of vour
set. .

BADW. (Dargavillc).—Send 8s. in a.
money-order to the Citizens’ Radio
-Seivice Bureau, 608 Sontlh Dearborn
Strest, Chicago, I, U.8.A., and
ask them to mail you their latest®
“Citizens’ Radio (Call Book.” ~

B.E.M. (Wairarapa).—The only Ade-
laide station on about 300 metres is
BN {The BDN Proprictary, ILtd.,
"Ny 2 Montpelier Street, Parkside,
Sonth Australia), which operates on
CB18 niores. There can be mo 8EN
Hulney, as the “3" denotes Vie-
Jtoria, - 27 is allotted to all New
South Wales stations, No record can
‘be found of any SEN in Ausstrilia.
Y& miay be a new lighthouse siation
on the Victorian coast.

*  Interierence irom Dynamos.

" Instructions have been asked for re-
garding the elimination of interference
from local power plants. The use of a
connterpoise in place of the usual earth
rouncction has already been, advised in
this .olumn. Where a counterpotse
under the aerial is impracticable it
may consist of a couple of wires, well
insulated, run round the sides of the
garden. If it is possible to get the co-
operation of the authority running the
power-honse, sparking at the generator
brushes can be minimised and the in-
terfcrence almost, if not euntirely, elim-
gnated.  This method consists in con-
necting a fixed condenser of large
capacity through a fuse, to each brusi.
The other side of each condenser- 18
‘then earthed to the frame of thie mach-
ine. The capacity of condensers must
be  suitable to the amount of curremt
being generated, and a transmitting
type should be used. The fuses are to
prevent tronble in case of a condenser
bresking down. . )

In the case of an ordinary electric

" motor or small generator, as low a

value as two microfarads for“each con-
denser may be effective.

Our Ma;‘ii]-lmBag

Would This Cure Oscillation?

Clavity (Iuvercargill): Are persons
ailowed to interfere with our pleasure
at a theatre concert by interrupting the
various items? Why shonld we have
£o tolerate a similar interference when

Hlistening to radio concerts? The oscil-

fation fiend has been with us too long.
Mo vyears now attempts have heen
made to reduce the trouble by -educa-
tional methods, but there seem  §%t
many individuals who either canuot or
ill not beumefit by the numerons in-
structions that have been given in the
- art of tuning the type of sets that are
prone to radiate wlen carelessly tuned.
Yo you not think that some more dras-

tic action should be taken to cut out

the interference these sets cause? If
-the P. and T. Department would refuse
o grant (at the expiry of the present
Yicense) a license to the owier of a
radiating set until it is converted into
2 nou-radiating omne, it would overcome
the difiiculty once and for all, ‘The cost
of such contversion would not- he great,

end would be offset by the increased}|

. efficiency of the receiver and the hoon
econferred on other listeners, What do
your readers think of tlie proposal?

) Any Backers?

Back Blocks {Westport),—Allow me
to congrafulate you on your fine paper,
much looked forward to. I have been
a listeper in from the early years of
broadeasting, and onght to know a
little about statioms, programmes, ete.,
and how they come in. “Ihe stations
are improved a lot since the earlier
€imes, but even yet just when you want
to bear something important away she
goes and you don’t get it! Now, I con-
bider the programmes are too good for
.anybody, and for myself I would like
ko see the company put the surplus
more into the stations, not on to ap-
pointing directors of this thing or the
other thing, that can’t bring it to us.
The reason why I write this letter is to
advance a suggestion to listeners-in
and everyone interested im  wireless.
Now, this is it: What about a big sta-
fion in Dunedin, 10,000 watts? I sng-
é;est that every listenerdn lend £1 on
nterest, and the £1 be returned in a
few years, We then would place be-
fween £25,000 to £30,000 for the com-
pany to go shead with, Of course the
Subscription would only be voluntary.
I am quite sure no real listenerin
would refuse. He would have interest
o his pound and a station to listen
fo. ‘the Government lent £15,000, we
mnderstand, and there was a lot said
about it, and I think now tlie listenet-in
ean go one better. Now then listeners-
fn, set the ball rolling! .

" Sunday Broadcasting,

Miramar: 1 would respectfully like to
ugeest to you that as Sunday is the
ey set apart in which we are solely
0 wotship our God, and that as the
resent represemitative  of Christianity
to-day is the Church, so I would sug-
gest that Sunday be reserved wholly
¢ that Dody, irrespective of denomina-

tions, We have six week days fo ¢n-
joy many formns of music, bui only one
in whicl tlie sacred music, combined
with the church service, does so much
for the uplift of the sonl, I would sug-
gest that from 6 pam. to 645 pam, be
reserved for children’s services, with
appropriate ministers; for  children,
6.45 p.m. to 7 p.m., sacred organ music}
and 7 pa. fo 9 pam, the ordinary
church service, prolonged swith music
rendered by individual or cowmbined

choits, Closing down at 9 pam. would
allow of hearing Ausiralian services, "if
required, i

. Sydaney Satisficd.

G.D. (Coogee, Sydiey): This recep-
tion was obtained on an eight-valve
super-heterodytie, using a loop, and
sitnated 250 vards from station 2DBL&
aerial, so 1 think this is a very good
performance.  There is every reason
for me to tune into vour station more
often, as the items are gnite up 1o auy
other station I have Dbeard.

The Gramophone and Wireless,

B. 1, Watkinzon {Christchurch): You
are aware that T ami very deaf, as the
“Radio Record’” published somce weeks
ago gave an account of what wircless
has done for me,* Now, 1 have a cab-
inet gratmophone, a first-class instrn-
wnent, abd piles of records that have
been taken great care of—most of them
better than new, for records improve

with nse, if a new needke is nxed
every time the récord is used. It has

beent no use to me for years, as I
lave gradually got more deaf. 1 could
not hear the gramophoue with my head
in the loud-speaker.

Now, thanks to wireless and later in-
ventions, I cdn hear it tem or twenly
times louder than ever I did hefore,
and the tome is greatly improved. I'he
little adaptor that has done this is call-
ed the electric tru-tone for n.cdernis-

and  give them pleasure, and at

-

ing gramophones, and consists of a
microphons with ngedle attachment to
fit the arm of the lond-speaker of {le
gramophone,  This is connexted by
flexible cords to the volume amplifier
or regulator, and from this by two cords
to an ebonite plug to fit in place of the
valve., It can Dbe chatiged over from
the air to ihe gramophsne in a few
seconds,

My grandson brought me it a few
days ago, thinking it would give me
pleasnre—he krnows I’'ve a good gramo-

plione and have to sit dummy while’

other people enjoy it, 1 am telling

Mr. Alex. Dey, one of the
° drollest  of humorists and
thonght by many te be the

chief of radio comedians in
LChrisichittrch, will “do his bil”
to aggravate the cheerfuiness of
Saturday night's entertainment
at 3YA. N .

N

vou ibis so that other sons and grand-
sons who hiave friends and relatives in-
flicted by deafness can take the hint
the
same time get  entertainwent, should
wireless fail yot, or you want a bit of
music when radio is not on (he air,
or wlen your local station is closed
down, and the small fry are making
night hideous #nd making it impossible
for a well-hebaved, respectable set {o
get any,other station.

I shiould have told you that the clec-
tric tru-toma can be used by either a
three, five, or seven valve set, but I
find it better to work on 4-volt instead
of Svolt. on the A Dbattery, when using
a seven-valve set. I'he ouly advan-
tage I can see in it to people of normal

hearing is as T have stated, but {o any-

ations: Editor, “Radio Record,” P.0.

one deaf it is a wonderful discovery
and shoukl be faken advantage of
wherever possible,

A Warning.

II. ¥, Cook (Hastings).-~Rccently X
have rcad about people receiving elec-
tric shocks through handling elcetrical
appliances while wearing leadphones,
Althonglh not  wearing lieadphones I
had a similar experience a few days
ago which may serve as a warning to
those of your rcaders who use electric
soldering irons, Getting very poor re-
sults on my set I inspected the wiring
and found a faulty joint. I then turn-
ed off the batleries, leaving tlhie aerial
aud ¢arth wires  atlachied, aud heated
my electric soldering iron.  Holding
this by its insulated handle, 1 grasped
the wire I intended to solder. Imme-
diately Y received a sharp shock. I
do not know whether this occarred be-
fore 1 applied the point of the iron to
the joint or after, as it all happencd
so dquickly., Remembering the cauntion
ahbout discounecting the earth lead I
did so, and had no more irouble, so
I am inclined to believe that the shock
came before (e soldering iron tonchied
the joint. It seems that it is not wise
to rely upon the insulating properties
of the handle of an electric soldering
iron.

IIxperience of Fading.

Robt, Davidson, Tauraron.—A sub-
ject of interest to many lsteners-in
wounld he an investigation of the areas
round ibe main broadeasting stations
within which reception is distorted and
weak. I give parliculars of my own
case, Previous to the change in wave-
lengihs 1YA was received liere (85
miles northh  of 1YA) at saplendid
strength and without any distortion
on a four-valve set. 8YA was received
at about half the volume of 1YA, and
was subject to fading,  Siunce the

Some Features

Mr, F. Vernon GrifRibhs will
give one of his popular musical
addresses at 3YA on FThursday,

= Moore, photo.
MR. T. VERNON-GRIFFITHS,
At present lecturer in music at the
Training College for 'Tdachers, at
Christchureh, conductor of the Royal
Christchurch Musical Socicty, anit
conductor to the Christchureh Savage
Club, Mr., T. Vernon-Griffiths, M.A.,
Mus. Bae. (Cantab.), I. Mns,
T.0.L., comes to New Zealand with
high testimomials, Born in Cheshive,
h was edueated at Norwich Gram-
o mar School, and Pembroke College,
Cambridge, where he took an active
part in all sports, particularly
cricket, rowing and {football. He
served in France during the war as
an officer in the Sherwood Foresters,
being invalided home in 1018,
Mr. Vernon-Grifliths entered Pem-
broke College as Organ Scholar, and
was subsequently elected organist
and master of the ehoristers, FHe
studied music under Dr, Edward
Burmett, Mr, J. Meers, Dr, BE. Mark-
ham Lee, Cr. O. B. Rootham, Dr.
" K, F. Horner, the Iate P’rof. Chatles
Wood, and the late Prof, Sir Charles
Stanford. Mr, Vernon-Griffiths was
appointed senior music master,
Downside Schoel, Somerset, England,
and prior to coming to New Zealand
under engagement to the Xdueation
Department, he was senior musie
master, organist and choirmaster at
St. Edmund’s School, Canterbury,
Ingland, He has numerous com-
positions to his credit,
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Pedro, California, wrofe to 8YA 1o ask
who the organist was, and reguested
that lLis photograph should be  sent.
Solos by Mr. Lake will he inlerspersed
in Friday’s programme at 8YA.

_ There was 110 more picturesque figure
inn the early days than was {he coach.
man. e was the guide, entertainer,
and friend of every passenger entrusted
to his care, and the miemory of bim
will live long. Some of the coachinen
were ontstanding and unique characters,
and some interesting anecdotes colcerin
ing them are to be told at $YA on
Wednesday evening by Mr. W. Hav-
ward, whose futher was one of the “old
school.”  Iivervone in Christclmrel, in
Canterlyry, and, in {acf, all over the
South Island, knew Hayward’s coachies
and huses. But the name of the “Rink
Stables” haé given place to that of the
“Rink Taxis,"” which Mr. Ieo ITav-
ward, a grandson of the old pionesr,
controls. It is a case of “like faller,
like son” in mote ways than one, for
both lave taken ‘o {lie air.” Br.
Leo IMayward is the gentleman who is
telling the story of the trip round the
Southern Lakes.

Captain Findlay has taken to the
air in another semse. He will be on
at 3YA on Monday in a talk about
the Wigram aerodrome, of which
he has charge, and will give listen-
ers a brief account of the history of
aviation. Captain Tindiay is a son
of Sir John Findlay, and had a fine
war record.

Miss Lucew Cowan, talenled elocn-
tionist, aud a most popular artist at
3YA, will be on tle zir fiom that sta-
tion- op Vriday,

DUNEDIN NOTES

. *The Banded Brotherlivod of
'Bacca Burners” is the title of Pas-
tor W. 1), More’s weekly discourse
at, 4YA on Tuesday.  Mr., More
labels his talks well.

The service to be broadcast on Sun-
day evening will be from the St
Andrew’s Street Church of Chirist.. ‘The
preacher will be Pastor W. D. .fore,
whose voice is ktown to thousands »f
listeners, IIis addresses fror: the
studio on luesday evenings are al-
ways appreciated,

Tuesday aftetnoow’s session  at
4YA will include addresses by Mr. I
sreenwood and Miss Puechegud, “Ihis
lady, continning her falks on “Interior
Decoration,” will deal this week with
the “Redecorating of Qld-fasluoned
Bedrooms,”” She will give many valu-
able hints for making inexpensive al-
teretions, comsistent with -the latest
ideas.

The evening concert on Tucsday will
comprise a large programme of well-
known songs of the popular type, and
will be given by the 4YA Intertain-
ers, Amongst ‘the vocalists to be
heard will be Mrs, J. Marshall, Misses
Gwen Cooper amd M. Bills, Messrs, A.
Watson and Billy Gay. Instrumental-
ists include Mr, M, Iforn with his

561 Willis Streef, WELLINGTON,
Lelephone 45542,

saxoplione, and Mr. Norman Scurr

with Iawaiian guitar selections,

—8keoteh, . 8, Reid.
MR, ERNEST JAMINSON,

popular and unassuming, and perhaps
one of the best kmown and wmost
capable all-round musicians in Aus-

tralin  and New Zealand, M.
Jamieson, known for many.
years as  the leading flautist

of the Dominion, has by his talent,
hard work, and wide experienee,
gained a position at the top of the
tree—conductor of the largest theatve
in Canterbury, A pupil of Mv. John
TLemmone, world-famous fiautist, Mr,
Jamieson has fulfilled many im-
portaut appointments suclt as prin-
cipal flautist of the 1906-7 Inter-
national MNixhibition: Orchestra, and
he was for many years with Messrs.
4. O, Willinmsoun's companies. M,
Jamieson has toured and appeared
on the stage with some of the world’s
leading singers, including ¥mma
Calve, the greatest Carmen in musi-
cal history, and Lydia Lipkovsks, the
renowned Russian soprano. Listeners-
in readily class him as ome of the
Dominion’s best conductors, for only
an artist of his calibre could put
such artistic interpretations over the

wire. Just recently the world-re-
nowned master pilanist, Siv Jan
Paderewski, during his visit to

Christchurch, attended the Liberiy

Theatre, and at the conelusion of the

performance congratulated Mr.

Jamieson on the wonderfully correct

rendering of his celebrated “Minuet.”

It was, he said, his ideal interpretn~
tion.
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change, 1¥YA comes through at about
one-third of its previous streugth, and
1s so subject to distortion and fading
The
change in wave-length did not alter
the strenpthi or clearness of 3¥YA. From
the foregeing it would appear that
(tailess something is radically  wrong
with 1¥A) at a certain critical dis-
tance from a- broadcasting station, . dis-.

| tortton and weak reception occur, and

that this critical distance varies witl’
the wave-leugth nszd, 1 wounld like to
hear {he opinious of other listeners-in
on this matter, especially those at a
distance between 50 and 70 wmiles of tlie
F LAY, stations I would like to ex-
press my appreciaiion of the improve-
ment in programmes of 2YA and 3YA
lately, 1¥A I cannot vouch for, not.
being able to listen to them. Mr, Mc-
Avoy from 2YA last Thursday sang
remarkably well, and lis voice evident-
ly suits the microphone, as it came
over very well, 1 hope we sliall hear
him again. P

Hurorous Items.
looking

R.ALO. (Remuera).—In

through the various programmes in '
your issue of {he 16th inst, the al-
most total absence .of hmmorous itemis-
Might the atten-'

is again noticeable. ‘
tion. of the various programme orgai-
isers be drawn to this omission, as it

should not be a diflicult matter to pro-*

cure talent in the above line, and

thereby further improve otherwise ex-,
cellent programmes.~—[As a mattet of+

fact, limmorous ilems are difficult “to
procure for Droadcasting purposes; No-
thing varies so much as the personal
standsrd of humour. Vaudeville items
with somewhat broad humour -are not:
alwavs suitable. Flumour that de-

pends for results upon double mean”

ings is obvionsly barred. The costno-

politan nature of the radio andience”

limits the scope of the hnmorous items
that may Dbe broadcast. I{umour that
is quite in keeping, say, at a football-
ers’ smoke concert may not sound so
nice in a suburban drawing room yper
medium of the londspeaker. The sub-
jeet is not so easy as it may seem at
first glance, but the organisers are al-
wayvs ready to welcome suggestions as
to items or performers, and would be
glad of your lelp.~Tid.}

GOOD WORK BY “HAM”

TWO-WAY WITIT VIVEE COUNTRIES
IN ONI§ LVENING.

My, A, Crubb, of Core, sends pare
ticufars of gooud two-way communica-
tion with Turope and Amcrica on the
evening of Septcinber 11, Operations
were conducted at  station  OZIAE,
Gore, and two-way communication was
obtained with  Germany  BE4UZ,
France LI'SI0, Britain LIIG5QL, Amee
rica NU4RM, and Ausiralia all on the
satne evening,

The transmitting cquipment n use
consisted of iuned plate and funed
grid circuit, using two UX210 valves
with an input of & watts and wave~
lengtli 82 metres.

Two-way communication was also es«
tablished with  Irance,  using  two
2017 receiving {ubes as iransmitters,

A DOMINION FEDERATION

IS IT WORTII WHILE?

“B.C.IL.," in the “Taranaki Daily
News,” writes as follows:--An endeav-
our to obtain a Dominion federation of
the various New Zealand listeners’ or-
ganisations is heing made by the Ama-
teur Radio Society of Wellington, which
Tras suggested the eduncil of the propos-
&d Domunion league should consist of
a delegate from cachr of the societies.
The council woald meet once a year in
Wellington, and would lave a paid
secretary residing in Wellington, It
is suggested the listeners’ socicties
should Hnk wup with the Dominion
league now and that the first meeting
should Le leld at the end of the month,

In the opinion of the Auckland Ids-
teners’ League the proposed meeting
of delegates in Wellingfton this month
should De purely a conference to decide
whether a Dominion league will be
formed, as it is not prepared to unite
with au institution withont a prelimin-

| ary complete discussion of it3 aims and

objects.  Both the Canterbury IListen-~
ers’ League and the Radio Society of
Cliristchurch have  already decided
against joining the Dominion league
proposed by Wellington listeners,
Besides being’zn umnecessary burden
ott mewmbers of societies inn the way of
dues to micet secretaries’ salaries and
other expenses, the proposed Dominion
Council will, in the writer’s opinion,
serve no useful purpose, As the pro.
posed rules provide for a delegate for
each 50 members, or portion thereof,
the members of large socicties, such as
Wellington, would simply “rule the
roost,” and & is quite “evident that,
from our point of view, their views o
broadcast atters, such as power,
would not coincide withh those of Tara«
naki listeners. . It i3 to bhe. hoped, in’
the best interests; of listeners, in view
_ recent developments, that all dele-
gates from the smaller socictivs cast

a block tote against the proposed Do-

minion league,

The instollation of a radio sel scems,
to mean to most new radio fans simply.
the putling np of a good acrial., The
carth counection for some unknowsy

_reason is ignored as far as an efficient

connection goes. In putting a radio
set in a house it shonld be. remember~

ed that 2 good eartlt connection is jusk

as important as a good aerial.
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