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_Friday, September 23, 102}

\mongst_the Listeners

This is the Listener’s Corner. I is available for reports of r’edebtioiié from indi-

RADIO RECORD

' yiduals; the correspondence of Leagues of Listeners and reports of their proceedings;

constructive criticism or suggestions for the betierment of radio in general and the con- =~ ‘
- sigtent’ improvement of the service that broadeasting can render in our community life, T

 We wish this page to be the meeting-place of listeners and officials for the better under-

~ gtanding of peints of view and the problems of others.. It - ane
Address all communications: Editor, “Radio Record,” P.0.

_invite you

‘Box 1032, Welli;ig’top.i )

©T - Business here is booming. Mr. Jeff,
- PBullen, of *“The Takes,’ has iostalled
an eight-valve set,'and is cbtaining ex-
--gellenit results, - : o
The pack horse was called in to equip
Me, G. E. T, Shand with a six-
~yalve set.” This shows low the wire-
fess is taking the latest  mews to the
¥most inaccessible spofs,

- Mr. Morton Bullen, of ‘“The Elms,”

§s another radio fan at’present operating

“'&. six-valye set. )

. On Wednesday last, when the foot-

“dall match was being broadcast from
‘Palmerston North on. relay, Mr. Rey
C“LClark took a six-valve set in a motor-
- sar, and listened to the progress re-

“pott of the match until his destination

.was reached in the Blue Dued Valley.

- {he report came through with excellent
¥olume. )

A niovice whe recently took up radio
it these parts boasted of his powerful
Said lie to a friend: “Welling-
“gon is on 420 metres, fsn't it? Well, I

€an get it from 420 down to 300!’ Not
fnuch selectivity about that set! -

_Another agent said: “Boy, you should
“hear my set; ¥ can get three stations

8t once—Wellington, Japan, aud Syd-
hey.” e should try and hold Wel-
!mtg!ton. -and cut the cther two stations
ou o
~ Recently a young fellow thought he
would attempt to secure a coramission
for a radio set. Ife had a five-valve,
fuite new to him.

. up the prospective client, saying:
“Hang off, radio, I have the goods for
you.”” He later visited the residence

~and found a six-valve set installed.
Then he hurried off to Christchurch,
and brought up a seven-valve set. The
picspective purchaser gave him a
#chance,” and asked him to demon-
ttrate against his six-valve set. The
gix-valve operated on the second floor,

-and the seven-valve on the first. The
purchaser directed operations, and call-
ed for stations. The six-valve won eas-
ily. It was an eightvalve, with only.

- #ix used, and this without an aerial

"Xt was a good test, and smart Alec was
defeated. .

There are now fifty radio-sets in Kai-

_koura, forty-one of which have been
supplied by the “Star’ office, the pion-
eers of radio in Kaikoura. Mr. A. B.
Clark published the “Wireless News”

it France in Januaty, 1918

RADIO DANCE AT PIRINOA

_ Radio dances are becoming more
~popular every day., The Memorial Halt
at Pirinoa was the scene of a successful
- function on Saturday, September 10 fast,
when a number of the local residents
gathercd to dance to the music of
Allen’s orchestra, so excellently broad-
east by 2VA. After 2YA had closed
down, those present were able to hear
descnpti_cms of motorcycle racing from
the National Speedway, Brishane, per
medinm of Station 40G; also motor
sports from 2FC, Sydney. The last
two rounds of the tight, Williams v.
8quires, were enjoved by the men pre-
sent, and altogeiher an enjoyable radio
evening was spent. .
_Several people expressed regret that
“there was not more variety in the
dance music, consisting as it did of onlv
fox trot and waltz numbers, but several
extras, including lancers and two ote-
sleps were arranged, with Mr. “Perriot"

Morris—a prominent Maori entertain-

er—at the piano. Much appreciation
of 2YA%s programme was expressed,
the opintion being advanced that if more
dance music was included on these ce-
tasions the gatherings would be even
tuore successful,

NEW RADIO NAMES

New standards of nomenclature for
tadio receivers devised to simiplify the
technical vocabulary of manufacfurers
‘and users of such apparatus have been
adopted by the United States Stand-
. erds, Committee of the National Elec-
trical Manufacturers’ Association, The
@ssociation handbook, which will be
- available shortlv, will include the new
standards. ‘T'he radio division of the
association has adopted the following'
colours for vacuum valve hases to per-
mit ready ideutification: Dark red for
eneral purpose valves; green for
gpecial detector valves; orange . for
andio power valves, '
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Hearing that an-{
other firm was installing a set, he rang |

to make use of it.

( Qur Mail Bag
REPLIES :rd | CORRESPONDENTS.

H. Mather (Millerton).—It i gnite
evident tifat your batteries are de-
fective, and shonld be sent to the
agents for examination, The ven-
dors would be the best people to get
in touch with. :

C.V.B. (Waihopo, North Auckland).—
"3XM is listed as the Princetown
University Wireless Club, Prince-
town, New Jersey, U.S.A,, but the
call-sign may have heeti changed
over ~ to the Bell Telephone Com-

Wpany, U.SA

N. McNabb (Marsden, Grey-
mouth).—4ZB is listed as R. B.

Brewin, 21 Hast 38th Street, Savan-

nah, Georgia, U.S.A. .

| «“Perplexed” (Havelock).—The trouble
is seemingly due fo a- power-line
leakage. t
music from 3YVA submerged the noise,
that station being louder then 1VA.
Tt is not practicable to eliminate the
noise from the dynmamo without con-
siderable expense. i )

®.H.B. (Northland).—Evidenily your
crystal receiver and aerial fuued right
on to a harmonic of 2YA. The fund-
amental wave-length of your aerial and
earth system being equal fo the wave-
fength of the harmonic.

K.B.P. (Murchison) —It would appear
that von were receiving 2YA on 2
“harmonic.” ‘The station you heard
just above 800 metres was 2GB, Syd-
néy, the Theosophical station.

“Who's the Siranger?
F.J.R. (Taumarnnni): For the past

two or three evenings, whilst lstening
in to 2BL, Syduey, I have been au-
noyed with a whistling sound, caused
by~ a station broadcasting—I presnme,
on the same wave-length. Last even-
ing it was more pronounced than us-
wal, and I was able to hear—whilst
98I, was working—a woman singing,
and then some orchestral music. This
was during the children’s session. On
my set, Christchurch, Aunckland, and
9BI, are close together, Melbourne,
81O, and 4QG, Brishane, coming nest,
all within twenty degrees on my dials
Tn between Christchurch and Anck-
1and a station works, but does not -
“terfere with one much; but the sta
tion above referred fo causes interrup-
tion with both Auckfand  and 281,
The approximate time the interruption
occurs is ahout 7.30 p.m. Perhaps
some of vour readers could help me.
T was pléased to read in last week’s
“Record”” that you arve going to have an
experimental evening mext week. 2YA
is certainly the pick of ull stations,
except on may set it Js somewhat
noisy, and I have to go down on to
Girst stage, end I get it louder Lthan
Anckland  Christchurch is picked up
better than Auckland, and that is 2
thine I cannot understand.

[The fact that all the stations come
in within twenty degrees of your dials
seems to indicate that your con-
densers are of too large an electrxqal
capacity. It would be worth while
ascertaining whethet the get was 1m-
ported, or assembled in New Zealand.
Sometimes correspondents ellude to
their sets as being of a certain make,
| whereas they were assembled in New
Zealand, and they omitted to explain
this. We cannot identify the inter-
fering station at present.]

Is the Powerhouse Too Poweriul?

A. Jardine (Hora Hora): My set
works  ahsolutely quietly at DMount
Tden, Auckland. and yet at the power
station here considerable hissing or
rushing noise comes from the lond-
speaker, but oceasionally dies down
quiet, then teturns. Some nights are
not as bad as others, giving clearer
reception and a faint hiss. On Sat-
urday, 10th, there were intermittent
scratchy mnoises in the loudspeaker;
hissing or rushing very pronounced ;
constant fading. Fading on other
nights is frequent, but lasts for only
a second or two, like the wave voltage
dying to zero and returniug to maxi
mum, A peculiar thing is, the sta-
tion annouticement is always {all and
clear, but when a speech is made it is
difficult to hear all, just as though the
speech-maker had turnied around in-
stead of speaking into the microphone.
Music comes throwgh the best, particu-
farly pianos, organs, orchestras, qn:i
instruments; singing fairly good; difii-
cult to bear the words, ~Christchurch
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~For REAL Radio Reception~--

THE INSTRUMEHT OF QUALITY
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“cLEAR AS A BiLL

SHIELDED SIX
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Unsurpassed for sensitivity,
gelectivity, and TONE. Hear

8 “ SONORA ™ and you will
" forget about the others,

M

B Terms arranged,

o e
58 Willis Street
WELLINGTON,

: -M((I.ul!&liilll!:?lllIrlliillI!fl!!(l{iﬂ‘i{il}bi_.’(!{tgl_l!(ilNl”:l[lEillﬂlAIIlImtlﬂlll!mﬂ!![lll!ﬂlill"lillﬂll:_l!_ﬂ_!yﬂwglulwllﬂ!y![

N

| including lead-in to ground.

1t is probable that the |
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tanes ‘in at good volime SL.zmgtiincs;
other times it is faint; but this sta-

tion is fairly easy to pick up. Auck-

laud, or 1YA, is the miost difficult to
get, aund is' subject to congiderable fad-
ing. On Saturday night, September
10, 1VA could not be tuned in, yet
3YA came in’ strong.
was wet and misty. Of the Austral-
ian stations, 9FC comes  in at good
strength, and formerly 4QG, Brisbane;
but now only 2FC tunes in. Does the
nearness of the power station with the
HL.T, lines canse interference? Xlave
they any choking effect? Does a sub
antentia eliminate this. by using filter-
ed ground waves? My aerial is No. 14
S.W.G., solid phosphor bronze, 80 feet
Does
a brass knife switch on the aerial to
set (indoor), with good contacts, do
as well as a copper switch, than con-
nected direct from aerial to set? The
ground connection is of four galvanis-
ed iron pipes, 8 feet 6 inches deep,
and a heavy gauge wire runuing to {le
water service pipe 12 feet away; the
4 g.i. pipes are in gravel ground, bat
kept well saturated with water; earth
leads are bolted to brass clips on
pipes. .
[The proximity of the power station
is likely to cause inlerference, such as
a rushing sound, other noises, and
even a choking effect. A subantennz
means a greatly reduced range for your
set, and, therefore, weaker sigals, The
brass switch will be effective. Use
either the galvanised iron pipes or the
water pipe, but uot both. By lesting,
ascertain whicli earth is the better and
restrict yourself to it.—Ed.] ’

2YA Strong Eneugh in Picton,

“Radio” {Picton).—What is worrying
me is the number of listeners that
complain that 2YA has no strength. I
can’t nnderstand it, more so as we are
in a very bad locahty for long distance
reception, and anything in the cham-
pion log line. 8%\ fades terribly with
us at most times, but we doun’t blame
the station; we can’t very well when
other localities twice as far from 3YA
report excellent reception. I get suffi-
cient volume {rom 8YA without an
aerial to fill a house, Yet if I grasp
the end of the lead-in in my hand, hut

| not touching the set in any way, sig-

nals at once almost cease. Can you ex-
plain this? Mr  George Scott, Oao-
nui, Taranaki, rsks about a station
broadcasting a church service on Thurs-
day, August 25, 6.45 to 715 pm. I
have had this station two or thiree timtes
and wrote you sote time back councern-
ing the strauger. May I make one sug-
gestion, Sir? When a breakdown oc-
curs at any of the B.C.’s stations, could
this be announced a couple of times
from the other stations? ‘This would
satisfy the listeners, and also save a
ot of worry over the telephone.

The fading of 3YA, Christchurch, is
due to uncontrollable causes in respect
to your reception, ‘Ihe station broad-
casting a church service on Thursday
carniot be identified by ns. The grasp-
ing of your lead-in affords a passage
to earth for the incoming signals. Ap-
parently the aerial bas an inductive ef-
fect on your set when the lead-in is
free, The suggestion regarding a break-
down was applied recently ({although
belatedly) in commnection with 2YA’S
breakdown. ‘There would always, of
course, be many listeners who would
not pick up the announcements from
the other stations.]

Good Daylight Reception,

B, McD. (Pabiatua).~-2YA is parlicu-
larly clear in the afternoon in this dis-
trict. DTersomally, I have mno fault to
find with night reception of 2YA. There
is occasional fading and distortion, but
not more than from other stations. I
hear other things said by a few other
listeners, but as far as I can gather
2YA is heing well received throughout
the district, and the programmes are
good.

Study the “"Mike."’

B.T.W. (Christchureh), (an old ex-
perienced listener  with & wealth of
scientific engineering skill at Iuis back),
says! Two things are wanted in radio—
all performers, both vocal and instru-
mental, want to study the ‘“‘mike’” and
learn that it does not give off the
sound in the same volume it receives
it, but squares or magnifies it, with the
result that» a singer who starts as if
he or she were crooning a child to
sleep (scarcely hearable) and finishes
witll a voice of full capacity (often on
high tiotes) that would fill 'a hall con-
taining 15,000 listeners, that could be
heard 4 gunarter of a mile off, must
fearn that this won’t do for the micro-
phone, Al studio artist begiuners want
coaching with an expert, When I say
all I hatr such singers as the lady who
sang at 2VA recently, I believe her
name was Miss Marshall, She sang like
a prima douna-—splendid; so did the
tengr, and the pianist was also perfect.
Amnother thing listenets-in want. coach-
ing, both throngh your paper and also
through the studio. It wants drum-
ming into them every night., 3YA has
been very uureliable for about a2 month
now, . We had to cnt it out time after
time,  Of course the station gets the
blame, whereas if listeners would look

nearer home they wonld stand s better| 3

The weather.

is a “Service” page, and we

, - This vi_s Pleasant, _

H.F., (Whangatel): I lave been a
constant listener-in for the past two
years, and during the- greater part of

for New Zealand stations to reach a
standard which would put them on
the radio map. I congratulate the
Broadcasting  Co. oif having reached
that standard—1¥A, 2YA and 8YA are
splendid stations, and the variety of
‘I:Jh?! programmes should suit every-

ody. .
? Favourable Comment.

S.W. (Newtown) : ¥ wish to congratu-
late you on the steady improvement
of your programmes., Conld you give
s more orchestral music and less
vocal items?  Sopranos especially do
not broadcast well. Billy Hart’s jazz
selections are much alppreciated by all
the family, Iaving [istened-in to the
B.B.C. stations while in Fagland, I
ecan say that New Zealand compares
very favourably. The B.B.C., does
not have a silent night. I am sure
there would be more crystal users in
New Zealand if the silent night could
be replaced by a yelay. A nightly
children’s session is urgently needed
for the kiddies. :

Good Long Distance Reception,

A. V. Pearce, principal keeper at
Penicarrow Heads Lighthonse,  writes
that on the morning of September 7 at
5.20 a.m. he picked np the test from
station PCJY at good loudspeaker
strength and heard a beautiful band
piece under the conductorship of Mr.
S. Johuston. . “This was 5.20 am.,,
New Zealand time. Thenn I heard
ALO call out ‘Hullo, PCJJ,’ three times
in succession, ' ‘Broadcasting Company
of Australie, 4 a.m., Wednesday morn-
ing.” Then came two tenor solos and
then two piano solos by Mr. Williams.
Static then interfered, but furiber calls
from 31,0 were Licard. On Saturday
morning I tuned in WGY at good
strength at 2 a.m. ‘The first ilem,
a duet; at 2315 a.m. dance pusic; at
2.95 am., violin solo; at 2.30 a.m.,
band music, very loud and good; at
2.35 a.m., a duet, after which the sta-
tion closed down.  This was all re-
ceived direct, as T heard the aunouncer
quite well.”

Radie War in Taranaki.

George 8Scott (Quomnmui) : My letter
caused one “B.QLY.” to wrile a chapler
in the “Taranaki Daily News,” where-
in he stated that lie utters a prayer
that “he does not live in Oaonui.” I
he were to live in Qaonui he might re-
ceive 2YA much better, and the fact
that I am a two-valve, three-coil user
does not necessarily mean that iy set
howls. “B.C.1." seems to have a set
on anyhody who pets 2VA successfully.
I predict a “radio war” vyet if New
Plymonth listeners do not get a relay
station,  “B.C.T." is constantly comr-
plaining!

The PDempsey-Tunney Fight,

G,.C.H.: T nolice that my letter in
your issue of September 2 has brought
forth a volley of adverse criticism from
“JV.C” In re the matter of filling
in the gap between 7.4 and 8 p.m.,
[ think that “J.W.C.”” has overlooked
the fact that a station does not possess
one announcer omly! In any case, I
do not think an extra fifteen minutes
in the early part of the evening would
be a very great strain even if there
is only oue announcer on duty. l1Iow-
ever, my object in writing is not to
commence a discussion per medium of
vour columns, but to ask if there is
atnty truth in the whisper that 2YA may
rebroadeast the Dempsey-Tuuney fight
being broadcast on short wave by sta-
tion WLW, Cincianati, on September
23. The  Broadcasting  Company
startled the whole counntry, and incid-
entally made a name for itself, by
the memorable hroadcast of the Hawke’s
Bay v. Wairarapa Ranfurly Shield
match on July 9-a truly wonderful
achievement for the initial fransmission.
There is no doubt of the interest taken
in radio by the whole country from
this date onwards. Similaxly, a ring-
side description of the Dempsey-Tun-
ney fight heard throughout New Zea-
land would, I think, be a crowning
achievement for the Broadcasting Com-
pany, The feat would not by any
means be impossible, and if not at-
tended by complete success no one
could possibly be so unreasonable as
to make any adverse criticism on same.
In regard to rebroadeasts, I hope the
Broadeasting Company is not going 1o
take up the same attifuds as the British

| over water.

this time have heen patiently waiting |

‘Broadcasting
to Empire Broadcasting!. )

_ [The ‘Broadeasting Company will do
its best in comnection with this fight,

Cotporation has in regard

and its plans will, we trust, give satis-

- | faction.—Ed.]

- Good Crys’fai Worls.
© A listener at Castlecliff, Wanganni,

| reports that he can regularly receive
‘AYA with a small, roughly-made crys-«

tol set, using galena,. the coil being
wound on a wooden former.  The

{ ‘phone strepgth is clear and distinct -

enough {o get every word of the news
session, and fading is wunnoticeable,
T"he airlitte is about 100 miles, mostly-

- A Giant Ldixdspénkcr; '
A. B, Xiiston (Reefton) :—All of

‘us in this town appreciate the “Record™

and’ in my opinion it completely fills
the bill. =~ As regards the programmte,
I am satisfied and realise the difficulty

of getting up programmes . for every .

hight in the week. If the artists realise
the pleasure they give to us in the
hackblocks, and 1 C q
thoughts the cities, they will feel tlat
their efforts are pof in wain. Vonr
reply to a correspondent; ‘’That criti-
cism has weight in accordance with the
calibre of the person making it,’* hit
the tack on_ the head with a sledge
hammer, and I fully agree with you.

As regards reception, {his town is not-

a good receiving centre, as agents des
monsiratifig varions makes of sets have
found out. I have uo trouble in gels
ting sufficient loudspeaker volume from
2YA.  Swinging is bad at times, also
mushiness,  This T put down to ivea-
ther conditions and local disturbers witts
their sets. 1YA and SYA are consis-
tent; to-night 8VA was very strong.
4YA is no good here. T will briefly
describe my layout. I have 2 aerialg
195ft, and 512ft., the fornier No. 16 cop-
per, the latter 7-20 coppet.- Pipe mastg,
50ft. high, standing on bottles. All
stay wires insulated; waler pipe earth,
aerials set ont by compass bearing. The
set is a home made 3 valve duo reflex,
annd has tuned, straight, and reflexed
RI* crystal detector, reflexed and
straight andio; the set is made up with
all makes of instrnunents. Valves ate
2/201A and TAIS. Plate voltage 90.
[ use a Idinch loudspeaker. I use
my 125ft. aerial mostly, sand on nights
when signals are weak, I tnrn over to
the 5190t., which hrings ap to loud-
speaker volame. I have also a large
frorn, 6ft. Jin. long and 3ft. 6in. across
the opening. This latter is made to
fit in the neck of my speaker. I use
this horn on Sunday evenings for choirs
and bands, and it is clearly heard up to
14 miles air line distance. ITeople ail
vver this towsn leave their windows up,
sit round the fire, or lav in bed listen-
ing to the music—mnot forgetting those
who congregate ountside on the road and
arassy banks.  Many expressions of

thanks and peaise have come voluu-,

tarily to me from people who have de-
rived pleasure from my tadio concerts.
\fusic teachers have also sent their
pupils up to get educalion on music,
The volume given ouy by the big Torn
is not distortionr or noise, and no com-
plaints have ever been voiced to me

nr through others, when giving the en.

tertainments.

Wanted, a Big Loudspeaker,

8.B. (Tauranga):--1 agree strongly
with one writer to your papetr who com-
plains of the absence of muhsic on the
air between the hours of about 5 pm.
to 8 p.m. If the four stations took
turns it would require little more effort
to provide music during such a session,
and wonld undoubtedly prove popular
to those wlo are uuable to get distant
stations.  Could not something be dote
in this respect? Iaving had a slight
experience with experimenting, I am
interested to know whether it is pos-
sible to construet a loudspeaker of un-
usual proportion that might cope with
an extraordinary amount of volume. X
have tried several large speakers, but
when the set is {urned on {ull they
are obviously overloaded. Perhaps
other listeners have found the same dif-
tieulty and an atticle on the construc-
tion of an unusuallv large speaker in
yg}ir paper might entighten uns cousider-
anly.

Is This Identity Right?

. C. Sim {Tapanui} ~-~In regard lo
Mr. 8. Mackav’s request, T may Dbe able
to enlightern him as to the locality of
one of the stations he heard, in that,
on Tuesday or Wednesday (Wednesday
T think) of this week I picked up a
harmomnie (presumablyy of 3L0O  BMel-
Hourne, transmitting on short wave to
Lingland, and this came in practically
right on RI'ON’s setting on a five valve
nenirodyne which I nse. 1 listened
to same from about § amt, to 6 am.—
the music, speeches, efc., coming in
very clear, barring statie, at good lond-
speaker sirength. I have also heard
2 station just a fraction below 3LG Mel-
bourne’s usual broadeast setting at 8.80
a.m., but could not pick up the call
for statie,

{Coutinned on Page 13.)

IR HETN RS

=
-~
fo

NEW ZEALAND CIRCUIT SETS
KING 5-VALVI: NEUITRODINI

CRYSTAL SHWTS, 10/6
Speaker and Crystal Set
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Browning Drake Sets, &

made up to order. %
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