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The important event of the time for enthusiastic amateur listeners
is undoubtedly the announcement from Britain that the British Broad-
casting Corporation is giving a temporary license to the. well-known
short-wave enthusiast, Mr. Gerald Marcuse, {o undertake as from
September 1 experimental short-wave transmission, principally designed
Vo reach Antipodean enthusiasts. The attitude of the British Broad-

_ ¢asting Corporation is that at present the difficulties of reception are
.such as to make it inadvisable for the Corporation itself to undertake

such a service, because, while temporarily creating a good deal of en-
thusiasm and interest, the reaction from probable disappointment would
be such as to operate against the real interests of broadcasting, - A period-
of experiment still remains to be undertaken before a satisfactory stage

- of efficiency can be reached. This experimental work is to be undertaken

hy Mr. Marcuse, and his activities will certainly be followed with con-
siderable interest by a number of enthusiastic listeners in both Australia
and New Zealand. ) :

The possibility of a considerable number of listeners enjoying the
Pleasure of broadcasts from London on this short~wave transmission is
indicated by the fact that it is possible to adapt an ordinary receiving
set for the reception of short-wave messages. A special article on our
front cover jndicates how this may be done. The work of adapting any

‘valve receiving set to this class of reception is very clearly outlined, and

as experimental work has successfully been undertaken with this set here
in New Zealand, it is unquestionable that results will be secured by those
who closely and carefully follow the instructions there given. This is
a most remarkable phase in the development of radio broadcasting, and
we await the outcome of Mr. Marcuse’s experiments with intense in-
terest. We will be glad to have records of reception of his transmission
drom those fortunate enough to receive them.

»Apart‘ from this experimental work by the enthusiastic band of
amateurs, it is interesting to recall the opinion of the British Broad-

- casting Corporation that, for the present and immediate future, the most

satisfactory results of Empire broadcasting are likely to be secured by
the overseas stations installing short-wave receiving sets, and rebroad-
casting on their ordinary wavelengths the original London transmission.
it 1is. interesting to note, is preparing the way
for  short-wave  reception, and when the experimental
work mnow being undertaken is further advanced, and
the scientific results achieved therefrom have been tabulated
and co-ordinated sufficiently to admit of the British Broadcasting
Corporation undertaking a definite Empire broadcasting service, then
New Zealand listeners may look for occasional novelties in the re-

roadcasts | ¢ The
d}fﬁcultxes in the.way are very considerable, and under present condi-
tiong mo sure reliance can be placed on reception satisfactory for re-
broadcasting, but scientific developments are certain, and listeners may
look for advance along these lines as opportunity offers. There's a
great difference, of course, between satisfactory expert individual
amateur reception and reception suitable for rebroadcasting,

MUSIC FIRST FAVOURITE

.

BRITISH MADE!

Broadcasting began as an entertain-
ment service; its success, wherever the
success has been any way marked, -has
béen due to the fact that it has been
directly managed or spousored by
people who know the entertainment
business; and it looks, as if entertain-
ment will always be the first consider-
ation” in providing a broadeasting ser-
vice. '~ Fven when the amateurs took
the initial inception steps in the” new

In Pebruary this year, says the Bri-
tish Commercial News, " a  cyclist
was travelling home with a new radio
valve in bis left-hand coat pocket,
when lie was ron down by a motor-car
from behind, and thrown a good djs-
tance along the road, erashing on to
his left side. It was some time before
the pained and bewildered rider realis-
ed :that his newly-purchased property

-{ Some artists want to sing, some

art it was music that was broadcast.
The popular’plebiscites also indicate
that music and other forms of enter-
tainment rather than more setious mat-
ters are desired by listeners, It fol-
lows then that the main part of the
service must be at night.  When the
family is at the fireside, or at all
events at home, that is the time to
put on the star inrns. Thus the
broadeasting companies cater for the
people to the hest. advantage. 1t is
not much use puiting on a special
item when the ‘majority of listeners are
at work or otherwise unable to listen,
The National Broadeasting Company
of America, which operate the famous

W, B.AE. chain of stations, is contem-

plating extending the hours [ gerviee
to sixteen per day, No deciSion to
Jaunch -such an extensive serviee ap-
pears to have beent made go far, hut
the idea is one that sets ns thinking,
The liobby of a few years ago certain

might bave met with disaster, but his
unpleasant- accident’ was somewhat
mitigated by the surprise he had upon
retrieving the radio valve from his
pocket, .

Although the box 'was completely
smashed, the valve it contained was
apparently unbroken, and the unfor-
tunate incident of the road was: com-
pletely forgotten when, npon inscrting

“his new Mnllard PM. valve into his

receiver, hie found that it was
fect condition, -
Once more the merit of a British-
miade article has beenn ‘hrought home
by an experience for which the mann-
facturer merely states in his literature
f‘wil’l, withstand the rougliest handl-
ing, ' . ;

in per-

ly hay come to stay and is proviaing
a desired service if there s need for
broadeasting for sixteen hourg of the
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 PROBLEMS - AND PER-
"PLEXITIES ’

WHAT .THBUDRGANISER o

ENDURES,

" Have you ever arranged a con-.
“eert? I yon have mot, you have
a iriend who. has. Ask him or heér -
the story of the efforf. - Was it
-all plain - sailing—one concert, and .
three months to arrange it?  Now’
contemplate the task of ihe broad-
cast programmie organiser in secirs
ing satisfactory pregramines every

" night of the week, This article pre-
gents ‘some of His problems and
. difficulties. -

Of the making of programmes, as
‘6f books, there is no end. So thinks
the man whio provides radio entertain-
ment for the people who  listen-in.
With his calendar set five weeks ahead
he is working day and night finding

talent and arranging programmes. But

though he is continmally working on
programmes which keep ahead of him,
just as the horizon does to a traveller,
there is much to be done by the wav-
side.. He cannot say when he has
filled up the form for a day five weeks
distant, ‘‘Well, that’s done,” and, pni-
ting it from kis mind for ever, start
on the mext day’s. He has that pro-
gramme on hig mind until the broad-
casting is completed, and the announc-
er has said “Good night” to everyone
in Radioland. There are so many
things that can happen to upset the
best laid plans and programmes.

Tt is difficult to finalise a programme.
When an organiser sets out he has a

| forin of programme in mind, and e

aimg to get the talent which will pro-
vide just the.entertainment he -plaus.
It may seem easy in theory, but in
‘practice it is a most exacting snd ex-
asperating wndertaking.

He Mas His Little List]

The programme organiser has his
list of artists, spd he sees them, or
he gets busy on the telephome, with
more or less suceess. -~ He Hhas to
choose the talent which is suitable to.
the occasion, and procure it if it is
available, and then the items have to
be selected. It is a long and tedious
business. ‘Time .and again the whole
programme has to be remodelled.

not, and have to be persuaded. Young
talent hag to be encouraged, Sowme of
these young artists will be ‘stars”
some day. Some will never sing in
radio again, and some do not want
te, Allowance has to be made for
those. who have “microphone fright,”
which has as paralysing an effect as
tstage fright.” Artistes have their
foibles and their fancjes, ss musical
people have a right to have, and sup-
reme tact is one of the gualifications
of a successful programie oiganiser.

Changes Frequent and Many,

Before a programmie is broadeast it
usnally undergoes a lot of changes.
Yor one cause and apnother artists drop
out, songs are changed, and many re-
arrangements have to be made. Fre-
quently a visiting artist, who is too
good to be missed, is obtainable, and
a place on the programme hag to be
found for him., Then there are ianv
events, happening at short notice, of
which- a description, a relay, or a re-
broadcast is worth while, even at the
cost of remaking a programme.

Broadcasting officials have a lot of
interruptions by telephone and from
callers. Tivery city abounds with in-
fant prodigies, it seeins, so many par-
ents come to the stations, There must
be a lot of ¢mbryo Paderewskis, Melbas
and Carusos. A lot of people come
along to plead the case of someone

organiser, has a divine voice, plays
delightfully, or recites wonderfully
well,  They are awfully proud when
they can say <hat their child, friend,
brother, sister, wife, or lwsband, or
whoevet they speak of, is entirely self-
tanglt., Few of them get beyond the
audition.  All new artists have to
have anditions, and these frequendly
happent at the most ewkward and busi
est times )

The Artistic Temperament.

Sometimes, when one is busiest, a
person will ring up and seck to chauge
a song to be sung the following week,
This mnteatis a npumber. of suggestions
will be made, and “Don’t you think
that so and so will do?” is often said,
the reasons why it won't do will be
givens, then other snggestions will be
made, and finally a song is decided
upon.  During this conversation the
singer bias been referving to piles of
music, perhaps going into another
roomi to refer to it. Then, hefore the
programme cap be definitely altered,
it is mecessary io find the mames of
the composer and the publisher That
necessitates an apologetic singer refer-
ring to the music books again in a
-frantic searcll to locate the song once
| more, ‘Those names simply have to be
obtained. ‘The programme canuot be
completed withont them. Singers don'’t
realise the importance of supplying
this information, and the evemtual se-
caring of it gives a lot of trouble, fre-
quently holding wp programmes for
days, and sometimes necessitating
changes in the items, o

"Fhe Business Side of Programmes, -

The making of progremmes results
in much office work, for very complete

]
J
|
%

do |

else, who, they assure the programme |

-

- ENTHUSIASTS WILL THEN

© ZEALAND TIME.

SUBSCRIPTION NOW!'

I O S D D TP O T 0 0 ) o O D (D D )

N - |l “rEE Nz. RADIO RECORD” TIME CHART ¥
|wow tmy are apel) o —— RY

- "A VALUABLE AND INTERESTING TIME CHART EMBODY- * )
~ “ING SOME ORIGINAL FEATURES WILL BE INCLUDED IN 'Y
. NEXT WEEK'S ISSUE OF THE “RADI0 RECORD.” =~ &
1T WILL BE OF ADEQUATE SIZE FOR CU
. MOUNTING ON CARDBOARD, AND MAKING: A PERMANENT
 FEATURE FOR REGULAR USE. ' ' L

RATE METHOD OF DETERMINING THE TIME AT THE :
WORLD'S MAIN WIRELESS POINTS IN RELATION 10 NEW- ¥

_ MAKE SURE OF NEXT WEEK'S COPY.—SEND IN YOUR - &

- “THE RADIO RECORD;” P.0. Box 1032, WELLINGTON, AN- - &
NUAL SUBSCRIPTION: PREPAID, 10/-; BOOKED, 12/0. .

S () (- T ) D (s (D O LT S I O s e O

_ Friday, August 19, 1927

CUTTING AND

HAVE A SIMPLE AND ACCU-

i
N §:

.

{eéoxﬁs have to Be’kept, not - the least
-importan being those relating to copy-
right .

More or less satisfied withh kis. work,

1 the programme organiser sees the emn-

tertainment go ‘on the air,” and he
wonders how it lias been received.
 There is no applanse or any demon-
stratioti, It is so -different from the
concert hall, with a sympathetic' audi-
ence -in front of the artists,” But one
is not. long in the broadeasting pro-
fession before one becomes acclimatis-
ed" to its peculiar conditions—and its
eriticisms. . A
.~ Knowing the criticism that is level-
led at programmes after they are
broadcast, a pressman called on a pro-
_gramme organiser with a view to get-
ting an insight into his work, and, if
possible, hearing somethine of the
lighter side. Hig choice of day for
calling was, ,we hope;, more or legs
untucky. He spent several hours in
the .programme organiser’s sancinm,
alx;xd what he got was something like
this: : .

‘Are There Any Humorous Incidentis?

“Humorous incidents?’’ said the or-
gamiser; lifting up his head from his
work- and: staring hard at the seribe,
who thought, having -glanced at the
table of papers, that he had picked an
unfortunate time to ask a radio pro-
gramme organiser to tell of the humor-
ous side of his work. *“There’s mot
mueh humour attached to #, ¥ am
afraid. It is mostly hard work and
disappointments, but we can’t let it
bear too heavily npon us.” .

The telephone rang, and the.organis-
er answered, There was a long talk.
The party at the other end was say-
ing a lot. It was evidenily a lady
who wished to sing. She was pnt on
the Jist for an audition.

“Humorons incidents.
cail any offhand. Some other time——

The Lady and Her Bridge.

The telephone rang again. "1t im-
convenienced us a tremendous Ilot,
. . . We have to keep faith with the
public. . . . Our whole programme and
time-table was upset because you did
not come. . . . Yves, but you had made
a contract with the Broadceasting Com-
pany before your bridge party was ar-
ranged. . . . No, you don’t realise the
trouble people -cause by ot keeping
their engagements. . . . The least you
could have done was to let us know
in plenty of time-—' and so oo.

"That was a lady who did not come
‘to sing last ‘evening, and the public
wonders why we do &0t keep evactly
to our published programmes.  She
won’t have the chance of smging again.
What was it you wanted to know?”

Ring! Ring! Ringl It was evi
dently a man this time. Fe explained
that he could not sing at the studio
the following week, The programme
organiser was heard to express his re-
grets, and to pencil his name downt
for a concert a long way ahead

‘Phat’s very unfortunate. tle's the
third one to-day in that same pro-
gramme, :
I Some of our best singers.
remodel it once again.
15 be done straight away to catch the
mail.  Will vou excuse me while I
‘ring up a man I think I can get??

The newspaper man said, *Certain-
1y, go ahead.” .

I can’t ve-
"

11l have to

Trying for a Substitute.

The organiser referred to his eard
index drawer and selected a likely sub-
stitute and rang up. Not at home.
That was a nuisance. Another was
tried. e had a prior engegement,
and it could mot bhe put off. Still an-
other was rung up, Alter much per:
suasion le consented. What wonld
he sing? Oh, so and so, :
“Unfortunately they do mot suit the
type of programme, aud we have thoss
by enother singer the same week,
said the programme organiser. At last
two items were decided upon, and
the programme organiser sighed with
relief, called in the typist, and sent
the amended programme off by the
mail.  The interlude had taken ' at
least half an_ hour,

“Y don’t think you should have call-
éd in to-day,” said the programme or-
ganiser to the pressman. "%’vel been
keepinig ‘you waiting,  I——? N

Ring! "Ring! Ring! The  pro-
gramme organiser wag ‘.y:mted agair,
and for once his urhanity, which is
proverbial, became 2 little ruffled. ‘The
man at the other end of the wire was
evidently indignant because he “had
not yet been asked A
ing an audition, “Well, yow admit-
ted yourself, when you came along
here, that you. did not know the song
properly, and your voice was, not . ex-

vour song a little beiter ygu “wonld
have been graded higher, ~ 1t wounld

1 not have been fair to you, or fair tol]

ng, to put von on with that song.? -

The gentleman concerned was  mof
supremely pleased, but he wag, no
doubt, convinced that it is vow horder

The other two were ladies. ||

That will have ||

or so and so. |

to sing, after hay- |

_actly Class Aj but if you had known |

to get to the microphone than it ‘msed
to be, or he thought it would be,

Stage Managing a “Success.” '
“well, if he’s a good sport he'i}
take that in the right spirit,” said the
organiser. ‘‘We have a lot of . annoy-
ance from people who think they cant
sing, 'and - persist’ in applying for .a
chance. It is quite a common thing
for a bhit of “stage management” {0
be invoked. After a person has sung,
people will write from various parts
of the “district praisig up the pave
| ticalar -item, f course, that js an
old trick. One of the neatest moves
of this mnature took placc not long
ago, After a certain star, whose
| persistence had won the way to a place
on .the programme, had finished sing.
ing, a boy walked into the studio with
a gift from an anonymons admirer,
That sort of thing works very wefl
in a concert hall, where the aundience
sees all that goes on, but with the,
radio it is a difficult matter to stage it
The singer, however, rose nobly to the
occasiott, Saying how mecessary it wasg
to thank the unknown ({?) admirer,’
the artist endeavour®l to induce the
announcer to broadcast the incident, 13
was 'a shrewd move, but it failed.”
The pressman was by this time fully
realising that it is no easy matter to
arrange, day after day, a programme
that is acceptable to the majority of
people. It is not easy to do this when
one is unhindered in the work, bui
with constant interruption; disappoint-
ments, breaking of contracts, ete.; 3%
is a harassing job.

Organising the Nation’s Talent,

Said the broadcaster, as the presse
man rose to leave:—

“The Broadcasting Company is the
greatest concert organisation in New
Zealand, and it is worth while for art~
ists to cultivate its good-will, It has
hundreds of engagements now to offer
at the various stalions, and the nnm-
ber will increase. It is well worth
while to sing for radio in New Zea-
fand, and artists should inerease their
repertoire as much as possible we
cannot go on indefinitely calling on
an artist who has only  a conple of
dozen ballads to his or her credit. Most
of the old songs are great favnurites,
but we want as much variety as we
can get in our programnies. Artists
should supplv us with their repertoire,
which should consist of 40 or 50 items,
sp that we can make selections to suit
all types of programmes. Now, I think
I had better start my work.’

Then the telephone went again.

“Well, Y'm jiggered,” said the
programme man when he had
hung up his receiver, and sank into
his chair. ‘‘That man whe eana
celled his engagement now fnds
he can sing, after alL”
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