
poses is not fully productive or meeting
its cost, and the trend in this direction
has been accelerated in recent years.
That the Government feels this to be
$0 is plain from speeches in the House,
from the curb placed om local body bor
fowing last year, aud from the em
phasis which the Ministers put on the.
meed to check further borrowing.
ARE WE TOO MOLLY CODDLED.
It is further open to question whether
our easy money period has developed
in our people the right morale. We are
accustonied to receive from others, and
pay ourselves somewhat extravagant
compliments, but do we deserve them?
Our people are of good quality, com
paratively enlightened, clean in body
and mind, aud good temper2d and up
tight. ‘There is very litle bitterness or
corruption in either private or public
life, but are we industrious and. self
teliant, are we confident with the ser
ehity that comes from achievement and
understanding? To ask these questions
is, unfortunately, to answer them. We
have overdeveloped the paternal pow
ers of the State, and allowed it to cod
dle us until we have become pathetic
ally dependent on the community and
eutirely without self-reliance as individ-
nails.
It is disquicting how every interest,
every industry, and many individuals
tush to the State for assistance in mat
ters that have always been held to be
the job of the individual himself. If
we want to send athletes abroad, or
build a new house, or get a problem
investigated we run to the Government.
It is also disquieting to find how every
industry runs to the State for protec
tiou, and to find, also, how membefs
of Parliament are prepared to grant
that protection as a matter of course.
Doubtless this is partly kindness of
heart, and partly self-importance on
their part, but what shall be the end
ef a country in which all industries
run to the Government for protection,
avowing that independently they can
iiet stand?
At the moment the gold indus«
try, the timber industry, the wheat
growing industry, and a host of
small manufacturing industries
are clamouring for protection. How
can they all get it? Can we carry
On if our industrial life is to be
come parasitic upon State bounties
io a considerable extent?
WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH

LABOUR?

-We find also that the parties to our
economic Jife are unable or unwilling
tu settle even their own internal af
fairs. No country has done more for
fhe working man than las New Zea
land, aud yet we find Labour pamper
ed, sulky and discontented, and de
mauding imaintenance em masse from
the community. Neither’employers nor
men are willing to assume responsilil
ity for what is peculiarly their own af
fair, the internal conduct of industry.
This is shunted on to an artificial body,
the Court of Arbitration, because the
parties lack the ability or will to set
tle their own disputes, as they do in
other more responsible communities.
In this way both employers and em
ployees are shiclded from the embar
tassing but healthy competition of new
men aud uew methods, and the dead
hand of bureaucratic uniformity is plac
ed upon the flexible system of indus
try with paralysing effect,
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We have heen pvor-spirited
¢nough to buy freedom from indus»
frial diflictlties at the heavy
Price of indtstrial inefficiency.
We have an unecOnomic wage
Jevel divorced from standards
of production, protected by the
fiat of the Court, made pos:
sible by excessive protection to in
efficient industries, and falling with
@ heavy impact upon the unprotect
ed people Outside, mainly primary
proditcers and the commercial and
Professional. classes.

UNFAIR TO FARMERS.

The effect of this on the farming
Classes is such as to arouse their just
resentment, and to cause vigorous com
plaint from the primary producers at
the present time. ‘They are exposed to
the full blast of world competition, and
the atmosphere in which they have to
work is perhaps over-bracing. They
cannot pass on to their foreign pur
chasers additional cost due to the pro
teetion of industry and labour at liome
upott an nueconomic leyel. Supply
and demand get them in what they buy,
but do not aid them in what they sell.
If they want capital they pay the econ
omic rate for it, and that rate is now
high, ‘Chey sell in an unprotected mar
ket, but buy many commodities and
fervices in a market heavily inflated
by artificial protective expedients of
pvery kind. They are, in effect, sub
Ject to a special tax for the benefit of
Yabour and capital generally in our
tuanufacturing industries Crushed he

tween the upper millstone of a declin-
ing world price and a high rate of cap-
ital on the one side, and the nether
millstone of artificially high wages and
commodity prices in the Home market
on the other side, their plight
igs made the more unenviable because
‘of the fact that higher rates for capital
and lower primary produce prices are
forcing down the value of land, but not
affecting. the weight of mortgage. In-
efficiency in other aspects of our life
is bolstered up and sheltered at their
expense.

BREATHING SPACE FOR FARMER
NEEDED.

What is urgently wanted in this coun-
try at the present time is more breath-
ing space for the primary producers.
While they are not, as a class, in ex-
tremis, there is no donbt that their
present position is far from enviable,
and in particular it is difficult for them
to get the capital necessary to improve
their land and methods of production,
and thus increase output, which seems
to be the only wayto increase the ua-
tional income, since we cannot control
the world price, and should not attempt
to do so. There is little chance of in-
creased production from New Zealand
lowering world price levels to any ex-
tent, because our coutribution to world
supply is relatively small, and the mar-
ket for primary produce is indefinitely
expansible. Our correct policy is to
produce all we can at the world price
level.
As land values become stabilised, and
that point is approaching, the position
will become easier, thongh many indiv-
iduals will suffer, and
it is greatly to be hoped that much
of the capital that hitherto has
been attracted to more or less dub-
ious local body ventures may be in-
duced to flow towards the land.

Considered schemes of long term
credit, on the mortgage bond system,
should establish themselves without
much difficulty for investors in New
Zealand, and it is urgently necessary,
in the interests of our national safety,
that they should, and that without de-
lay. Unless our farming is sound the
country is not sound; and if we are to
improve our land, which to a great ex-
tent is virtually whimproved at the pre-
sent time, we cannet make much pro-
gress in increasing the yoluime of prim-
ary production aud lowering costs, If
only a fraction of the capital that is
either wasted or uneconomically spent
by private individuals or public auth-
orities in the Dominion were diverted
to the land we could soon place the
rural life of the country on a sound
footing. Whut is wanted is not artilic-
ially cheapened moncy to boost yalues
and foster speculation, but leans on
sound farms to working farmers at the
proper ruling rates for capital. This is
quite within the bounds of accomplish-
ment,
A LITTLE LIST OF NEEDS,
The followiug, it would seem, are
among the most urgent requirements of
our country at the present time --
(a) Less private cxtrayaganec aud more
saying.
(b) Less eagerness on the part of pub-
lic authorities to rush tu the pawn
shop.
(c) Fewer uneconomic public works by
the Government or the local authori-
ties, and the ntter abandonment of
obviously unpityable works.
(d) The abolition of special priviliges
to employers and workers by elimin-
ating State fixation of industrial con-
ditions, placing on the partics the res-
ponsibility for the conduct of indus-
try. .

(ce) Greater economy in administration
of the State and local body services.
({) he elimination of overlapping
agencies, whether educational, mdus-
trial or otherwise. No more duplica-
tion of harbours, transport ageticies
or educational establishments should
be permitted. ‘The whole problem of
competing transport systems, 1L6¢.,
road, rail and ship, shouli be care-
fully investigated and reported on by
the experts of the State with a view
to eliminating donble service where
advisable.
(g) A public opinion enlightened on the
issues, and prompt to insist upon a
revision of our national expenditure
and policy in the light of the more
difficult times we have now entered
upoll.
It is futile to blame Parliament or
the Governmetit. Ulcy may fail to
give us a lead, but that is Lecause thicy
follow instead of leading public opinion,
as democratic governinents must meces
sarily do. The trouble with our rulers
is not that they are unrepresentative,
but that they represent too closely the
ideas aud wishes of the average clec
tor, aud he has een lulled by a gener
ation of easy times into a poiut of
view that is franglit with setlons dan-

ger in face of present issues and prob-
lems.
Let us wake up, rub the sieep
of artificial prosperity out of our
eyes, Start to think, and start to
work, If we shake off feebleness
and develop self-reliance we can
tackle the problems facing us with
a vigour that should give no ground
for alarm as to the future.

STATION 2YA
j "-
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IMPROVING THE LAND
LINE \ee

NEW EQUIPMENT
ORDERED

With a view to improving
the fand line connecting the
studio with the transmitting
station of 2YA, and to provide
the necessary monitoring and
control facilities at the sta‘
tion, new apparatus has been
ordered from America,
-,

There is at present on crdet from
America further plant for the im-
provement of the Wellington station.it relates to the land wire between
the studio and the transmitting sta-
tion on Mount Victoria. The tests
showed the company that this line isnot perfect for the trausmission of
music. ‘Therefore, without delay, the
company placed an order in Americafor the necessary equipment. Ameri-
can plant was chosen because delivery
can be sceured in approximately seven
weeks, as against 24 weeks from Lon-
don, ‘he American price, it may be
said, is several hundred pounds dearerthan the British. ‘he long delay in
the delivery of the British apparatusis due to the fact that certain of the
units would have to be designed and
tested, whereas the Americans have
specialised in equipment of this na-
ture. So U.S.A. had to get the or-
der.
The purpose of the equipment is to
provide further amplification at theradio transmitter end of the circuit, on
account of the attenuation of the con-
necting link between the studio and
the transmitting station. There are
a nuinber of factors involved. ‘The
transinission level over the connecting
circnit must not be tov low, or the
ratio of noise to signal will be exces-
sive. On the other hand, it must not
he too high, in order to prevent in-terference with adjacent ines. Fur-
ther, all non-loaded cable circuits, un-
less very short, introduce considerable
distortion, due to unequal attenuation
of high and low frequencies. In or-
der to correct this cistortion equalis-
ers are installed at the transinitter
end of the circuit, and these equalis-
ers reduce the transmission level, ren-
dering it necessary to amplify the
signals before passing tu the trans-mitter.
The main components of the addi-tional equipment are the amplifier re-ferred to, with volume indicating
equipment to permit of the attendant
measuring and regulating the level of
the received signaus, the equaliser, and
Inonitoriug equipment.
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EMPIRE BROADCAST
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MUSIC FROM LONDON
cee ee

A DEFINITE POSSIBILITY

Without fixing any term or
time, there is yet a definite pos
Sibility that in the future the
back-blocks of New Zealand will
hear the world’s masters broad:
cast from London. British au
thorities are installing a short
wave station for Empire pur
puses. A short-wave receiver is
being installed at 2YA. The
possibilities of rebroadcast are
there.

There has been a strong demand of
‘late that the British Broadcasting Cor
poration should establish a high-powered
short-wave station for Empire btoad
casting. The Broadcasting Corpora
tion has given way to. this demand, and
it announced recently that an area of
land and suitable buildings were being}
obtained at Daventry, near the long
wave British broadcasting station, for
the erection of a short-wave station for
communication with other Dominions.
A promise has been given that the
short-wave station will be operating
before the end of this year,

On Short Waves.
In announcing the decision to provide
the short-wave station the engineers of
the Broadcasting ‘Corporation pointed
out that a perfect service from it to
the Dominions could not be guaranteed.
Reception at distant points would be
subject to fading and distortion, and
the period daily in which it would be
possible to receive signals from the
station wotld be limited in accordance
with the positions of daylight and
darkness. No wave-length for the
station.has been announced, but it will
probably be between 30 metres and 40
metres. The fect that the station will
be built near the Daventry station
shows that the relaying of the pro.
grammes from the London station 2L0
is being contemplated, as much of the
programme from Daventry consists of
the relaying of programmes from 21.0,

Beam Possibilities.
An alternative to the erection of a
special short-wave station for Timpire
broadcasting which is receiving atten
tion in Great Britain is the possibility

|

of using the beam wireless service forthis purpose. It is" pointed otit that,
apart from the large saving in cost
which would be involved, the service
likely to be provided by the beam
system when it is fitted with the pro
inised telephony equipment would prob
ably be superior to that from a short
wave station not employing beam con
centration. Manufacturers of wircless
apparatus in Great Britain are showing
much interest in the proposal, and as
a means for creating maitkets for Bri

L
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lish wireless equipment in the Domit-
ious it is likely that an Empire broade
casting service would receive a measure
of financial support from manufac-
turers,
— )

THE LISTENER'S VIEW
vv

SOME CANDID COMMENT

JAZZ AND OTHER MUSIC,

Correspondents write freely to the
various New Zealand stations express-
ing their approval and otherwise of
different items in the programmes, We
quote just a few excerpts :-~ ,
"Just a note to tell you that your
band concert was not worth listeningto-and neither were the yocalists who
varied it, The same opimion may
be expressed anent your piano and
banjo items in the atternoon. ‘This
sort of trashy music docs not give
one much encouragement to put in a
good radio plant." 7"It is the opinion of the averagelistener-in that Monday unight’s band
concert from 8YA studio is the bright-
est spot of the week’s offering. Every-
thing seems to issne from the studiowith sparkle and colour, I’m, surewe all feel tinder a deep debt of Hrati-
tude to the contributing bands,""I am sure there are scores who,like myself, just -hunger for’ music
such as that broadcast last night from
the Majestic Theatre," ;
"JT will give yoa my opinion on youramateur jazz and and foxtrot. music.It is so hideously ugly and so badly
played that I wonder you can endureto announce it. ‘There must be some-
thing wrong with people who can‘make such a drcadful uoisec, even to
themselves, but to bring it before the
public is a painful nuisance which
ought to be suppressed. I do hopethat you will take my hint, which iswell meant. I know you have to suitall classes of listeners, but I am sure
themajority of listeners agree withme.
"Personally, we do not like jazz mu-
sic and will be pleased when its era
has passed, But no doubt it is
popular with many, who have a right
to their fair share of it,"
"You often relay instrumental music
from the picture theatres. It is much
appreciated in this househould, Could
we not have more of this?" .
{At times other correspondents
complained about the music from moy-
ing picture theatres.]"Tam one of the hundreds of listen-
ers who delight in the Friday night
organ recitals aud often I have 4dozen or more musical friends here to
share with me the recitals.’
| {Here again other listeners object to
organ recitals!]"Thanks for Sunday morning service
proadcast. It was inuch appreciated
by two who were unable to attend a
service."
"Now for a growl about Sunday
broadcasting. Is it not about time
we had something besides church ser-
vices and music? It is a day we have
more Jeisure and should enjoy some
good music in the afternoou as well
as in the evening, As far as 1 ane
concerned, the church services could
profitably be ent out. At any rate,it is a bit over the odds that after
the service you should go on to broad-cast a service of song from the chureli.It is too mach even from the Holy
City."?
Vinally: "{ do not find fault with
your programmes, as I realise how
difficult it nist be to please everyouewith a different progrannne every
| night."
j
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