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Towering Masts Dominate City of the Plains .

In this issue, by w?ord and picture, we feature the Christchurch station, 3YA. In regard to both
equipment and studio appointments, everything is of the best. Compared with 2YA there is a contrast
in power and style, but not in quality. A glance at our illustrations will show the type of building in

o which 3YA is located. The headquarters of the company is also in Christchurch. The Broadcasting

L Company’s business occupies the whole of the top floor, most of the third, and part of the second. The
equipment throughout has won high praise from visitors, one of whom, with British experience, re-

j Fhough not as poweriul as 2¥A—
which is the second most powerful in
fhe British Empire—Canterbury has a
.}f'_ery up to date station in i}YA. It
is only five mouths since the opening
cereniony took place, so the statiom
‘e'quipment is still the Jast word in
efficiency, and visitors from overseas,
who have seen the station of 2LO
{London) and others, declare that they
have seen nothing better that the ap-
gointments of the stndio in Christ-
thuarch, - It is a station of which Christ-
thurch is proud. Not omly does the

station serve Canterbury and other
parts of the South Island admirably,

sbhut it is also heard particalarly well

.in the North Island, notably along the

‘Bast Coast, Bay of Plenty district, etc. |

A SELF-CONTAINED STATION.

There is one striking difference be-
tween 2YA and 3YA. The Christ-
church station may be described as self-
gontained, for the studios and trans-
mitting plant are under the one, roof,
whereas in Wellington the studio is
in the city and the transmitting station
is ont Mount Victoria. That, of course,

.33 necessary in the case of Wellington

becanse that cily is surroynded by high
hills and the powet of the station
wonld be largelv discounted@ were it
fransmitting from the city level. Christ-
<church, however, is entirvely different.
It lies on a plain, the mnearest hills
Being miles away. So, right in the
heart of the city, Christchurch has twa
lofty iron lattice-work towers which
are 2 landmark for miles around.

WELL FURNISHED STUDIO.

There is nothing awe-inspiring in a
visit to a broadcasting studia. Tt -is
Jike walking into a comfortably fur-
nished drawing room, with grand piano,
gramophone, artistically shaded stan-
dard lamps, easy chairs and chester-
felds.
jcal apparatus such as one would as-
sociate with wireless broadcasting, The
only things of such a @ature are the
microphones, and these are very in-
conspicucus. The necessarv mechanism
and machinerv are just out of sight
and sound on the floor above.

The stndio, lounge, and smoking
voom are furnished with taste, The
studio is gn the fourth floor., Entrance

is eained through sound-proof doors.

‘The studio calls for special mention.
It is furnished throuchont in Jacohean
stvle and is draped to a heielit of fifteen
feet with rose pink chenille hangings,
with skirtings of silver frieze, the pur-
‘pose heing to secnre the best acoustic
conditions for broadcasting.

The farniture is of rosewood and
Nharmonises heautifully with the colour-
ing of the drapine and of the carpet.
Both ceiling and floor are padded, In
this respect, 3YA studio contrasts with
AVA, where padded nanels on the walls
take the place of the curtaing in 3YA,
28d the roof of 2YA, being pitched,
is not padded.

There seems to be no mechan. |

L

THE LOUNGES.

Adjoining the studio on one side is
the ladies’ lounge and the control room.
In the walls of both are large plate-
glass, sound-proof,  windows, which
permit of complete’ observation of the
working of the studio. This observa-
tion makes the evening more interest-
ing for the artists who are waiting their
“call” and it is essential to the an-
nouncer in the control room. The whole
operation of the station is controlied
from this room, which is in direct

commuuication with the operator in the

studio are the ladies’ lounge and fhe
gentlemen’s smoking room. -Both are
most artistically and comfortably fur.
nished, A loud-speaker is provided, so
that the artists, as they wait their call,
can see, through the plate-glass win-
dow, and hear, by means of the loud-
speakery all  that transpires in the
sindio. As in 2VA, plate-glass parti-
tions are a feature of VYA By their
means everyone can see from one end
of the Duilding to the other. Plate
olass windows between rooms are a dis-
tinguishing feature of New Zealand
stations.

“ cently averred that there were no better features in overseas stations.

that the cost of running the system had
greatly iucreased but that there ‘had
been no. commensurate benefit to listen-
ers. It had not silenced criticism, there
being as much as ever.

DETAILS OF THE ROOMS

Although not so large as the splen-
di@ rooms which accommodate 2YA in
Wellington, the Christchurch stadio is
in every way extremely snitable for its
purpose, the whole building having
been very carefully designed to secure
the maximum efliciency in transmis-
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LADIES’ LOUNGE, CHRISTCHURCH STUDRIQ, )

transmifting room on the floor above.
In front of the announcer is a switch-
board which epables him to control the
microphones in the studio and to con-
nect up with any of the telephone lines
to theatres, churches, football grounds,
and elsewhere for relay purposes. From
this room the news of the dav, market
reports und other items are given out,

COMFORT OF ARTISTS,

The comfort of artists has been given
special attention. Adjacent to the
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The New 5.Valve Neutrodyne. Set.

- Famed for Beuauty of Design, Excellence of Worlk-
manship, Mellow Tones, Volume and Power, Ease
of Operation,

Price £35 complete (except poles), including the

Crogley Vellum Musicone Loudspealker,
cent. discount for eash. Terms arranged. Freight
paid nearest port or station,
hand, and advance orders being distributed,
ORDER NOW.
ROBERT A. GUMMER,
. 151 QUEEN ST., AUCKLAND,
Chief Agent for Auckland Province.
H. J. WERNHAM,

I1.B, BUILDINGS, HAMILTON.
Dilatvibutor for XMamilton, Cambridge, Morringville,
l'e Aroha,

WRITE NOW FOR INFORMATION. :
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THE MECHANISM,

On the fourth floor is the Western
Electric 500-watt transmitter, the heart
ot the proadeasting mechanism, It
delivers 500 watts of radio frequency
energy to the amtenna system. The
plant consists of what is known as the
speech input apparatns, which inclades
wicrophones and amplifiers, ete., the
traysmitter, a motor generator, and the
vower panel. Your 230-watt valves are
employed, two being used as modula-
tors and two as ogcillators, A 50-3vatt
valve serves as a speech amplifier,

The microphones are so constructed
that they will operate satisfactorily at
a distance of several feet {rom the
source of sound, They transmit faith-
fully every gradation in tone of speech
and music. These *““mikes™ are so sus-
pended by springs that mechanical
vibration which would otherwise affect
the clarity of the sounds:iransmitted,
12 reduced to a minimumn;,

The aerial is at a height of 150 feet.
Tt is of the flat top, inverted I, type,
with four wires, having a multi-wire
connterpoise beneath. One tower stands
on the roof of the four-story ferro-
concrete ofiices of Messrs, A. R. Harris
and Company, and the other tower has
firm foundations in the eartly. :

COMPARED WITH THE B.B.C.

One of the most recent visitors to
the stndio of 3VA was a lady who had
been on the staff of the B.B.C. for three
vears. Save that the London station
was larger—there being some mine
studios—the appointments were not as
good as she saw at 3YA. She saw
at JYA, too, for the first ttme in a
broadcasting stationn, the large .plate-
glass wirdows in the dividing walls of
the various rooms. She heartily ap.
proved of the innovation, In fact, she
approved of everything that she saw
at YA, for cverything exceeded her
expectations, Incidentally, she con-
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sion and comfort of the performing
artists, As compared with 3VYA, it
has ' the advantage of contiguity be-
tween the studio andd the transmission,
the lines heing on top of the building
specially buoilt as the home of Christ-
clinrch broadeasting

THE STLDIO.
The studio is a handsome room of

approximately 40 feet in length by 30
feet in width, It is draped with

rose chenille, with a silver {frieze round
the top, The floor is coverad with an
attractive fawn carpet, slightly tinged
witlh- rose colour; apd the furniture
strikes a distinctive note, being fash-
ioned of rosewood and upholstered in
black and silver damask. A ful}
Chesterfield suite graces ihe studie,
which also contains a grand@ piano and
gramophone.  Standard lamps, with
rose-pink shade, and a few graceful
silver vases, complete the equipment
of the stadio. A large plate-glass
window, in three sections, and move-
able, separates the control room from
the studio. Full vision of the studio
is thus given the operator, and the
moveable sections permit of direct in-
struction being given. A complete
glass window is also placed between
the ladies’ lounge and the studio, so
that the waiting artists can see the
progress of the programmie.

. LADIES’ LOUNGE.

The Jadies’ lounge is a beautifully
decorated and cosy room of 18 ‘feet x
15 feet It is wupholstered in blue
and grey, the same colour scheme be-
ing carried out in the carpet, while
the farpiture is in grey reed-loom,
with attractive covering of blue and
grev silk shadow tissue. Cnshions in
silken textare of blue and grey, with
curtains of fawn repp, complete the
reposeful effect of charm and comfort,
while a few pieces of Dutch pottery
in_ dull blue add a decorative mnote of
colonr The French polished tables
and c¢hairs, in the preveiling tone of
grey, are quite in the picture; and
great plate-glass windows give a view
of both stndio und main smoking
lounge, This latter is slightly larger
than the ladies’ room, being 18 feet
% 18 feet,

_All the rooms are separatad by stee?
partitions, painted white, topped with
plate-glass, giving a wide range of
vision thronghout the suite of rooms.
The smoking-room is in  Jacohean
atyle, with multi-coloured carpet. The
Jacobean furniture includes a2 monk’s
table and- fawn velvet chenille suite,
with cushions of blte and fawn velvet,
a delightful ensemble heing complet-
ed by a Jacobean standard lamp shad-
ed in rose, and fawn repp curtains

‘The walls are decorated with a Royal

deer, and =ome coloured pictures of
New Zealand scenery.

TECHNICAL DETAILS
(By J. 3. Bingham, Assoc, MLILR.K.)

Although 3Y4\, Christehurely, avas not
the first of the Broadeusting Com-

pany’s stations to be ercctad, it seems

a fit and proper thing that, as Clrist-
clureh is the home of the head office
of the R.B.C., that a description of
8YA should follow that of ihe big sta-
tion 2YA. Before proceeding furtler
it may be as well to explain what ail
this "YA” business is abont. Many
isteners-in, particularly the newly
fledged ones, are unfamiliar with the
Governmeént regulations, whicli ecame
into being some vears back. These

UX-199

‘Clearer and Better

demned the present Government conttrol
of brondcasting in Britain, contending

o723 Wirele 5§ 9 mamemnmemmnses
" (Auatralarial (o4,
BOX 830, =« WELLINGTOR,

Three great companies—with 205 cngineers
—nare all working steadily to make RCA
Radiotreng hetter!  Radiotrons always
have been best—they always will be. For
guality in a dry battery set, look for the
RCA mark on a ©UX-199. For a storage
pattery set, don’'t accept anything hut o
genuine RCA Radlotron UX-201A. It's
finer in performance—clearer in tone.

Yo ensure procuring genuine tested Radio-
wrons look for the Genuine Radiotron geal

n every tube.

RADIOTRON DBooklet grat{ls on Tequest
{6 the sole N.Z Distributors:
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