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HELP THE SICK

sty

'RADIO' FOR HOSPITALS

THE WELLINGTON MOVEMENTS.

+  .The Wellington Radie Seociety’s
Hospital Radio Fund has not re.
ceived the support from. the public
that the cause merits, A persists
ent campaign over a period of fif-
teen monuthis has yielded only about
£1000. '

The fund is for the puipose of equip-
ping the. Wellington General Hospital
with a powerful broadcast - receiving
set from which wires are to mn to the
bed of each of theé 600 paticnts. Head-
phortes are to be allotted to each
patient so that lstening-in can be en-
joyed without disturbing those who are
not in a condition, or are disu;clmed,
to listen to broadcast - entertainment.
In Iondon, alone, there are many
scores of hospitals so equipped, and in
several foreign countries the hospitals

are also furnished with broadcast re-|

ceiving ‘equipment,
MORE MONEY NEEDED.

Tt is a subject for regret that the
Wellington citizens have failed to give
due support to the Wellington Hospital
Radio Fund. A sum of nearly £2000
is required to equip the hospital
throughout, and only half that sum has
been . subscribed, ‘The curative effects
of broadcast listening upon  hogpital
patients has been endorsed by eminent
medical practitioners throughuut = the
world. It is mow well establighed that
mental influence plays an important
part in the curative process of the hu-
wman bedy.

RADIO AS A CURE.

Hospital patients are prone to worry
over their plight, and in biceding over
their misfortune retard their progiless
towards.  recovery. Reading in bed
soon fatigues a patient, and without
anything to occupy the mind  ihe
patient is subject to | depressing
thoughts. Broadcast listening offers a

- most valuable diversion to the patient

without the slightest bodily fatigue.
The patient rests comfortably in hed
with the headphones on, and the mind

e
OUR PHOTOS.

We ave indebted te Mr. S. P,
Andrew for the majority of the
plotographs of Ministers and per-
formers in Inst issue and this issue,
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is sootlied with vocal and instrumental
music and the interest is engaged with
news of the great hig world or by at-
tractive lectures.

HOSPITAL AUTHORITIES
FAVOURABLE.

Dr. Wilson, medical superintendent
of the Wellington Hospital, is an en-
thusiastic advocate, for the installation,
and is a member of the hospital radio
fund committee. The menmers of the
Wellington Hospital Board are also in
favonr of the sclisme, but owing to
the Lieavy tax on the board’s financial
resources the board has found it im-
possible to graut any donation towards
the fund. The hospita! radio fund com-
mittce applied o the T. G. Macarthy
Trust for a charitable grant, but the
epplication was rcjected recently.

INSTALLATION TO PROCEED.

The probabilities are that the fund
committee will now instal as much
of the broadcast equipment as the
money in hand. will permit so that as
many patients as possible can receive
pleasuré and interest from radio with-
out any further delay,

The committee are inclined to be-
lieve that when the wonderful ef-
fect of broadcast listening upon the
patients in the Wellington Hos-
pital is known, the public will re-
spond more- freely with donations
to the fund.
a
The active members of the hospital
radio funds committee comprise Messrs.
W. Stuart Wilson (chairman), J. H.
Owen (president of the  Wellington
Radio Society), W. J. Roche (hon.
treasurer of the society), and Ivan M.
Levv (vice-president of the society, and
hon. sceretary of the fund),  These
gentlemen have met once and even
frequently twice a week during the past
fifteen months to carry on the cam-
paign for fands. Their humanitarian
purpose deserves the heartiest support.

SEEING ‘BY RAPDIO

Jolin Y. Raird, television inventor of
England, has closed his experimental
transmitter and is building a much
larger station with a four-kilowatt out-
put at Purley in Surrey, ]

The first work at the new station will
be experimental, but Mr. Baird is hope-
ful- that actual televisor programmes
wilt be presented to the public ere long,
according to reports from London. Al
terations in the apparatus have over-
come the necessity of using two wave-
fengths, and now the pictures can be
sent out on one wave.

Receiving outposts are being installed
at Dublin, Belfast, Liverpool, and Man-
chester with the object of testing tele-
vision over long distances. Hitherto
the longest distance over which tele.
yisionr transmissions bave been received
is 130 miles,
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RADIO FARM SERVICE
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EXPERIENCE IN AMERICA

in sets in New Zealand ds about 20,000,
in the fowns, it comes as a
startling comparison to learn that in
the United States no fewer than 1,252,
126 farms are equipped with radio re-
ceiving sets, The mcrease to May
was. remarkable, beinig 120 per cent. in
fess than two years, It is quite evi-
dent that American’ farmers are fully
alive to the advantages of 'a radio
broadcasting service. With a view. io
ascertaining the needs of farmers and
their ideas for improving the service a
questionnaire was sent to 10,000 radio
owers., ‘

An analysis of the replies shows that
American farmers, by nearly two to one,
prefer radio talk to Tnusic and a very
strong dislike for jazz is expressed. In
music they want old-time tunes and
classical music. Aside from educational
farm programmes, weather and market
reports, political talks are evidently
popular and more current news pro-
grammes are in demand

Farmers are not using the radio

1 merely for entertainment. The day’s

work is now planned according to the
weather forecasts sent out by the wea-
ther burean and received by radio much
more guickly thap was formerly pos-
sible. Market reports are eagerly fol-
towed and numbers of farmers report
definite savings in dollars and cents as
a result of this service

Not only that, but hundreds of the
reports from farmers cite instances
where the educational programmes pre-
pared by the rdadio service and broadcast
through nearly 100 commersial and
State College stations, have been

vantage of the individual radio user.
Many stockmen report larger and
more profitable pig crops as a result
of the adoption of better practices out-
lined by radio Others claim that in-
formation from these radio progranumes
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An enthusiastic listener-in, whose
home, fortunately, occupies an elevat-
ed site at ¥sland DBay, Wellington,
takes a delight in demonstrating to
his friends the fact ihat broadeast
sound reaches the distant listener
actually before it is heard in the
immediate vicinity of its origin, This
fact, it will be remembered, was
stressed by the Right Hon. J. G.
Coates, Prime Minister, in his
speech on the eccasion of the opening
of 2YA. 7The Island Bay man’s de.
monstration is simple, but cenvinc-
ing.  He leaves the window open
when the chimes of the Post Office
clock are to peal forth. ‘“Fime after
time,” he says, “my f{riends have
been astonished fo hear the distant
stroke of the clock after it has been

-~ much more eclearly heard per
medium of my loudspeaker.”

projects on a sound financial basis.

Still others report thriftier livestock

and improved marketing practices as a
direct result of their recent radio
schooling. More cotton wn tewer acres,
better food in the home, aud more eggs
from the chickens are listed amongy the
benefits received.

These farm hsteners, however, have
very definite ideas about how they
want the programimes presented. In
reply to oue guestion, “Do you prefer
lectures to be given by aii announcer,
who can be clearlv understood, rather
than by the authorities themselves?’
the answers were more thau four to one
m favour of the trained announcer.
Asked to indicate how they preferred
farm information presented, 3148 farm-
ers voted for some form of dialogue
stvle, as against 1497 who indicated a
preference for the straight lecture form.

Among the suggestions for improv-
ing service were: Select speakers with
good broadcasting voices; train broad-
casters on delivery; make talks short
and to the point; schedule talks often
enongh and regularly emough for folks
to get the habit of listening; 1nject
cnough atmosphere or entertainment
into eduncational programmes to avoid
their becoming dull; and prepare talks
in simple and everv-day terms.

Practically all phases of farm life
‘were touched on. Among the radio
programmes requested were those deal-
ing with: the most economical wav of
preparing hogs for market, clover as a
soil builder; improvement of country
rcads; the control of insects and rod-
ents; marketine pork, heef and graiju:
teeding the dairy cow; spraying and
orchard care; treatineg fence posts;
raising colts; making charcoal; the pro-
durtion and harvestine of lecume hay;
utilisation of soft timber for farm
buildings; seneral farm management;
the farm labour problem; and fox farm-
ing. One farmer asked for information
on whether to sell or not to sell the
farm.

As the result of the lectur~s there
.has been a great demand for literature
mentioned in the addresses.

ACROSS THE PACIFIC

Though .of only 500 watts, 1YA is
frequently heard in Canada wnd in
America, Omne correspondent expresses
his impressions in the following man-
er - ‘

*I have often thonght that your an-

were listening to you., I am probably
8000 or 9000 miles away from you, liv-
ing on a farm engaged in  raising
wheat on the great prairies 185 miles

east of Calgary, Alherta, which is my
nearest city by tail”?

N

promptly applied to the immediate ad- |}

has enabled them to gt their poultry

nouncers little knew who or how many |
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UNDER 500 METRES BEST

Interest Mas tecently been camsed by

While the total number of listening- a revival of the discussion on the choice

[ of the miost suitable wave-lengths for
conducting broadcasting services, and
the use of wave-lengths of betweeli
1000 and 9000 metres (says the Mel-
bourne “Argus”) is once more being
advocated. The subject is so many-
sided that the sharp differences of opin-
ion which have occnrred on the matter
can- be readily understood, but the
weight of opinion seems to justify the

action of the Awnstralian broadcasting
anthorities who have abandoned the
fong waves for waves between 200

metres and 500 metres. There is mo
doubt {hat in some respects long wave-
lengths for broadcasting are eminently
snited to Australian conditions.

Leng-Wave Advantages.,

Their chief advantage over shorter
waves is that they are less subject to
absorption, and hence travel further in
the daylight than a short wave of eqnal
initial power. This in itself is an obvi-
ous advantage, and there is mo doubt
that many parts of Australia not now
served in the daytime wonld get a good
service if the existing “A” class sta-
tions were replaced by long-wave sta-
tions of equal power and -fficiency, A
further advantage of the long waves is
that they are not so subject to fading

WAVE-LENGTH QUES-

and distortion arising from fading as
J

are shott waves. It is well known, for
jnstance, that when 3LO was on its
long wave the areas in Gippsland,
where fading and distortion are now so
bad, then had a perfect service, -

Serious Disadvantages,

But against these advantages of the
long wave, there are serious disadvan-
tages of more than equal weight. In
the first place, an extremely large aerial
ystem is meeded at the trensmitter of
an effective long wave station. Experts
consider that one of ibe’ reesons that
tratismissions fromt Australian stations
when they were on a2 long wave were
unsatisfactory was that the aerials were
far too small. A large aerial involyes
the use of extremely expensive high
masts and a large allotment of ground,
enormously increasing the cost of the
station, There is, moreover, a ten-
dency for distortion to occur as - the
wave length used for Droadeasting is
increased.” Although there is no tech-
nical reason for believing that sigmals
on a wave of 1700 metres should be
muclh more subject to distortion than
signals on 400 metres, there is no doubt
that the quality of the {ransmissions
from 3LO since the wave length was
reduced has been much improved.

Short Wave Advantages.

Although the daylight range of a
long wave station is greater than that
of a short wave station, the night range
and night signal strength at a distance
of the short wave station, subject, of
course, to fading, is far superior to
that of a long wave station, and more-
over interference from static is never so
serious on short waves as it is on long

waves, ' The other advantages of the
short wave service are mainly -economie
ones, chief among them being that wave
tengths beiween 200 metres and 500
metres have been adopted as standard
for broadcasting, and the development
of receivers for broadcast reception has
been confined to equipment designed te
work most efficiently on the standard
wave-Jengths.

In New Zezland there are so many
thousands of receiving sets in use which
are not consiracted to tune to the long
wave.lengths that any change to a
fonger wave-length =~ than, say, 500

. metres, would not be cousidered by the

anthorities.

BROADCAST STATIONS
B . Meame

THE PRESENT WAVELENGTHS,

Following are the principal New
Zealand. and Australian broadeast ste<
tions, with their wavelengths e e

72X, Hobart ....oeeens £33 metreg
3AR, Melbourne 484
4YA, Dunedin 463
OFC, Sydney  sveeseenne 442 4,
2Y¥4A, Wellington weewnrs 420 4
7 5CT,;, Adelaide 895 4 .
140G, Brisbane 385 4
31,0, Melbourne 811,
2BL, Syduey 353 . ,,
1V¥A, Auckland 333 ,,
2GB, Sydney ... 316
3vA, Christchurch .. 806
QUE, SydeY  ecerreorigens 298 5y
OKY, Sydfiey  weereesiones 280 4
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others “ put on the air”;

Send 7|6

first year’s subscription to “THE RADIO RECORD”—the

progressive, national Radio Weekly—full programmes

for week ahead.

THIS OFFER CLOSES AUGUST 13.

The “Radio Record” will be issned weekly at the low annual subscription rate, postage free,

of 10/- (12/6 if booked).

SPECIAL OFFER OF 7/6 RATE.

As a special introductory offer, however, to induce the largest pos-
sible number of subscriptions in the shortest period of time, a concessionary
rate of 7/6 per annum for immediate acceptance is submitted.

In addition to the full programmeé of all Dominion stations for the week fol-
lowing issue the “Radio Record” will embody :—

(1) The cream of the educational matter broadcast;
(2) A full range of technical articles;

(3) Comprehensive notes of the careers and personalities of artists and

.

(4) Records of the desires and activities of the various Radio Societies and
Listeners’ Leagues;

(5) Further, special sections will be progressively developed catering for
the women and children who, as the mainspring of home life, will
appreciate the most fully the boon of radio in bringing the world
into the home.

The journal will be conducted to fulfil in every way the demand of the listening
public for a national radio journal, embodying the fullest range of practical and
technical information relating to radio as affecting New Zealand.

We confidently ask for your support and your co-operation in thus Sfurthering
the usefulness of Broadcasting. The journal will be conducted fairly and imparti-
ally with but one object—the popularisation and furtherance of the cause of the
fullest efficiency and service from radio broadcasting.

L4

The “ Radio Record,”
P.O. Box, 1032,
Wellington.
Please enter me as a subscriber to the
“Radio Record” (published weekly) under
your special introductory offer of 7/6,

post free, for twelve months from August 1,
1927. I enclose postal notes accordingly.

Name.......-.....-..;-....o.....-....
Address..........-.......-......-...
- B E S PO P EEBORTIAIEERNINLIORNTEBAEIG VRO

P B M2 N B P BINANGIIPIIEI I ARSI I CIED

Ordinary future Rates—

10/-, post free, paid in advance.
12/6 (booked) per annum.

7/6
Per

Amnmnunn
Paid
. imn
Advance
g
Fill in this
Coupon NOW
and save 2/6




