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Listeners

. This i the Listener’s Corne‘r}.f‘: It is available for reporis of receptions from indi-

" viduals; the correspondence of Leagues of Listeners and reports of their proceedings; B

HAWKES BAY NOTES

By Iwoadcasting the description of the
Hawke's Bay aund Wairarapa Shield

wmatch at Masterton on July 9; the Radio |
‘Broadeasting’ Company made a lot of)

‘friends up this way.  One cannot help
ful offer congratulatiofis to the comi~
pany for its efforts, but it should be

he announcer who should get most of
-the tredit for this. The reception was
good, but from a station like BYA we
gxpected it to be so, sud it was not so
‘suuch the transmission which gained so
wmaty friends for radio as the gentleman
who described the game. Why, he had
the stay-at-home crowds in Napier: and
¥lastings almost as excited as if they
were actually seeing the mafch, At
times, though, his voice was blotted

out Ly the local crowds giving vent to |

thieir enthusiasm when fhie tide turned
in favour of “the Bay.” : )

With the description of the Trentham
races following, & great demand has
Leen created for receivers, and dealers
are in hopes of a rosy time. If the
Broadcasting Company could “vealise as
we listeners do what a difference 2¥A
i8 miaking, no time would be lost in
bringing the three other stations intc
tine. If this were done; and done soot,
and the quality of the programmes cor-
respondingly improved, there would
fiot be such a cry for Governmett con-~
frol, and radio licenses would soon
reach the deosired 40,000 It's worth
thinking about, anyhow, N

Tacal listeners are still on the job

with their growl about,the proposal to-

olserve a silent night at 2YA. Why

" should it be so at this station or any

of the othier main plants for that mat-
ter? It is all piffie to talk about clos-
$ng down for overhaul, Surely an after-
sioon off, with all the mornings of the
week in the same box is sufficient for
{his. How does 2BI, manage for an
overhiaul? ‘They dow’t even lave the
amorning free, and it is hard to see why
at up-to-date station like 2VA should
Bbe any different.

. Although it- may not be generally
Lnown “abroad,’t the ITastinqs_Radm
Society, which has developed into 2
pretty strong body, is now working
hard for the erection of a station of
its own, and the sole reason for this
33 that the present broadcasting hours
and prograwmmes are not meeting with
tequirements. In New Zealand. there
j& no mugical enfertainment between
4.80 p.n. and 8 p.an., and this does not
cater for farmers, school children, hos
pital patients, and so on, when 8
o'clock mteans ime for bed, and it is

invite you to make uge of it. Addvess all
- Box 1032, Wellington,

to Gl in this gap that the- Hastings
Spciety is moving.  The society hasg
atready :secured permission to erect the
plant, and at present is after sufficient
funds to install ‘it, and have a little
i hand to carry on. The proposed plant
will have an ontput of 50 watts, and at
the moment it is intended to be on
the air from 6.30 p.m. fo 8 p.m., three
stights per week, As will be read_ﬁi.;
seem, there is to be 110 competition wit

the main stations, so the proposal
should meet with fall favonr. Just
now, the society is awaiting receipt
of its articles of incorporation, and when
these come to Dhaund, and the body is

KOOI IKIOOORAXCOY

RADIO CLUBS AND
LISTENERS’ LEAGUES

Sho following are the secretaries of
vavious leagues and clubs. We wounld
be plad to have a full list for the benefit
of readers, and fo receive notes of doings
for pudlication ;-

Mr, J. N. Lect, 141 Featherston St.,

~ Falmerston North.
Arthur D. Ford, P.0. Box 37, Christ-
church {Canterbury Yist. X.),

E, H. Culver, P.0. Box 136, Hastings
{Hast, Rad. Seoc,).

W. H. Quickfali, ¥.0. Box 41, New
Plymouth,

%, W. Strvinger, .0, Box 512, Auclh-

innd,
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op a sound ioofing, debentures are to
be issued. No difhiculty is anticipated
in “raising the wind” as scon as the
“big push” starts. EE

‘Fhe incorpotation articles provide for
the Hastings Society changing its name
te “the Ilawke's Bay Radio Society,”

so the whole province will he its area. |

I hope this does not clash with the
idess of our Napier friends, who, by
the way, seem {o have come back to
fife, under the mnamec of the Napier
Edsteners’ League.

The Hastings Society installed a re-
ceiver in its club room on the occa-
sion of the broadcast of the shield
matck on July 9, and a collection was
taken up in aid of the local nnemploy-

“ment fund. Despite a couple of trouser

buttons and wmore than a few half-pen-
nies, and still more browns and church
coins, the iotal cae to 84 0s. 6d..

THE SET THAT

nmen.

@il the afternoon.
he tries.
werd Just ag eclenr ap 1VA, Auckland.

8inca then, Mr.

Barnett's Radio Supplies, Uppex
Ocm%gn, Duncdin, ’

Brehaut Bros., Stafford St., Timoru,

Iiilrnan Brog., Altred St., Blemhelm,

Mack's Radio LEd., 76-77 Keng Tee.,
Wellington,

. . Jellyman, Lid.,
mouth,

M. Ramson, Whakatane.

1tm]§;st House, Vietoria Streel, Xfam-

on,
ieo, Rickard and Co., Kaituda

New Rly«

e

Wright’s Building,

The SET THAT RECEIVED 27 AMERICAN STATIONS IN ONE
' EVENING,

THE SET THAT RECEIVED NEW YORK AND CHICAGO.

GIVES DAYLIGHT RECEPTION FROM
AUSTRALIAN STATIONS.

. THE SET THAT WILL GIVE YOU SATISFACTION.
THE SET YOU WILL ULTIMATELY BUY. )
READ what one of our Clients has to say about the
¢ COUNTERPHASE EIGHT?”

{Write to any of the above firms for prices and
Particulars.)

1}
TATHAPY, 13/5/27,

“With rognrd to the  recoption of Canberra Brondeast on ile Counter-
phass Bight: The ttems weores picked up by Mr, )
listenthg-in about 1145 a.umm, and picked up 2BEL (Sydney) immediately,
heard them desceibing the Tedoral Iell and the position of the different stntes-
Thie band and procession mnnouncing wnd lenrd quite olearly, and then
the Duke's opening wpeech, followed by a bugle call. They listencd fo Sydnoy

He eommenced
Me

. Taihape.

saysy, he can get Sydney any anfternoon

I have heard the set on one cccaslon, nnd New York and Chicago
My, = suys he pleked up 27 American
pintions the first Hunday night he tried the set.
he picks up London with the reyults he is getting™

1 would not be surprisced it

G, ', Gilliex, Thames St, Oamarn,

J. I, Smafl, Colombo Strect, Christ
chureh, .

G. Puage and Sonsg, Ltd, Iardy 8t,

Nelson,

Davy's DBlectrical Union
Street, Hawera,

™., A. Morrisen & Co, Wanganut.

Farmers’ Union Trading Ceo, Te
Puke,

W. J. Sinelaiv and Co., Gishorne,
¢ L Wilson Litd, Kaikole,

Supplics,

New Zealand Wholesale Agents:

"RADIO LIMITED

Fort Street,

Auckland,

 THE “HOWLER”
'HOW TO CHECK HIM
LECTURES AND TUITION

NECESSARY .

The “Howler” is oume of the
cliiel canses of listening difficul.
iies, Iow can he be checked?
Detection and iunition, supple-
mented by lectuves, may de
something,

The lure of distauce reception must
be recognised as one of the atiractions
of broadcast listening. Few who pur-
chase a four or five-valve receiving set
are content to listen only to the New
Zealand Dbroadeast statiohis, let alone
confining their patronage to one station
solely. In metropolitan and country
town areas the besetting difliculty is to
obtain entertainment from distant sta-
ticns, even New Zealand stations, with-
out iuterference {rom howling wvalves.
As the popularity of broadcast listening
increases the trouble becomes more ag-
gravated, until it has in some districts
attained the proportion of a serious
nmienace to broadcast listening.

WHO ARE THE CULPRITS?

One of the worst offenders is the
owner of a singlewvalve regeucrative re-
ceiving set., With the plate (or anode)

voltage of his valve frequently in ex-
cess of due requirements he sets out to
r “ralce in'* distant statioms, To pick
them up be increases the filament volt-

SIGNOR TRUDO,
sang  acceptably at
opening.

8. P. 4dndrew, ploto.

whe 2YA’s

age of Iifs valve or forces regeneration
until the valve oscillates, and when the
“earrier” wave of the station is picked
up he fills his neighbours’ loud-speakers
or head-photies  with  blood-curdling
howls. The ideal adjustment for reac-
tion is to bring it close to the point
whete oscillation commeuces, but if the
receiving equipment is then unequal to
the task of reproducing the music, the
operator of the set forees his valve
into slight oscillation, and is content
(o hear some kind of “mushy® music,
while he afflicls his ucighbouring lis-
tenct with howls, I his detector valve
pliute voltage is too high he cannot ad
just his valve to its most sensitive
point without “spilling over” into uscil-

lation,
ANOTHER BORi.

Another gentleman who occasions a
consideralle amount of interfercuce is
the sell-imagined genins who is ont to
revolutionise radio by sotne marvellous
auscorery  overleoked hy Marconi, De
Forest, Arwstrong, aud others. He is
for ever tinkering with and altering
liis cirenit; he winds some wonderful
coils and iransformers and {lien sels
about to startle the world. The only
neople this pest startles are the other
listeners in his district, for {le howls
which his set radiates rival those from
& steam syren. There are, of course,
very capable amateur builders and ex-
perimenters to whom the above does
ot apply,

AN INNOCENT DISTURBER.

A1 innocent disturber of the peace of
other lisleners is the novice who oper-
ates & tentrodviie ov Browning-Drake
{(another form of neutrodyne) which is
not eorrectly halaneed, or neuntralised.
{Te has bought his set from the im-
porters, and after a little nccegsary
tuition gleefully reaches out for the
DX {long-distance) stations. In many
inslances his radio set has not been
neutralised with theactaal valves he
is using. . And some makes of valtes,
awing to  mass production, vary cot-
siderahly fn characteristies, his ve-
sults, it many instances, in an unbal-
anced radio freguency cirenit so that
the should-be larmless  “nentralised”?
set iz a verilable hox of liowls and
sieals, .

T LOCATE HOWLLRS,

“Howlers” can be located i com-

petent men, with proper cquipment, are

© . constructive criticism or suggestions for the betterment of radio in general and the con-
 gistent improvement of the service that broadeasting can render in our community life,
- We wish this page to be the meeting-place of listeners and officials for the beiter under-

_ standing of points of view and the problems of others.. If is a “Service” page, and we
\ communications: Editor, “Radio Record,” P.O.

church enthusiasts, a little while back,
L with the aid of a motor-car and a loop
set, located some’ persistent “howlers,”
ana the same thing has been uccom-
plished in other places.” But is the dis-
tovery of these “howlers’” a solution
of the difficulty.?  Will this completely
suppress howling?  Experienwe, un-

‘léppuinted to tl'ie'v task, . Some Christ-.

some good lias heen aecomplished.

WILFUL OR ACCIDENTAL?

Instances are well known in New
Zealand it which . “howlers’” have heen
definitely located and proven, beyond
doubt, guilty. Investigators have asked
them to tune their sets, and they were
shown to be causing interference, The
investizators have then spent some time
demonstrating the correct method of
tuning and tutoring the “‘disturbers,”
yet on the following evening, through
lack .of skill, or intelligvnce, the offen-
ders’ valves were howling as lustily as
ever.- In Awuckland, the stations
outside this city are, sametimes, over-
whelmed with a - veritsble fumult of
howls.

TO REDUCE INTERFERENCE.

There are variouns suggestions offered
to rednce the howling valve nuisance.
A louse-to-house visit by radio inspee-
tors would emable them to ascertain
whether untatored people are causing
the trouble anknowingly. While there
may be some petsous, as in the Christ-
church example, who cattot be tanght
or led, there are otliers wlho would bene-
fit by a little expert guidance. Though
one demonstration is worth a score of
lectures by broadcast, it must be ve-
cognised that a broadcast lecture covers

wide area simultanmeously, and is far
&‘ss costly than a systematic louse-to-
hounse visit. In addition to explaining
how to tune a set without causing in-
terference, the lecturer could also de-
sctibe the fest to ascertain wlhether a
nentrodyne is correctly balanced. Those
whose sets were nol properly neutral-
ised could be advised to engage some-
one experi it such to readjust their
circuits.

HOW TO START

CARE IN INSTALLATION

TING LISTHENER'S DUTY 10 IS
NTIGIHBOUR,

Some wvseful advice for {he
amatenr is given in this avticle.
His own pleasure and that of
his aneighbour depends upon his
knowledge aund skill,

All who are copcerned in any way
with wireless broadeasting—engineers,
writers, consullants, aud listeners-—-are
asked almost daily by somebody for
advice in the clivice of a wireless re-
ceiving set. And most of those so ques-
twoned will agree that very few people
Lave formied, hefore putling the ques-
tion, even the vagnest idea of the sort
of set they want, what they are willing
to pay for it, or what scyvice they ex-
pect to receive from it, Among those
wlo do not listen, or listen only occa-
sionally, to the hroadcast programmes
there 1s siill extreme iguorance of even
the most elementary facts relating to
the process of broadeasting.

Yor the listener the receiving end is
the business end in hroadeasting; aund
thus, while it is not esktential to know
aurthing about what happeus in the
studio to make the reception of broad-
cast sonmd possible, it is certainly very

cait and cannot do, and how fo make
it function before buying it. No two
people appear {0 want exactly the same
sort of sel, and the ultra-enthusiastic ap-
pear never to be satisfied with what
they have got, And yet from an ex-
amination of the market it would seem
that every possible taste can be satisfied
zud want supplied.

The other day thére was published a
schedule of wireless sets on sale. It
filled 17 closely printed uarto pages.
Over and above the sets therein de-
scribed new circuits arve discussed with
elaborate delail and many diagrams ap-
pear in the {fechuical wireless papers
every week., ‘There seems to he no
Jimit to the range of varfety in design.
Jut it i3 not {or this reason that there
is confusion in the mind of the polen-
tial buger; that econfusion, oune wonld
sugaest, exists Liecause he  doer  not
really know what he is seeking,

Investigate the Market.

lefore buying a wireless set  ome
should hear as many diflerent types as
possible, and it is smore satisfaclory to
bear them in private than in a shop,
and best to Ticar those that are owned
and operated by people having a mu-
aical sense as well as {echnical know-
ledge in wireless matters. A very great
deal of the criticism levelled against the
quality of broadcast musie should be
directed, instead, against listeners wlo
liave poor musical taste and are satis-
fied with bad reproduction arising from
‘careless manipulation of the set. 'They
ate responsible for muany an empty pair
of ear-phones, Yerfeet reception de-
pends ‘mainly upon the skill of the

{ listenersin &

forfunately, proves otherwise, although’

desirable to lhave some knowledge of
what a wireless receiving set is, what it |

squipment.

‘Having chosent 2 set to miset his res

quirements, the listener will find {hat he

} cannot “spend’.too much. care in the .
process of ifs jnstallation, and that he

@

must be ready to-exercise cousidersble -
patience in . adjustment and- tgednge .

[ Most of the reputeble vendors will help

| in installation. Yo study the needs of
.} his equipment, and to act upon instrucs .
{ tions dre duties that he owes

self and his neighbours,. .
Always Buying More.

There are few things less stable thaw - '
s .

the requirements ot the listemer.
first set ig xarely long retained, It is
supplanted by sonething miore  elabor-
ate. Some fike complications and are

attracted by a multiplicity of knobs;
| othiers are all for the extreme of simplic-

ity. In tbe writer’s experience three
sets wepe installed in a single week
recently in different honses jn: the

to him-" .

seme street. I no case did the gues.

tion of expense arigse. ~ . . s

In the first case the set is g simple
crystal ome with a valveless amplifier
working a loud-gpeaker. S

In the second the set is of the valve
type, having no exfetior connections
and being fitted withh a single knob tug.
ing control. S e

Int the third the set is equipped with-
the best available aerial and earth sys~

tems, and is a flexible four-valve imstru- .

ment., Eacli of these sets is particularly.
suited to the special needs of its owner
and gives complete satisfaction. In,
cther cases.it is the appearance of the

set that maiters most; and in some it -

appears that even anything wil} do if
it reprodunces dance music sufficiently
well for it to be dauced to. - )

Over and above the general guestions’

G LT R LA
NOTICE T¢ READERS. -

Correspondence and matter intended
for publication should reack the Xditor
not later than Saturday for {lie nexi
week's paper. We go to press Monday
night.

~THE EDITOR,
P.0. Box 1032, Wellingion,
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of design, perfoermance, and cost there
are those of the varying merits of
valves, accumulators, batteries, and
other comvonents ‘These are the con- .
cern of the enthusiast of long experi-
ence, The task of the heginuer is to
pet the best that lie can ont of the set
that he has, to study its mooeds and
vagaries, to treat it with the care that
a piece of delicate mechanism deserves;
and to remember, above all things, that
the greatest disservice lie can render
broadeasting is to be satisfied with bad
reproduction.

FIRST AID

DISABLED RADIO SETS

First aid treatment for “sick” radio
scts that will enable the man who has
only a slight kuowledge of radio to ve-
cognise the trouble and manke the neces-
sary repairs was prescribed by Lee Man-
fey and W. B. Garitv at a mneeting of
the American Institute of Radio Ka-
wineers, They pointed ont that the
sets as a rule do not go bad of them-
selves, The failure usually occurs while
some operation is taking place, such
as plugging in the leud speaker, fnii-
ing the condeusers, ot making a change
in the battery connections.

If the sct has been in operation for a '

month or six weeks, and has been give
ing satisfactory service for that period,
the cause of failure is generally due to
the, weakening of the batteries. )

If the set has been in operation for
a period of six months or a vear the
possibilities of trouble will increase, -
If the {failure has beent gradual, the
first thoughi would be that the tubes
Wereg wori out.

Trifles Cause Trouble,

If the breakdown is sudden, a mech-
anical failure might be expecied in one -
of the movable connections, or pigtails,
of a transformer may have burned out.
If the {rouble is due to a notse condi-
tion, the fatlure might be ascribed to
dust or dirt accumulations on the con-
denser plates or other important parts
of the receiver. The defect might alse
he due to a corroded scldered connec-
tiont, It will require, as a rule, a rather
long time for a soldered connection to

| cotrode to such a degree as to cause

this condition.

The local atmosphere conditions under
which the get lias been operating may
have some hearing ott the cause of fail-
ure. If the set has been operating
near the seashiore, and has becn sub-
jected to tlie action of_salt atmosphere,
sufficient corrosion may bhave . taken
nlace in the conncctiong or other metal-
e parts to introduce high resistance .
or leakage paths,
ate the cheaper grades of insulating
material to such an extent s to cause
high-freguency short circuits,

Worn Mechanism,

If a set has been operating for a

fong period of time and has given

satisfactory results, and then develops
noises and scratching sounds, one

 should not look for a loose conncction

in the wiring of the set, but rather
for an open circuit in'the moving parts,
Worn tnechanical parts are often mis~
taken for loose connections in the wir-
ing, The wiring is ahsolutely station-
ary, and it is not likely that it will be
disturhed in the ordinary use of the
set so as to cause a failwe due to. a .
loose connection. ) .
Vernier drive-shafis and vernier plates

will wear loose, and while apparently

they are making perfect contact to the
metal surfaces of the condenser, stitl
when the set is bronght into a c1.1t1.cal
condition, as is the case when receiving
distant stations, noises will oceur that

might be thonaht due tw a-loose connegs
tion in the wiring,

Moisture may satur-. .

ad s m.dnipuléiﬁon“ ‘ é{f ‘hig
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