
Amongst the Listeners
This is the Listener’s Corner. It is available for reports of receptions from indi-

viduals; the correspondence of Leagues of Listeners and reports of their proceedings;
constructive criticism or suggestions for the betterment of radio in general and the con-
_gistent improvement of the service that broadcasting can render. in our community life.
We wish this page to be the meeting-place of listeners and officials for the better under-
standing of points of view and the problems of others.. It is a "Service" page, and we
invite you to make use of it. Address all communications: Editor, "Radio Record," P.O,
Box 1082, Wellington.

HAWKE'S BAY NOTES
{

By broadcasting the description of the
Hawke's Bay and Wairarapa Shield
gnatch at Masterton on July 9, the Radio
Broadcasting Company made a lot offriends up this way. One cannot helput offer congratulations te the com-
any for its efforts, but it should be
he announcer who should get most of
the credit for this. The reception was
good, but from a station like 2YA we
expected it to be so, and it was not somuch the transmission which gained so
tatiy friends for radio as the gentleman
who described the game. Why, he had
the stay-at-home crowds in Napier. and
Ulastings almost as excited as if they
were actually seeing the match. At
times, though, his voice was blotted
ent by the local crowds giving vent totheir enthusiasui when the tide turned
in favour of ‘the Bay."
With the description of the Trentham
races following, a great .demand has
heen created for receivers, and dealers
are in hopes of a rosy time. If the
Broadcasting Company could "realise as
we listeners do what a difference 2YA
is making, no time would be lost in
bringing the three other stations into
line. If this were done, and done soon,
and the quality of the programmes cor-
respondingly improved, there would
thot be such a cry for Government con-
trol, and radio licenses would soon
yeach the desired 40,000. It’s worth
thinking about, anyhow.
Local listeners are still on the job_
with their growl about,the proposal to_
observe a silent night at @2YA. Why
should it be so at this station or any
of the other main plants for that mat-
ter? It is all piffle to talk about clos-
ing down for overhaul, Surely an after-
noon off, with all the mornings of the
week in the same box is sufficient for
this. How does 2BI, manage for an
overhaul? ‘They don’t even have the
giorning free, and it is hard to see why
an up-to-date station like 2YA should
be any different.
Although it: may not be generally
known "abroad," the Hastings Radio
Society, which has developed into a
pretty strong body, is now working
hard for the erection of a station of
its own, and the sole reason for this
is that the present broadcasting hours
and programines ate not meeting with
vequirements. In New Zealand. there
is no musical entertainment between
4.80 p.m. and 8 p.m., and this does not
eater for farmers, school children, hos-
pital patients, and so on, when 8
o'clock means time for bed, and it is

to fill in this gap that the- Hastings
Society is moving. The society has
already secured permission to erect the
plant, and at present is after sufficient
funds to install it, aud have a littlein hand to carry ou. The proposed plantwill have an output of 50 watts, and at
the moment it is intended to be on
the air from 6.30 p.m. to 8 p.m,, three
nights per week. As will be readilyseeti, there is to be no competition wit
the main stations, so the proposal
should meet with full favour. Just
now, the society is awaiting receipt
of its articles of incorporation, and when
these come to hand, and the body isa eeee ee eh Ue
on a sound footing, debentures are to
be issued. No difficulty is anticipated
in "raising the wind’? as soon as the
"big push" starts. es ©

‘he incorporation articles provide for
the Hastings Society changing its name
to "the Hawke’s Bay Radio Society,"
so the whole province will be its area.
IL hope this does not clash with the
ideas of our Napier friends, whio, by
the way, seem to have come back to
life, under the name of the Napier
Listeners’ League.
The Tlastings Society installed a re-
ceiver in its club room on the occa-
sion of the broadcast of the shield
match on July 9, and a collection was
taken up in aid of the Jocal unemploy-
"ment fund. Despite a couple of trouser
buttons and more than a few lhalf-pen-
nies, and still more browns and church
coins, the total came to £4 Os. 6d..

RADIO CLUBS AND
LISTENERS' LEAGUES

_

he following are the secretaries of
-yarious leagues and clubs. We would
be glad to have a full list for the benefitof readers, and to receive notes of doings
| for publication:—
Mr, J. N. Geet, 144 Featherston St.,
_

Walmerston North.
Arthur D. Ford, P.O. Box 37, Christ-
ehurch (Canterbury List. L.).

KE. H. Culver, P.O. Box 136, Hastings
(Hast. Raid. Soc.).
W. H. Quickfali, P.0. Box 41, New
Piymouth,
7. W. Stringer, P.O. Box 512, Auck-
jand,

THE "HOWLER"
HOW TO CHECK HIM

LECTURES AND TUITION
NECESSARY .

The ‘Howler’ is oue of the
chief causes of listening difficul
ties. How can he be checked?
Detection and tuition, supple
mented by lectures, may do
something, —

The lure of distance reception must
be recognised as one of the attractions
of broadcast listening. Few who pur
chase a four or five-valve receiving set
are content to listen only to the New
Zealand broadcast stations, let alone
confining their patronage to one station
solely. In metropolitan and countrytown areas the besetting difficulty is to
obtain entertainment from distant sta
ticns, even New Zealand stations, with
out interference from howling valves.
As the popularity of broadcast listening
increases the tronble becomes more ag
gravated, until it has in some districts
attained the proportion of a serious
menace to broadcast listening.
WHO ARE THE CULPRITS?
One of the worst offenders is the
owner of a singie-valve regencrative re
ceiving set. With the plate (or anode)
voltage of his valve frequently in ex
cess of due requirements he sets out to
‘"rake in’? distant stations. ‘To pick
them up he increases the filament volt

;

~~
age of his valve or forces regenerationuntil the valve oscillates, and when the"carrier"? wave of the station is picked
up he fills his neighbours’ loud-speakers|or head-phones with blood-curdling
howls. The ideal adjustment for reac-tion is to bring it close to the point
where oscillation commences, but if the
receiving equipment is then, unequal tothe task of reproducing the imusic, theoperator of the set forces his valye
into slight oscillation, and is content
to hear some kind of "mushy" music,
while he afflicts his neighbouring lis-
tener with howls. If his detector valve
plate voltage is too high he cannot ad-
just his valve to its most sensitive
point without "spilling over’? into oscil-
lation.
ANOTHER BORE.

Another gentleman who occasions a
cousideraLle amount of interfercuce is
the self-imagined genius who is ont to
teyolutionise radio by some marvellous
discovery overlcoked by Marconi, De
Forest, Ariastrong, atid others. Ue is
for ever tinkering with and = alteringhis cirenit; he winds some wonderful
coils and transformers and then sets
about to startle the world. ‘The only
people this pest startles are the other
listeners in his district, for the howls
which his set radiates rival those from
a steam svren. There are, of course,
very capable amateur builders and ex-
perimenters to whom the above doestot apply.
AN INNOCENT DISTURBER.
An innecent disturber of the peace of
other listeners is the novice who oper-
ates & nentrodyne or Browning-Drake
(another form of neutrodyne) which is
not correctly halaneed, or neutralised.Ile has bought his set from the im-
porters, and after a little necessary
tuition gleefully reaches out for the
OX (long-distance) statious. In many
instances his radio set has not been
fieutralised with the actual valves he
is using. And some makes of valtes,
ewing to mass production, vary con-
siderahly in characteristics. ‘This re-
sulis, in many instances, in an unbal-
anced radio frequeney cirenit so that
the should-be harmless neutralised"
set is a veritable box of liowls and
squeals,
‘TO LOCATE HOWLERS.

~

"Fowlers" can We located if ¢om-petent men, with proper equipment, ate

appointed to the task. .Some Christ-
church enthusiasts, a little while back,
with the aid ot a motor-car and’ a loop
set, located some persistent "‘howlers,"
ana the saine thing has been accom-
plished in other places. But is the dis-
covery of these "howlers’’ a solution
of the difficulty? Will this completely
suppress howling? Experience, wun-
fortunately, proves otherwise, although
some good has been accomplished.
WILFUL OR ACCIDENTAL?
Iustances are well known in New
Zealand in which ."‘howlers" have been
definitely located and proven, beyond
doubt, guilty. Investigators have asked
them to tune their sets, and they were
shown to be causing interference. The
investigators have then spent some time
demonstrating the correct method of
tuning and tutoring the ‘‘disturbers,"
yet on the following evening, through
lack of skill, or intelligence, the offen-
ders’ valves were howling as lustily as
ever. In Auckland, the stations |

outside this city are, sametimes, over-
whelmed with a veritable tumult of
howls. ,

TO REDUCE INTERFERENCE.
There are various suggestions offered
to reduce the howling valve nuisance.
A house-to-house visit by radio inspec-
tors would enable them to ascertain
whether untutored people are causing
the trouble unknowingly. While there
"may be some persons, as in the Christ-church example, who cantiot be taughtor led, there are others who would bene-fit by a little expert guidance. Though
‘one demonstration is worth a score of
‘lectures by broadcast, it must be re-
-cognised that a broadcast lecture covers
wide area simultaneously, and is far
sss costly than a systematic house-to-
house visit. In addition to explaining
how to tune a set without causing in-terference, the lecturer could also de-
sclibe the test to ascertain whether a
-heutrodyne is correctly balanced. Thosewhose sets were not properly neutral-
ised could be advised to engage some-
one expert in such to readjust their
circuits.

SIGNOR TRUDO,
who sang acceptably at 2YA's

opening.
—S. P. Andrew, photo.

HOW TO START

CARE IN INSTALLATION

THIS LISKENER’S DUTY TO HIS
NUIGHBOUR.

Some useful advice for the
amateur is given im this article.
His own pleasure and that of
his neighbour depends upon his
knowledge and skill.|
All who are coucerned iu any way
with wireless broadcasting--engineers,
writers, constants, aud listeners---are
asked almost daily by somebody for
advice in the choice of a wireless re-
ceiving sect. And most of those so ques-
tioued will agree that very few peoplelave formed, before putting the ques-
tion, even the vaguest idea of the sort
of set they want, what they are willing
to pay for it, or what service they ex-
pect to receive from it, Among those
who do not listen, or listen only occa-
sionally, to the broadcast programmes
there is still extreme ignorance of even
the most elementary facts relating to
the process of broadcasting.
For the listeuer the receiving end is
the business eud iu broadcasting; and
thus, while it is not essential to know
anything about what happens in the
studio to make the reception of broad-
cast sound possible, it is certainly very
desirable to have some knowledge of
what a wireless receiving set is, what it
can and cannot do, and how to make
it function before buying it. No two
people appear to want exactly the same
sort of set, and the ultra-enthusiastic ap-
pear never to be satisfied with what
they have got. And yet from an ex-
amination of the market it would seem
that every possible taste can be satisfied
cud want supplied.
The other day thére was published a
schedule of wireless seis on sale. It
filled 17 closely printed quarto pages.Over and above the sets therein de-
seribed new circuits are discussed with
elaborate detail and many diagrams ap-
pear in the technical wireless papers
every week. There seems to be nolimit to the range of variety in design.
But it is not for this reason that there.
is confusion in the mind of the poten-.
tial buyer; that confusion, one would
suggest, exists because he does not
really know what he is seeking,
Investigate the Market.

Before buying a wireless set one
should hear as many different types as
possible, aud it is more satisfactory toear them in private than in a shop,
and best to ‘hear those that are owned
and operated by people having a mu-
sical sense as well as technical know-
ledge in wireless matters. A very great
deal of the criticism levelled against the
quality of broadcast music should be
directed, instead, against listeners wholiave poor musical taste and are satis-
fied with bad reproduction arising from
careless manipulation of the set. ‘They
are responsible for many an empty pairof ear-phones, Yerfect reception de-
pends mainly upon the skill ‘of the

listener-in and ‘his manipulation of his
equipment.
Having chosen a set to meet his re-
quirements, the listener will find that hecaunot spend too much care in the
process of its installation, and that hemust be ready to exercise considerable
patience in adjustment: and tgning.Most of the vendors will helpin installation. ‘To study the needs of
his equipment, and to act upon instruc-tions are duties that he owes to him.self and his neighbours.
Always Buying More.

There are few things less stable thanthe requirements ot the listener. Hisfirst set is rarely long retained, It is
supplanted by something more elabor-ate, Some like complications and areattracted by a multiplicity of knobs;others are all for the extreme of simplic-
ity. In the writer’s experience threesets were installed in a single weekrecently in different honses in: the
seme street. In no case did the ques-tion of expense arise.In the first case the set is a simple
crystal one with a valveless amplifierworking a loud-speaker.In the second the set is of the valve
type, having no exterior connections
and being fitted with a single knob tuning control,In the third the set is equipped with
the best available aerial and earth sys-
tems, and is a flexible four-valve instru-ment. Hach of these sets is particularly.suited to the special meeds of its ownerand gives complete satisfaction. In.cther cases ,it is the appearance of :theset that matters most; and in some it
appears that even anything will: do ifit reproduces dance music sufficientlywell for it to be danced to. .Over and above the generaleeeee ee
TRUMee ee EE He
of design, performance, and cost there
are those of the varying merits of
valves, accumulators, batterics, and
other ‘components These are the con-
cern of the enthusiast of long experi-ence. The task of the beginner is to
get the best that he can out of the set
that le has, to study its moods and
vagaries, to treat it with the care that
a piece of delicate mechanism deserves;
and to remember, aboye all things, that
the greatest disservice he can renderbroadcasting is to be satisfied with bad
reproduction.

NOTICE TO READERS,
Correspondence and matter intended
for publication should reach the Editor
not Jater than Saturday for the next
week’s paper. We go to press Monday
night, -THE EDITOR,

P.O. Box 1032, Wellington.

FIRST AID

DISABLED RADIO SETS

Hirst aid treatment for "sick’’ radio
sets that will enable the man who has
only a slight knowledge of radio to re-
cognise the trouble aud make the neces-
sary repairs was prescribed by Lee Man-
ley and W. EH. Garity at a meeting ofthe Americau Institute of Radio Iin-
gineers. They pointed out that thesets as a rule do not go bad of them-
selves, The failure usually occurs while
soine operation is taking place, such
as plugging in the loud speaker, tutn-ing the condensers, or making a changein the battery connections.If the set has been in operation for a
month or six weeks, and has been giv-

| ing satisfactory service for that period,
the cause of failure is generally due to
the. weakening of the batteries.
|
If the sect has been iu operation for
a period of six mouths or a year thepossibilities of trouble will increase.If the failure has becn gradual, thefirst thought would be that the tubes
were worn out.
Trifles Cause Trouble,

_

If the breakdown is sudden, a mech-
anical failure might be expected in one
of the movable connections, or pigtails,
of a transformer may have burned out.If the trouble is due to a noise condi-
tion, the failure might be ascribed to
dust or dirt accumulations on the con-
denser plates or other important parts
of the receiver. The defect might also
be due to a corroded soldered connec-
tion. It will require, as a rule, a rather
long time for a soldered connection to
corrode to such a degree as to cause
this condition,
The local atmosphere conditions under
which the set has been operating maylave some bearing on the cause of fail-
ure. If the set has been operating
near the seashore, and has been sub-
jected to the action of_salt atmosphere, .
sufficient corrosion may have .- taken
nlace in the conncctions or other. metal-lic parts to introduce high resistance
or leakage paths. Moisture may satur-.
ate the cheaper grades of insulating
material to such an extent as to cause
high-frequency short circuits,

Worn Mechanism,
If a set has been operating for a
long period of time and has given
satisfactory results, and then develops
noises and scratching sounds, one
should not look for a loose connection
in the wiring of the set, but rather
for an open circuit in the moving parts.
Worn tmechanical parts are often mis~
taken for loose connections in the wir-
ing. The wiring is absolutely station-
ary, and it is not likely that it will be
disturbed in the ordinary use of the
set so as to cause a failure due. to. @
loose connection. ;

Vernier drive-shafts and vernier plates
will wear loose, and while apparently
they are making perfect contact to themetal surfaces of the condenser, stillwhen the set is bronght into a critical
condition, as is the case when receiving
distant stations, noises will occur that
might be thoucht due to a loose conneestion in the wiring,

BREMER TULLEY

Counterphase Eight
The SET THAT RECEIVED 27 AMERICAN STATIONS IN ONEEVENING.
THE SET THAT RECEIVED NEW YORK AND CHICAGO.
THE SET THAT GIVES DAYLIGHT RECEPTIONFROM

AUSTRALIAN STATIONS.
THESETTHATWILLGIVE YOU SATISFACTION;
THESETYOUWILLULTIMATELY BUY.

READwhatoneofourClientshastosayaboutthe6COUNTERPHASE EIGHT9}
TAIHAPE;13/5,27,"With regard to thef recoption 0f Canberro Brondcaat 0n thc Couuter-Elght: The Itomg IYOI9pcked "p byMr, Taihape: Ho commencedBozeebout 11.45 0.m. and picked up #BL (Sydney) immediately. MoJeard then degcriblng theFedoralIelIantd thoposition0r tho dlferont etatoe-mou. The band and procoaaion ennouncing Woa heurd quite clearly,and thlenthoDuko8onening epeech,Yollowed by W buglocoIL They liatoned to 8ydncyaII thoatternoon. Bince them,Mr. L bey8, he C44I getSyducy any nftcrnoonHe trleb: I Hawe hoard tho Bet 0n one occualon, end New Tork andChicegoWcto Just#A clear {8 IYA, Aucklond. Mr. Fuy4hepicked up 27 Americangtatlomd the frst Sunday night he trled the 00*. I would not be burpriecdihe picke up London with tbe rohulte bo j8 getting:"

Barnett' & Radio Supplies, Uppcr G_ "I, Gillies, ThamesSt, Oamaru
Octagon, Dunedin; J. I.Staltl, Colomho Strect, Chrlst-BrebautBros,, Stafford Timarue church.IillmanBroa, AltredSt,,#2 G.Bage andS0ns; Itd,, Iardy8t,,Mack'g_Radio Itd,76-77KentTceae Nelsoa_
wellington; Davy'& Tlectricul Supplicg, UnionF. H Jellyman, Ltd., Ncw Ply Street, Hawera.mouth. D. 4. Morrison & Co; Wanganui.M. Ramson, Whakatanc Farmers" Uuiou Trading Cov 'TeRadioHousc, Victorla Strecl, Ham Puke.Ilton. W_ I. Sinclair and Gishorno(ieo,RickardandCovKaitaiz C.HI;Wilson Istd,,SiSiabcKa
New ZealandWholesaleAgents:
RADIO LIMITED

WrightsBuilding, FortStreet; Auckland;
(Writetoanyoftheabove'frmsforpricesand

Particulars:)


