[P

, .

o

olution and

Essential Facts Recalled-- Original - Commitments
Heauzly Excgededeailding of O’frgah'isaiion 'Sie(;idily |

»

Hithérto, in the stress of doing the job of building plants and an organisation capablé of -

_ putting satisfactory programmes on the air, thie broadcasting authorities have not'been able to talk
. ‘as mueh about their plans and activities as may have been thought desirable by eager listeners, -
" 'Ome result has been that a certain amount of misconception and incomplete appreciation of facts

" has developed.

The expression of this has, if anything, served te delay recognition of the in-

terest to be derived from broadcasting, and has thus reacted upon the public and the trade gener-

ally,

veaders a complete -view of the facts of the situation.

$ne of the initial and major points
piréssed to the niembers of Vatlinment
by way of complaint was that broad-
cabting constituied a . “monopoly.”’
Yrom the nature of things and the facts
of the syaitered population of the Do-
mifdon, no other méthod of control
but 'a monopoly would provide a basis
for_sutisfuctoly serviee, Obviously only
by -coucentration of ihe whole broad-
casting effort into ome channel is ste-
cpss likely to Dbe acbieved; hence the
thurge of mostopoly is m itself futile,

HOW BROADCASTING 'BLGAN,
1L will be of interest, however, {o re
view the facts relating to the entry of

- Messrs, Goodfellow and Harrds into the

- Dasiness, as much of the publicity in-

dulged in seems to be directed against]

Cthewy  personally.  The interest of Mr.
Gobdielinw in radio had a very early
origin, . He quickly perceived the value
of an efficient broadeasting service to
“the rural population as brings a wmedinm
by whiclr they could be provided with
an _iuereasing  parlicipation in the
anenities of cullrre amd civilisalion.
As the Dead of a farge dairving
compauy, drawing supplies from
every curner of the South Auckiand
Province and in direct towch with
sbme 8000 lomes, containing ape
proximately 50,960 people. Mr.
Goodfellow recognised the desirabil-
ity of adding fo their comfort and
enjoyment of tife by providing them
with the epportunity of enioying
radio, )

" Nearly four years ago, therefore, with
a view to providing this service, Mr,
Goodfellow asked My, Harrie o make’a
full investigation into the cost of in-
stalling a moderaie sized plaut at Ham-
ilton, a3 the capital of the South Auck-
tand arca, and permitting the suppliers
of his dairy ¢ompany to etijoy the news
and musical service contemplaied to be
provided from Hamilton,

Mr. HMarvis accordingly went very
deeply into the matfer and compiled a
full and compreliensive veport,  This
was, submilted to the Government in
the form of a request that the rights
should be granted for the ercclion of a
small plant at Ilamilton. The Depart
Twent. however, advised, in reply, that
it conld not see its way to grant pro-
vineial righls, as it desived that ihe
broadeasting riglits over the wiole Do-
minion should be controlled by one
compaty. Tlhe idea accordingly was
then dropped by Mr. Goodfellow. Ne-
gotiations were then begun hetween the
Covernment and anolber syndicale in
respect fo the acquisition of Dominion
vights.

DISSATISIILD WITH DELAY.

I owill he remembered by the older
listeners-in that that position obtained
for some little time, aud in the conrse
of it, as time went on and ittle pro-
gress was “made lowards the staudard
desired by the public, a good deal of
public indignation  was created:  As
Mr. Goodfellow was desivous of provid-
ing the service originally contemplated
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. were Just ag clear ns I¥A, Aunckland,

Barnétt's Radio - Supplies, Upper
Octagon, Idupedin, .
Brehaut Brog,, Stafford St., Timaru, .
JIiliman Tiros., Alred St., Blonheim.,
Mack’s Radio T.id, 76-77 Kent Tee,

Wellington,
¥, H, Jellyman, Xtd, New Iy
month,
M. Ramson, WhuXkatane,
,:adgot Houge, Victocia Streel, Iam-«
03

. 10N,
Ges, Rickard and Co., Kaltaia

Wright's Buildit_:g,

27 AMERICAN STATIONS IN ONE
EVENING,
THE SET THAT RECEIVED NEW YORK AND CHICAGO.
THE SET THAT GIVES DAYLIGHT RECEPTION FROM
AUSTRALIAN STATIONS,
THE SET THAT WILL GIVE YOU SATISFACTION,
THE SET YOU WILL ULTIMATELY BUY.

READ what one of our, Clients has to say about the
“ COUNTERPHASE EIGHT?”

“With regard fo the recoption of: Canberra Brondeast on the Counter-
phase Kight: The ltems wers picked up by Mr,
ligjening~in about 1145 amn, and pléked up 2BL  (Sydney) immedintoly,

, heard them deseribing the Xederal Hall and the positlon of the different stutes
The band and procession announcing wne heard dquite clearly, and then
the Dake’s opening speech, followed by a bugle call, They listened to Sydney
ail the afterndon,  Since then, My, —— gays, ho can get Sydvey any ofternoon -

I have heard the set on one occaslonm, and New ¥ork and Chicago

Mr, === gays he picked up 27 American
stntlons the first Sunday night hoe trled the set.

Ite plcks up London with the resnlts ho iz getting.”

W, Jf. 8inclair and Co,, (Hshorne,

_Nev{ ‘Zealand Wholesale Agents:

RADIO LIMITED

Fort Street,

{Wryite {o any of the above firms for prices and
Paxticulars.)

g

ight

TAIUAPE, 13/5/21.

Heo commenced
He

, Eaihape.

I would not be surprised if

G, T, Gillies, Thames 8{, Oamary,
Y. Smail, Colombe Street, Chrigi-~
church,

G. Page and Sons, Ltd, ¥avdy St.,

Netson, .
Davy’s Electrleal Supplics, TUnion
Street, Hawera, .
Iy, A, Morrison & (o, Wanganui,
ll‘urn;griq' Tnlon Trading Co, Ye
uka.

C. H. Wilgon Lid., Xaikohe,

Auckland.

With the opening of the new high-powered station 2YA and the issye of this souvenir num-
ber, the opportunity is presented for traversing somie of the views and ! i e
~put forward—notably in the form of recent repre sentations to Parliament—with a view to giving

statements that have been -

for iis own area, he therefore approach-
ed the Government again, with a view
(o Leing petmitted to go on with His
own scheme for the South Auckland

‘Province, pending the satisfactory set-|
tlement of the Dominion<wide problem |-

as belween {he Government and the
syndicalc. )

The Government's reply was that
they conld net enferiain any sec:
tiona! allecation of broaleasting
rights, and they in tarn suggested
that Mr, Goodfellow should inter«

¢ est lumself in a full scheme for
covering thie swhole Dowinion,

After giving the matter full considera-
tion, Mr., Goodfellow, recognising {he
utgentt desire of the public, and par-
ticularly of the rpral inlerests, for a
broadeasting service, deciderd to act and
o aliead on the full schieme,

THE BASIS OF COWTRACT.

Mr. Goodfellow had alreads offered, in
connectinn with his own  proposilion,
to puL a satisfactory station at Aack-
laud, and the Government's -suggestion
was that, if he would agree to pui a
further “station i the Sonll  Island,
they would deal with m and with
Me. Havris,  From that point the nego-
tlations  proceeded, and i was  nlti-

and Tarris wonld  personally  under-
take to order forthwith two first-class
approved half-kilowalt plants {for cree-
tion  at - Auckland and Christchurel.
They also mudertook {o form within 3u
days a company to cowmply with the
othier requirements of the Government.
1t will thos be scen that the fact that

Messts, Ooodfellow  and  Marris  arve
flow © associaied  with the  scheme
is to due to the {act that no olher

interests woudd tonch {he proposition
at {he time when the opporfunity pre-
sented itself ntder the conditions sug-
gested Dby the Covernmeni, and laid
down by the Right Ion, J. G. Coates,
when Postinaster-(yeneral, as the Gov-
ernment’s policy when delivering a pol-
icy speech at the opening of the Dan-
nevirke Post Office.  The main gues-
tion, it is wuderstood, upoti which diffi-
culty was Jater expericnced between
the Government and the syndicate re-
ferred to was {he gueslion of term or
period- -a contract of 10 years being de-
sired by the svodicate. The slrorter
term of five vears was accepted by
Aessrs. CQoodfellow and Harris, and a
contract entered npon. Tnder this con-
tract they werc to order forihwith
slutions for Auckland  and Chist-

stations fram the {raders holding ﬂ}c-.m
and operate them, untii such time
as {hese two new stations were erected
and working ; subscquently, if called

upon by the Department, they
were  to erset  two  farlher  half-
iowatt stations, at Wellington and
Dunedin,

PROTRACTED NUGOTIATIONS.

Tu connection with the {aking over
of the old stations, the compauy found
itself in the position that, while it
had to accept the price fixed by the
Chief Telegraph Bnginecer, in the cvent
of heing unable to agree with the own-
ers of the plants, the owners were
under no such obligations in  their
turn.  No delay was experienced in
settlement  with™ the Dunedin  and
Christchurclr  owners, althongh some
difliculty was encountered in renching
finality in the case of Auckland and
Wellington, as {he owners could not
see their way 1o accept the arbitra-
tor's award.

This occasioned = defay for which
Messrs, Goeodiellow aund Yarris
were in no way respousible, but
for which the public indulged in
a good deal of criticism.

The traders were, of cotrse, quite jus-
tified in asking the fullest price they
could for their property, '{hey had
carried the ploncering = hurden, and
were justified in endeavouring fo re-
coup their outlay, more particstlarly
ps i somie cases the financial hurden
had heen shared by only .a few in-
dividuals, although in others dealers
Nad combined to share thie cost of oper-
ating station, Messrs, Iarris  and
Yoodfellow felt that the owners ghonld
be fully compensated for their pro-
perty and the service .hey had ren-

dered listeners, Lot they on their part|.

tiad entered jute heavy commitments
for,a short ternt, pud nnder conditions
whicli made the old plants no use o

them oneg {lie new ones contracted
or were installed and in service, The

mately agreed hat Messrs, Goodfellow |

chirely, and purchase the old existing |

: cémp{tléafy . purcliase” of  thiese
‘past not -of their seeking,” but it is
-mentioned now as a phase of the de-

necessary ‘ot to- ovérlook in a com-
plete presentation. -

~ MODERN PLANTS ORDERED.

Now, has the company carried ont
the. obligations entered- into?  Although

kets. ‘Somte delay ‘occucred in:the, ar-
{ rival of the first two plants while the

tween tlhie companvy with whom the
order had been placed and other parties
that felt themselves interested. 7To
secure delivery in tlie peculiar circum-
stances, whiclh' were imposing a definite
disability upon the New Zezland pub-
Ig‘c, the good offices of the Neiv Zealand
Governmient were invoked, and eventu-
ally “their representations yielded the
desired result, ‘I'lis delay” again was
o’ commercial . legacv oulside the con-

the listener iy benefiting . to-day, and
future developments may show just
how much las been gajned by the
satisfactory solntion of those problems
at that time,

THI: NEW STATIONS BEGIN.

CThe Auckland and Christehureh - sta-
tions were, however, duly erected, and
immediately established. a. new standard
for broadeasting in New Zealand, At
that stage the compaty, under jts
agreement with the Government, could
have taken e contse of closing down
1 the obsolete stations in Wellington and
I):'me(liu. because the asreement had
stipulated that a satisfactory station
should he provided in each island and
otlers opened duly al the reqgiiest of
the Government, if and when the fees
warranfed sucl a course heing taken.

The company, however, did mnot
chvose to exercise its riglits under
tile agreement, but instead, con-
tinwed to give listeners in the Dun-
edin and Wellington areds the fufl-
est service possible within the cap-
acity of fthe planis avajlable, al-
though such services were really
ahead of the revenue and involved
the company in subsiantial 10ss,

GENESIS OF 2YA.

Imuwedintely the Anckland  station
was finished, and before the Clrist-
¢liureh station had been oflicially open-
ed, the company, by request of the
Post and ‘Tefegraph Deparment, went
mto the question of *he Wellinglon
stalion.  Without hesitation with' re-
spect to the  restrictions  under its
agreement for a halfkilowatl station,
the comnany ordered and has erected
a five-kilowatt station, ten tmes the

way, than anv other slation in

Southern Ifemisphere. .

RADIO SOCIETY'S REQULST
LXCCUEDED.

deved the five-kilowatt  plaut,,
were awaiting particanlars of iy

should he provided

of a plant Leing provided more than

tion. It is curiong to tote, hiowever,
from recent untterances, that the solici-
tor of this society fakes exception to
the company being granted an exira
term of 18 months in cousideration of
its action in undertaking responsibil-
ity for sach amn expensive and impor-

tant plant, far beyond otiginal com-
mitments,

The new station at 2YA has invely:
ed the company in an additionat
expenditure of £20,008 beyond
what they would have had to une
derfake to Dbe in fine with the
other stations, and, to all falrs
minded meun, it would seem per:
fectly right that, in view of such.
& heavy extengion of ifs financial

obligations, -the comipany should
be granted the extension agreed
upron,

That extlension, however, doss not ex-
ceed the statotory limit of five years,
and simply serves to make g new
starting-point for the compauny as from
the period of ordeting the hig high-
powet station for Wellington,

THE FINANCIAY, ISSUE,

Some quile inaccurate slatements
liave heen in ecircnlation in repard to
finance, and, therefore; it is desirable
to empbasise the exact position, which
18

(1) That the revenue received
from listemérs las. been rcturned
fo them in the rvmning of the ex.
isting stations nnd the supply of
programnes,

(2) All capital expenditure hag
been. mef ont of capital provided
by the company, :

I'he total capital commilment of .the
company  tow amounts  to nearly
£50,000, and that is the amount of
capitat that Messts, Harrig and Good-

: :old
plaats was therefore a legacy from tlie;

“cheaper.: plants “Have.- been: “ayailable;,
[ the *company  from :the :start, adopted:

“question of royalties was-argned as be- |

trel of the Broadedsting Company ; but
from the solution of those difficulties”

size of that called for uuder the orig-
iral propesition, and larger and mote
modern, and on a higher scale i1y every
the

After the company had actaally or-
and
v ) de-
livery in order to- give definite pub-
licity to its action, a meeting of the
Wellington Radio  Society was held,
at which a resolution was passed. stat-
ing that jt was not desivable that a
station of less power than 24 kilowatt
ho ) for Wellington.
This sociely, therefore, in view of its
wishes being exceeded to the extent

their obligations, .

'velopment of broadcasting ,which it is|" All statements suggesting that in-

adequate finance hag been provids
| ‘ed: by the company. are incorrect,

o Ta further satisfaction of those who
‘may be apt to be misled by the amouit
fof publicity: given in certain sections
tof the Press’ to these  unwarranted

i

limit -is. T4 per cemt. -inutérest,
tax, upon tle money employed.

" DISSEMINATION OF PRO-
GRAMMES.

Before procecding to.~deal with fur:
ther points in relation to programmes,
efc., it may be helpful if a general
review of the business aspect of ‘the
position is engaged in.- To the listen-
er. the programme is. everythin: it is
lis means of determining the gppezﬂ
of wireless 4o~ him, and upon it e
bages his judgment. To put the pro-
gramme into his home, however, the
1company must have two things: Higst,
the operating plant, to put the - pro-
gramme nupon the air and make it

plant and to the listener. §
{inct stages of the business must there-
fore Dbe recognised: Trst, the plant
and its operation; second, the organis-
ation and adininistration both of the
plants . and the programmes -to be
broadeast; -and, thirdly, the pro-
grammes themsclves and their appeal
to listeners.

Tirom the business point of view the
company bas heen concentrating so

far maiinly upoun the satisfactory estab-
maintaining  as good a standard of  pro-

tion of listemers on the third point.
The reason for this is simiply that it

to, in efiect, “put good wine into old
skins,” .

The stage has now been reached, '
however, when the business found:
afion has been well and truly laid,
and a forward movement in the
third phase will be possibie.

THE COST ASPECT,

- Iu this comection, liowever, it is
advisable to emphasise the finaucial
aspect, The actual cost of mecehanic-

ers realise.  Vor lalf-watt stations of
the calibre of Anckland and -Christ-
church, operating, wmnintenance and
business charges, without any alloca-
tion whatever for talent, royalties and
copyright, approximate £80J0 annual-
1y for minimnm efficiency,
sential charges are Dreavily, increased
in the case of a high power stationm,
like the new Wellingtou. one.

These figures -show very “clearly.
that there is not the margin avail-
ablé for talent and the provision
of high-class ~ programmes from
the company’s presemt revenue
that the listening public hus beex
led {0 assume by certain propa-
ganda. )

The . fairness of - expecting anmual
charges to be met by anmual income
will be appreciated by most; end it
is therefore to the credit of the music-
al and clocutionary talent of the Do-
minjon that the position has been re-
coguised, and so mmch yoluntary as-
sistance giyen over the past two years
in the mmatter of gratuitous service,
A distinct. debt of gratitude ngast lLe

double the power desired, slonld Rave acknowledged i this  connection
been fairly pleased at the position fd:)}1 performers. It is  regret-
conferred upon its ‘memers by the {!;ie! but = mccessary,  that = a
installation of such a powerful sta- | fio nite  iimit las been inevitably

imposed ﬂéxon the standard of fees.
This las doubtless occasioned some
disappointment in circles which had
been led to expect that broadcasting

In the nature of things this cannot be,
and a brief comparison in this cou-
nection between New Zealand and
British conditions will be illuminating.
Lritain_has a’ total of over 2,800,000
licensed listeners, with a fee of 10s.
New Zealaud has a present total of
abont 20,000, with a fec of 80s., of which
28s. is available’ for broadcasting ad-
ministration. “The standard of fees
payable fo performers in Britain, de~
spite. the very much greater income
available, is not very much in excess
of the gemera) average ruling in New
Zealand. -Much the samie comparison
may be made between New Zealand and
Australia. In the case of the larger
Australian centres, their stations are
situated in heavy-populated areas, which
| means au itcome in one case of. ap-
proximately £60,000 for one station,
compared witli the income of approxi-
inately £24,000, upon which New Zea.
Jand is required to operate four. sta-
‘tions—and it js only now that New
Zealand has grown to this figure. These
figures nlone indicate guite clearly that,
in the nature of things, New Zegland
has been compelled to iely upon a de-
gree of gratnitous service, and the nee

for that will only vanish as  income
steadily wounnts with the popularisation
of Liroadcasting. ‘Che creation of a pre-
cedenit, of unduly high fees for. talent
in the eatly stages' of radip would un-
questinnably have involved the whole
service in insuperable difficulties.

. THE, PROGRAMMES,

programme guestion, another view wmay
he secured of the complaint that f“the
improvemeiit. of programmes had been
promised for two yeard, but sothing
had bgen dong, M  Lhis statement, ss

feilow(vliavé vpfovit.ied','bx made- them-"" .
sclves respousible for, -in  fulfilliug .

statéinents,: it ‘may- be mentioned that; - -
npany. from nder ‘the sgredment with the Gov- "
the policy. of purchasing: the:very: best.|erfiment, a limit is pladed upon. the -
equipment” offered by theworld’s. mar | dividénds that may be paid, and tllm-t_
ples

carry; and, secondly, the organisation,
to feed that programme through t!‘le L
Three dis-

lishment of the first’ two points, while,

grammes as possible for the satisfac-

wis recognised s being poor business .

ally operating broadeasting stations is -
greater than the general hody- of listen-

These es- -

would constitute a gold mine for talent.

Witl ¢his intro’lluction o the gen'eml'

*



