
Amongst the Listeners
This is the Listener’s Corner. It is available for reports of receptions from indi-

viduals; the correspondence of Leagues of Listeners and reports of their proceedings;
constructive criticism or suggestions for the betterment of radio in general and the. con-
sistent improvement of the service that broadcasting can render in our community life.
We wish this page to he the meeting-place of listeners and officials for the better under-
standing of points of view and the problems of others.. It is a "Service" page, and we
invite you to make use of it. Address all communications: Editor, "Radio Record," P.O.
Box 1032, Wellington.

CANTERBURY LISTENERS’
LEAGUE

The Canterbury Listeners’ League
Was lormeu as the outcome of a publicmeetuig held im. Christchurch on umay3l jast. ‘Inhis meeting was convencu
by two pubic spirited gentlemen, en-thusiastic 'wireless men; Messrs K> M.Gresson and D, C. W. Cosgrove.

|The Mayor of Christchurch, the Rev.
|J. K,. Archer, presided and explainedthe objects of the meeting. At this

mecting it was decided to: form the
Canterbury Isteners’ League and aprovisional committee was set up togo into the matter of framing a con-Stitution and bring down. same at alater date. This committee was com-
prised of Messrs K. M. Gresson, A.D. Ford, D. C. W. Cosgrove, M.Wright, IL. Slade, H. B. Alleway, andW. Green,
After the above committee had car-ried out its work, which by the wayentailed some labour, a further public
meeting was held cn June 22 last, whenex-Councillor A. McKellar presided inthe absence of the Mayor. ‘The rulesdrawn up by the sub-committee were
adopted with slight alterations and anelection for officers was held.
One of the most important rules
adopted at this meeting was that onlyholders of a current: radio license could
enrol as members of the league.It was suggested that every listenerbe enrolled in the same manner as
Auckland, but this suggestion was de-
feated The Canterbury Listeners’
League therefore is composed of licen-sees only and in any future dealingwith the Government or broadcasting
companies, their views must carrygreater weight than if the league was
coniposed of a mixture of licensees and
unlicensed listeners,
As an appreciation of the publicspirit displayed by Mr. K. M. Gressonin being one of the first to bring aboutthe formation of the league, he was
unanimously elected first president.Mr. KE. J. Bell was elected vice presi-
dent, and this appointment met withuniversal approval of all listeners,
especially the children. Mr. Bell is
the original ‘‘Cucle Jack’? of New Zea-land and his voice is well known
throughout New Zealand. "Uncle
Jack" of 8YA is loved and appreciated
by thousands ‘of children in this Do-minion and hundreds of adults also
regularly enjoy his splendid bed timestories for children, which have beenand still are a regular weekly partof the broadcast from 3YA.
Mr. Bell is to be congratulated onthe fact that he does this work for
the love of the children, and althoughhe has been at it every week now for
a long time he receives no remunera-
tion for his splendid work. No wonderthe listeners of Canterbury applaudedloud and long when his name was
proposed as vice president of the
ler "ue, It is needless to say he wasel: et d unopposed.
Mr. H. V. P. Brown, well known
amongst New Zealand amateurs as one:
of the pioneers of short wave trans-
mission, was elected treasurer. Mr.
A. D. Ford, a former city councillorof Christchurch, was elected hon.
secretary and the following com-mittee were appointed for the ensuingtwelve months :-
Messrs R. A. McLellan, R. Sargeant,
J. HK. Bobbv, H. B. Alleway, W... J.
Green, M. Wright, L. A. Morrison, D.
C. W. Cossgrove, R. M. B. Brownrigg,
G. N. Pill, T. A. Austin, and BE, W.Smith.
The committee up to the presenthave held only one meeting, when it
was arranged that a demonstration of
a twelve valve combination should be
given some time about the middle of
July.

(

ys Another important motion agreed to
Was. that the broadcasting company be-approached with a’ view of’ gettingrelays broadcasted from Australia, soas to enable crystal set halders to hearOverseas: stations."ae

committee are hoping for suc-cess in this direction, anu if successtu)the crystal owner will be more than
compensated for his annual subsceription which is Is. and juniors under 18:years 6d. per annum.
Although the Canterbury Listeners’
League has only been in existence one
month, it has started to make goodprogress,
The committee of the CanterburyListeners’ League advises every licen‘See, never mind where he lives, tojoin up with some Listeners’ League.it is only by.the formation of Listeners Leagues backed up by a large mem
bership that the licensee who findsthe 30s. fee per annum, can ‘make hisdemands in the proper quarters withsome knowledge that his requeststhrough his leagne will be heeded bythe powers that be; whether a Goyernment Department or a broadcasting
company,
Radio has made rapid strides in Can
terbury. Situated as 8YA station ison the flat plains of Canterbury itsnote reaches well all over the Islands,both North and South

;Cheap crystal sets get good receptionat New Brighton, Sumner, and evenas far north as Kaiapoi.Station 2YA, whose opening we are
celebrating, when testing recently washeard on crystal sets in ChristchurchSo far it is not known how far southof Christchurch crystal reception canbe had but even from Wellington to
the Canterbury city is a satisfactoryeat.

PALMERSTON NORTH RADIO
CLUB

This club was formed on July 8,
1924, with a small membership, whichhas gradually grown, until there arenow forty members, although this isvery small for a town the size of
Palmerston. However, the enthusiasm for the work is present, just thesame,
The first secretary was Mr. B. Hunter, who was followed by Mr, J. Johnson, and during this time many meetings were held and interesting lectures given. Besides a _ successfulRadio Kxhibition, demoustrations havebeen given also.
The club built its own 5-watt broad
casting station, and this was operated by Mr. Kyle and Mr. Jolinson.The next step was the establishingof the present 50-watt station, 2Z1',which is a private station run entirelyby the club. This station has beenon the air four. nights a week since
November, 1926, and many reportshave been received from all over NewZealand.
The studio, although small, ig well
draped and furnished, and contains a
piano and gramophone.The station is situated cn the topof Collinson and Cunninghame’sbuildings, Broadway,The members hope to be able toraise enough money to install landlines to various places of ‘entertainment shortly, and an energetic ladies’committee is also working to help towards this,
A children’s session is now conducted every Monday by Uncles Ken andJim, and an early musical session las
been started also. ,

On Mav 29 and June 5 the club, in
co-operation with Mr, W. A. Waters,
successfully relayed the New York station 2XAF for over two hours, and
then, on the morning of Tune 3, re

layed PCJJ, Holland, which is claim--
ed to be a record.
The club has broadcast quite a num-
ber of studio concerts organised by
local artists.
The recent meetings of the club: have
been very large, and it is hoped thiswill continue.
The statron 2ZF is on the air Satur-
day, Sunday, Monday, and Thursday
nights each week, and reports will be
appreciated. The club officials are:-
President, A. H. Wright; committee,
K. Collins, C. Lawson, S. Eustace, C.
Penny, S. Childs; treasurer, F. .
Swindell, secretary, I, N. Leet; opera-
tors, L. Hansen, K. Lane, R. Tanner.All the work in connection with the
station is given free by the operators
and announcers. .

ROTORUA

The Rotorua Radio Club opened their
new club room on the 18th instant with
a full house of enthusiastic members.
After a. general discussion on _ radiomatters the members listened-in to
items-musical and otherwise-from
New Zealand and Australian stations.
The reception was particularly clear,
and on the whole, the programme from
the New Zealand stations (1YA and
8YA) were of better quality than usual.It has been noticed that programmes
have improved during the past. fort-
night, and it is hoped that the Broad-
casting Company will not fade away in
this respect, but continue to increase
their efforts towards a_ still higher
standard of efficiency: a matter that
all listeners are out to claim as a just
right for their fees.
Last week Mr. J: M. Prentice, ‘‘Uncle
Jack,’? late announcer to the -1YA sta-
tion, visited Rotorua as the guest of
our club. We found him a man of
distinction and charming personality,
and, during the social gatherines in his
honour, he disnlaved a versatiliiv of
knowledve-hoth entertainine and edu-
cative-which amazed the memhers of
the club. Undoubtedly "Tnele Jack" is
a man of manv parts, and a man whomit was an honour to entertain.

AUCKLAND

The Auckland Listeners’ League
was formed by a few Auckland radio
enthusiasts, and the first general
meeting was held on Junie 2. The
league was incorporated, and every-
thing put into legal shape. The fol-
lowing were the officers elected :-
President, A. C. Jacob; vice-president,
G. McB, Salt; secretarly, Trevor W.Stringer; treasurer, C. Knowles; and
the following committee: Messrs. C.
W. Brandon, G. ‘T. Jones, A. A. Hintz,
R. LE. Sangster, C. M. Taylor, E. T
Drayton, and one representative of the
radio dealers, to be appointed by the
Dealers’ Association. Mr. H. Ninnis
was,
subsequently appointed under this

1ead.
The first work of the league was to
endeavour to co-operate with the
Broadcasting Company. The leaguealso asked for a conference with the
company re the Prentice question,but the company refused to discuss thematter.
In an. effort to effect improvement,
the executive, after a great deal af
discussion and inquiry into the Eng-lish system, definitely adopted hoardcontrol on the English basis as its
poli¢y, and called a public meeting.
Over 650 people were present, and reso-lutions were passed-(1) urging the
Government to assume immediate and
complete control. of broadcasting on
the basis similar to that now obtainingin Great Britain; and -(2) expressing
regret .at the loss of the services of
Mr, J. M. Prentice to broadcasting in

New Zealand, and a desire that his
services shonld be retained in Auck-
land. ,

At the conclusion of the meeting the
executive was cheered, and the policy.
ot the league met with the approvalof every person present. Rotorua,North Taranaki, Nelson, Hastings,
Strattord, and Palmerston North haveall joined Auckland in its policy, and.
Wellington is domg ail it can for the.
same cause. Considering that theA... was formed only six weeks
ago, the membership of just on 1600:
is a wonderful response, and applica-
tions for enrolment continue to pour
in. Besides the public meeting, imter-
views have been held with Mr, Mc-
Namara, Ministers and M.P.’s, the
Prime Minister, etc., and the Auckland
executive is working hard to gain the
objective of its 1600 members
[(1) While busily engaged in organ-
ising -the first comprehensive broad-
casting scheme introduced into New
Zealand, involving the construction of
three, and the organisation of four,
stations, the company has not had the
time to devote to conferences with
clubs, but has now been able to ap-
point a special liaison officer to co-
operate with listeners’ leagues and
radio clubs in all parts of the Domin-
ion, and, if desired, attend meetings
(2) The Prentice question was not open
for ontside review. (8) The Welling-
ton Society is not supporting the Auck-
land policy, having deferred considera-
tion. See their report.-Ed.] :

¢

WELLINGTON

Last Monday evening a general meet-
ing of the Amateur Radio Society of
Wellington was held in the DominionFarmers’ Institute Conference Hall.
‘The president, Mr. J. H. Owen, oc-
cupied the chair, and about three
)

dozen members and others were
preseut
‘The executive’s endeavours towards
the formation of a Dominion Listeners’
Council were endorsed. ‘There was a
desire expressed that all the New
Zealand radio bodies would affiliate im-
mediately the rules were ready to be
approved by the various bodies.
A motion that the meeting endorse
the execntive’s aims towards the broad-
casting service being taken over from
the Broadcasting Company and placed
under a Board of Control somewhat
similar to the English system met with
opposition. It was pointed out thatthe members of the British Board were
all appointed by the Government, andthis was not thought desirable. An-
other suggestion was made that the
Broadcasting Company be wyiven a
chance to make good and that con-
sideration of the matter be deferred
for three months. Eventually the
meeting decided to defer consideration
of the proposal of a National Board
of Control until the formation of the
Dominion Listeners’ League’s Council
had been completed. This decision
was a tnarked rebuff to the executive,
which had already made the setting up
of a National Board of Control a basic
plank in their case on the »ecasion
of their recent conference with several
members of Parliament. The National
Board of Control had been’ submitted
by the Wellington Society’s executive
as a panacea for all the ‘Hs of the
broadcast service. On Monday even-
ing the members practically told the
executive to "lay off’ the National
Board of Controt agitation in the
meanwhile. Then again, the Welling-
ton executive had heartily endorsed the
Auckland League’s agitation for State
contro} Apparently the Wellington
Societv’s executive and the rank and
file of the members are out of tune
with each other so far as-the urgent
need for pushing the State contro]
case is concerned. ‘It can-wait’? was
the dictum of the meeting.
The meeting agreed that the society
again urge upon the Broadcasting Com-
pany the necessitv of engaging the ser-
vices of a competent expert radio en-
gineer from overseas to supervise the
technical side of the broadcasting ser-
vice in New Zealand. }

It was also decided "That in order
that the transmission of programmes|

nem.|

from 2YA, 1YA, 3YA, and 4Y¥A, NeZealand broadcast stations, may be rceived by listeners with a minimum o}
distortion, it is absolutely necessarythat competent musicians be engaged:to attend to the monitoring at each!station.’

22 YOUUR BATTERYEZZ
@ Never Runs Downif you use a, Ewz]

BALKITEBATTERY
ALLAMERICAN GHARGERTradlFar

Gnstant-B Maybe used while the set i8 working,as its operatkon
does not create disturbances: Ha8 no bulbe ormoving PRICEBatteryEliminator parts,andnothing toadjust,break, orgetoutoforder.

AttachIt to tbe nearest light Itdelivers2 tapercharge;andcannotdischargeOrshort- 86gocket and you bave 2 de- circuitthebattery. Willcharge2 completely discharged
pendable, unvarying Gupply battery, aud is Bimple, eficient, and unfailing:
0t uniform plate current: BALKATE TRICKLE CHARGERFive tap8 Of diferent vol-
tagegs a Detector control: and Worke on the game principle a9 the Balkite Battery4 Elgh-Low switch provide
ebBolutecontrolofvoltage fOr Oharger: Charges Accumulator from themoment a set PRICEi8switchedofuntil it i9 gwitched onagain. When setapy
reeuirezente eoepact; iunot in use, thebattery i8beingbroughtwptoitefull 84bandeome;and name

AmerlcanJe theguaranteeOf etrength, andwill never ruw down.
the otmogt In quality. OBTAINABLEATALLRADIODEALERS:
Price, Complete with Factory Representatives :
RaytheonTube; ABEE;SMEETON;MTD:�10/10/- CUSTOMS STREET EABT; AUCKLAND:

THERE ARE OTHERS!
A LISTENER’S VIEWPOINT,
THE COMPLEXILY OF PRO-

GKAMMES,

S rom) our own nurrowevint of view, man er womant:wio dotes on dance music grumpies}’ucqause Uere 1s not enough dancea45ICG Wleinded in the programmes,sue listener wilo worships the twang-4g Melodies Of the siawauan steeletatar demauds more space in the pro-!oA*GHuMes TUL is pet items, And so!© goes oh right through the wnole|eaiuut Of Droaucast entertainment, A!vroadcast audience is muuxe any other,!sue mempberg of this audience pay fora certain e1tertamment service, andcey expect to obtain complete pleas
ure from it, A theatre audience com
prises people who can attend or stayaway, just as they desire. hey areuot compelled to bestow their patron-|
age. = Simply, there is no compul-|sion for payment to the theatrical
company. With a broadcast audienceit is quite ditterent; the listener is com-
pelled to pay for the entertainment
whether he or she likes the bill of
fare or not. Very well, it is only logi-
cal, then, that the listener should feek
that he or she must obtain the fullest
enjoyment possible from the broadcast
programme. Shall we grant this?
Yes. It is quite a reasonable aspectof the case.
But there is a circumstance which
places a broadcast audience in quite an
anomalous position-utterly different to
that of a theatre audience. For ex-
ample, a person who delights in lis-
tening to dance music, and does not
appreciate pianoforte solos, is not
likely to pay to hear Paderewski, or a
Dickensonian recital. Even if that
person decides to try a change, and
goes to hear Paderewski or a Dicken-
sonian recital, he cannot upbraid the
management of cither entertainments
on the basis that he, or she, dors not
enjoy piano solos or the recitals of
excerpts from great anthors. the
broadcast audieuce represents those
who pay, by compulsion, for many
phases of entertainment which pro-
vide no enjoymentfor various sectionsof this audience, This must be ac«
cepted as a simple, incontrovertible
fact.
The broadcast director 9 rece.sises,this at the outset, and, sensibly, does
not hope to please everyone all thewhile. He, however, aims to cate¥
for each particular taste in direct pro-
portion to its importance. He reeog-
nises that his audience comprises the
widest and most comprehensive rauge
of tastes possible in a civilised coun-
try. Various methods have been
devised in other countries tu ascer-
tain the popularity, in their relative
degree, of the various kinds of items
which are embraced in a_ broadcast’
service. Newspapers have printed
coupons to be filled in by the listen-
ers, who are required to indicate their
choice of the varions types of broad-
cast items in the order of choice-a
kind of preferential voting. As these
coupons are printed in several davs’
issues of the newspaper, these who
show the most persistence in forward-
ing the coupons back «re apt to carry
the day as against those who have less
time or opportunity to vote so often.
This is, therefore, not em ideal methed
of gauging the various tastes,in their
relative proportion. If each licensed
listener were restricted to one vate,
and a large proportion ef licensed
listeners actually recorded-their votes,
then the broadcast director woutt
have a substantial basis on which to
compile his programmes so as_ to
please each section of the listeners in
their due proportion. This, no doubt,
would not eliminate the person who.
complains that there is too mweh high-
class music and not enough jezz, or,
on the other hand, the person who
growls that there is too much azz:
and not enough classical] music. Let
us regard" the matter from a less
selfish, or ‘self-centred, outlook Un-
der our present complex social system
we all have to make sacrifices for
the common good of the community,
and the same applies to broadcast
listening. We should remember the
other fellow. If a_ classic item
bores us, or a jazz number
annoys us let us make allowances for
the other fellow who is relishing what
is disliked by us. ™
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