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' This is the Listener’s Corner. It is available for reports of receptions from indi- =~ .
- viduals; the correspondence of Leagues of Listeners and reports of their proceedings;
~ constructive criticism or suggestions for the betterment of radio in general and the con-
- sistent improvement of the service that breadcasting ean render in our community life,
We wish this page to he the meeting-place of listeners and officials for the better under-

 standing of points of view and the problems of others.. It is a “Service” page, and we

invite you o make use of it. Address
Box 1032, Wellington. ,

. LEAGUE

. The Canterbury. Listeners’ - League |
was tormed as the outcome of a pubhc
Coomeetmy beld me Chwnastehorch on

Luda
3L Jast: “This ‘Ineeting was couvencﬁ
by two pubuc spmited gentlemen, en-
thusiastic “wireless men; Messrs K. M.
“Gresson and D, €. W. Cosgrove.

_ The Mayor of Christchmich, the Rev.
J. K.. Archer, presided and explained
the objects ‘of the meeting. At this
mecting it was decided to- form the
Canterbury ILasteners’ Leagne and a

- . Provisional committee was set up to

go into the matter of framing a con-

. stitution and bring down. same at a

later date. This committee was com-
prised of ‘Messts K. M. Gresson, A.
D. Ford, D. €. W, Cosgrove, M.
Wright, L. Slade, H. B. Alleway, and
W. Green. '
 After the above committee had car-
tied. out its work, which by the way
entailed some labour, a further public
meeting was held en June 22 last, when
ex-Councillor A, MeKellar presided in
the absence of the Mayor. The rules
drawn up by the sub-committee were
adopted with slight alterations and an
election for officers was held.

One  of the most important rules
adopted at this meecting was that only
holders of a current radio heense could
enrol as members of the league.

It was suggested that every listemer
be enrolled in the same mianner as
Auckland, but this suggestion was de-
feated The Canterbury IListeners®
League therefore is composed of licen-
sees only and in any foture dealing
with the Government or broadcasting
companies, their views must carry
greater weight than if the league was
composed of a mixture of liceusees and
nnlicensed listeners, :

As an  appreciation of the public
spirit displayed hy BMr. K. 3. Gresson
in being one of the first to bring dhout
the formation of the league, he was
unanimously elected first president.
Mr. BE. J. Bell was elected vice presi-
dent, and this appointment met with
universal approval of all listeners,
especially the children. Mr. Bell is
the original *Uucle Jack’ of New Zea-
land and his veice is well known
thronghout New Zealand. “Tacle
Jack? of 8YA is loved and appreciated
by . thousands -of children in this Do-
muntion and lhundreds of adults also
regularly enjoy his splendid hed time
stories for children, which have heen
and still are a regular weekly part
of the broadcast from 8YA.

Mr. Bell is to be congratulated on
the fact that he does this work for
the love of the children, and although
he Dhas been at it every week now for
a long time he receiveés no remunera-
tion for his splendid werk. No wonder
the fisteners of Canterbury applauded
Joud and long when his name was
proposed as vice president of the
leprme, It is needless to say he was
el ~t d unopposed. )

Mr. H. V. P. Brown, well known
amongst New Zealand amateurs as one-
of the pioneers of short wave trans-
mission, was elected treasurer. Mr,
A. D. Ford, a former city councillor
of Christchurch, was elected
secretary  and  the following com-
mittee were appoiuted for the ensuing
twelve months:—

Messrs R. A. Mclellan, R. Sargeant,
J. E. Bobby, H. B. Alleway, W..J].
Green, M, Wright, L. A. Morrison, D.
C. W. Cossgrove, R. M. B, Brownrige,
G. N. Pill, T. A. Austin, and B, W.
Smith. .

The committee up to the present
have held only one meeting, when it
was arranged that a demonstration: of
a twelve valve combination shounld be
f"{en some time about the middle of
uly. : ) .

:{-eppreached’ with a- view of * gettin

hon.

' was! that the broadeasting company bhe

relays _b;oadca'stéd from Australia, -so
as to eyable crystal. set holders to liear

'| overseas: ‘stations, . .
‘The conumittee are boping for snme--

¢ess 1n this direction, and of suecesshul
the crystal owner will be more than
compensated for his anuoual sabscrrp.
tion which is 1s. and juniors under 1%
years 6d. per annum,

- Althongh the Canterbury Iisteners’
League has only heen in existence one
month, it has started to make good
progress,

The committee of the
Listeners’ Leagne advises every licen-
seg, mever mind . where he lives, to
join up with some Listeners’ League.

"It is only by.the formation of Iisten-
ers Leagues backed up by a large mem-
bership ~that the licensee who finds
the 30s. fee per aunum, can ‘make his
demands in the proper guarters with
some knowledge that his requests
throngh bis leagne will be heeded by
the powers that be; whether a Gov.
ernment Depariment or a broadcasting
company, . )

Radio has made rapid strides mn Can-
terbury.  Sitnated as 3VA station is
on the flat plains of Caunterbury its
note reaches well all over the Islands,
bot}l North and Sonth

Cheap erystal sets get good reception
at New Brighton, Sumnér, and even
as far north as Kaiapoi,

Station 2Ya, whose opening we ate
‘telebrating, when testing recently was
heard on_erystal sets in Christehureh

So far it is not known how far south
of Christchurch crystal reception can
be had but even from Wellington to

the Canterbury city is a satisfactory
feat.

PALMERSTON NORTH RADIO
CLUB

This chub was formed on July ©
1921, with a small membership.J which
has gradually grown, until there are
now forty members, althongh this is
very small for a town the size of
Palmerston. However, the enthusi-
asm for the work i3 present, just the
same,

The first secretary was Mr. B. Nun-
ter, who was followed by Mr. J. John-
son, and during this time manv meet-
mgs were held and interesting lec-
tures given.  Besides a successful
Radio Ixhibition, demounstrations have
been given also.

The ctub built its own 5-watt broad-
casting station, and this was oper-
ated by Mr. Kyle and Mr. Johnson,

The next step was the establishing
of the present J0-watt stationm, YA
which is a private station run entirely
by the club.  “This station has been
ont the air four. mnights a week since
November, 1926, and many reports
have been received from all over New
Zealand, .

The stadio, although small, is well
draped and furnished, and contains a
prano and' gramophone.

The station is sitnafed «m the top
of ~Collinson and  Cunningliame’s
buildings, Broadway.

The membhers hope to be able to
raise  enough money to install land-
lines to various places of entertain.
ment shortly, and an energetic ladies’
committee is also working 1o help to-
wards this. :

A children’s session is now conduct-
-ed every Monday by I'ncles Ken and
Jim, and an early musical session bas
been started also.

On Mayv 29 and June 5 the club, in
co-operation with Mr, W. A, Waters,
successfully relayed the New Vork sta-
tion 2XAF for over two hours, and

then, on the morning of Tune 8, re-

~ Azother important” motion agreed to

8 | ber of. studio concerts organised by

Canterbury ¢

 lutions were passed—(1) urging

ed to be a record. S
“The club has broadeast quite a nm-

local artists. .

The récent meetings of the clib-have.
been very large, and it is hoped this
will continue. : L

The statron 2ZF . is on the air Satur-
day, Sunday, Monday, and Thursdav
nights each week, and reports will be
appreciated, The club officials are:—
President, A. K. Wright; commuttee,
K. Collins, . Lawson, S, Eustace, C.
Penny, S. Childs; treasurer, F. ].
Swindell; secretary, I, N. Leet; opera-
tors, L. Hansen, K. Lane, R. Tanner.

All the work in cousnection with the
station is given {ree by the operators
and announcers. .

ROTORUA

The Rotorua Radio Club opened their
new club room on the 13th instant with
a full house of enthusiastic members.
After a genmeral discussion on radio
matters the members listened-in  to
items-—musical and otherwise—from
New Zealand and Australian stations.
The reception was particularly clear,
and on the whole, the programme from
the New Zealand stations (YA and
3YA) were of better quality than usual.
It has been noticed that programumes
have improved during the past. fort-
night, and it is hoped that the Broad-
casting Company will tiot fade away in
this respect, but continue to increase
their efforts towards a still higher
standard of efficiency: a matter that
all listetters are out to claim as a just
rioht for their fees.

Last week Mr. 7. M. Prentice, “Uncle
Tack,”” late annouucer to the 1YA sta-
tion, visited Rotorna as the guest of
our club. We fond him a man of
distinetion and charming personality.
and, during the social gatherines i his
honeur, he displaved a versatility of
knowledire—hntl entertainine and edu-
cative—which amazed the memhers ©
the club. Undoubtedly “Tucle Jack®® is
a man of manv parts, and a man whom
it was an honour to entertain.

AUCKLAND

The Aunckland Kisteners’ League
was formed by a few Auckland zadio
enthusiasts, and the first geueral
meeting was held on  June ¢ The
league  was incorporated, and every-

thing put into legal shape. The fol-
lowing were the officers electedi—

President, A. C. Jacob; vice.president,
G, MeB, Salt; seeretarly, Trevor W.
Stringer; treasurer, C. Knowles; and
the following committee: Messrs, C.
W. Brandon, G. T, Jonss, A. A, Hintz,
R, L. Sangster, C. M. Taylor, E. T
Drayton, and one representative of the
radio - dealers, to Dbe appointed by the
Dealers® Association. ~ Mr. H. Ninmnis
]wasdsubsequently appointed nnder this
1ead.

The first work of the leagne was to
endeavour to co-gperate with the
Broadcasting Company. The league
also asked for a conference with the
company re the Prentice question,
but the company refused to discuss the
matter,

In an effort to effect improvement,
the executive, after a great deal of
discussion and inguiry into the Eng-
lish system, definitely adopted hoard
control on the XYnglish basis as its
polidy, and called a public meeting
Over 650 people were present, and res;;)-
the
Government to assume immediate and
complete control. of broadcasting on
the basis similar {0 that now obtaining
in Great Britain; and - (%) expressing
regret -at the loss of the services of
Mr. J. M. Prentice to broadcasting in

- Battery Eliminator
Attach it to the nearest light
gocket and you have a de-
pendable, unvarying supply
of upiform plate current.
Five taps of different vol-
tages, a Detector control. and
a High-Low switech provide
absalute control of veltage for
§ any requirement, eompact,
'k nandsome; and the name A~
American I8 the guaraniee of
the uvimost In quality.

- Price, Complete with

eireuit the battery.

Charger,

YOUR BATTERY
Never Runs Down

if you use a

BALKITE BATTERY

CHARGER

May be used while the set is working, as its operauon
does not create disturbances, Has no bulbs or moving
parts, and nothing to adjust, break, or get out of order.
It delivers a taper charge, and eannot discharge or short-
‘Will charge a completely discharged
battery, and is simple, efficient, and unfailing.

BALKATE TRICKLE CHARGER

‘Works on the same principle sg the Balkite Battery
Charges Accumulator from the moment a set
ig switched off until it is switched on again.
is not in use, the battery is being brought up to its full
strength, and will never run down.

OBTAINABLE AT ALL RADIO DEALERS.

Factory Representatives:

PRICE
s

‘When set

‘of  every  person - present.
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all communications: Editor, “Radio Record,” P.0O.

ié.yed VPCVJJ,V'Hvolland,'.vwhvich' is claim- >~ v-Néwi Zealand, and a”vdevsire that his|

services shonld he retained in. -Auck-
land. - .

| At the conclusion of the meeting the |
executive was cheered, aud the policy.

ot the league .met with the approval
€ Rotorus,
North Taranaki, Nelson, Hastungs,
Strattord, and Palmerston North have

all joined Auckland im s policy, and.

Wellington is doing all it can for the
same caunse..  Considering that the
AL.Y;, was formed -only six weeks
ago, the membership of just on 1600
is a wonderful response, and applica-

tions for enrolment comtinne to. pour’

itn. - Besides the public meeting, inter-
views have been held with Mr, Mc-
Namara, Ministers and M.PJs, the
Prime Minister, etc., and the Auckland

-executive is working hard to gain the

objective of its 1600 members
[(1) While busily engaged in organ-

ising .the first comprehensive broad-

casting scheme introduced into New
Zealand, involving the coustruction of
three, and the organisation of fonr,
stations, the company has not had the
time to devote to conferences with
clabs, but has now been able to ap-
point. a special laison officer to co-
operate with listeners’ Jleagues and
radio clubs in all parts of the Domin-
ion, and, if desired, attend meetings.
(2) The Prentice question was not open
for ontside review. {8) The Welling-
ton Society is not supporting the Auck-
land policy, having deferred considera-
tion. See their report.~-Ed.]

¢

WELLINGTON

Last Monday evemng a general meet-
ing of the Amatenr Radio Society of
Wellington was held in the Dominion

Farmers’ Institute Conference Hall,
The president, Mr., J. H. Owen, ocec-
cupied the chair, and about three
dozen  members and others were
preseut

The executive’s endeavours towards
the formation of 2 Dominion Listeners’
Council were endorsed. ‘There was a
degire expressed that all the New
Zealand radio bodies wonld affiliate im-
mediately the rules were ready to be
approved by the various bodies.

A motion that the meeting endorse
the executive’s ajms towards the broad-
casting service being taken over from
the Broadcasting Company and placed
under a Beard of Control somewhat
stmilar to the Euglish system met with
opposition. It was pointed out that
the members of the British Board were
all appointed by ihe Government, and
this was not thought desirable.. An-
other suggestion was made that the
Broadeasting Company be given a
chance to make good and that con-
sideration of the matter be deferred
for three months, Eventually the
meeting decided to defer consideration
of the proposal of a National Board
of Control until the formation of the

Dominion Listeners’ League’s Cm‘n}cil‘
This decision:
| was a marked rebuff to the executive,

had been completed.

which had already made the setting up
of a National Board of Control a basic
plank in their case on the oecasion
of their recent conference with several
members of Parliament. The National

Board of Control had been submitted.
by the Wellington Society’s executive |

as a panacea for all the ‘Hs of the
broadeast service. On Monday even-

| ing the members practically told the

executive to “lay off”” the National
Board of Control agitation- in the
meatiwhile, Then again, the Welling-
ton executive had heartily endorsed the
Auckland League’s agitation -for State
control Apparently the Wellington
Societv’s executive and the rank and
file of the members are out of tune
with each other so far as-the wreent
yeed for pushing the State control
case. is concerned. “Tt can-wait® was
the dictum of the meeting. .
“The meeting agreed that the society
again urge upon the Broadeasting Com-
pany the necessitv of engaging the ser-
vices of a competent expert radio en-
pineer from overseas to sunervise the
technrical side of the broadcasting ser-

vice in New Zealand.

Yt was also decided “That in order
that the transmission of programmes

© {from 2YA; 1VA, BYA, and 4YA, New
" }Zealand broadcast stations, may be red’
ceived by listeners with a minimum off -

distortion, it is absolutély necessar

D —

| that competent musicians be engaged
| to attend to the motitoring at each! .
- {staton.” T s

| THERE ARE OTHERS]

o e - - - ;}lj:_‘.
A LISTENER'S VIEWPOINT]

CTHE COMPLEXIEY OF PRO.

GRAMMES, ;

We are all apt to regard f'b"rvdadvcas'

pOMIT 0L view.  The nan or “womend-
wAO dotes on dance music gramojesl
MOGASE LUEXE IS BOE . emough  cance
AulsIC ancdaed o the  progranunes,
idle LSWCLET WHO WOISHIPS the twunge
wg melodies of the Hawauan  steel

sudlar demuids more Space I tile proe o

srdules IO WS pet aems.  And &g

s ogoes on mgnt through the wholej

=4LUT Ol DLroaucast entertainment,
vroadcast audience is unLLe apy other,!
-1hie memberg of this audience pay for}
¢ Certain  emterfmument service, and
cuey expect to obtam complete pleas
ure from it. A theaire audieuce come
prises people who can attend or stay
away, just as they desire. Jhey are.
uot compelled to bestow their patrone|

age.  buuply, there  is no compuls
sion for payment to the theatrical
compaty. With a broadeast andience]

At is quate ditterent ; the listener is comief
pelled to pay for the enterfainment
whether e or she likes the bill of
fare or mot. Very well, it is only logi-
cal, then; that the listener should feel
that he or she must obtain the fullest
enjoyment possible from the broadeast
programme. Shall we grant this?
Yes. It is quite a reasonablc aspect
of the case. .

But there is a circamstance which
places a broadcast aundience in quite an
anomalous position-—utterly different {o
that of a theatre audience, Lor ex-
- ample, a person who delights in lis-
tening to dance music, and does not
appreciate piancoforte solos, is not
likely to pay to hear Paderewski, or a
Dickensonian recital.  Hven if that
person decides to try a change, and
goes to hear Paderewski or a Dicken-
sonian recital, he cannot npbraid the
management of cither ontertaimments
on tbe basis that he, or she, does not
emyoy piano solos or the recitals of
excerpts from great anthors. ['he
breadeast  audience representz  those
who pay, by compulsion, for many
phases of entertainment which pro-
vide no enjoyment for various sections
of this audience, This must bhe ace
cepted as a simple, incontrevertible
fact.

The broadeast

director  reco.nises,

Al

this at the outsel, amd, sensibly, does

not hope to please everyone all the:
while.  ¥e, lhowever, aims to cate®
for each particular taste in direct pro-
portion to its importance. He recog-
atises that his audience comprises the
widest and wost comprehensive range
of tastes possible in a civilised coun-
try.,  Various methiods have been
devised in other conntriegs to ascer-
tain the popularity, in their relative .
degree, of the varions kinds of itemns
which are embraced in a broadcast
service.  Newspapers have printed
coupons to be filled in by the listen-
ers, who are required to indicate their

choice of the varionrs types of broad- .

cast items in ttie order of choive—a
kind of preferential voting., As these
coupons are printed in several days’
issues of the newspaper, those who
show the most persistence in forward-

ing the conpons back are apt to carry

the day as against those who have less
time ar apportunity to vote so oftest.
This is, therefore, not zn ideal methed
of gauging the various tastessin their
relative proportion. = If each licensed
listener were restricted to one vote,
and a large proportion rf licensed
listeners actumallv trecorded-iheir votes,

then the broadcast director would
have a substantial basis on which to
compile his progragmmes so as to

please each section of the listeners in
their due proportion. ‘T'his, no doubt, .
"would not climinate the person whao.
complains that there is too nweh high-
class music and not enough jazz, of,
on the other hand, the person wha

growls that there is too mmch 2z

and not emough classical music. Let
us regard = the matter from a less.
selfish, or ' self-centred, outlook [u-

der our present complex soctal svatem
we all have to make sacrifices for.
the common goed of the community,
and the same applies to broadeast

listening, We shonld remember the
other fellow, 1f a classic item
bores wmws, of a4 lazz number

annoys us let ns make allowances for
the other fellow who is relishing what

s distiked by us.

'R.C.A. RADIOLAS

DO NOT WORRY ABOUT THE NEW STATION.

THE RADIOLA WILL ALLOW YOU T0 GET ANY OTHER STATIONS
WHILE 2YA IS ON THE AIR.
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