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REGULATING COMFPETITIOXNS.

A new or revised set of ** Regulations for the
Conduct of Architectural Competitions ™ 15 now
before members for consideration, the period of
study commencing on May 23rd and ending on
June 23rd, 1gzI1.

The alterations suggested n the new Conditions
consist mainly 1o a re-arrangement andfor wording
ol clauses, a beller defimition of the condiaons
under which competitions should be held, and the
setting out of the various steps as lhey showd
occur.

The chief alteration 1s the subsitution ol a
Tjury of award 7 In place of e smgle assessor.
This does not mean that a single assessor wiwst ol
be appointed, but rather ihat 11 preterred a - qury,”
vepresentative of the interests invoelved, may bu
appeinted.  If this jury consists ol nol more than
three persons then fwo should, and at least owue
wins{, be a practicing architect.  Should the jury,
consist of more than three persons then the architec-
tural representatives must be proportionately an-
creased.  The object of this very nccessary pro-
vision 1s to prevent flooding the jury with persons
unskilled in the reading of plans or olherwise un-
skilled in judging the hghly techmical 1ssues
involved.

In view of what has transpired m connection
with a recent competition, it 15 cvident that two
mmportant amendments must be made to the drait
submitted. They are:--

(1) In the third paragrapl, 1st page, 7th g,

alter the words * it is thercfore deswable ™
to ‘it is thereforc necessary’; and at the
end of the sentence add the words, * No
member of the Institute is penmitied to enter
any competition, without such approval
bemng first obtained and printed on the face
of the Conditions.”
In the section relating to the ** Professional
Adviser 7 (page 2), sub-scction (b should
have the following words added te at: < The
“instructions’ or ‘conditions’ must slate
clearly the date of the closing of the com-
petition, and this daie shall not be extended
without the written consent of the assessor,
and in no case shall any cxtension be
granted within 14 days of a date already
fixed.”

This will pul a stop to the pernicious practice of
premoters extending dates without reference to the
asscssor or the Institute, and making an extension
50 close to the last advertised closing date as to
exclude the majority of the competitors from the
benefit of the extension by reason of the fact of
their designs being either already sent in or en
ronte.

The success of any competition rests selely upon
the competitors.  If they loyally abide Ly the
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Institute’s Conditions (specially framed for their
protection) and refuse to enter any competition
which has not obtained the approval of the Council,
then all the existing cvils and troubles will be done
away with at once.  The whole matter 1s really onc
of = selt-preservation,” which 1s a ** first law.”

- — ———

Scale of Cha1*ges.

The Counctl at its iast meeting
endorsed @ recommendation by the

mittee on the * Scale of Charges ™ that tne new
draft scale be circulated te all Councillors and
Branch Secretarics [for consideration, and that onc
month from the date of 1ssue should be granted
for a study of the propusals submitted.  The
documents were all posted, simultancously, [rom
the oifice of the Insatate on Thursday, Sway 1gth,
at 3.30 p.m., and se that the most outlying Branch
might have the fo/f month in which to study the
proposals, the “date ol issue™ was  fixed  as
Mounday, May 2jrd, therchy malang all reports
returnable at the Secrclary's othee by the close of
business 05 pam.j on June 23td, 1921,

The re-arrangement of  tms scale, conseguemn
upon the decstons of the Iast annual general mect-
g and the annual mecting of Council, has entatled
very greal labour upon the Special Commttee. The
wmethod  followed was to first set out the known
reguirements acd dwections of Councl and mem-
bers, und discuss them i all their bearings.  As a
result of this discussion (which occupled the whole
of an afternoon and until 6.30 pan.; the Chauwman
and Secretary preparcd a preluninary draft, and in
domg so the old =cale, the lately vevised RIILBUAL
scale, ane that of the American Institute of Archi-
tects, were carefully perused for guidance, While
the Sub-Committee endeavoured as far as possible
lo preserve such benelits as nughl accrue by con-
formity to “usage ™ or *established custom ™ they
desired, as far as possible, to utihisc to the full the
experience of all Mnglish-speaking countries. Where
the arrangemeni or worlking of clanses 1n other
scales dppearcd to be an improvement on our own
they were adopted, and when any portion of our
own scale secimed better suited to our needs 1t was
retained,

On the comptetion of the first draft several
mectings took place, all very prolonged, at which
the draft was considered most carefully word by
word, and as a final precaution the penultimate
revise was submitted to the Institute’s solicitor for
perusal and to corvect any crrors or ambiguities of
expression that he might consider exasted.

The main idea in recasting the scale was, apart
from the elnmnation of the 14 per ceat. [rom
builders as ordered by the annual general mecting,
to de away with the old form of “setting out”
by which 1t might appear that the scale was a sort
of “taff? from which the client might select such
ttes as he wished and reject the remainder, Many
practitumers must have experiencd this, and will
readily understand what is meant. The Committec
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