April, 1g21.

QOur 71lst Competition.

Six designs were submitted i this conpeiition,

viz.: -URauarl, by pwrnest b tlutten (widh M.
pasl Hooper, AKOL3.AL), ot Dunedm; Amor,”
by K. tiall (carc Governmenc Arciilect s wulice ),
wellingwon; - wak,” by I W. Hassell (with Mr.
Wm. tielamg;, ot W clhington; “mwi, © by w. A
vates {with sicssrs. Brououk and Koyas;, of In-
varcargill, ““Pamkau, vy bornard Rennell {with
Renncil Bros.), Gisborne; “tognt, oy G. b owil-
son {with wessrs, Prouse and Gummer), Aunckiand.

Mro W M. Page, of Wellington, who kindiy
S0 Us subject, reports as fellows:— -

Uomxodesigns were submutted m s compedtion,
It 15 disappomting that these competivons are not
more largely taken advanlage of, as they serve a
most uselul purpose and cught to be welcomed by
cvery student in the country. 1 can think ol no
other reason tor the small number ol entries 1n these
competitions than that the students as a body are
not witerested. [ suggest that in those lowns where
there 15 an Architcctural Students’ Assoclation the
subject should be studied and worked cut i the
class.  Where there is no Students’ Associalion two
or three of the students should work cogether to
their mutual benefit,

“Inthe presemt competition there s, 1 regret o
say, no diticuity in placing the designs.  The de-
sign by ‘I'lhght’ is the only one that satisfies me
as being appropriate. I therefvre place it first.
The proportions are good and the dewail restracd
and retined, and altogether the wablet 15 very sats-
factory. The lettering, oo, 1s excellent and basue
on a good example.

“Of the others that by ‘Kauri' is the hest, and I
place 1t second.  Carefully detailed it would be
farrly satisfactory in execution, bul the drawing
hardly does it justice. It is rather unsympatheuc
and lacking in delicacy.  Compare it with ‘blight’s’
drawing: the lettering is nut so good either.

“Amor’s’ design 1 disqualify, as there is no de-
tail of the lettering.  The panel, however, 1s quite
good, only the enriched band should not mmpinge
on the cueular wreath at top of panel, but should
run round on the half ciicle omitting the wreath
altogether.  The lettering of title on the drawing
‘design by \mer’ Is exactly of the type that we wish
Lo discourage. [t 15 tawdry shopkeepers’ pricce.
ticket lettering.

“Panikaun's’ design requires {urther study. Look
up and study designs for monuments by Nicolas
Stone 1n back numbers of the Arcitectural Revier.
The lettering and the drawing gencrally should be
unproved. ‘Panikau’ must avoid lettering on a
curved line. It is never permissible in a rectangular
pancl, and 1s one of the signwriters’ bad habits.

“'Oak’s’ design is very ordinary, but creditable
for a beginner. The details and lettering require
further study,

“Kiwr's’ design is of a type 1 do not care for,
and gives no evidence of the study which it is the
object of these competitions to encourage,”’
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Structural Tiles.

A rewent 1ssue of the Christchurch Press pub
lished a desernipuon of a new mvention in building
Ly & New Lealaneder trom s “Own Correspondent
m London.  the wiiter says:—

01t the vanous constructional methods for hous-

g scnemes wiich nave been placed betore the
Housing  Ueparunent of the Buaush Government,
Mroose tlurst seager g Chnstehurel, whoe is inter-

csung lnmselt m s matter, 1s ol the opinion that
the “wcl.eod System” tolus sccond place only to
tne yvarier hystem.”

Mroow aleceod, of Wangauw, brought his in-
vention berere the New Zealunu wovernwent some
Mot ago. since then, nowever, he has sup-
nutied oo vaious Governmene Departments in the
Lnited >tates, and nas aiso brougnt it before the
AULlGiItles In tuls counlry, wiul die rosull that it
his Leen dpproved by the aonistry ot Health,

Betore leaving the DJonmuen he had a VEry Com-
prehensive picture ilm laken ob o the process  of
butlding with the “structural ules” he has invented,
and recently Sir Janics Adlen and Mr. Hurst Seager
witnessed an exhibition ot thes hint.  bor the con-
struction ol walls the system s undoubtedly an
mgeniows one. Lhe Ustructural ale” unis take the
torm ol thim-sided holiow  concrete blocks—-one
nght deseribe them as concrete boxes, with no tops
or boltoms. Lhese units, which are very light and
made m convenient sizes lor handling, are placed 1n
PUSILIOIL 1L courses 10 the usual way, but ne mortar
15 used. When the wall reaches a convenient
height, say, Ove or six courses, concrete ot a wet
consistency 1s poured into the cavittes and rodded,
thus {orming a moncluhic wall.  This procedure is
repeated until the desired heigin is attained. Walls
may be made of any necessary thickness, or a
double wall may be built with an internal air space.
Columns either round or square are casily formed.
For curved walling and cwrcular piets or columns
the units arc made with the required curve, and
butlt up m the same manncr.

‘Lhe system 15 1n cffect one 1n which a monolithic
wall is built without the use of removabic shutter-
ing, and the “structural tiles,” i addition to pro-
viding the forms in which the concrele is heid in
posttion whilst setting, alse [orms the surface of the
finmished  wall. 1f desired, reinforcement can be
mcorporated in the wall either horizontally by lay-
ing rods throughout the length of the wall mn the
cavities formed in the units for the purpose, or
vertically by embedding rods in the cavity of the
wall as the work procecds.

Mr. MclLeod maintains that beside all the ol-
vious advantages of the system for mass produc-
tion, walls of houses may be erected at a cost of
25 per cent. less than those built of bricks, and
this 1s borne out by the report of a well-known firm
of guantity surveyors. It is proposed to manufac-
ture the tiles in factories cqupped with machinery
such as arc alrcady used for similar purposes in
America, where machines are in use which are turn-



