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Living In Concrete Houses.
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In view of the housing problem, whieh is so
acute all over the world at the present time, the
following article makes interesting reading. [t is
from ““Conercte,”” one of America’s hegt advoeates
for conerete construetion. Br. Andrews, the writer
of the article, says: “ Ten vears ago I had the
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building hee in my bonnet so bad that T was going |

around in eireleg from one architeei’s office to an-
other. But I wanted more than a mere house for
the moment—1 wanted sontething as permanent and
durable as time iiself, something that wauld last for
a thousand years, and still be cald-proof, heat-proof.
wind-proof, earthquake-proof, rat-proof, and all the
other proofs!

“Wood consiruetion was out of the question. 1
didn’t Tike brick or stone, hollow tile was ihen little
known, and stecl would rust, Tinally, I found an
architect who helieved in reinforeed concrete with
all his soul. 1le talked it, dreamed of it. wrote about
it, and weleomed me like a long-lost hrother. THis
name was Oliver Randolf Parry.

“Well, T took a long breath—and let him go
ahead. And the result is shown in the aeccompany-
ing itlustrations.

“T Yived in that blessed house eight happy vears,
and would have been there yet if husiness and fam-
ily reasons had not called me away. The present
owner likes 11 a8 well, T believe, ag we did, and in
the community the huilding is known ag ‘the white
house.’

“Whan the wind hlows it never shakes nor even
teembles. In summer it is very eocol, and in winter
very warm. No rat or mouse ever gained entranec
through its walls. Tt has never heen damp in the
slightest degree, nor has it ervacked, chipped. erum-
bled or done any of the sad thines that were pre-
dicted for it by various solicitons fricids.and neigh-
hours. Onee i two vesrs T gave the outside walls
a coat of orvdinarv whitewash—the kind used on
lighthouses., A paimter applied it with a hig hrosh,
anicklv. and the bill cach time T remember was £5.
White? It was the whitest white vou ever saw!
With the green shingles and the ercen vines for
eontrast, it made a pieture worth looking at.

““This is not the place for a teehnieal deseription
of the construction details, so T shall give only a few
brief gencral statements.
the method of constrietion, and how the forms were
raised from time to time as the work went on. The
concrete was poured by hand in a slow, primitive

The pictures plainly show”

G

way that would be much improved upon nowadays;
and, when the forms were raised in a day or so, the
not-yet-hard wall was dampencd and rubbed down:
with a wooden float, giving it a rough sand finish,
ancd obliterating all board marks. When the wally
were done the house was a soild monolithic mass
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from the eellar to the roof, tied together with verti-
cal steel rods and horizontal wires embedded in the
conerete.

The last thing was a waterproofing compound
brushed into the outer sur-face when the walls were
finished. They were then ready for the whitewash
a- little later. On the inside of the walls furring

strips were placed, and the lathing was fastened to

these, thus leaving a half-inch air space between wall
and plaster—which greatly added to the dryness
and warmth of the house. The walls are 12in.
thick from basement to first floor, 8in. thick from



