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Naturally, the large, insistent demand does mnot
give millers or merehants an opportunity o dry the
timber. The timber for joinery requires two years’
seasouing in the ordinary conrse, i seasoned stocks
have heen depleted by the heavy orders. 1t is hoped
to overtake the shortage of ifimber for joinery and
Frurniture by (he use of artificial deying chanhers,
whicl are being installed in several guarters.

Building Control.

The Position Explained.

Statement bv the Minister,
Lrom 1149720,

An explanation of the regnlations just issued as
1o control of works lnvelving the use of cement,
hricks and timber was made yvesferday by the Minis-
tor of Tiidnstries and Comerse {the ITon. . D
Leed, who stated the veasons for the issue of these
regutations. their objeels, aud the process to he fol-
lowed in order to ohiain permifs.

S Deaninion”

The AHuister stated that as a result of the inerease
in the erection of ildings it had heen found that the
supplics of rement, Iicks and timher produced in
the Dominion  were insofficient to meet  demands.
The Goavermnent had thevefore decided that action
must. be 1aken ta ensure that the available supplies
were applied for use in essential works and the regn-
lations jnst jssusd are designed to give offect to this
decision. Under the regnlations na new work of a
completed rost i execss of €20, and involving the
nse of anv of 1he materials mentioned, may he eom-
meneed without g peemit isgie] nuder the regula-
tians.  As the whale ahijeet of fhe regulations is to
direct snuplies to essentinl works arrangements have
heen made 1o Tacilitein the proeess of obfuining per-
wity for dwellings. The Ineal aufhorities thronghout
New Zealand have heen supniied with the neressmy
farms and have hoen authoerised to issue nermifs for
dwellino-honses and eesential farm buildings within
their districts, Al spplications far nermits mnst he
Tndeged with the laeal authority within whose district
the work is sitnated and upon receipl of these apnli-
eatinms the laeal authority will deal with all of those
having relatinn to dwellines or cssential farm huild-
ings, and will forward other applications through
the Teeal Tnsneetor of Factories to the Secretary of
the Board of Trade,

Annlications afher than those for works which the
Toeal anthevity 3t anthovised to deal with will he eon-
siderod hy the Board of Trade, with whom an advis-
nry conmmittee will he assoeiated  for the purnose.
Works at present in course of eonstruction will he
allowed to proceed for a space of two months, hut
the rieht is eonferred unon the Beard of Trade to
nrder anv sueh works fo he diseenfinned at any fime.
Before the exniry of two months it is necossary that
applieation for a permit to eontinne sueh works shall
hie Jodged as I the ease of a new work, and nnless a

permit is obtained all works at present in course of
construetion must cease inmnediately upon the expiry
of ftwo months.

Before supplying cement, hricks or timber, distri-
butors must  satisfy thenselves that the work for
which the materials arve requived is being earried on
hiaccordance with a permit oy anthority to continue
issucd  under the regulations.  Any  distribator
supplying any of these malerials 1o works noi so
authorised is lable to penalties, as is also the person
to whom such materials ave suppliaed.  The produe-
tion of a statement in writing signed hy the person
for whom the work is heing done. asserting that a
permit has heen obtained. is suffieient authovity to
relieve the distributor of Hahilitv. The use of the
materinls covered hy 1he regulations for works other
than these far which they were supplied is also an
offence, The hreach of these vegulations is an offence
under the Board of Trade Act and renders the per-
son eonnnifiing such hyearh liale to a fine not ex-
ceciling €200 ov to imprissnment for a term not
exveediing three months,

The effect of 1hese regulations. heing to reduce the
constroction of nen-essentinl Imildings. will release
Tnbowr at present eneaged or pronosed {o he eneaged
on sueh non-essentinl bnildines far the purpose of
the erection of dwellings and other essential build-
ings. The Minister stated fhat he wished specially
to urge those having in eontemnlation the ereetion
of non-essential Iaildings fo delay their proposals
and thus reduee the work of adminisiration of these
regulations, as it is nol possible at the present time
b anthovise the dssue of pernits fer such hadldings.

The contral of the distribmtion of cement. which
hag been tn the hands of (he Roard of Trade for some
time. must he continued for the present. as even with
the postriction of huildines it will sH1l nof he nos-
sible for he full demands with pespect (o cement to
he met,

Scrap the Arbitration Act.

A Drastic Proposal.

The 1Ten. J. Maefirogor gave notice in the Legisla-
live Comneil of the following motion . —

““That in the opinion of this Couneil {1} the system
af State regulation of indusiry under the provisions
of the Industrial Ceneiliation and Arbitration Aet,
1008, and its amendments neither fosters genuine
trade unionisim nov promotes true coneiliation nor
prevents strikes, nor tends in any wav to Improve the
relations hetween Capital and Labonr. (2) The time
has come when the whole subject of the relations be-
tween Canital and Labour must be looked at from an
enlirely different point of view and dealt with in
auite a different manner: and in order fo enable the
Clovermment. mombers of Parvliament, and industrial
nnions, ftrade unions and associntions of employers
to reconsider the whele subject and avail themselves
~f the knowledee derived from the study, investiga-
tion and experience of other countries, a short Aect



