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The dusk swiftly following on the setting of the sun
vompelled our retircment to our quariers.

The next moruing, rising early, we took boat aeross b

the Nile at 7 aan., and landed on the western bank, %+
y ¥

©gharcoal aud shewing 1he correetions of the ehief

the background of rugged, barven lills being halked
in the fierce glare of the briiliant morning sun.  Don-
keys awaited us on the bank aud we rode off with as
much comfort as we could in the blazing heat, bownd
for the Towbs of the Kings in the valicy of Bibau
el Melouk, Tollowed it appeared by hall the country-
side, who appearcd to rise from any odd nook, trying
to sell gerne antiques, which shewed vo  sign ol
therr reeent manufacture, Ibranim assured us, atd
put the gentlemen to Hight with a few words whiel
widy 1ot pave been polite bt were evidently Toreible.
However, some ol the fugitives appeared 1o he able
Lo secp 1) with onr donkeys and produced at every
<halt unlimited bottles of lewonade rom nowhere, so
we quite forgave their fraondulent intentions in our
great desive lor moisthure—we were still thirsty after
drinking 7 hottles in 5 hours. On arrival al these
tombs eut deep into the ragged rock we had o awaii

o

2. Entrance to Temple of Khonst,

the starting of the electrie light with which they are
most ineongruously liehted and then we cutered,
All the tombs wers very similar in having steeply
sloping galleries, some now fitted with wooden steps,
others with very ronghly hewn stone steps and pather
diffiendt of descent, at the hottom of which are large
rooms, and then a further saceession of ealleries aned
chambers untii the actual chamber of the dead is
reached.  The sepulehral chambers were very cun-
ningly concealed, and in sonw cuses Talse chamhors
were provided, and the actnal chambors sealed, with
diffieult approaches. In most of these hoth sareopha-
gus and muwnmy have been removed, but we saw one
whizh had been left in a elass ease ilumined by
cleetrie Hight, the faee still remarkably well preserved,
and having nothing but a placid and happy expros-
sion. There were also in the came tomh the muwmnmied
remains of one of the Queens remarkably beautiful,
the natural hair still preserved and with a lustve
still remaining. Most of the chambers ave coverad
with heiroglyphics beantifully painted on the smooth
plastering of the walls, recording the life history of

the departed and his vxpectations of the lite to comne,
and even in somne cases giving the name of cvery
slave ewployed 1n the work. In parts some of the
work 1s guite aniinished, being only drawn out 1w

ariist; the death ol the proposcd oceupant having
stopped the power ol the diveeting impulse.

rrom liere we proceeded to the tombs of the
prinees, these beiug similar to those of the Kings,
but owing to the rock hbueing of denser quality the
heiroglypnies arve wost Leaunlully sealptured on a
very small scale, fustead of being painted,

Our next Jowrney was to the great Pulace-lemple
ol Llunneses 14, known as the Rliamegslon, The
exavl purpose ol tiny building 1s i doubt, but it is
consleret @3 Uie Alcimnonin ol Amenophils, and
L saudllay bualng aeiluleses LLL ae Atedinet
LLABUG, W0 By e peed @ place wiere 1he londren sal
UL ks WL Gredliless aullng Ly ilie, alid
purleciling ias KIowleage, dand ds o oweple too ns
JUUAIOEY @LLCT LS QUilul, LIL glly ease Lie pradll adops
e genesill priepie ol OUHer felmples-—ia Loreceurt
epen L tne @le, a rlypostyle hall uginled by eleres-
lory, aud sulaler saiconaly without e light of day,
Uiis gradually lnereasily 1 mystely as 1o sacled-
tess,  Lhe Ioreeourt ol tuls bulldilg 1s adorued with
greal statues of e founder, surrouinding an cuor-
wels molwolithie stalue ol the same tuwonarch which
tas been overthrown and badly broken by Cambyses
the Persian, who appears to have had a pariicular
hatred of Llameses™ greatness. The Hypostyle hall
is illustrated 10 Mig, 9, and is rewarkable for the
very fine central eolumng with their beautiful and
tastefnl details.  From the Rhamession we visited the
towh of Queen ilatshepsu, daughter of Thothwmes 1.,
who succeeded 1o the throne atter the death of her
Jtusbaiud and vuled lgypt, continuing the expeditions
and conguests with great capability. Her brother,
Thothmes 111, who was the greatest of ligyptian
congquerors aiwl added more to 1ts territory than any
other of the Pharuobs, so detested the memory of
lier greatness that he destroyed her mage wherever
fouud. Her orviginality and character are finely ex-
pressed in this sepulehral temple. It is eonstructed
v the side of the hill in three enormous terraces,
with sloping causeways in place of steps, giving
access from one level to another (Fig. 12}, and cach
terrace is finished with beautifu) eolonnades of more
delicate propurtion than seems to have been consi-
dered right in the temples previously described. In
1%5g. 13 is shewn the detail of these eolumns which
are so very close an approach o the Greek Dorie as
to leave hardly any cdoubt as to its origin. The stone
work is of a fine grained limestone, the columns being
built up and not rock e¢ut, and 16-sided, and the
sides slightly hollowed to give greater prominence to
the sharp angles. Inside this beautiful colonnade ave
has-reliefs of great delicacy and lruth of cxpresston,
depicting the expedition of Queen Hatshepsu to the
Fsland of Punt, considered by some to have been
Mauritius. The extreme fincness of drawing and
workmanship of these seulptures, which are far more
advanced than the usual heiroglyph, give a very ad-
vanced coneeption of the Egyptian as an artist. This
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