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to all intents and purposes inaccessible. The waste
of timber jn existing conditions has long been recog-
nised.”’
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Captain Ellis declared that if the Forestry Depart-
ment was to carry out its work cfficlently and eco-
nomreally, if' its national forest policy was to be in
all respects sucecssful, the State imust be pledged
that . — ' ‘

1. All the forest rescurees of the country will be
managed by the forest gervice.

2. All the non-agrieultural lands of the county
carrving forest values, or that are more suitable for
tree growth than for agrienlture, will he grouped
inte nalional forests dedieated in perpetuity to the
people of New Zealand,

3. A comprehensive inventory of the forest re
sources of the Dominion will he begun as soon as
forest technicians are available.

4+ A poliey of enterprise will be adopted as to
forest education.

5. There will be a businesslike management adopt-
e, one In which a full and harmonious co-operation
is seeured beween the State Forest Sevvice, publie
hodies and private corporations and individuals,

6. Theve will he an expansion of the principle of
ce-operative profit-sharing and assistance in tree-
planting by individuals. private and public hodies.

7. There will he worked ont a system of equitable
forest taxation, such as is now in vogue in Great Bri-
tain. Trance, and in several States of the US A, hy
which it will he possible for the individual to prac-
tice forestry, and thns ensure to himself a supply
of timber, and a profit to the community.

8. A Forest Act will be enaeted at an catrly date—
an Act which will bhe hroad enough and liberal
enough to permit of deliherate action over a period
of vears,

9. A forest produets Iaboratory will be established
to investigate all wood problems; and the economieal
utilsation of the timher resourees of 1he country.

Lastly, Captain Ellis cmphasised that it was essen.
tial that the Farestry Department should be given
a free hand in its own sphere.
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We think the Forestry Department and Govern.
nment are to bhe eongratulated on the appointment
of Captain Tllis fo the important position he now
holds as Director of Forestry, and that the sawmil-
Iimg industry throughout the country will receive
from him every sympathetic consideration. In addi.
tion to his seientific qualifications, we helieve Cap-
tain Ellis is thoroughly alive to the commereial side
of the problems he will be required to solve in the
interests of the country as a whole,
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One of the objects of tha Australian Forest League is
tha advancement of educational and legislative measures,
and the encouragement of individual effort tending to
ensura the maintainance, extension and renewal of the
forests of Australia,

Our Forest Assets Report by Sir David
Hutchins.

The Case for Conservation.

Timber, Settlement and Revenue.

Two broad conclusions are presented in the re-
port by Sir David Hutching on ““New Z%ealand For-
estry’’ which hLas just been issned by the Govern-
ment. One is that the native forests of this country
are still capable of beeoming one of ifs richest
natignal assets—an asset whiel: for all thme will
yield a big annual return of wealth, lighten the bur-
dens of taxation, lower the cost of living, and sup-
port close settlement on extensive areas 1hat other-
wise will he barren and will cavry a sparse popula-
tion or none at all. The other main conelusion is
that unless immediate measures are faken to con-
serve the remaining native forests and work them as
forests are worked, with enormons annual profit,
in Kurope and in many other parts of the world, the
oppurtanity of preserving them as a wealth-produe-
ing national estate will speedily disappear. These
conelusions, stated in the report with alt possille em-
phasis, are hased upon the first comprehensive
survey of the indigenous forests of the Dominion
ever made by an expert forester. Indiscriminate
forest destruction has gone so far, Sir David Hut-
ching declares, that only a short further persistence
in the present policy will vender the restoration of
the forests alinost impaossible at any reasonable cost.
“That will mean,” he adds, ““the final loss of the
finest forests in the Sonthern IMemisphere, and with
them the loss of an export trade wortl, in the fature,
more than cither wool or daivy produce. It will
mean the less of the best industry New Zealand hag
ever possessed or is ever likely to possess, and the
handicapping of two or three other industries in de-
priving them of their raw material at economieal
rates. It will mean a continued rise in the present
high cost of living. . . .* Qn the other hand, the
distingnished author of ““New Zealand Trovestry™’
has mueh that is enconraging to say about the Possi-
hility of restoring the native fovests to rieh pro-
ductivity. These forests, he points out, have been
persistently wndervalued. s own opinion is that
on the whole they may be classed as above the aver.
age of forests clsewhere, The kauri, he adds, is
“unigue in the world’’ as a timber producing tree,
The largest kauri of whick the dimensions are on
record contained twiee as much timber as 1ihe
largest of the Californian big trees. Again, the
average millable forest of New Zealand earries about
double the timber ““stand’ of the Appalachians
Forest, which is being redeemed for the American
nation at a cost of millions, aud was described by the
late ex-President Roosevelt as “‘the lLeaviest  znd
most beantiful hardwood forest of the Continent.®
One of the mest interesting and valuable sections of
the report is based upon an exhaustive investigalion
of the rate of growth of New Zealand as conpared
with Iuropean trees. The hroad eonelusion reached



